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220 E Market St 
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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION  
 

Upper Colorado Environmental Plant Center Seeding 
DOI-BLM-CO-N05-2015-0046-CX 

 
Identifying Information 
Project Title: Upper Colorado Environmental Plant Center Seeding 

Legal Description: Township 1 South, Range 99 West Sections 11 and 12 

Applicant: Upper Colorado Environmental Plant Center (UCEPC) 

Conformance with the Land Use Plan 
The Proposed Action is subject to and is in conformance (43 CFR 1610.5) with the following 
land use plan:  

Land Use Plan: White River Record of Decision and Approved Resource Management Plan 
(ROD/RMP) 

Date Approved: July 1997 

Decision Language: “Maintain healthy, diverse and sustainable rangeland and woodland plant 
communities.” (page 2-10) 

Proposed Action 
Project Components and General Schedule 
The UCEPC proposes to plant approximately 50 native plant materials in replicated plots and 
evaluate for five years (2015-2020) to determine the products that are most successful at 
establishing and persisting. The entries will consist of the current recommendations of BLM and 
NRCS for this site and similar sites against other experimental, or recently released plant 
materials, including some from the Piceance Basin and UCEPC. 

The site selected is an approximately 250 ft by 250 ft plot near the intersection of Rio Blanco 
County Roads 20 and 24X. In the summer of 2014, this area was burned by the Carls Hole fire, 
and the majority of the burn was seeded in the spring of 2015; however the proposed plot 
location steep slopes were not seeded. Prior to seeding the plot, the BLM has committed to 
spraying the plot with Roundup Pro to kill all vegetation in the project area in the fall of 2015 
just prior to seeding if necessary. UCEPC will then seed the plot in the fall of 2015. To keep all 



DOI-BLM-CO-N05-2015-0046-CX  2 
 

wildlife, livestock and horses out of the plot, an 8 foot tall woven wire fence will be constructed. 
The fence will be temporary and will be removed once the project is completed. 

BLM Required Conditions of Approval to Mitigate Impacts to Cultural and 
Paleontological Resources  

1. The applicant is responsible for informing all persons who are associated with the project 
that they will be subject to prosecution for knowingly disturbing archaeological sites or 
for collecting artifacts.  

2. If any archaeological materials are discovered as a result of operations under this 
authorization, activity in the vicinity of the discovery will cease, and the BLM WRFO 
Archaeologist will be notified immediately. Work may not resume at that location until 
approved by the AO. The applicant will make every effort to protect the site from further 
impacts including looting, erosion, or other human or natural damage until BLM 
determines a treatment approach, and the treatment is completed. Unless previously 
determined in treatment plans or agreements, BLM will evaluate the cultural resources 
and, in consultation with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), select the 
appropriate mitigation option within 48 hours of the discovery. The applicant, under 
guidance of the BLM, will implement the mitigation in a timely manner. The process will 
be fully documented in reports, site forms, maps, drawings, and photographs. The BLM 
will forward documentation to the SHPO for review and concurrence. 

3. Pursuant to 43 CFR 10.4(g), the applicant must notify the AO, by telephone and written 
confirmation, immediately upon the discovery of human remains, funerary items, sacred 
objects, or objects of cultural patrimony. Further, pursuant to 43 CFR 10.4(c) and (d), the 
operator must stop activities in the vicinity of the discovery and protect it for 30 days or 
until notified to proceed by the AO. 

4. The applicant is responsible for informing all persons who are associated with the project 
operations that they will be subject to prosecution for disturbing or collecting vertebrate  
or other scientifically-important fossils, collecting large amounts of petrified wood (over 
25lbs./day, up to 250lbs./year), or collecting fossils for commercial purposes on public 
lands.  

 
5. If any paleontological resources are discovered as a result of operations under this 

authorization, the applicant or any of his agents must stop work immediately at that site, 
immediately contact the BLM Paleontology Coordinator, and make every effort to protect 
the site from further impacts, including looting, erosion, or other human or natural 
damage. Work may not resume at that location until approved by the AO. The BLM or 
designated paleontologist will evaluate the discovery and take action to protect or remove 
the resource within 10 working days. Within 10 days, the operator will be allowed to 
continue construction through the site, or will be given the choice of either (a) following 
the Paleontology Coordinator’s instructions for stabilizing the fossil resource in place and 
avoiding further disturbance to the fossil resource, or (b) following the Paleontology 
Coordinator’s instructions for mitigating impacts to the fossil resource prior to continuing 
construction through the project area. 
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Categorical Exclusion Review 
The Proposed Action qualifies as a categorical exclusion under 516 DM 11.9, J9: “Construction 
of small protective enclosures, including those to protect reservoirs and springs and those to 
protect small study areas.”  
 
The Proposed Action has been reviewed with the list of extraordinary circumstances (43 CFR 
46.215) described in the table below.  
 

Extraordinary Circumstance YES NO 

a) Have significant adverse effects on public health and safety.  X 
b) Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic 

characteristics as historic or cultural resources; park, recreation, or refuge lands; 
wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or principal 
drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands; floodplains; national 
monuments; migratory birds; and other ecologically significant or critical areas. 

 X 

c) Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts 
concerning alternative uses of available resources.  X 

d) Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or involve 
unique or unknown environmental risks.  X 

e) Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about 
future actions with potentially significant environmental effects.  X 

f) Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but 
cumulatively significant environmental effects.  X 

g) Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, in the National 
Register of Historic Places as determined by the bureau.  X 

h) Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List of 
Endangered or Threatened Species, or have adverse effects on designated Critical 
Habitat for these species. 

 X 

i) Violate a Federal law, or a State, local or tribal law or requirement imposed for the 
protection of the environment.  X 

j) Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority 
populations.  X 

k) Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by 
Indian religious practitioners or significantly affect the physical integrity of such 
sacred sites. 

 X 

l) Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or 
non-native invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that may promote 
the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species. 

 X 

 
 

Interdisciplinary Review 
The Proposed Action was presented to, and reviewed by, the White River Field Office 
interdisciplinary team on 4/14/2015. A complete list of resource specialists who participated in 
this review is available upon request from the White River Field Office. The table below lists 
resource specialists who provided additional review or remarks concerning cultural resources 
and special status species. 
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Appendix A. Figures 
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U.S. Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Land Management 

White River Field Office 
220 E Market St 

Meeker, CO 81641 
 

DECISION RECORD 
 

Upper Colorado Environmental Plant Center Seeding 
DOI-BLM-CO-N05-2015-0046-CX 

 
Decision 
It is my decision to implement the Proposed Action as described in DOI-BLM-CO-N05-2015-
0046-CX, authorizing the seeding of native plant materials and construction of the 8-ft tall 
wildlife fence around the plot. 

BLM Required Conditions of Approval to Mitigate Impacts to Cultural and 
Paleontological Resources  

1. The applicant is responsible for informing all persons who are associated with the project 
that they will be subject to prosecution for knowingly disturbing archaeological sites or 
for collecting artifacts.  

2. If any archaeological materials are discovered as a result of operations under this 
authorization, activity in the vicinity of the discovery will cease, and the BLM WRFO 
Archaeologist will be notified immediately. Work may not resume at that location until 
approved by the AO. The applicant will make every effort to protect the site from further 
impacts including looting, erosion, or other human or natural damage until BLM 
determines a treatment approach, and the treatment is completed. Unless previously 
determined in treatment plans or agreements, BLM will evaluate the cultural resources 
and, in consultation with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), select the 
appropriate mitigation option within 48 hours of the discovery. The applicant, under 
guidance of the BLM, will implement the mitigation in a timely manner. The process will 
be fully documented in reports, site forms, maps, drawings, and photographs. The BLM 
will forward documentation to the SHPO for review and concurrence. 

3. Pursuant to 43 CFR 10.4(g), the applicant must notify the AO, by telephone and written 
confirmation, immediately upon the discovery of human remains, funerary items, sacred 
objects, or objects of cultural patrimony. Further, pursuant to 43 CFR 10.4(c) and (d), the 
operator must stop activities in the vicinity of the discovery and protect it for 30 days or 
until notified to proceed by the AO. 

4. The applicant is responsible for informing all persons who are associated with the project 
operations that they will be subject to prosecution for disturbing or collecting vertebrate  
or other scientifically-important fossils, collecting large amounts of petrified wood (over 
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25lbs./day, up to 250lbs./year), or collecting fossils for commercial purposes on public 
lands.  

 
5. If any paleontological resources are discovered as a result of operations under this 

authorization, the applicant or any of his agents must stop work immediately at that site, 
immediately contact the BLM Paleontology Coordinator, and make every effort to protect 
the site from further impacts, including looting, erosion, or other human or natural 
damage. Work may not resume at that location until approved by the AO. The BLM or 
designated paleontologist will evaluate the discovery and take action to protect or remove 
the resource within 10 working days. Within 10 days, the operator will be allowed to 
continue construction through the site, or will be given the choice of either (a) following 
the Paleontology Coordinator’s instructions for stabilizing the fossil resource in place and 
avoiding further disturbance to the fossil resource, or (b) following the Paleontology 
Coordinator’s instructions for mitigating impacts to the fossil resource prior to continuing 
construction through the project area. 

   

Mitigation Measures 
None. 

Compliance with Laws & Conformance with the Land Use Plan 
This decision is in compliance with the Endangered Species Act and the National Historic 
Preservation Act. It is also in conformance with the 1997 White River Record of 
Decision/Approved Resource Management Plan. 

Public Involvement 
This project was posted on the WRFO’s on-line National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
register on 4/14/2015. No comments or inquiries have been received.  

Rationale 
The Proposed Action is categorically excluded from further documentation under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in accordance 516 DM 11.9, J9: “Construction of small 
protective enclosures, including those to protect reservoirs and springs and those to protect 
small study areas.” This categorical exclusion is appropriate in this situation because there are 
no extraordinary circumstances potentially having effects that may significantly affect the 
environment. The Proposed Action has been reviewed, and none of the extraordinary 
circumstances described in 43 CFR 46.215 apply. 

Monitoring and Compliance   
On-going compliance inspections and monitoring will be conducted by the BLM White River 
Field Office staff during and after construction. Specific mitigation developed in this document 
will be followed. The applicant will be notified of compliance related issues, and depending on 
the nature of the issue(s), will be provided 30 days to resolve such issues. 
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