                                       EXHIBIT C - MITIGATION MEASURES   AZA-36503

Pioneer Landscaping Materials Inc., will comply with the following mitigating measures, and others as stipulated in the mineral materials contract:  

1. All workers shall have archaeological sensitivity training prior to working at the material site. The project proponent shall be responsible for providing professional training by a BLM-permitted archaeologist that discusses applicable federal cultural resource laws and regulations, shares the importance of respecting Native American traditional values, and equips workers with the ability to identify subsurface cultural deposits during excavation work. A card certifying that the training course has been successfully completed shall be carried by operators at all times.

2. 	Any archaeological, historical, or paleontological remains discovered by the permitee, or by any person working on the permitee’s behalf, shall be immediately reported to the Authorized Officer. All operations in the immediate area of such discovery shall be suspended until written authorization to proceed has been obtained from BLM.

3	The proponent shall install a boundary fence along the marking the projected perimeter of the operation to prevent new damages to natural and cultural resources adjacent to the project area boundaries.  Areas consisting of steep hillside and cliffs will have instead of a boundary fence, and where practical, a clearly visible marker every 200 feet along the project perimeter. All boundary fences/markers shall be installed prior to the start of operations under the mineral materials contract.

4. All cacti plants (saguaro cactus, barrel cactus, Teddy bear Cholla cactus) and ocotillo plants shall be removed and transplanted outside the active mining area or donated to BLM, or another governmental or nonprofit organization as approved by BLM, to be used in offsite restoration projects. Salvage and transport of cacti and ocotillos shall be in accordance with the Arizona Native Plant Law. All palo verde trees and other desert trees shall be avoided as much as possible.  If these trees cannot be avoided, they will be bladed from the area to be disturbed and piled for future mitigation at the discretion of BLM.

5. Signs and/or appropriate fencing and gates shall be required at the entrance of the facility and other locations as determined necessary by BLM to reduce public hazards caused by this operation.  A key to the gate shall be provided to BLM.

6. Upon cessation of operations, the pit, stockpile areas, and temporary haul roads shall be contoured to match the natural contour of the surrounding terrain. Slopes shall not exceed 3:1 unless the original slopes were steeper, in which case the re-contoured slopes shall match the original slopes as closely as possible. Reclamation shall ongoing be as much as practical. 

7. [bookmark: _GoBack]Compensation for impacts to Sonoran desert tortoise habitat shall be paid to the BLM.  If a Sonoran desert tortoise is encountered or is in harm’s way, all operations in the vicinity of the tortoise will cease until it moves out of harm’s way and it will be reported to the BLM office in Yuma immediately. Desert tortoises must not be handled except by trained personnel, such as biologists authorized by BLM and Arizona Game and Fish.

8. The holder will clean off-road equipment (power or high-pressure cleaning) of all mud, dirt, and plant parts prior to moving equipment onto public land authorized under this permit.

9. Gravel and/or fill material to be placed in relatively weed-free areas will come from weed-free sources.  Prior to obtaining gravel and/or fill material from offsite locations, the authorized officer will inspect the source for weeds and determine adequacy of site.

10.	The permit holder shall identify a maintenance program which will include monitoring for noxious weeds.  If holder identifies any noxious weeds, the holder will notify the Authorized Officer immediately.  A treatment program shall be identified and the holder will be responsible for weed abatement.

11. No fill or other material shall be placed in any dry-wash drainage.  A 40 foot buffer zone shall be maintained around all functioning dry washes and marked with boundary signs where adjoining an active pit.

12. Pioneer shall be required to conduct before and after aerial or ground surveys through an independent survey company and share the results of the surveys with BLM.  The surveys will be used to assist with production verification and create a mining and reclamation plan.

13. Pioneer will be required to submit a mining plan and reclamation plan                                                                                       acceptable to BLM prior to a contract being issued. The mining plan will include up front engineered drawings of the anticipated final reclaimed pit including a map drawn with 5-foot contours, and the mining plan showing step by step how the final reclaimed pit will be achieved through the life of the mine.  Pioneer will be allowed to submit requests to BLM for mine plan modifications to respond to slope stability issues, mine safety concerns, or changes of market conditions.  BLM will agree to consider modifications to the submitted mine plan on a case by case basis.  A more detailed final reclamation plan will be submitted to BLM after mining operations are concluded.

14. Pioneer shall as part of the required monthly production verification statement include a statement concerning the condition of the perimeter boundary fence/markers.
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