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CASEFILE #: 
UTU-84161


	
PROPOSED ACTION TITLE:
Cactus Park 9-10-36-24 and 9-15-36-24 Applications for Permit to Drill
	
LOCATION:
Cactus Park 9-10-36-24
     NE¼SE¼, Sec. 10, T. 36 S., R. 24 E., SLM
Cactus Park 9-15-36-24
     NE¼SE¼, Sec. 15, T. 36 S., R. 24 E., SLM


	
APPLICANT:  Summit Operating, LLC

	
APPLICANT ADDRESS:  
10447 South Jordan Gateway
South Jordan, Utah 84095


Project Description:
On August 17, 2015 Summit Operating, LLC submitted Applications for Permit to Drill for the Cactus Park 9-10-36-24 and the Cactus Park 9-15-36-24 oil and gas well.  The project is located approximately 10 to 15 miles south of Monticello, UT (see maps).  Access to the location is via San Juan County roads B190, D0377, D0379, D0380 and D0381.  Included in the APD package is a drilling plan and surface use plan of operation.  These plans contain standard operating procedures and best management practices which provide mitigation for many of the impacts that occur as a result of access road and well pad construction, and operations associated with drilling and production.  The Federal oil and gas lease, UTU-84160 (Cactus Park 9-10-36-24) and UTU 84161 (Cactus Park 9-15-36-24).  Both surface and minerals at the well pad locations are administered by BLM.

Road Maintenance, Repair, Reconstruction and Construction Operations
Initial work would be to maintain, repair, or reconstruct existing roads to both locations and construct 450 feet of new access road to the Cactus Park 9-10-36-24 location.  No new access road will be required to access Cactus Park 9-15-36-24 as road D0379 directly enters the well pad location.  Existing San Juan County Road B190 will require maintenance from the Long Canyon Ranch to its end. Roads D0377, D0379, D0380 and D0381 will be repaired, maintained or reconstructed to resource road standards. All road maintenance, repair, reconstruction and new road construction will be to a resource road standard with a driving surface of approximately 14 feet in width and total construction width including drainage ditches and back slopes of approximately 30 feet. Refer to the attached maps for the location of the road work.

The following tables detail the proposed road work 
· Road B190 Maintenance, Repair, Reconstruction (common to both APDs, see MAP A).
Note. BLM is requiring the applicant to survey these routes for cultural resources as a related action to the approval of the APD. This road work would be accomplished in coordination with the San Juan County Road Department.

	Road Description
	Road Length in Feet
	Acres

	Private Lands
	11,629
	8.0

	BLM lands 
	4,426
	3.0

	Sub Total
	16,055
	11.0



· Private and State of Utah Lands crossed by Road D0377 (common to both APDs, see MAP A).
Notes: BLM is requiring the applicant to survey these routes for cultural resources as a related action to the approval of the APD. This road work to be done in coordination with State of Utah and private land owners. Segment 4 crosses private split estate lands within oil and gas lease UTU84160 (Cactus Park 9-10-36-24) and would require a certification by the applicant that a surface use agreement has been reached with the surface owner; or that a good faith attempt to reach a surface us agreement has failed.

	Road Description
	Road Length in Feet
	Acres

	Private and State lands – Segment 1
	6,391
	4.4

	Private lands – Segment 2
	271
	0.2

	Private lands – Segment 3
	1,577
	1.1

	Private lands – Segment 4
	1,927
	1.3

	Sub Total
	10,166
	7.0



· BLM lands crossed by D0377 requiring a BLM Right-of-Way (common to both APDs, see MAP B).

	Road Description
	Road Length in Feet
	Acres

	BLM Road ROW segment 1
	6,038
	4.2

	BLM Road ROW segment 2
	2,837
	2.0

	Sub Total
	8,875
	6.2



· BLM lands crossed by D0377 requiring a ROW for Cactus Park 9-15-36-24 only (see MAP C).

	Road Description
	Road Length in Feet
	Acres

	BLM D Road ROW 
	8,470
	5.8

	Sub Total
	8,470
	5.8


· BLM lands crossed by D0377 and D0379 on lease, Cactus Park 9-15-36-24 only (see MAP C).

	Road Description
	Road Length in Feet
	Acres

	BLM D Road No ROW
	5,511
	3.8

	Sub Total
	5,511
	3.8



· BLM lands crossed by D0377, D0380 and D0381 on lease, Cactus Park 9-10-36-24 only (see MAP D).

	Road Description
	Road Length in Feet
	Acres

	BLM D Road segment 1 (included in BLM D Road ROW CP 9-15; Map C)
	256
	0.2

	BLM D Road segment 2 (included in BLM D Road ROW CP 9-15; Map C)
	3,554
	2.4

	BLM D Road segment 3
	3,811
	2.6

	BLM New Road Construction
	450
	0.3

	Sub Total
	8,071
	5.5


Note: Yellow highlight is not included in total.

Road Work Summary Table
	Road Description
	Road Length in Feet - BLM
	Road Length in Feet - Private
	Acres - BLM
	Acres - Private

	B190 Private Lands
	
	11,629
	
	8.0

	B190 BLM Lands
	4,426
	
	3.0
	

	D Road Private Lands
	
	10,166
	
	7.0

	D Road BLM Lands, ROW both APDs
	8,875
	
	6.2
	

	D Road BLM Lands, ROW
Cactus Park 9-15-36-24
	8,470
	
	5.8
	

	D Road BLM Lands No ROW
Cactus Park 9-10-36-24
	3,811
	
	2.6
	

	D Road BLM Lands No ROW
Cactus Park 9-15-36-24
	5,511
	
	3.8
	

	New Road BLM Lands
	450
	
	0.3
	

	Total
	31,543
	21,795
	21.7
	15.0





Well Pad Construction Operations
New well pad construction will be required for each location. The well pad layout for both locations is the same dimension, approximately 300 by 225 feet.  Refer to the attached well pad layout and cut/fill diagrams for details. A 40 foot construction buffer to contain cut and fill slopes, stock piles of top soil and spoils, and equipment operation will surround each pad.

	APD
	Well Pad Area (Acres)
	Well Pad plus Construction Buffer Area

	Cactus Park 9-10-36-24
	1.5
	2.5

	Cactus Park 9-15-36-24
	1.5
	2.5

	Total
	3.0
	5.0



Pipeline Construction Operations
The applicant has provided an estimated gas pipeline route for NEPA analysis purposes. This pipeline route is approximately 26,756 feet in length and follows road D0379, a way not designated on the travel plan, and across private lands (private road and Montezuma Canyon Road B146). The pipe would be 4” diameter steel laid on the surface except where crossing a road where it would be buried. The road and pipeline corridor width of 40 feet resulting in an additional 10 feet of disturbance along existing designated and undesignated roads and ways. The installation of the pipeline will require the D0379 road be maintained, repaired, and reconstructed to resource road standard. The pipeline constructed across BLM lands on the undesignated route would require this route to be repaired and reconstructed to allow for equipment access and proper drainage and erosion control. Due to topography, this undesignated route would likely not meet resource road standards.  The following table shows pipeline surface disturbance: 

	
	Length (feet)
	Width of Disturbance (feet)
	Acres of surface disturbance (BLM)
	Acres of surface disturbance (Private)

	Cactus Park 9-10 D road pipeline route 
	14,256
	10
	3.4
	

	Cactus Park 9-15 D road pipeline route 
	4,606
	40
	4.2
	

	Cactus Park 9-15 undesignated road pipeline route 
	3,986
	40
	3.7
	

	Cactus Park 9-15 private land pipeline route 
	3,908
	10
	
	0.9

	Total
	26,756
(5.1 miles)
	
	11.3
	0.9



No pipeline construction would be authorized in the approved APDs. Before pipeline construction approval, the applicant would be required to make appropriate application. The BLM would then determine if this NEPA document adequately analyzes the pipeline or if additional NEPA analysis and documentation is necessary.
Surface Disturbance Summary Table

	
	BLM Lands
	Private Lands
	Total

	Roads
	21.7
	15.0
	36.7

	Well Pads
	5.0
	
	5.0

	Pipelines
	11.3
	0.9
	12.2

	Total
	38.0
	15.9
	53.9



The surface disturbance shown in this table is on previously disturbed surface EXCEPT the well pad construction (5.0 acres) and the new road construction to the Cactus Park 9-10-36-24 location (0.3 acres).

Drilling and Completion Operations
Drilling would be accomplished by using a conventional rotary drilling rig or a work-over rig.  Approximately 20 truckloads would be required to transport drilling equipment and materials to the well pad.  Additionally, 6 to 10 smaller vehicles would be used to transport drilling personnel and other support services.  One or two water trucks would be used daily during drilling operations to supply water.  Water to drill and complete the well would likely be hauled from Monticello or Blanding, UT.  The operator would notify BLM if another source is to be used. The operator anticipates approximately 6,000 barrels of water would be required to drill the well. Any fresh water encountered during drilling operations would be isolated by casing and cement.  Drilling operations would continue 24 hours a day.  During drilling operations, the reserve pit would be fenced on 3 sides.  When drilling operations are complete the fourth side would be fenced.  The fence would be constructed using steel T or wood line posts set 16.5 feet apart. Corner posts would be 6 inches or greater diameter wood and anchored by dead men.  Woven wire would be placed from 0 to 32 inches, twisted smooth or barbed wire would be place at 4 and 16 inches above the woven wire.  When fencing is completed, netting would be place over the pit and fence to below the ground level to prevent birds and small animals from gaining access to and becoming trapped in the contents of the pit.

Production Operations
If the well proves productive, facilities would be installed on the pad. Production facilities installed on the well pad would likely consist of a well head, heater treater, gas meter, and a tank battery consisting of two 400 barrel tanks, one for condensate/oil and one for produced water.  The tanks would be surrounded by a containment dike.  Facilities would be grouped on the well pad to allow for maximum interim reclamation.  All above ground facilities including power boxes, buildings, roofs, and any visible equipment would be painted juniper green.  The reserve pit would be allowed to sufficiently dry before being backfilled with excavated material.  During production the well would be visited daily or less frequently, depending on the production established.  Occasionally there would be need for routine maintenance, work over operations, and shipment of product or produced water.

Reclamation Operations
Portions of the access road not needed for vehicle travel, and areas of the well pad not needed for production would be reclaimed (interim reclamation).  Interim reclamation of the well pad and access road would begin as soon as practicable after the well is placed in production. Interim reclamation would include cut and fill slopes and would extend to within close proximity of the wellhead and production facilities. 

Final reclamation would involve recontouring all disturbed areas of the well pad and the spur road to the original contour or a contour that blends with the surrounding topography, ripping soils that were compacted by equipment operation, evenly spreading the reserved top soil, and seeding.

The following seed mix would be used for interim and final reclamation:

	Species
	Variety or Cultivator
	PLS/A

	Fourwing saltbush
	Atriplex canescens
	2.0

	Antelope Bitterbrush
	Purshia tridentata
	2.0

	Crested wheatgrass
	Agropyron desertorum
	2.0

	Indian ricegrass
	Oryzopsis hymenoides
	2.0

	Galleta grass
	Hillaria jamesii
	1.0

	Scarlet globemallow or
	Sphaeralcea coccinea
	1.0

	Cicer milkvetch
	Astragalus sabulosus
	1.0



Seeding can be accomplished by either broadcasting or drilling.  If seed is broadcast, the seeding rate would be doubled and the seed must be covered by using some type of drag.





INTERDISCIPLINARY TEAM CHECKLIST

Project Title:		Sundance 23-1H Application for Permit to Drill

NEPA Log Number:       DOI-BLM-UT-Y020
File/Serial Number:        UTU-82229 (Surface Location) and UTU-82608 (Bottom Hole Target)

Project Leader                 Cliff Giffen

DETERMINATION OF STAFF: (Choose one of the following abbreviated options for the left column)
NP = not present in the area impacted by the proposed or alternative actions 
NI = present, but not affected to a degree that detailed analysis is required 
PI = present with potential for relevant impact that need to be analyzed in detail in the EA
NC = (DNAs only) actions and impacts not changed from those disclosed in the existing NEPA documents cited in Section D of the DNA form. The Rationale column may include NI and NP discussions.
	Determi-nation
	Resource
	Rationale for Determination*
	Signature
	Date

	RESOURCES AND ISSUES CONSIDERED (INCLUDES SUPPLEMENTAL AUTHORITIES APPENDIX 1 H-1790-1)

	PI
	Air Quality
	The construction, drilling, completion, testing, and production of an oil and gas well results in various emissions that affect air quality.  Impacts to air quality will be analyzed in detail in the EA.
	
	

	NI
	Greenhouse Gas Emissions – Climate Change
	The proposed action is in compliance with the Monticello RMP. Impacts to climate change were addressed in the Monticello PRMP/FEIS, 8/2008 (PRMP/FEIS pg. 4-8). In addition to the air quality information contained within the FEIS, new information about greenhouse gases (GHGs) and their effects on national and global climate conditions has emerged since RMP was prepared. Without additional meteorological monitoring and modeling systems, it is difficult to determine the spatial and temporal variability and change of climatic conditions; what is known is that increasing concentrations of GHGs are likely to accelerate the rate of climate change.

Determining GHG emissions, their relationship to global climatic patterns, and the resulting impacts is an ongoing scientific process. The BLM does not have the ability to associate a BLM action’s contribution to climate change with impacts in any particular area. The technology to be able to do so is not yet available. The inconsistency in results of scientific models used to predict climate change at the global scale coupled with the lack of scientific models designed to predict climate change on regional or local scales, limits the ability to quantify potential future impacts of decisions made at the APD authorization level and determining the significance of any discrete amount of GHG emissions is beyond the limits of existing science. When further information on the impacts to climate change is known, such information would be incorporated into the BLM’s planning and NEPA documents as appropriate.

It is currently not feasible to know with certainty the net impacts from oil and gas exploration and development on climate. While BLM actions may contribute to the climate change phenomenon, the specific effects of those actions on global climate are speculative given the current state of the science. The proposed action would result in GHG emissions. However, the effects of those emissions on global climate change cannot be determined.
	CGiffen
Leonard Herr
	12/10/13

	NP
	Areas of Critical Environmental Concern 
	The project area is not within any ACEC.  The project is not within any area that was previously designated or proposed as an ACEC.
	
	

	NI
	Cultural Resources
	A cultural survey was completed and the report filed in the BLM Monticello F.O. Mitigation and monitoring recommended in the report has been included in conditions of approval.  SHPO consultation was conducted and concurrence was received on _____.
	
	

	NI
	Environmental Justice
	Minority and low income populations do exist in the planning area. The PRMP/FEIS, 2008 adequately assessed impacts to environmental justice populations as defined in Executive Order 12898 and it was determined that no BLM action proposed across all alternatives or the Proposed Plan would target or cause any disproportionate impacts to any minority or low income segments of the population (PRMP/FEIS, 2008 p. 4-421). Therefore, environmental justice need not be analyzed in detail.
	
	

	NP
	Farmlands (Prime or Unique)
	There are no prime or unique farmlands in the proposed project area.
	
	

	NI
	Fish and Wildlife Excluding USFW Designated Species
	There would be temporary displacement of some wildlife during drilling and production.  Raptors would be protected as outlined in the RMP and the Best Management Practices for Raptors and Their Associated Habitats in Utah.  Depending on the timing of operations, a survey for migratory birds may be required.  The SOPs, BMPs, and site specific surveys and mitigation to protect crucial deer winter range and reclamation to reestablish habitat, would mitigate impacts to raptors, migratory birds, deer and other wildlife.
	
	

	NP
	Floodplains
	There are no floodplains within the area of the project.
	
	

	NI
	Fuels/Fire Management
	The proposed project would occur in pinon and juniper woodland and sagebrush.  Approximately 54 acres of surface would be disturbed by access road, well pad and pipeline construction. Of these 54 acres, approximately five acres would be new surface disturbance caused by well pad and new road construction. The remaining 49 acres of disturbance would be existing road maintenance, repair and reconstruction; and the placement of a surface pipeline adjacent to existing roads and ways.  Fire crews have been trained in mitigation procedures should wildfire pass through an area containing oil and gas development. Fuels and fire management will not be affected to the degree that would require analysis in the EA
	
	

	NI
	Mineral Resources/Energy Production
	The proposed well is located within the Blanding sub-basin. Oil and gas resources in this area of the Paradox basin occur primarily in the Porous Carbonate Buildup Play within the Paradox Formation and, have a high potential for occurrence (PRMP/FEIS, 2008, Chapter 3.8.2.1). The project area is designated as open to oil and gas leasing subject to special stipulations.  Depending on the success of the well, non-renewable natural gas and /or oil would be extracted and delivered to market.  Production of oil and/or gas would result in the irretrievable loss of these resources.  A Reasonable Foreseeable Development Scenario (RFD, 2005) was prepared as part of the Monticello Field Office RMP.  Environmental impacts of the RFD were analyzed and are documented in the RMP/EIS.  The proposed action would not exceed the level of activity predicted in the RFD.  Therefore, Mineral Resources/Energy Production will not be analyzed in detail.
	
	

	NI
	Invasive Species/Noxious Weeds
	There are no known infestations of State of Utah listed noxious weeds in the immediate vicinity of the proposed action.  The proposed project incorporates standard terms and conditions, and mitigation measures that reduce the potential for invasive plant and weed establishment resulting from construction, drilling and production operations.   These measures include erosion control, minimizing surface disturbance and reseeding with native species.  If listed noxious weeds become established as a result of the proposed action, the operator would be responsible, following BLM protocols, for treatment and control of noxious weeds utilizing integrated pest management techniques.  Any control activities must be coordinated with the BLM prior to treatment.  Thereby, Invasive species/Noxious weeds will not be impacted to the degree that would require detailed analysis in the EA.
	
	

	NI
	Lands/Access
	The project involves the use of Monticello Field Office Travel Management Plan “D” roads off lease. These roads will require Rights-of-Way to be authorized. The applicant has stated that the APD will also serve as a Right-of-Way application as provided by 43 CFR 2804.24(b). This EA adequately analyzes impacts from access road construction to other resources.

Lands and access are not impacted to the degree that requires additional analysis in the EA.
	
	

	NI
	Livestock Grazing
	The proposed action occurs in the Monument Canyon grazing Allotment.  If drilling occurred while livestock were in the area the livestock could be temporarily displaced along the access road and the well pad.  This is a small part of the allotment and would not affect grazing in the area as a whole.  The reserve pit fence would prevent livestock entry. Livestock grazing will not be impacted to the degree that would require detailed analysis in the EA.
	
	

	NI
	Migratory Birds.
	The following Condition of Approval will be attached to the approved APD:

The Operator shall arrange for a breeding season raptor survey to be conducted prior to the commencement of access road and well pad construction, drilling and completion operations, production facility construction and pipeline construction. Surveys shall be conducted for subsequent years if these activities would be conducted between March 1 and August 31. The survey shall be conducted by a qualified biologist according to protocol and a survey report shall be submitted to the BLM for review. The person(s) conducting the survey shall contact the BLM Monticello Field Office wildlife biologist prior to conducting the survey for requirements. Depending on survey results, the Authorized Officer shall determine appropriate timing limitations. This condition of approval does not apply to production operations. 

The inclusion of this Condition of Approval will adequately mitigate any impacts to migratory birds.  Migratory birds will not be impacted to the degree that would require detailed analysis in the EA.
	
	

	NI
	Native American Religious Concerns
	A cultural survey was completed and the report filed in the BLM Monticello F.O. The report contains recommendations to assure cultural sites are avoided. These recommendations are carried forward as conditions of approval attached to the approved APD. Based on the report and the COAs the BLM made a determination of “no adverse effect” to cultural sites.

Consultation letters were sent to Native American Tribes on____________. Tribes were asked to respond within 30 business days if they had concerns.  Refer to Appendix H of the EA for a copy of the consultation letter and list of the Tribes consulted. 

Based on the BLM determination of “no adverse effect” Native American Religious Concerns will  not be impacted to the degree that would require detailed analysis in the EA.
	
	

	NI
	Paleontology
	The ROD/RMP, 2008 (p.87) decision PAL-10 directs that an on-site evaluation of surface disturbing activities be conducted for all potential fossil yield class 5 areas.  The project area includes Class 2 and Class 5   The following COA will be attached to the approved APD:

Prior to access road, well pad and buried pipeline construction operations the operator shall arrange for a paleontological survey. The survey shall be conducted by qualified persons and a report submitted to the BLM Monticello Field Office. Depending on the paleontological report the authorized officer will determine appropriate mitigation.

Paleontology will not be impacted to the degree that would require detailed analysis in the EA.
	
	

	NI
	Rangeland Health Standards 
	Utah Standards for Rangeland Health are individually addressed as separate resources for determination of impacts in this checklist.  It has been determined that the proposed action, in consideration of associated mitigation measures, would have No Impact or the resource is Not Present for Standard #1 (Soils), #2 (Riparian), #3 (Biotic), and #4 (Water Quality).  Thereby, there are no affects to a degree that detailed analysis is required.
	
	

	NI
	Recreation
	The proposed project area is used for dispersed recreation such as hunting and hiking.  This use is not intensive and the proposed project would not impact recreation to the degree that would require detailed analysis.
	
	

	NI
	Socio-Economics
	Impacts to Socio-Economics were adequately analyzed in the PRMP/FEIS, 2008.  This analysis suggests that overall contribution to San Juan County employment from oil and gas development is minimal, regardless of alternative.  Employment related to mining activities, including oil and gas development, contributed 5.6% to the total employment in San Juan County in 2000 (PRMP/FEIS, 2008 p. 4-432).  Therefore, Socio-Economics will not be impacted to the degree that would require detailed analysis in the EA.
	
	

	NI
	Soils
	The proposed project incorporates standard terms and conditions, and mitigation measures that reduce the impacts from construction, drilling and production operations.  These measures include erosion control, minimizing surface disturbance and reseeding with native species.  This mitigation is consistent with Rangeland Health Standards and Guidelines.  This amount of disturbance is nominal for the landscape that is encompassed by mature pinyon and juniper trees.  The proposal is minimal in size and would not influence the overall quantity or quality of the soils present in the area of the proposed action.  Therefore, soils would have No Impact to their overall integrity and sustainability as a result of the proposal.
	
	

	NP
	Threatened, Endangered or Candidate Plant Species
	Based on existing inventories, no listed T & E candidate species or sensitive plant species are known to occur within the project area.
	
	

	NP
	Threatened, Endangered or Candidate Animal Species
	Based on existing inventories and habitat evaluations, there are no threatened, endangered, or candidate species that utilize this area and the area is not considered potentially suitable habitat.
	
	

	NI
	Wastes 
(hazardous or solid)
	Drilling fluids, produced water, and other wastes associated with the exploration and development for production of crude oil or natural gas are excluded as a hazardous waste under 40 CFR 261.4(b)(4).  The surface use plan contained in the APD includes sufficient mitigation to ensure proper containment and disposal of solid wastes generated from the proposed drilling activity.
	
	

	NI
	Water Resources/Quality (drinking/surface/ground)
	Standard operating procedures (SOPs) required Onshore Oil and Gas Order (OOGO) No. 2 by would be sufficient to isolate and protect all usable ground water zones.  Potential fresh water aquifers would be cased and cemented.  The casing would be pressure tested to ensure integrity prior to drilling out the surface casing shoe plug.  The SOPs required by OOGO No. 7 provide for disposal of produced water from drilling and production operations. The proposed action would not affect any Sole Source Aquifer or Drinking Water Source Protection Zone.   IM UT-2010-055, Attachment C has been completed and included in appendix E of the EA. Water resources will not be impacted to the degree that would require detailed analysis in the EA.
	
	

	NP
	Wetlands/Riparian Zones
	There are no wetlands or riparian zones that would be affected by the project.
	
	

	NP
	Wild and Scenic Rivers
	There are no designated or eligible wild and scenic river segments nearby or within the project area.
	
	

	NP
	Wilderness/WSA
	There are no BLM Wilderness Study Areas or designated wilderness areas in the project area.
	
	

	NI
	Woodland / Forestry
	The proposed project would occur in pinon and juniper woodland and sagebrush.  Approximately 54 acres of surface would be disturbed by access road, well pad and pipeline construction. Of these 54 acres, approximately five acres would be new surface disturbance caused by well pad and new road construction. The remaining 49 acres of disturbance would be existing road maintenance, repair and reconstruction; and the placement of a surface pipeline adjacent to existing roads and ways.  

This amount of disturbance is nominal for the landscape that is encompassed by pinyon and juniper woodland.  The proposal would not influence the overall quantity or quality of forestry products available to the public.  Therefore, woodlands and forestry would have No Impact to their overall integrity and sustainability as a result of the proposal.
	
	

	NI
	Vegetation Excluding USFW Designated Species
	The proposed project would occur in pinon and juniper woodland and sagebrush.  Approximately 54 acres of surface would be disturbed by access road, well pad and pipeline construction. Of these 54 acres, approximately five acres would be new surface disturbance caused by well pad and new road construction. The remaining 49 acres of disturbance would be existing road maintenance, repair and reconstruction; and the placement of a surface pipeline adjacent to existing roads and ways.  

The proposed project is located primarily within an Upland Shallow Loam (pinyon - Utah juniper) ecological site.  

The proposed project incorporates standard terms and conditions, and mitigation measures that reduce the impacts from construction, drilling, and production operations.  These measures include erosion control, minimizing surface disturbance, reclamation efforts, and reseeding with adaptive plant species.  These mitigation items are consistent with Rangeland Health Standards and Guidelines.  The amount of disturbance is nominal for the landscape that is encompassed by mature pinion and juniper trees of this ecological site.  

The proposal would not appreciably influence the overall quantity or quality of the vegetation present in the area of the proposed action.  Biotic integrity and sustainability will be maintained for the Upland Shallow Loam ecological site.  Therefore, vegetation communities are Not Impacted to a degree that detailed analysis is warranted.
	
	

	NI
	Visual Resources
	Impacts to visual resource management from oil and gas development were adequately analyzed in the PRMP/FEIS, 2008.  The area of the proposed project has been designated as VRM class IV to allow for surface disturbing oil and gas exploration and development.  Under VRM class IV, major modifications of the natural landscape would be permitted and allowed to dominate the natural landscape.  However, best management practices will be included in the conditions of approval to minimize the impact of the proposed project to visual resources.  Visual Resources will not be analyzed in detail.
	
	

	NP
	Wild Horses and Burros
	There are no wild horses or burros in the project area.
	
	

	NP
	Areas with Wilderness Characteristics
	There are no lands with wilderness characteristics in the proposed project area.  
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