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SCOPING/INFORMATION PACKAGE 

Hazard Creek Fuels Project 

Cottonwood Field Office 

This information package summarizes a Bureau of Land Management (BLM) proposal to 
conduct fuels treatments in the Hazard Creek drainage in accordance with the 2009 Cottonwood 
Resource Management Plan.  The project area is approximately 14 air miles north of New 
Meadows and 15 air miles south of Riggins, Idaho.  Federal actions must be analyzed in 
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other relevant Federal and 
State laws and regulations to determine potential environmental consequences. 

The purpose of this report is to inform interested and affected parties of the proposal and to 
solicit comments to assist with the NEPA review of the proposal.  Analysis of the proposal is 
ongoing, and will be documented in an Environmental Assessment (EA).  Comments received in 
response to this solicitation will be used to identify potential environmental issues related to the 
proposed action and to identify alternatives to the proposed action that meet the purpose of and 
need for the project.   

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) will also use this public participation opportunity 
under the NEPA to assist the agency in satisfying the public involvement requirements under 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) (16 U.S.C. 470(f)) pursuant to 36 
CFR 800.2(d)(3). The information about historic and cultural resources within the area 
potentially affected by the proposed action will assist the BLM in identifying and evaluating 
impacts to such resources in the context of both NEPA and Section 106 of the NHPA.  

The BLM will consult with Indian tribes on a government-to-government basis in accordance 
with Executive Order 13175 and other policies. Tribal concerns, including impacts on Indian 
trust assets and potential impacts to cultural resources, will be given due consideration. Federal, 
State, and local agencies, along with tribes and other stakeholders that may be interested in or 
affected by the proposed action that the BLM is evaluating, are invited to participate in the 
scoping process and, if eligible, may request or be requested by the BLM to participate in the 
development of the environmental analysis as a cooperating agency. 

Purpose and Need for Action 

Action is needed to maintain forest vegetation communities within their natural range of 
variability in plant composition, structure, and function, and to reduce the fuel hazard and 
potential for stand-replacement wildfire in the wildland-urban interface (WUI) in the Little 
Salmon River corridor.   
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The purpose of this project is to: 

1. Reduce the hazard and potential for stand-replacement fire in the WUI 

2. Maintain or return vegetative communities to historic fire regimes (Fire Regime 
Condition Class) 

3. Manage for forest health and/or habitat diversity in the Little Salmon River for desired 
future conditions, emphasizing the retention of large tree size ponderosa pine; western 
larch; and/or Douglas-fir in dry mixed conifer sites 

Existing Condition 

The project area is dominated by open stands of medium sized ponderosa pine, with Douglas-fir 
more prevalent on moister sites.  Approximately 10 percent of the area is heavily stocked in 
smaller diameter mixed conifer trees with a higher concentration of surface fuel loadings. A few 
large diameter ponderosa pine trees remain on the steeper slopes. The understory is 
predominantly grasses, brush and pine litter.  Douglas-fir regeneration is starting to encroach on 
these pine stands.  Surface fuel loading is moderate, but increasing, while ladder fuels continue 
to increase as the young trees advance toward the canopy. 

The BLM acquired the eastern portion of the project area in1993.  Most of these stands were 
logged in the 1970s, and again in the early 1990s.  Logging practices were predominantly 
commercial thin treatments.  The western portion was logged in the 1960s or 1970s.  The BLM 
has conducted several small salvage sales to address Ips bark beetle and western pine beetle 
mortality on or adjacent to the project area over the past 20 years.   Some stands of smaller 
diameter ponderosa pine have been precommercially  thinned. 

There are several roads throughout the area to that have provided access for logging and other 
activities.  The 234 road accessing the project area provides access to State of Idaho and Forest 
Service lands and is open to the public.  The first mile of the Hazard Creek trail (FS 317) is 
located within the project area.  Recreational users have pioneered atv trails along old skid trails 
and between existing roads. 

Proposed Action 

The proposed action is to treat 551 acres through mechanical thinning and the use of prescribed 
fire (see map).  Approximately 60 acres of dense stands would be mechanically thinned and 
pruned.  Such treatments would include primarily the thinning of small trees (generally less than 
8-inch diameter) as well as brush.  The slash would be piled along with existing fuels and the 
piles would be burned.  These acres would eventually be underburned.  The remaining 491 acres 
would not require thinning prior to burning. 
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The prescribed burn area would be broken into smaller units to aid burning activities that may be 
conducted over a period of 3 to 5 years.  Existing road and trails would be used for access and as 
control lines with additional handline constructed along property lines and ridges (see 
map).  Control line preparation may require the removal of concentrations of fuel including small 
trees and brush to create a 50-100 foot wide clearing.  Hand line construction would entail 
exposing mineral soils on a 1.5 to 2 foot wide strip.  

Some mechanical thinning of small trees and piling may occur within Riparian Conservation 
Areas (RCAs).  Ignition would not occur within the riparian buffers, but fire would be allowed to 
back down into the drainages.   

Alternatives to the Proposed Action 

In addition to the Proposed Action alternative as described above, the EA will analyze a No 
Action alternative and may also include one action alternative developed to address issues 
identified through this scoping process.   

The No Action Alternative will be defined as no vegetation treatments or associated activities 
within the Hazard Creek Project area.  

Preliminary Issues 

Issues currently identified by BLM specialists for analysis in the EA include: 

1. Effects to water quality and special status fish species and aquatic habitat. 

2. Effects on wildlife, including special status species and their habitat 

3. Effects to special status plants and their habitat  

4. Potential effects to cultural resources 

5. Potential for invasive weed introduction, establishment, and spread 

6. Potential increase of off-road ATV use. 

 

Public Input Needed 

Comments are specifically requested on the proposed action, preliminary issues, and alternatives.  
Comments made on this proposal would be most helpful if they are received by July 23, 2014 
and are directly relevant to the proposal and project area. The BLM will not reject public 
feedback outside established public involvement timeframes; however, these comments may be 
considered secondary to comments received in a timely manner and may only be assessed to 
determine if they identify concerns that would substantially alter the assumptions, proposal, 
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design, or analysis presented in the EA.  Comments sent electronically should be sent to 
blm_id_hazardcreekfuels@blm.gov with the title of this project in the subject line.  Please 
identify whether you are submitting comments as an individual or as the designated 
spokesperson on behalf of an organization.  Issues that are outside the scope of the proposal will 
not be addressed at this planning level.   

The primary contact for questions and comments for this analysis is Kristen Sanders, District 
Fire Use Specialist, at the above address, or by telephone 208-962-3786. 

 

 



  5 
 


