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1 Decision Record - Memorandum 

1.1. Compliance 

The proposed action conforms to the 1985 Wells Resource Management Plan (RMP) objectives 
for Locatable and Leasable Mineral Programs and does not result in adverse impacts. As outlined 
in the Mineral Materials Disposal Handbook (3600-1), this office is required to self-issue a free 
use permit and conduct NEPA review for these actions. 

1.2. Selected Action 

The selected action is to develop a borrow site for BLM to use in support of the Orange Bridge 
replacement project and maintenance of the local BLM roads. The scope of this project is to 
develop a 3.7 acre parcel in the same location as an existing borrow site T42N, R59E, Section 
13. The following stipulations should apply. 

1.2.1. Stipulations 

Invasive and Non-Native Species: 

1.	 Include weed prevention and treatment in all mining plans of operation and reclamation 
plans. Retain bonds for weed control until the site is returned to vegetative conditions 
matching the surrounding area. 

2.	 Before equipment moves into a relatively weed-free area treat all noxious weeds along 
existing access roads (include in plan of operation). Treated sites must be reseeded. 

3.	 Clean equipment of all mud, dirt and plant parts before moving into relatively weed-free areas. 

4.	 For all construction, reconstruction and maintenance activities, seed all disturbed soil after 
work completion at each site unless ongoing disturbance at the site will prevent weed 
establishment. In that case, seeding shall be done after final disturbance. Use a seed mix 
that includes fast, early-growing species to provide quick, dense vegetation. Seed shall be 
certified weed-free. 

Range: 

1.	 Molesting, harassing, injuring, poisoning, or causing death of livestock authorized to graze 
on public lands is prohibited. 43 CFR 4140.1(b)(5) 

2.	 Reclose gates during periods of livestock use. 43 CFR 4140.1(b)(11) 

Reclamation: 

1.	 Removal area is to be sloped to 3H:1V upon completion of operations. No hazardous slopes 
or vertical highwalls greater than 6 feet should be left within the removal area at any time. 

2.	 Pursuant to 43 CFR 8365.1-1(b)(3), draining of sewage or petroleum products, or dumping of 
refuse or waste other than wash water from any trailer or other vehicle, except in places or 
receptacles provided for that purpose, is prohibited. 

3.	 The BLM recommended reclamation seed (pure live seed) mixture is listed in Table 1 below. 
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Table 1.1. Seed List 

Species Pounds per acre 
Bluebunch Wheatgrass 5 
Bottlebrush Squirreltail 1 
Idaho Fescue 2 
Yarrow 2 
Wyoming or Big Sagebrush 3 

Wildlife: 

1.	 This project does fall within greater sage grouse (GSG) preliminary priority habitat (PPH); 
However, there will not be any issues with GSG habitat. The pit area falls right alongside a 
well-developed gravel road; the vegetation within the potential pit area is sparse and doesn't 
offer the correct structure for nesting and brood rearing; and more suitable habitat surrounds 
the project area for several miles. 

1.3. Compliance with NEPA: 

The project is categorically excluded from further documentation under NEPA in accordance with 
516 DM 11.9, Appendix 4 CX #F10. This exclusion is for: “Disposal of mineral materials, such 
as sand, stone, gravel, pumice, pumicite, cinders, and clay, in amounts not exceeding 50,000 cubic 
yards or disturbing more than 5 acres, except in riparian areas.” The selected action has been 
reviewed for extraordinary circumstances and none are applicable. 

The project would not have adverse impacts to any species listed or proposed for listing as 
threatened or endangered, or any designated or proposed critical habitat under the Endangered 
Species Act. The project would not result in adverse effects to any properties listed or eligible for 
listing on the National Register of Historic Places. The proposed action is consistent with other 
federal, state and local policies and plans to the maximum extent possible. 

1.4. Appeal or Protest Opportunities: 

This decision is subject to administrative appeal. Within 30 days of receipt of this decision, parties 
who are adversely affected and believe it is incorrect have the right to appeal to the Department of 
the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary, in accordance with regulations at 
43 CFR 4.4. Appellants must follow procedures outlined in the form, “Information on Taking 
Appeals to the Board of Land Appeals.” An appeal should be in writing and specify the reasons, 
clearly and concisely, as to why the decision is in error. Appellants are requested to supply this 
office with a copy of the Statement of Reasons. 

Also within 30 days of receipt of this decision, appellants have a right to file a petition for stay 
(suspension) of the decision together with an appeal, in accordance with the regulations at 43 
CFR 4.21. The petition must be served upon the same parties identified in items 2, 3, and 4 of the 
attached form. The appellant has the burden of proof to demonstrate that a stay should be granted. 
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1.5. Decision and Rationale 

The project conforms with the Wells RMP and departmental policies and procedures. As outlined 
in the Mineral Materials Disposal Handbook (3600-1), this office is required to self-issue a free 
use permit and conduct NEPA review for these actions. There are no extraordinary circumstances 
applicable to the Proposed Action analyzed in DOI-BLM-NV-E030-2015-0003-CX; therefore it 
is my decision to issue a free use permit with the stipulations analyzed. 

1.6. Authorizing Official: 

/s/ Melanie A. Peterson 09/10/2015 
Melanie A Peterson Date 

Wells Field Manager 

1.7. Contact Person 

For additional information concerning this Finding, contact: 

Harley Gordon, Geologist 
Wells Field Office 
3900 East Idaho Street 
Elko, NV, 89801 
Phone: 775–753–0251 
Email: hgordon@blm.gov 
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