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Deer Creek Campground and Trailhead lmprovements
Environmental Assessment

N EPA No. DOI-BLM-UT-0300-2015-0016-EA

INTRODUCTION

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has prepared an environmental assessment for a proposed

action to upgrade and improve the facilities at theDeer Creek Campground and Trailhead located along
BurrTrail Road in Garfield County, Utah. The projectwould replace old, deteriorated site amenities,
improve vehicular circulation and site drainage, improve accessibility, reduce vegetation and soil
trampling, prevent encroachment into an adjacent WSA, and improve the recreational experience.

The Deer Creek Campground and Trailhead lmprovements Project Area is located in the Monument's
Passage Zone approximately 8 miles southeast of Boulder, Utah in Garfield County and is within the
Deer Creek Recreation Site which was established in 1970. The campground is approximately two acres
and the trailhead is approximately 0.25 acres. The proposed action is more fully described in

Environmental Assessment No. DOI-BLM-UT-0300-2015-00L6-EA. This EA is available at the Grand
Staircase-Escalante National Monument Headquarters office at 669 South Highway 89A in Kanab, Utah.
It analyzed the Proposed Action and a No Action Alternative. The EA is incorporated by reference into
this Finding of No Significant lmpact (FONSI).

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

Based upon a review of the EA and the supporting documents, I have determined that the project is not
a major federal action and will not significantly affect the quality of the human environment. I

considered the impacts of this action both individually and cumulatively with other actions in the
general area. No environmental impacts meet the definition of significance in context or intensity as

defined in 40 CFR 7508.27 . The environmental impacts of this project, individually and cumulatively do
not exceed those impacts described in the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument Management
Plan/FElS. Therefore, an environmental impact statement is not needed.

ln making this finding, I considered both the context and intensity of the project as discussed below

Context: The project is a site-specific action directly involving less than 3 acres of BLM administered
land in a location where existing facilities are to be improved and upgraded. These facilities are utilized
by visitors from across the country and beyond; but the campground which has seven sites and the
trailhead which accommodates up to 12 vehicles are both small and do not have international, national,
regional, or state-wide importance.

lntensiW: The following discussion is organized by the significance criteria described in 40 CFR 1,508.27

and was used during my consideration of intensity.
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1. The activities described in the proposed action do not include any significant beneficial or adverse

impacts (40 CFR 1508.27(bX1)). The EA includes a description of the expected environmental
consequences of upgrading and improving the facilities at Deer Creek Campground and Trailhead; these

impacts may be both beneficial and adverse. Where needed, design features to reduce impacts to ROW

holders, recreation, a listed Threatened Plant Species, Wild and Scenic River suitable segments,

Wilderness Study Areas, and visuals resources were incorporated into the Proposed Action. None of the
environmental consequences discussed in detail in the EA are considered significant.

2. The activities included in the proposed action would not significantly affect public health or safety (40

CFR 1508.27(b)(2)). The proposal removes parking from a flood prone area as well as improves
accessibility to the amenities in the campground.

3. The proposed activities would not significantly affect any unique characteristics (40 CFR

1503.27(bX3)) of the geographic area such as proximity to historic or cultural resources, park lands,

prime farm lands, wetlands, wilderness, wild and scenic rivers, or ecologically critical areas. The

proposal does not impact park lands or prime farmlands because they are not present in the project

area. The historic and cultural resources of the area have been inventoried and no cultural resource

sites were found. The project area is surrounded by wilderness study areas; a wild and scenic river
suitable segment runs along side it; and wetlands exist adjacent to project area. The proposal is

designed to prevent impacts to these areas. Ute Ladies' Tresses (Spiranthes diluvialis), a listed

Threatened Plant species, has been identified adjacent to the project area and those areas will be staked

to prevent impacts during construction.

4. The activities described in the Proposed Action do not involve impacts on the human environment
that are likely to be highly controversial (40 CFR 1508.27(bX4)). BLM has operated and managed this
campground and trailhead for decades as well as numerous others in the region. Based on that past

experience, the impacts are well understood.

5. The activities described in the Proposed Action do not involve impacts that are highly uncertain or
involve unique or unknown risks (40 CFR 1508.27(bX5)). The activities described in the proposal are not
uniqueorunusual(seeChapter2oftheEA). TheBLMhasexperienceimplementingsimilarprojectsand
the analysis indicates that impacts are not highly uncertain, unique, or unknown.

6. My decision to implement these activities does not establ¡sh a precedent for future actions with
significant impacts or represent a decision in principle about a future consideration (40 CFR

1508.27(bX6)). The selected alternative can be implemented independent of any other action and does

not set a precedent related to possible future actions.

7. The impacts of upgrading and improving the facilities at Deer Creek Campground and Trailhead

would not be significant, individually or cumulatively, when considered with the impacts of other actions
(40 CFR 150S.27(bX7)). The EA discloses that there are no other connected or cumulative actions that
would cause significant cumulative impacts. The EA also discloses that the interdisciplinary team
considered the impacts in the context of past, present, and reasonably foreseeable actions and no

significant cum ulative ¡m pacts a re predicted.

8. I have determined that the activities described in the proposed action will not adversely affect
districts, sites, highways, structures, or other objects listed in or eligible for listing in the National
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Register of Historic Places or may cause loss or destruction of significant scientific, cultural, or historical
resources (40 CFR 1508.27(b). Previous inventory work and recent field inspections for this project have
found no cultural resource sites.

9. The proposed activities are not likely to adversely affect any endangered or threatened species or its
habitat that has been determined to be critical under the Endangered Species Act (40 CFR

1508.27(bX9)). A known population of the Ute Ladies' Tresses (Spironthes diluviolis)is adjacent to the
proposed project in the Deer Creek Campground . The U.S. Fish and Wildlife service has this plant
species listed under the ESA as Threatened. The proposed project was designed to avoid any adverse
effects to the known Utes Ladies' Tresses (Spironthes diluvialis)population or its habitat by staking and
flagging construction limits to prevent encroachment into habitat during construction.

10. The proposed activities will not threaten any violation of Federal, State, or local law or requirements
imposed for the protection of the environment (40 CFR 1508.27(bX10)). The Proposed Action conforms
to the Monument Management Plan and is consistent with the Garfield County General Management
Plan. State, local, and tribal interests were provided an opportunity to participate in the environmental
analysis process.

/ô- c-/,s
Cynthi k Date
Monument Manager
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