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Introduction

The project area is located approximately 15 miles southeast of Carson City, Nevada and is
within the jurisdictional boundary of the Sierra Front Field Office (SFFO) of the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM). The project consists of the construction of 1.5 miles of barbwire fence
around four small riparian areas which would enclose approximately 27 acres. Because one of
the proposed enclosures straddles an existing road, the project also includes the installation of
two cattleguards on the Sunrise Pass Road.

Public Involvement
The BLM coordinated with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) on this project.

Land Use Conformance
The following sections of the Consolidated Resource Management Plan are applicable to this
project:

e LSG DO 1. Maintain or improve the condition of the public rangelands.

e LSG SOP 3. Construction of fencing will minimize impacts to wildlife, wild horses,
recreation and visual resources.

e LSG SOP 4 The clearing of vegetation from project sites will be restricted to the
minimum amount necessary.

e RIP-2 ILD 1. Implement and evaluate livestock grazing management systems prior to
initiating extensive fencing. Riparian and fisheries habitat protection measures will
involve fencing of some specific areas to prevent over-utilization and trampling.

e WHB-4 SOP 2. New fences will be marked to make fencing more visible to horses.

e WLD-2 DO 5. Maintain or improve the habitat condition of meadow and aquatic areas.

Authority

Implementation of the Proposed Action is under the authority of the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976.

Rationale

The purpose of the enclosure fencing is to limit the amount of time livestock and wild horses are
utilizing the small springs and meadows, to improve riparian functionality and land health. The
purpose of the cattleguards is to enable motorized traffic to drive through the Camp Spring
enclosure.

Mitigation Measures
Sage-grouse fence markers would be installed on the top fence wire to alert wildlife and horses
to the new fence location.



Repairs to an existing spring development are occurring concurrently with the fence construction
to ensure animals have access to water outside of the enclosures.

Proposed Listings

As described in the categorical exclusion, extraordinary circumstances worksheet, the FWS has
proposed to list as threatened, the Bi-State sage-grouse, and proposed to designate critical
habitat. The BLM has determined that the effects from the Proposed Action would result in “not
likely to adversely aftect” determinations for the Bi-State sage-grouse and proposed critical
habitat. Based on coordination with FWS, no formal conferencing with FWS was determined to
be necessary.

Decision

It is my decision to authorize the construction of 1.5 miles of barbwire fence and the installation
of two cattle guards on the Sunrise Pass Road. Fencing will be constructed around four small
riparian areas. The fencing will consist of three strands of barbed wire and one smooth bottom
wire in accordance with BLM wildlife friendly fence standards (type B antelope). The wire
spacing for the wildlife standard is 16 inches, 22 inches, 30 inches and 42 inches and 16.5 feet
spacing between T-posts. Gates will be installed on each of the four enclosures. Two cattle
guards will be installed on the existing Sunrise Pass Road which will enable motorized traffic to
drive through the Camp Spring enclosure. Sage-grouse fence markers will be installed on the top
fence wire to alert wildlife and horses to the new fence location.
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APPEAL PROCEDURES

This decision may be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary, in
accordance with 43 CFR Part 4. If you appeal, your appeal must also be filed with the Bureau of
Land Management at the following address:

Leon Thomas

Field Manager

BLM, Sierra Front Field Office
5665 Morgan Mill Road
Carson City, NV 89701

Your appeal must be filed within thirty (30) days from receipt or issuance of this decision. The
appellant has the burden of showing that the decision appealed from is in error.

If you wish to file a petition pursuant to regulation 43 CFR 4.21 (58 FR 4942, January 19, 1993)
for a stay (suspension) of the decision during the time that your appeal is being reviewed by the
Board, the petition for stay must accompany your notice of appeal. Copies of the notice of
appeal and petition for a stay must also be submitted to:

Board of Land Appeals
Dockets Attorney

801 N. Quincy Street, Suite 300
Arlington, VA 22203

A copy must also be sent to the appropriate Office of the Solicitor at the same time the original
documents are filed with the above office.

U.S. Department of the Interior
Office of the Regional Solicitor
Pacific Southwest Region

2800 Cottage Way, Room E-1712
Sacramento, CA 95825

If you request a stay, you have the burden of proof to demonstrate that a stay should be granted.
A petition for a stay is required to show sufficient justification based on the following standards:

The relative harm to the parties if the stay is granted or denied.

The likelihood of the appellants’ success on the merits.

The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not granted.
Whether the public interest favors granting the stay.
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The Office of Hearings and Appeals regulations do not provide for electronic filing of appeals.
Electronically filed appeals will therefore not be accepted.



