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PROPOSED ACTION: Issue a Special Recreation Permit to Idaho for Wildlife to host a
competitive predator hunting derby on public lands located in the Challis, Salmon, and Upper Snake
Field Offices.
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION:
The proposed action is for the BLM to permit Idaho for Wildlife to hold an annual predator hunt
derby on public lands managed by the Challis, Salmon, and Upper Snake Field Offices of the
Idaho Falls District totaling approximately 3,100,000 acres (see attachment A). Registration for
the event would occur online or in person at a private business in Salmon, Idaho. After applicants
have registered, they would hunt for as many predators as they were able to harvest within 3 days
following the check-in. There would be no trapping for any species allowed as part of this event.
Participants would drive their harvested predators to Salmon, where they would compete against
other hunters for the highest number of points. A point system would be established and applied
to different predators. Coyotes, skunks, weasels, jackrabbits, raccoons and starlings are
classified by Idaho law as predatory. Predatory wildlife may be taken in any number year-round
and at any time by holders of the appropriate valid Idaho hunting or trapping licenses, provided
such taking is not in violation of state, county or city laws, ordinances, rules or regulations. The
Canadian Gray Wolf, which is listed as a big game predator is also an acceptable targeted
predator species as part of this event. All rules and hunting regulations associated with a
purchased Wolf tag can be found at http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/docs/rules/bgWolf.pdf.

The applicant would be permitted to host a competitive event on public lands, and as such would
have to comply with all regulations associated with these lands, including travel designations,
game retrieval laws, shooting restrictions (i.e campgrounds, buildings).


http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/docs/rules/bgWolf.pdf

In addition,
The design features/stipulations identified as part of the proposed event include:

e All Idaho Fish and Game hunting rules would apply;

e This event could occur between December 15 and January 15, and would be valid for 5
years after a successful initial 1 year probation period given the applicant completed the
annual permit maintenance required and followed all applicable laws, regulations, and
stipulations;

e Three consecutive days of competitive use of public lands would be authorized under this
permit;

e The anticipated use is between 250 to 300 registered competitors, however, the permit
would allow for up to 500 competitors to accommodate growth in subsequent years; and

e The event would be permitted for up to 3 actual use days, where hunters are on public
lands competing in the event.

Monitoring:

Monitoring would be conducted at random to ensure the applicant is implementing the
stipulations and design features identified. A BLM representative would be present at the pre-
meet and registration to ensure the applicable stipulations are clearly communicated to the
contestants.

There are 17 WSA’s located in the action area including Appendicitis Hill, Black Canyon, Borah
Peak, Boulder Creek, Burnt Creek, Cedar Butte, China Cup Butte, Corral-horse Basin, Eighteen
Mile, Goldburg, Hawley Mountain, Hell's Half Acre, Jerry Peak, Jerry Peak West, Sand
Mountain, Snake River Islands, and White Knob Mountains. The non-impairment mandate
states, under FLMPA Section 603 (c):

“During the period of review of such areas and until Congress has determined
otherwise, the Secretary shall continue to manage such lands according to his authority
under this Act and other applicable law in a manger so as not to impair the suitability of
such areas for preservation as wilderness.”

Issuing Special Recreation Permits is an activity recognized by congress as an acceptable use
within a WSA, as stated in BLM Manual 6330- Management of BLM Wilderness Study Areas
Section 6 (m):

“Activities that require authorization under a Special Recreation Permit (SRP) will be
allowed only if the use and related facilities satisfy the non-impairment criteria (and therefore
do not involve a use of the WSA that would be incompatible with wilderness designation).
Examples of uses that may be authorized include river trip outfitters, hunting or fishing
guides, group backpack trips, and providers of pack animals and saddle horses.”



PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITY
Please send comments to Liz Townley, Outdoor Recreation Planner, at
BLM_ID_predatorhuntderby@blm.gov or to the address above before August 18, 2014.

/sl Joe Kraayenbrink 8/1/2014
Joe Kraayenbrink Date
District Manager



mailto:BLM_ID_predatorhuntderby@blm.gov

Attachment A Predator Hunt Derby- Special Recreation Permit
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