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 DECISION RECORD	
Aravaipa Ecosystem Management Plan 

 
 
EA Number:  DOI-BLM-AZ-G010-2006-0001-EA (Formally AZ-0410-2006-040) 
Serial/Case File No.  BLM/AZ/PL-08/006 
BLM Office:  Safford Field Office 
 

DECISION: 
 
After reviewing the Aravaipa Ecosystem Management Plan (EMP) and Environmental 
Assessment (EA), it is my decision to implement the proposed action with the mitigations and 
management actions listed within the plan.   
 
RATIONALE FOR DECISION: 
 
This action will result in the continued operation of the BLM Aravaipa Management Area and 
will revise the existing activity plans, while complying with current policies, laws and 
administrative designations. 

The Aravaipa EMP addresses water, upland, riparian, wildlife, cultural, and recreational 
resources, as well as travel management, special area designations, public information and law 
enforcement. 

This Aravaipa EMP eliminates the need for any new separate plans addressing wilderness, areas 
of critical environmental concern, wildlife, recreation, travel management and cultural resource 
management. 

The Finding of No Significan Impact (FONSI) within the EA indicates that the action has been 
analyzed in an EA and the management plan was found to have no significant impacts, thus an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is not required. 

ALTERNATIVES FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
A “No-Action” alternative was considered, which would allow for the current management to 
continue under the guidance of the Safford District Resource Management Plan (RMP), as 
amended and the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness Management Plan (BLM 1998). 

The Travel Management section of the Aravaipa EMP contained three alternatives which 
provided a variety of route designation combinations for consideration.  Elements of all three 
alternatives were considered to develop the “Preferred Alternative” which will be used as this 
Decision Record (DR) Alternative. 



Aravaipa Ecosystem Management Plan and Environmental Assessment Finding of No Significant Impact 

2 
  

IDENTIFICATION OF ENVIRONMENTALLY PREFERABLE ALTERNATIVES 
 
These items are listed as objectives in Chapter 5 of the Aravipa EMP. 

COMPLIANCE 
 
The Aravaipa EMP is in compliance with all major laws pertinent to the decision, such as the 
Endangered Species Act, National Historic Preservation Act, and the Clean Water Act.  The 
Aravaipa EMP is also in conformance with the Safford District Resource Management Plan, and 
other applicable laws, regulations and policies.  
 
MITIGATION MEASURES THAT ARE NOW ADOPTED INTO THE ROD 
 
All mitigation measures can be located within the Aravaipa EMP as “Management Actions” or in 
the “Mitigation” section of the EA located within the Aravaipa EMP.   

EXPLANATION OF MONITORING AND ENFORCEMENT PROGRAMS 
 
Public demands for recreational opportunities within the planning area are projected to increase. 
The Aravaipa EMP allows for possible implementation of the Limits of Acceptable Change 
Standards to limit public use if natural and cultural resource damage cannot be controlled 
through law enforcement. 
 
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
 
In October 2004, 140 local residents and stakeholder groups were addressed with a scoping 
questionnaire; scoping meetings were then held in Klondyke, Winkleman, Tucson, Chandler, and 
Thatcher, Arizona.  In March 2005, a public workshop in Wilcox, Arizona was held that 
developed draft objectives and management objectives.  Follow up meetings of public work 
groups were then held from April 2005 to September 2005 to refine objectives and management 
actions.  In Fall of 2009, the Draft Ecosystem Management Plan was sent out to the public for 
comment. 
 
The public provided 32 comments which addressed all aspects of the Aravaipa EMP and EA.  
All comments received can be found in Appendix 8, “Public Comments and Responses.”  None 
of the comments provided necessitated additional analysis or large changes to the Aravaipa EMP 
or EA.  The majority of the comments addressed minor issues such as editorial or questions 
outside of the Aravaipa EMP. 
 
APPEALS 
 
This decision may be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary, in 
accordance with regulations contained in 43 CFR, Part 4.  If an appeal is taken, your notices of 
appeal must be filed in the BLM Safford Field Office, 711 S. 14th Avenue, Safford, AZ 85546 
and a copy to the Field Solicitor, U.S. Department of The Interior, U.S. Courthouse, Suite 404, 
401 W. Washington St., SPC 44, Phoenix, AZ 85003 by October 30, 2015.  The appellant has the 
burden of showing that the decision appealed is in error. 




