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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

 

Background 

 

The Bureau of Land Management proposes to control all nuisance and invasive vegetation 

growing within aviation and administrative sites on Campbell Tract using chemical, physical, 

and mechanical control methods. The herbicides: imazapyr, glyphosate, and triclopyr are being 

proposed for use on these administrative sites. These herbicides were approved for use on BLM-

managed lands by the Record of Decision resulting from the Vegetation Treatments Using 

Herbicides on Bureau of Land Management Lands in 17 Western States Programmatic 

Environmental Impact Statement (2007). Site-specific information about the application of 

proposed herbicides was analyzed in the attached EA. 

 

The BLM has documented a slow but persistent encroachment by vegetation on the Campbell 

Airstrip. Alder, willow, and non-native species have infested the Campbell Tract airstrip, 

compromising the integrity of the compacted gravel, and resulting in conditions unacceptable for 

safe aviation operations. Attempts have been made by maintenance personnel to hand pull, mow, 

burn, and treat vegetation with salt. None of these methods proved successful in reducing 

damage to the airstrip gravel. 

 

Additionally, non-native invasive species have been found present at and infesting administrative 

sites at Campbell Tract. Forty-eight invasive plant species have been found within aviation, 

administrative, and roadside sites, seven of which are considered highly or extremely invasive 

and degrade plant community structure, composition, and ecological functions. Past efforts have 

been restricted to manual or mechanical control such as hand pulling, digging, use of weed 

wrenches, and laying down tarps. Although manual control works in some cases, it is both 

inefficient and ineffective for many infestations within Campbell Tract administrative areas. 

 

Finding of No Significant Impact   
 

This action and its effects have been evaluated consistent with the Council on Environmental 

Quality regulations for determining significance.  Per 40 CFR § 1508.27, a determination of 

significance requires consideration of both context and intensity.  The former refers to the 
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relative context in which the action would occur such as society as a whole, affected region, 

affected interests, etc.  The latter refers to the severity of the impact. 

 

Context 

 

The proposed action would occur in aviation and administrative sites on the Campbell Tract 

Facility in Anchorage, AK. The proposed project areas are adjacent to popular recreational trails 

used by many Anchorage area residents. Approximately 12.5 acres of land are being proposed 

for broadcast spray herbicide treatment and 29.7 acres are proposed for herbicide spot treatment 

of invasive species. 

 

Intensity 

 

1. Impacts that may be both beneficial and adverse.  

 

The EA discloses the potential for both beneficial and adverse effects. If accidental scenarios 

occur (spills, over-application, or other actions that are not consistent with the product label 

directions or BLM standard operating procedures) adverse effects are likely. However, only 

licensed herbicide applicators will be permitted to apply herbicides, significantly reducing the 

risk of application error and accidents. Beneficial effects to ecosystem function are very likely 

due to decreased competition with invasive species. Adjacent uninfested intact ecosystems will 

experience the greatest benefit. Additionally, remote sites visited by aircraft that have previously 

visited Campbell Tract will experience a lower risk of invasive plant invasion due to this 

alternative. 

 

2. The degree to which the proposed action affects public health and safety.  

 

Information presented in the EA and the Herbicide Vegetation Treatments EIS indicate that the 

proposed action poses minimal risk to public health and safety. The herbicides selected for this 

project have little potential to harm humans. The general public would not be exposed to 

substantial levels of any herbicide used in this project and nearly all exposures to the selected 

herbicides pose little to no risk to humans. Additionally, the proposed action will benefit human 

safety by improving take-off and landing conditions on the Campbell Airstrip.  

 

3. Unique characteristics of the geographic area such as proximity of historic or cultural 

resources, park lands, prime farmlands, wetlands, wild and scenic rivers, or ecologically 

critical areas.  

 

The project occurs within a developed recreation area. There are two historic resources located 

within the proposed project area. The project area is within the boundaries of ANC-01385, the 

collection of World War Two artifacts and features on the Campbell Tract. The project would 

also take place on ANC-00767, the Campbell Airstrip, which is a contributing element of ANC-

01385. However, the project poses no potential to effect the historic properties of these 

resources. 
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Wetlands occur in 0.4 acres of the proposed project. Only one herbicide will be used in this area, 

Aquamaster, which is approved for use in wetlands and bodies of water. There are no prime 

farmlands, wild and scenic rivers, ecologically critical areas. 

 

4. The degree to which the effects on the quality of the human environment are likely to be 

highly controversial.  

 

Information presented in the EA represents the best available science on the risks to public health 

and safety of the proposed herbicides. This information comes from peer-reviewed scientific 

literature and EPA documents, including confidential business information. Since the majority of 

scientific studies and other scientific literature indicate that the proposed herbicides are expected 

to pose minimal risk to public health and safety, we do not expect controversy. 

 

5. The degree to which the possible effects on the human environment are highly uncertain or 

involve unique or unknown risks.  

 

Extensive research has been conducted on the risk of the proposed herbicides. The herbicide risk 

assessments conducted for by Syracuse Environmental Research Associates, Inc. on behalf of the 

U.S. Forest Service concludes that the risks are adequately understood and it did not identify any 

unique or unknown risks. 

 

6. The degree to which the action may establish a precedent for future actions with significant 

effects or represents a decision in principle about a future consideration.  

 

Any future use of these herbicides in other locations or the use of other herbicides in this or other 

locations will require additional environmental analyses. This action will not set a precedent for 

future actions with significant effects.  

 

7. Whether the action is related to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively 

significant impacts.  

 

The EA did not reveal any significant cumulative effects. The EA did not identify that this action 

is related to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant impacts.  

 

8. The degree to which the action may adversely affect districts, sites, highways, structures, or 

objects listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places or may 

cause loss or destruction of significant scientific, cultural, or historic resources.  

 

The EA states that this action will not adversely affect any historical or cultural sites. The 

project will have a beneficial impact on historic properties by removing hazards to the integrity 

of the airstrip. 

 

9. The degree to which the action may adversely affect an endangered or threatened species or 

its habitat that has been determined to be critical under the Endangered Species Act of 1973.  

 

There are no Federally threatened or endangered species within the project area. 
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10. Whether the action threatens a violation of Federal, State, or local law or requirements 

imposed for the protection of the environment.  

 

Based on the EA, the proposed action does not threaten to violate Federal, State, or local law or 

requirements. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Therefore, on the basis of the information contained in the EA (DOI-BLM-AK-A010-2014-

0020-EA), and all other information available to me, it is my determination that: 

 

1. None of the environmental effects identified meet the definition of significance as 

defined by context and intensity considerations at 40 CFR § 1508.27; 

2. The alternatives are in conformance with the Ring of Fire RMP/ROD (2008); and 

3. The Proposed Action and alternatives do not constitute a major federal action having a 

significant effect on the human environment. 

 

Therefore, neither Environmental Impact Statement nor a supplement to the existing EA is 

necessary and neither will be prepared. 

 

 

/s/ Alan Bittner       7/22/2015 

__________________________________  _____________________________ 

Alan Bittner   Date 

Anchorage Field Manager 

 

 

Attachments 
1. Campbell Tract Administrative Facilities Integrated Pest Management to Control Vegetation 

Environmental Assessment. (DOI-BLM-AK-A010-2014-0020-EA), June 22, 2015 (Public 

Release). 

 


