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Dear Reader:;

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Carson City District, Sierra Front Field Office is
proposing a vegetation treatments project in the Virginia Mountains area north of Reno and west
of Pyramid Lake in Washoe County, Nevada. The Planning Area for the Virginia Mountains
Vegetation Treatments Project is approximately 193,213 acres. The Proposed Action is to
implement vegetation treatments on approximately 30,387 acres (Project Area) using a
landscape-level approach to identify and prioritize treatments to increase the resistance and
resilience of plant communities to disturbance. The Project would be implemented over a 10-
year period to increase the resistance and resilience of plant communities to disturbance.
Implementation of the project would not be anticipated to occur until 2017.

The purpose and need of the proposed Project is to restore the balance of perennial greases,
shrubs, and trees in the Virginia Mountains area to:

« Reduce the potential of large-scale high severity wildland fire;

o Provide for public and firefighter safety and protection of property and infrastructure;
e Maintain sagebrush habitat, riparian plant communities, wet meadows, and springs;

» Protect and enhance historic juniper woodland habitat; and

» Provide woodland products to the public, tribes, and commercial entities.

The Proposed Action is to identify and prioritize treatments to maintain and enhance rangeland
health. Specific treatments are proposed for strategically located treatment units based on
vegetation condition and objectives. Proposed treatments include mechanical mastication,
mechanical removal, hand cutting, chemical treatments, chaining, and seeding. A large focus of
this project would be to improve and protect greater sage-grouse habitat, and treatments would
be designed to address threats to greater sage-grouse from invasive annual grasses, wildfires, and
conifer expansion.

In order to fulfill the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act and National
Historic Preservation Act, an environmental assessment to evaluate the potential effects of
vegetation treatments will be prepared by the BLM.

At this early stage in the Project development, we are asking for your input on:

e Do you know of any resource conflicts in the Project area?



» Are there historic properties or other sensitive cultural resources in the Project area that
may be affected?
Do you have any other substantive input into this proposal at this early stage?

A 60-day scoping period will occur from September 29 until November 27, 2015. Project
information, maps, and how to comment can be found on the Project website located at:
http://www.blm.gov/nv/st/en/fo/carson city field/blm information/nepa.html.

** Public Workshop and Field Trip**

A public workshop will be held on Wednesday October 21, 2015 at the BLM Palomino Valley
Fire Station. The Fire Station is located at 5605 Grass Valley Road in Reno. The workshop will
be held from 6:30 pm until 8 pm. At 6:45 pm a presentation on the project will be given. Staff
will be available to provide Project information and maps will be available for review.

A public field trip will be held on Saturday October 24, 2015. Attendees must RSVP Keith
Barker, BLM Fire Ecologist, at (775) 885-6000 or VirginiaMtns@blm.gov by Thursday October
22 for time and meeting location.

For more information contact Keith Barker or Pilar Ziegler, BLM Wildlife Biologist, at 775-885-
6000 or VirginiaMtns@blm.gov.
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