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Sweet Grass Hills Withdrawal 
Withdrawal Renewal 

A. 	 Location 
Toole and Liberty County 
Principal Meridian, Montana 
T. 37 N., R. 1 E., 


Sec. 1, lots 5 thru 8; 

Sec. 2, lots 5 and 6, and Sli2SEV4; 

Sec. 11, El/2NE1/4 and El/2SE1/4; 

Sec. 12, lots 1 thru 8, Sl/2NE1/4 and Sl/2NW1/4; 

Sec. 13, lots 1 thru 5, Wli2NEV4, NWV4, Nl!2SWV4, SEV4SWV4, and 


W112SEV4; 
Sec. 14, lots 1, 2, and 3, Nli2, SWV4, and Nli2SEV4; 
Sec. 15, El/2NE1/4 and El/2SE1/4; 
Sec. 22, Eli2NEV4; 
Sec. 23, lot 1, Eli2NEV4, SWV4NEV4, NWV4, Sli2SWV4, and SEV4; 
Sec. 24, lots 1 thru 4, Wl/2NE1/4, Wli2, and Wl /2SE1/4; 
Sec. 25, lots 1thru10, SWV4NEV4, Sl!2NWV4, Nl!2SWV4, and NWV4SEV4; 
Sec. 26, Eli2NEV4, Nli2NWV4, and Sli2; 
Sec. 27, NEV4NEV4, S li2NWV4, NEV4SWV4, and NWV4SEV4; 
Sec. 34, NEV4NEV4; 
Sec. 35, NEV4, Eli2NWV4, and SWV4NWV4. 

T. 36 N., R. 2 E., 

Sec. 5, lot 4; 

Sec. 6, lots 1 and 2, and SWV4NEV4; 

Sec. 23, Eli2NEV4 and Nli2SEV4; 

Sec. 24, SWV4NWV4 and Wli2SWV4; 

Sec. 25, SEV4NEV4 and Eli2SEV4. 


T. 37 N., R. 2 E., 

Sec. 5, lot 8; 

Sec. 6, lots 6 thru 1 O; 

Sec. 7, lots 1 thru 4, and Eli2SWV4; 

Sec. 17, Wli2SWV4; 

Sec. 18, SWV4NEV4, Eli2SEV4, and NWV4SEV4; 




Sec. 19, lots 2, 3, and 4, NEV4NEV4, SEV4NWV4, and NEV4SWV4; 

Sec. 20, NWV4NEV4 and Nl!2NWV4; 

Sec. 30, lots 1 thru 4, S 112NEV4, SEV4NWV4, El!2SWV4, and SEV4; 

Sec. 31, lots 1, 2, and 3, NEV4, E112NWV4, NEV4SWV4, and N112SEV4. 


T. 35 N., R. 3 E., 
Sec. 3, lot 4 and SWV4NWV4; 
Sec. 4, lots 1 and 2, and Sl!2NEV4. 

T. 36 N ., R. 3 E., 
Sec. 7, lot 2, SWV4NEV4, SEV4NWV4, El!2SWV4, and NWV4SEV4; 
Sec. 9, NEV4SWV4 and SEV4SEV4; 
Sec. 10, Sl!2SWV4 and SWV4SEV4; 
Sec. 11, NWV4SWV4; 
Sec. 15, NWV4, Wl!2SWV4, and SEV4SWV4; 
Sec. 17, lots 1and2, El!2SWV4, and SEV4; 
Sec. 18, lots 5, 6, 11, and 12, and NWV4NEV4; 
Sec. 19, lots 3 and 4, El!2SWV4, and Sl!2SEV4; 
Sec. 20, E112NEV4, NWV4NEV4, NEV4NWV4, Wl!2SWV4, and SEV4SWV4; 
Sec. 21, NEV4, Nl!2NWV4, and Sl!2SWV4; 
Sec. 22, NWV4; 
Sec. 28, Wl!2NEV4, El!2NWV4, NWV4NWV4, and SWV4SWV4; 
Sec. 29, W112NEV4, Wl!2, and SEV4; 
Sec. 30, lots 1 and 2, Nl!2NEV4, SWV4NEV4, E1!2NWV4, and SEV4SEV4; 
Sec. 31, lots 2 and 3, NEV4NEV4, and SWV4SEV4; 
Sec. 32, Nl/2NE1/4, SEV4NEV4, Nl/2NW1/4, SWV4, Wl!2SEV4, and 

SEV4SEV4; 

Sec. 33, Sl!2NEV4, Nl!2SEV4, and SEV4SEV4; 

Sec. 34, NWV4NEV4, N112NWV4, and SWV4SWV4. 


T. 35 N., R. 4 E., 
Sec. 2, lot 2, SWV4NEV4, E112SWV4, and NWV4SEV4. 

T. 36 N., R. 4 E., 
Sec. 1, lots 1, 2, and 3, S112NEV4, and NEV4SEV4; 
Sec. 9, SEV4; 
Sec. 10, lots 3 and 4, and El!2SWV4; 
Sec. 24, lots 1thru4, Nl!2NEV4, SWV4NEV4, and NWV4NWV4; 
Sec. 25, lots 1thru6, NEV4, SEV4NWV4, and Nl!2SWV4; 
Sec. 26, SEV4NEV4, E112SEV4 , and SWV4SEV4; 
Sec. 34, E1!2NEV4 and SWV4NEV4; 
Sec. 35, E112NEV4; 
Sec. 36, lots 1, 2, 3, and 5. 

T. 37 N., R. 4 E., 
Sec. 34, N l /2NE1/4, SWV4NEV4, and Nl /2NW1/4; 
Sec. 35, NWV4NWV4. 

T. 35 N., R. 5 E., 
Sec. 5, lot 4, SWV4NWV4, and NEV4SWV4; 
Sec. 6, lots 1, 2, and 5, and SWV4NEV4. 

T. 36 N., R. 5 E., 



Sec. 3, lot 1 and NEV4SEV4; 
Sec. 4, Wl/2SWV4; 
Sec. 5, SWV4SWV4; 
Sec. 6, lot 6, NEV4SWV4, and SEV4SEV4; 
Sec. 7, lot 1, Nl/2NEV4, and NEV4NWV4; 
Sec. 8, El/2NEV4, NWV4NEV4, and Wl/2NWV4; 
Sec. 9, NWV4NWV4; 
Sec. 14, Sl/2SWV4; 
Sec. 18, Nl/2NEV4; 
Sec. 19, lots 1 thru 9, Nl!2NEV4, NEV4NWV4, SEV4SWV4, and SWV4SEV4; 
Sec. 20, lot 1, lots 5 thru 8, Nl/2, and Nl/2SEV4; 
Sec. 21, Nl/2NE1/4, SEV4NEV4, Nl/2NW1/4, Nl/2SWV4, and SEV4SEV4; 
Sec. 22, Wl/2NWV4 and El/2SEV4; 
Sec. 23, Wl/2NEV4, SEV4NEV4, NEV4NWV4, Sl/2SWV4, and SWV4SEV4; 
Sec. 26, NWV4NWV4; 
Sec. 27, Wl/2NW1/4, Wl /2SW1/4, SEV4SWV4, and SWV4SEV4; 
Sec. 28, SEV4NEV4 and SEV4; 
Sec. 29, lots 1 thru 5, lots 7 thru 10, SWV4NWV4, Nl/2SWV4, and 

SWV4SWV4; 
Sec. 30, lots 1thru4, El/2, El/2NW1/4 and El /2SW1/4; 
Sec. 31, lots 1thru4, lot 6, El/2, NEV4NWV4, and SEV4SWV4; 
Sec. 32, lots 1 thru 5, El/2NEV4, and SWV4NEV4; 
Sec. 34, Nl/2NEV4. 

T. 37 N., R. 5 E., 

Sec. 29, SEV4SEV4; 

Sec. 30, SEV4SWV4. 


B. Applicant I Address 
BLM - Havre Field Office 
3990 HWY 2 West 
Havre, MT 59501 

C. Prepared By 
Name: Micah R. Lee 
Title: Realty Specialist 
Office: Havre Field Office 
Telephone No.: 406-262-2851 

Havre Field Office 
3990 Hwy 2 West 
Havre, MT 59501 

Phone: 406-262-2820 
Fax: (406) 262-2856 



CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REVIEW AND APPROVAL 


A. Background 

Lease/Serial/Case file No.: MTM 82330 

Description of Proposed Action: 

The BLM Havre Field Office proposes to continue the mineral segregation created by 
withdrawal MTM-82330 made by Public Land Order (PLO) No. 7254 of April 10, 1997, as 
corrected in the Federal Register on April 28, 1997, for an additional 20-year term. Review of 
the withdrawal indicates an additional extension is warranted to provide continued protection of 
the unique resources in the area of the Sweet Grass Hills. The 19,686.09 acres of public mineral 
estate withdrawal in Toole and Liberty Counties will continue to preserve areas of traditional 
spiritual importance to Native Americans and aquifers in the area that provide potable water to 
local residents. 

B. Land Use Plan Conformance 

The proposed action is in conformance with the HiLine Resource Management Plan (approved 
September, 2015). Specific references to this proposal are in Table B-1. 

Table B-1: HiLine Resource Management Plan References 

PaKe No. LanKuaKe 
3-8 Sweet Grass Hills Traditional Cultural Property 

The TCP is currently withdrawn from locatable mineral entry under the 
Mining Law until 2017. The BLM will recommend a 20-year extension ofthe 
current withdrawal to protect the TCP. 

3-24 Existing withdrawals will be reviewed prior to their expiration to determine if 
a need exists to extend and/or modify the withdrawal. Should the review 
indicate that the purpose for which the lands were withdrawn is no longer 
valid; the withdrawal will be allowed to expire. lfthe purpose remains valid 
for a portion of the withdrawn lands, the withdrawal will be modified and 
extended. 

3-52 The BLM will recommend a 20-year extension for the Sweet Grass Hills 
withdrawal. Management of the Sweet Grass Hills withdrawal area will 
primarily focus on preserving areas of traditional importance to Native 
Americans and aquifers in the area that provide potable water to local 
residents. 

3-57 Sweet Grass Hills ACEC 
The BLM will recommend a 20-year extension to the withdrawal from solid 
mineral entry and location to preserve areas of traditional spiritual importance 
to Native Americans and aquifers in the area that provide potable water to 
local residents. 

http:19,686.09


C. Compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA): 

The proposed action is categorically excluded from further documentation under NEPA in 
accordance with: 

516 DM 11.9 E. Realty: 

(1) Withdrawal extensions or modifications, which only establish a new time period and entail 
no changes in segregative effect or use. 

The proposed action has been reviewed, and, as documented in the administrative record, none 
of the extraordinary circumstances described in 43 CFR 46.215 apply. 

D. Conclusion 

I considered this review and determined that the proposed action is in conformance with the land 
use plan, it is categorically excluded from further environmental analysis, and none of the 
extraordinary circumstances apply. Therefore, this categorical exclusion is appropriate in this 
situation because there are no extraordinary circumstances potentially having effects that may 
significantly affect the environment. 

Authorized Officer (Signature) Date 

Name: Brian Hockett, 

Title: Acting Field Manager 


Note 
The signed Conclusion on this Worksheet is part ofan interim step in the Bureau ofLand 
Management' s internal decision process and does not constitute an appealable decision. 
However, the lease, permit, or other authorization based on this CX is subject to protest or appeal 
under 43 CFR Part 4 and the program-specific regulations. 




