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SCOPING/INFORMATION PACKAGE 

Ross Point Recreation Site Bank Stabilization 
DOI-BLM-ID-C010-2015-0001-EA 

Coeur d’Alene Field Office 
 

This information package summarizes a Bureau of Land Management (BLM) proposal to stabilize 
eroding shoreline at Ross Point along the Spokane River in accordance with the  2007 Coeur d’Alene 
Resource Management Plan. Federal actions must be analyzed in accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other relevant Federal and State laws and regulations to determine 
potential environmental consequences. 

The purpose of this report is to inform interested and affected parties of the proposal and to solicit 
comments to assist with the NEPA review of the proposal.  Analysis of the proposal is ongoing, and will 
be documented in an Environmental Assessment (EA).  Comments received in response to this 
solicitation will be used to identify potential environmental issues related to the proposed action and to 
identify alternatives to the proposed action that meet the purpose of and need for the project.   

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) will also use this public participation opportunity under the 
NEPA to assist the agency in satisfying the public involvement requirements under Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) (16 U.S.C. 470(f)) pursuant to 36 CFR 800.2(d)(3). The 
information about historic and cultural resources within the area potentially affected by the proposed 
action will assist the BLM in identifying and evaluating impacts to such resources in the context of both 
NEPA and Section 106 of the NHPA.  

The BLM will consult with Indian tribes on a government-to-government basis in accordance with 
Executive Order 13175 and other policies. Tribal concerns, including impacts on Indian trust assets and 
potential impacts to cultural resources, will be given due consideration. Federal, State, and local agencies, 
along with tribes and other stakeholders that may be interested in or affected by the proposed action that 
the BLM is evaluating, are invited to participate in the scoping process and, if eligible, may request or be 
requested by the BLM to participate in the development of the environmental analysis as a cooperating 
agency. 

Purpose and Need for Action 

The site was formerly an irrigation pumping station run by the Bureau of Reclamation, which later 
became an undeveloped recreation site (primarily for swimming) managed by the City of Post Falls.  In 
1995, the BLM removed the concrete pumphouse building and much of the associated piping and 
electrical lines.  In February of 2000, the BLM hauled off additional debris (primarily broken concrete 
and rebar) and placed three truck loads of boulders along the shoreline to help reduce bank erosion from 
boat wake and flood flows impacting the site. 

There is a need for additional bank stabilization to meet the objectives of protecting water quality by 
reducing sediment input from the site.  Boat traffic and wakes have increased substantially along this part 
of the Spokane River since the previous stabilization work by BLM in 2000. Currently, parts of the Ross 
Point BLM site are chronic sources of sediment entering directly into the Spokane River, particularly 
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from the toe of an eroding steep, sandy slope. Consequently, upland trees are being undermined and lost 
as the slope retreats from wave action and high river flows.  

Though initially effective in reducing scour and bank erosion, some of the  previously placed boulders 
have settled since 2000, allowing waves to constantly overtop them.  In contrast, other  boulders that were 
placed with supporting logs or rocks (footer) underneath them have remained at the design elevation, 
effectively limiting erosion.  

Goal WA-1 of the 2007 Coeur d’Alene Resource Management Plan (RMP) states: “ Maintain, improve or 
restore water quality to sustain designated beneficial uses on public lands.”  Objective WA-1.4 states: “ 
Protect all designated beneficial uses by preventing or limiting nonpoint source pollution; maintain or 
improve water quality through implementation of BMPs.” 

Hence the purpose of the proposed action is to achieve these goals and objective of the RMP by reducing 
soil erosion and contribution of sediment to the Spokane River from the Ross Point site. 

Existing Condition 

The site has an approximately 25- foot high, steep sandy bank that is actively eroding directly into the 
Spokane River. Other eroding areas of the site range from gently sloping to near vertical along the water’s 
edge. Recreational use can be very concentrated in the summer.  The undeveloped site is used by the 
public for recreation, primarily during the summer months. 

Proposed Action 

The BLM proposes to address the  problems described above by stabilizing the most erosive areas. 
Additional boulders, installed with vegetation and supporting rocks and logs to maintain the design 
elevation, would meet the BLM objective of improving water quality by substantially increasing bank 
protection and decreasing erosion from the site. A tracked excavator working from dry land, would be 
used to place materials. All work would be conducted in late Novemer or early December at low flow 
(weather permitting). Work would last two to three days and would be suspended if the river elevation 
rose or for unfavorable rain or snow conditions. 

Preliminary Issues 

1. Recreational use of the site could be restricted during stabilization actions. 
2. Water quality could be affected by short-term increase in erosion during installation and long-

term reduction after stabilization is completed. 
3. Habitat for fish and other aquatic species, to include special status species, could be affected by 

the stabilization actions.  
4. Construction could have an aesthetic effect on the site. 

Decision to be Made 

The field office manager for the Coeur d’Alene field office will decide whether to implement the 
proposed action.   
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Public Input Needed 

Comments are specifically requested on the proposed action, preliminary issues, and alternatives.  
Comments made on this proposal would be most helpful if they are received by January 9, 2014 and are 
directly relevant to the proposal and project area. The BLM will not reject public feedback outside 
established public involvement timeframes; however, these comments may be considered secondary to 
comments received in a timely manner and may only be assessed to determine if they identify concerns 
that would substantially alter the assumptions, proposal, design, or analysis presented in the EA.  
Comments sent electronically should be sent to BLM_ID_RossPointBankStablization@blm.gov with 
the title of this project in the subject line.  Please identify whether you are submitting comments as an 
individual or as the designated spokesperson on behalf of an organization.  Issues that are outside the 
scope of the proposal will not be addressed at this planning level.   

Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying information 
in your comment, be advised that your entire comment – including your personal identifying information 
– may be made publicly available at any time.  While you can ask us in your comment to withhold from 
public review your personal identifying information, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so. 

The primary contact for questions and comments for this analysis is Mike Stevenson, (208) 769-5024 
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