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U.S. Department of the Interior 

Bureau of Land Management 

Cottonwood Field Office  

1 Butte Drive 

Cottonwood, Idaho 83530 
 

DECISION RECORD 

 

Project Name:  Sheep Fire Blowdown Salvage 

Office:  Cottonwood Field Office, Idaho 

Case File No.:  FM 32 (5000) 

NEPA Register No.:  DOI-BLM-ID-C020-2015-0005-DNA 
Location:  Idaho County, Idaho 

Geographic Area:  Five (5) miles east of Lucille, ID – Sheep Fire Salvage Contract Units 1, 5-A-

1, 5-A-2, 5-A-3, 5-B-2, and 5-B-3. 

Legal Description:  Boise Meridian, T 26N, R 2E, Sec 30 W½, 31 SE¼, Sec 32 W½  
Contact: Robbin Boyce; Assistant Field Manager, Telephone: 208-962-3793; e-mail: 

rboyce@blm.gov 

 

Proposed Action  

 

The Cottonwood Field Office has proposed to salvage approximately 20 to 30 log truck loads of 

sawlogs that were blown down during a wind event that occurred within the project area of the 

previous Sheep Fire Timber Salvage. Within localized areas the wind event uprooted and 

snapped off portions of trees that were designated as leave trees by the BLM’s 2013 Sheep Fire 

Timber Salvage project.  Blowdown concentrations occur within units 1, 5-A-1, 5-A-2. 5-A-3, 5-

B-2, and 5-B-3 as identified within the Sheep Fire Timber Salvage environmental assessment 

(EA) (June, 2013)(see attached Map). Harvesting within this portion of the project area was 

completed in 2013-2014 as part of the Wet Gulch Timber Salvage Contract (IDC02-TS-

2013.0004). The new proposed timber salvage would utilize the same harvest methods (ground 

based and/or cable) as specified in the original EA (see map). Salvage operations would occur 

along existing roads (no decommissioned roads will be utilized) and all logs will be 

skidded/yarded to the existing road system. All applicable design features and mitigations 

identified in the EA (see Appendix A.) would be followed during the proposed salvage 

operation. 
 

Compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act 

In accordance with regulations to implement the procedural requirements of the NEPA found at 40 

CFR Parts 1500-1508 and 43 CFR Part 46, the BLM has reviewed the proposed action in the Sheep 

Fire Blowdown Salvage DNA Worksheet.  BLM’s review determined that the proposed action, as 

described, would not result in any significant impact that would require preparation of an EA prior to 

approving this project for implementation.  As documented in the Determination of NEPA 

Adequacy (DNA) worksheet, the proposed project is essentially similar to the original project 

analyzed in the Sheep Fire Timber Salvage Final Environmental Assessment (June 2013).  

Furthermore the BLM has determined that the existing analysis, range of alternatives and direct, 

indirect and cumulative effects analyzed in the EA are still valid.   

 



2 

 

 

Public Involvement 

 

The public was notified of the proposed action and alternatives analyzed in the 2013 EA through 

mailings and the BLM e-Planning NEPA Register.  Public comments received were addressed in the 

EA and Decision Record for the 2013 proposal.   

Decision   
 

It is my decision to implement the Sheep Fire Blowdown Salvage project, as it is described in the 

proposed action above a, to include environmental design and monitoring features identified in the 

2013 Sheep Fire Timber Salvage EA.   

 

Rationale 

 

The Sheep Fire Blowdown Salvage project is in conformance with the Cottonwood Resource 

Management Plan (December 2009): 

 

Goal FP-1—Provide forest products to help meet local and national demands. 

Objective FP-1.1—Prioritize vegetation treatment projects that will maximize forest commodity 

recovery. 

Action FP-1.3.1—In forest stands that are susceptible to or have outbreaks of forest insect or 

disease, or have mortality related to wildland fire, expedite salvage to capture economic return. 
 

 

Approval and Effective Date 

 

 

/s/        6/1/15 

________________________     _______________  

Will Runnoe, Field Manager     Date 

 

 

Protest and Appeal  

 

This forest management decision may be protested under 43 CFR 5003 - Administrative 

Remedies. This decision record constitutes the decision document for the purpose of protests. 

Protests of this decision must be filed with this office within fifteen days after the date of this 

decision record. As interpreted by the BLM, the regulations do not authorize the acceptance of 

protests in any form other than a signed, written hard copy that is delivered to the physical 

address of the BLM Cottonwood Field Office: 

 

Bureau of Land Management  

Cottonwood Field Office  

ATTN: 2015 Sheep Fire Blowdown Salvage 

1 Butte Drive 

Cottonwood, Idaho 83522 
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Attachment: Map of Project Area 

 


