
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT AL POLICY ACT (NEPA) 
COMPLIANCE RECORD FOR CATEGORICAL EXCLUSIONS (CX) 

U.S. Department of Interior 
Bureau of Land Management 

PART I. - PROPOSED ACTION 
BLM Office: Lower Sonoran Field Office NEPA No.: AZ-P020-2014-0021 

Case File No.: PHX-083253 

Proposed Action Titleffype: Natural gas pipeline and Cathodic Protection Station R/W Renewal 

Applicant: El Paso Natural Gas Company 

Location of Proposed Action: Various Township and Ranges (see attachment) 

Description of Proposed Action: The applicant, El Paso Natural Gas Company, is proposing to 
renew its existing right-of-way for its natural gas pipeline and cathodic protection station. The right
of-way consists of a 30' easement (cathodic protection station), including engine house, gas generator, 
anode bed and underground cable and pipeline. The existing line renewal request is for 513.6 acres of 
public land. The renewal request is for a 20-year term. 

Part II. - PLAN CONFORMANCE REVIEW 
This proposed action is subject to the following land use plan(s): Lower Sonoran Record of 
Decision & Approved Resource Management Plan 

Decisions and page nos.: LR-1.3 (Minor Linear and Nonlinear LU As: 
Authorize minor linear and nonlinear LUAs in locations that minimize resource impacts, are 
compatible with multiple use objectives, and do not compromise the existing rights of current holders. 
(p. 2-72) 

LR-1.3.3: Proposed minor linear and nonlinear LUAs will continue to be authorized on an an needed 
case-by-case basis in areas outside of LUA Avoidance and Exclusion areas. (p. 2-77) 

Date plan approved/amended: 9/14/2012 

This proposed action has been reviewed for conformance with these plans (43CFR1610.5-3, 
BLM Manual 1601.04.C.2). 
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PART ill. -NEPA COMPLIANCE DETERMINATION REVIEW 

A. The proposed action is categorically excluded from further documentation under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in accordance with 516DM11.9 

[E. 9. Renewals and assignments of leases, permits, or rights-of-way wehre no additional rights are 
conveyed beyond those granted by the original authorizations.]; 

And 
B. Extraordinary Circumstances Review: In accordance with 43 CFR 46.215, any action that is 
nonnally categorically excluded must be subjected to sufficient environmental review to detennine if it 
meets any of the I 2 Extraordinary Circumstances described. Ifany circumstance applies to the action or 
project, and existing NEPA documentation does not adequately address it, then further NEPA analysis is 
required. 

IMPORTANT: Appropriate staff should review the circumstances listed in Part IV, comment and initial 
for concurrence. Rationale supporting the concurrence should be included in the appropriate block. 

Part IV. -EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES DOCUMENTATION 

Jo Ann Goodlow 

PREPARERS: DATE: 

DATE 
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The action has been reviewed to determine if any of the extraordinary circumstances 
(43 CFR 46.215(a)-(l)) apply. The project would: 

(a) Have significant impacts on public health or safety. 

Yes No 

x 

Rationale: There are no significant hazards associated with the proposed renewal. 
The natural gas pipeline and appurtenances are existing, and will not pose any 
significant impacts on public health or safety. 

Preparer's Initials JAG 

(b) Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic characteristics 
as historic or cultural resources; park, recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or 
scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or principal drinking water aquifers; prime 
farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990); floodplains (Executive Order 11988); national 
monuments; migratory birds; and other ecologically significant or critical areas. 

Yes No 

x 

Rationale: No such unique geographic characteristics or natural resources are 
known to exist in the project area. The natural gas pipeline and appurtenances are 
existing, and a previous cultural clearance revealed no cultural resources. 

Preparer' s Initials JAG 

( c) Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts 
concerning alternative uses of available resources [NEPA section 102 (2) (E)]. 

Yes No 

x 

Rationale: No highly controversial environmental effects or unresolved conflicts are 
known or expected. 

Preparer's Initials JAG 

(d) Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or involve unique 
or unknown environmental risks. 

Yes No 

x 

Rationale: The natural gas pipeline and appurtenances are existing. The renewal of 
the right of way would not create any highly uncertain and potentially significant 
environmental effects, nor would it involve unique or unknow envrionmental risks. 

Preparer' s Initials JAG 
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( e) Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principal about future 
actions with potentially significant environmental effects. 

Yes No Rationale: The renewal action does not establish a precedent with potential 
significant environmental effects. The applicant is renewing its exisitng right of 

x way grant, with no other modifications occuring. 

Preparer' s Initials JAG 

(f) Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively 
significant environmental effects. 

Yes No 

x 

Rationale: No such cumulative impacts relationship exists with other actions. 

Preparer' s Initials JAG 

(g) Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the National 
Register of Historic Places as determined by the bureau. 

Yes No 

x 

Rationale: No such properties were found when the site was originally surveyed 
prior to construction. 

Preparer' s Initials JAG 

(h) Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List of 
Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on designated Critical Habitat 
for these species. 

Yes No 

x 

Rationale: No suitable habitat for threatened or endangered species, or critical 
habitat occurs at or near the project area. 

Preparer's Initials JAG 

(i) Violate a Federal law, or a State, local or tribal law or requirement imposed for the 
protection of the environment. 

Yes No Rationale: No such laws will be violated by renewing the existing right of way. 

x 
Preparer's Initials JAG 

G) Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority populations 
(Executive Order 12898). 
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Yes No 

x 

Rationale: No adverse effects will be imposed on low income or minority 
populations as a result of the right of way renewal. 

Preparer's Initials JAG 

(k) Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian 
religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical integrity of such sacred 
sites (Executive Order 13007). 

Yes No 

x 

Rationale: No such access limitations will occur as a result of the right of way 
renewal. 

Preparer's Initials JAG 

(1) Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or non
native invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that may promote the 
introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species (Federal Noxious Weed 
Control Act and Executive Order 13112). 

Yes No 

x 

Rationale: The right ofway renewal will not introduce or spread noxious weeds in 
to the project area. 

Preparer's Initials JAG 

PART V. -COMPLIANCE REVIEW CONCLUSION 
I have reviewed this plan conformance and NEPA compliance record, and have determined that the 
proposed project is in conformance with the approved land use plan and that no further environmental 
analysis is required. 

MITIGATION MEASURES/OTHER REMARKS: All mitigating measures developed in the 
environmental assessment have been brought forward in the attached stipulations. No recommended 
measures were dropped. 

Note: The signed conclusion on this compliance record is part of an interim step in the BLM's 
internal decision process and does not constitute an appealable decision. A separate decision to 
implement the action should be prepared in accordance with program specific guidance. 
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Legal Description 

T. 4 S., R. 1 E., Sections 34-35; 
T. S S., R. 1 E., Section 2; 
T. 3 S., R. I W., Sections 18-20, 28-29, and 34; 
T. 4 S., R. l W., Sections 2-3; 
T. 5 S., R. 2 E., Section 7; 
T. 2 S., R. 2 W., Section 31; 
T. 3 S., R. 2 W., Sections 5-6, 9-11, and 13-14; 
T. 2 S., R. 3 W., Sections 27-30, 34-36; 
T. 2 S., R. 4 W., Sections 25-30; 
T. 2 S., R. 5 W., Sections 19-20, 25-27, and 29; 
T. 2 S., R. 6 W., Sections 3-5, 10-11, and 13-14; 
T. l S .• R. 7 W., Sections 7-8, and 16; 
T. 11 S., R. 8 E., Sections 11-13; 
T. l N., R. 8 W., Sections 30, and 32-34; 
T. l S., R. 8 W., Sections 1, 3, and 12; 
T. 11 S., R. 9 E., Sections 18-20, 29, and 33; 
T. 12 S., R. 9 E., Sections 3-4, 10-11, and 23-24; 
T. l N., R. 9 W., Sections 15-17, and 23-25; 
T. 12 S., R. 10 E., Sections 30-31; 
T. 13 S., R. lO E., Sections 4, 14, and 24; 
T. 1 N., R. 10 W., Section 12; 
T. 2 N., R. LOW., Sections 30-33; 
T. 4 S., R. 10 W., Section 2; 
T. 13 S., R. 11 E., Section 30; 
T. 14 S., R. 11 E., Section 4; 
T. 14 S., R. 12 E., Sections 29-30; 
T. 15 S., R. 12 E., Sections 3-4, I0-11, and 13; 
T. 15 S., R. 13 E., Section 18; 
T. 16 S., R. 21 E.• Section 33; 
T. 16 S., R. 24 E., Sections land lJ; 
T. 16 S., R. 25 E., Section 6; 
T. 15 S., R. 26 E., Section 28; 
T. 15 S., R. 28 E., Sections 1-3; 
T. 14 S., R. 30 E., Section 24; 

T.14S.. R.31E.,Sections13, 19.and21-22;and 

T. 14 S., R. 32E., Sections 14-15, and 17-18. 
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IUNITED STATES 
I 

DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERlOPt 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEM~NT 

D1etriot Land otr1.. 
Phoenix, Arizona 
Karoh 1, 1949 

DBCISij). 

El Paeo ..tural Illa ~ Pho x 08325' 
Right-of ay Application,,,....

az Apprew4~---
On July 5, 191'6, the 11 Puo tural a.a Coap&DJ tiled applica

tion, Phoenix 06325', under eeotion 28 of the .lot of Pebruaz7 25, 1920 
(41 Stat . 449) a1 ed by t .lot ot .l t 21 , 1935 (4o stat. 678, 
30 u.s .c., aeo . 185) tor right-of y tor a tural ga pipe line aorou 

blio a point 1hon t •p aa ee atation 313 ...f.. 
64.6, lo tecl the eaat bo ot partial Seotio 14, r . 14 s.,

"-\ a. 32 1., t in a rtm..aterly direction through Cochiae, Ptlla, Pinal 
and Mari pa Countiea, to a point in tot 3 (• ), S.e . 30, ! . 2 • ·• 


~:I. 10 W. , G. Is S. ll . K., .Ari.so • application-.. ao eel by tin 

tnoi g - • • den te4 A-4-7. A-4-8 , 1.-4-9, A-4- 10 A-4- 11 . !h11 


u ret the -P• te t 0-piuv Augut 20, 1947, tor iD41 tion 
then et 1 o • in looation . 

C , on •braa.ry 16, 19'.18, retilecl t p1 . !he ...--·•• 
de in the 1 oati n et t right-of y 10 wre 11ight. 

the application ba1 en e ined and o d to conform t tbe 
regulatio • Part et t land• inTolwd an thin l.riaona zi J>istriota 
---ra 3 an 4. !be legional sier and the Oeolegloal Suney haw 1ub
m1tte4 tawrable NpOJ"t9 thereon. A atipalat1on u to tair ployma.nt 
practiCN, pars t to lzecuti~ Order • 931.,6 ot y 27, 1943, in r 
porst in tlw application. 

Ac rding~. by d.rtu. of the author1t7 -nete4 111 the Seoreta.ry 
et the Interior, in ao nlanoe with the r gulatione of October 3. 19146, 
(43 an., ••o . 4-275 (11) ll P•• 11816) , aad pursuant to th proideiou ot 
Section 28 ot t Aat t P•bru&rf 25, 1920. a nd 4, • upra , bj ct to the 
regalatione , appro y 31, 1943 (~ CPR., part 244, CirOUlar • 1273 b) , 

to all 1'\I ~p; t hich are pe:rtin t te 
pipe line• Di eo tural Gu ~, a right 

':'T w publi for the co ction, o rat1 !lld intenanoe et 
tural ga. pipe line on th• locati n shown on tu • 1:i.ect ill the D11triot 

1.aa4 Ottioe, Phoenix. Arizona , °" Feb .. 16, i·: 48, rial '253, but re1erring 
righte-ot-.ay ter le d dito49• con.11tr•.J--ted er authority ot the 1Jnite4 
StateaJ an tart r aubjeot ·to the stipulation ted iD t application 
._ ted J~ 2, 19Jt,, u to fair 1 nt p etloea , an to the reaenation 
to the UDited State• et •11 tt.aionabl a ur mater ial• , in accordance 111th 
the prcni1iona et the .lot t t l , 19lt> (60 Stat . 755) . 

http:righte-ot-.ay
http:Seoreta.ry
http:ployma.nt
http:�braa.ry
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

1atrln ot.n•• 

•• An • 
14. l 9. 

! l o latural CJ&• paD:t. 

• 
1, 1949. '8 .,. •t 

or *°6• 325). •t tb9 1 Paao ,, r 
at the Act et ad 21, 1935,, ae • t'P• a pola~ 1n 8 • J.4. T. 
14 c; ••a. J2 1., to .. pol.Dt 1n i.11 ,, S••· 30. '· I •••R. 10 • •• G. ,. s. a. 
Ari ,, it ,... • nin that tu rtght et •7 tr•w pu 110 
l d ter • dle • ot 84.21 att... tor which \he 1 tal 1• .oo. 

•• 

I in Spt ot a le or, da pr11 5. 191.9, •A. 
•t. ot Lad pa ot the 1 Puo fAataral • • ""'_"_• statin.g 

t 1; cor'"1o dhtaaae ot publle •roaell r1 kt t W&J in 
PM~t.x 083253 1• 82.41 a11•• 1na • m..21 aila. 

tne ,.. rd 1n Pboeaia oe,a,, baa .t\irther - .......~.. 

appMr• t tU OOJ' m.11.. 1n th.la pena \ shall!• lie 
ol• by the c • 

40. 
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A.C/:J rFot~n 2880-lXL 
(Rev. 11/81) • ~ -·- - - ~ .·

IN a&PLY a&H.• TO 

United States Department of the Interior PBX-083253, PBX-OB60f 
and A-4287 (JLJ} (94; 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT R/W 
ARIZONA STATE OFFICE 

2400 VALLEY BANK CENTER Your Reference: 
PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85073 	 cathodic Protection 
(602) 	 261-4774 Station No. 1471 

R1W 81496. 

December 9, 1981 

Details of Grant 

Serial Number of Grant: mx-0832S3 (Amendment} (Cross Ref. mx-086067 and A-4287) 


Narre of Grantee: El Paso .. Natural Gas Ccmpany 


Map ShrJwing the location and Dirnensioos of Grant: 


Map Designatiais: Drawing No. 1100.10-X-182 
R1W 81496; C1?S No. 1471 

D:lte Filed: July 10, 1981 

Permitted Use by Grantee: Easement for cath:>dic Protectioo Station, 
30' width, 0.365 mile length 

Auth:>rity for Grant: Section 28 of the Act of February 25, 1920, as arrended 
(30 u.s.c. 185) 

Regulatiais Applicable to Grant: 

Cbde Reference: 43 era 2880 

Circular Nmnber: 2453, as anB'lded. Y 

Iate of Grant: Deoenber 9, 1981 

Expiration Iate of Grant: Deoenber 8, 2011 

Rental: 

An'l:Jl.mt: To be dete.x:mi.ned by BIM ai;:praisal. 

When Payable by Grantee: Upcn danand. 

11 Circulars 2464, 2475 and 2476 

http:An'l:Jl.mt
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'l'enns arxI CbnditiCl'lS of Grant 

Pursuant to the auth:>rity vested in the undersigned officer by Bureau order 
No. 701 of July 23, 1964 (29 F.R. 10526), a right-of-way, the details of which 
are shown al::ove, is hereby granted, subject to the following teJ:ri6 and conditions: 

1. 	 All valid rights existing oo the date of the grant: 

2. 	 All awlicable regulations in 43 CFR 2803.1-1 and 2880; 

3. 	 'Ihe right-of-way herein granted shall be subject to the express oovenant 
that it will be m:x:li.fied, adapted, or disCDltinued if found by the 
Secreta.cy to be necessary, with:Jut liability or expense to the United 
States, so as not to cooflict with the µse and occupancy of the land 
for any authorized works which may be hereafter constructed thereon 
under the authority of the United States; 

4. 	 At least 10 days in advance of.beginning ocnstruction activities 
on the public lands, the grantee shall subnit a timetable of 
coostructicri to ~ awrc>.Priate District Manager. 

-	 . 
(If ocnstructioo is to begin up:>n receipt of the permit, the 
grantee shall imnediately oc:ntact.the District Manager to advise 
him of the imnediate ocnstruction, and to discuss the timetable 
of construction.) 

S. 	 '!be petm:i.ttee shall survey and clearly mark the exterior limits 
of the right-of-way during CC41Structioo. All activities directly 
or indirectly associated with construction or maintenance lTU.lSt be 
cxmducted within the limits of the right-of-way; rEllOVal. of 
vegetatim shall be restricted to that absolutely essential to 
construction or maintenance; 

6. 	 'Ihe Permittee shall inmediately report to the Bureau of Land Manage
ment Autlm'ized Officer any archaeological (prehistoric and historic) 
or palecntological ranains that are encountered during ccnstruction or 
maintenance, and will suspend clll work in cx:rmectioo with the right
of-wa.y 1.Dltil final archaeological or paleaitological clearance is 
granted; 	 . 

7. 	 '!be Pexmittee shall cmply with the applicable Federal and State laws 
and regul.atiais cance.rning the use of pesticides (i.e., insecticides, 
herbicides, fungicides, rodenticides, and other similar substances), 
in all activities/operatioos under this peonit. '!be Permittee shlll 
obtain fran the mM Authorized Officer awroval of a written plan 
prior to the use of such sumtanoes. 'Ille plan must provide the 
type am quantity of material to be used; the pest, insect, fungus, 
etc. , to be caitrolled; the method of awlication; the location for 
Storage am disposal of CDltainerS; am other infomation that t~ 
BI.M .Authorized Officer may require. The plan sb:>uld be subnitted 
no later than Dece1Ler 1 of any calendar year that covers the proposed 

? 

http:Secreta.cy
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8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 


activities for the next fiscal year (i.e., DecentJer 1 deadline for 
the Federal fiscal year beginning the following October 1) • &ner
gency use of pesticides may at tines be necoessary; in these instances, 
notificatim shall be furnished the Bil-1 Authlrized Officer either by 
telepb:ne or personal visit prior to ag>licatiai of the pesticide. 
'lhe use of substances on or near the right-of-way shall be in acoord
anoe with the approved plan. A pesticide shall not be used if the 
Secreta.cy of the Interior has prohibited its use. A pesticide shall 
be used only in acoordanoe with its registered uses and within other 
limitations if the Secretary has inposed limitatioos. Pesticides 
shall not be _permanently stored en public lands auth>rized for use 
under this peon:i.t. 

Upal carpletion of ooostruction, the lands within the right-of-way, 
b.tt lying outside the area of cx:>nst.ructicn, shall be restored to as 
near their natural oonditicn as possible, subject to awroval by the 
District Manager; 

'Ihis right-of-'Way reserves to the Secretary of the Interior, or lawful 
delegate, the right to grant additicnal rights-of-way or pennits for 
cxrlilBtible uses over, under, or adjacent to the land involved in this 
grant; ' 

Pennittee shall take all measures necessary to protect the health and 
safety of all persoos affected by their activities perfonmd in 
camectim with the cx:nstructicn, operatioo, maintenance, or termi.
naticn of the right-of-way grant, and shall :imteii.ately notify the 
District Manager of all serious accidents which occur in cxxmection 
with such activities; 

niring the cx:nstructicn, operaticn, and naintenanoe of this right-of
way, Pe.nnittee shall not discriminate against any arplayees or appli 
cants for atployment because of race, creed, a>lor, sex or national 
orig:in and all subccntracts shall include an identical provision. 

Pennittee will ooopl.y with State standards for rights-of-way caistruc
ticn, operation, and neinteranae of pipelines to the extent practical 
and to the extent that they are equal or exceed Federal standards; 

Abandonnent of a right-of-way or naxxrrpliance with any provisions of 
Section 28 of the Mineral Ieas:ing Act, as amended, or terms and <Xl'ldi
tiCXlS of this grant nay be grounds for suspensiai or termination of the 
right-of-way if (a) after due notice to the rolder of the right-of-way t 

(b) a reasooable og:ortunity to CCl'lply, and (c) an ~ropriate adminis
trative proceeding pursuant to Title 5, lhited States Q:xie, Secticri 554, 
the Authlrized Officer detetmines that any such grant exists and that 
suspensim or terminatioo is justified; 

If the Authorim::l Offioer detenn:ines that an irmediate tSiporary sus
pensioo of activities within a right-of-way or permit area. is necessary 
to protect public health or safety or the enVi.roonelt, he nay abate 
such activities prior to an administrative proceeding; 

http:Secreta.cy
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15. 	 Upc11 OQ'lStructiai of the right-of-way and prior to operaticms, Perm:i.ttee 
shall subnit to the Authorized Officer a certificaticri of construction, 
verifying that the pipeline system has been CXXlStructed and tested in 
aea:>rdanoe with the tenns of the right~f-way grant, and in c:arplianoe 
with any required plans and specificatiais, and applicable State and 
Federal laws and regulations. 

16. 	 'lb do everythi?YJ reasooably within its power, both independently and 
U,PCXl request of the Authorized Officer, to prevent and suppress fires 
on or near the right~f-way and related facilities. 'Ibis includes 
making available such caistructioo and maintenance f oroes as may be 
reascriably obtained for su.wression of fires. 

17. 	 Pennittee shall be fully liable to the United States for any damage or 
injury incurred by the united States in connectiai with the use and 
occupancy of the right~f-way by the Per:m:ittee. Per:m:ittee shall be 
held to a standani of strict liability for any activity or facility 
within a right~f-way or permit area which the Auth:>rized Officer 
detennines prevents a foreseeable ha2.ard or risk of damage or injury 
to the United States. The Pennittee or its subcoo.tractors will be 
held liable as a result of injury, loss of life or damage to property 
in camectian with construction, operatiai, na.intenance or tennination 
of right~f-way grant. strict liability is not inposed for danage or 
injury resulting primarily fran an act of war or the negligence of the 
United States. To the extent consistent with other laws, strict lia
bility shall extend to costs incurred by the United States for control 
and abaterrent of ooilaitioos, such as fire or oil spills, which threaten 
lives, property or the envirooment regardless of whether the threat 
occurs on areas that are under Federal jurisdiction. '!he naxinun !:imi
tation shall not exceed $5,000.00 for any aie event, and any liability 
in excess of such arrDlmt shall be deteonined by the ordinary rules of 
negligence of the jurisdicticri in which the damage or injury occurred. 

In any case where strict liability is inposed and the danage or injury 
was caused by a third party, the rules of subrogation shall apply in 
aea:>rdanoe with the laws of the jurisdiction in which the danage or 
injury occurred. 

Pexmi.ttee shall be fully liable for injuries or darra.ges to tlµ.rd 
parties resultinJ fran Pecnittee's activites or facilities on lands. 
under 	Federal jurisdictiai in which the damage or injury occurred. 

PeITnittee shall fully indemify or h:>ld bannless the Url.ted States for 
liability, damage or claims arising in cx:rmecticm with the Pennittee's 
use and occupancy of the right-of-way. 

All owners of any interest in, an:1 all affiliates or sub.sidiaries of 
the Pennittee, except for corporate stockh:>lders, shall be jointly and 
severally liable to the Url.ted States in the event that a claim cannot 
be satisfied by the PeI1nittee. 

The provision in this sectiai for a rsuedy is not intended to l.iJnit or 
exclude any other ranedy. 

http:5,000.00
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18. 	 'Ibis right-of-way may be renewed. If renewed, the right-of-way 
will be subject to regulations existing at the time of ·rmewal 
and such other tenns and conditions deemed necessary to protect 
the p.lblic interest. 

19. 	 Upa1 danand of the BtM Authorized Officer, the holder of the 
right-of~y shall pay to the United States such suns as the 
Auth:>rized Officer shall deteanine to be requireQ. to reinburse 
the lklited States for all administrative and other costs incurred 
directly or indirectly by the Ulited States in rraiitoring the 
construction, operation, maintenance, and tennination of this 
grant. 

20. 	 'Ibis right-of-way is issued subject to a sub;equent appraisal 
by a qualified appraiser of the Bureau of I.and Managanent. 
The perm:i.ttee has agreed to pay the Bureau of I.and Managanent, 
upcn danand, those fees detennined by appraisal to represent 
the fair market rental for the use of the public lands in 
this pemri.t. 

21. 	 'lbis permit is issued subject to the enclosed Equal Enployment 
Op,EX>rtunity Stip.tlations, Foon 1814-3. 

22. 	 All coostruction and related activities shall be oonfi,ned 
within the limits of the approved right-of-way. 

23. 	 '!his pemri.t is issued subject to the tenns and a::nditioos 
contained in the pr.i.macy permit, as amended. 

Public lands affected by this right-of-way are described as follCMS: 

T. 	25., R. 3W., GSRMer., Arizala 

Section 28, ~~ and ~,.swt~. 


OU.ef, Branch of !ands and 
Minerals OperatiC!lS 

Enclosures 
Ehcl. 1 - Fence Instructions 
Encl. 2 - certificate of Construction 
Qlcl. 3 - Fonn 1814-3 

cc: 	 Phoenix District Office, SIM 

AUOEPl'ED~: 

S~ural~UM t~J 118 1 BY.~~ 
Attorne~-in-Eact 

Title 
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Form 2060-1 UNITED STATES 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 


LAND REPORT TITLE PAGE 


State 
Arizona 

County 
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• 
A. Decision Factors: 

The proposed action does not conflict with Bureau planning for the area 
The applicant has shown a need for the granting of the rights-of-way. The 
subject lands have been classified as suitable for multiple use. The action 
will have no adverse effect on other uses of the subject lands. 

B. Rationale: 

The proposed action does not conflict with state or county land use 
plans. There will be no significant adverse impacts associated with the pro
posed action. Land status of the tract does not preclude granting rights
of-way. The action is consistent with Bureau policy and Sec. 501 (a)(2) of 
the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976. 

C. Recommendation: 

It is recommended that the proposed action be granted. 

D. Stipulations: 

1. The rights-of-way be granted for a period of 30 years with a right of 
renewal. 

2. The right-of-way be limited to a total width of 30 feet (15 feet on 
each side of the centerline) and .365 miles in length. 

3. All construction and related activities will be confined within the 
rights-of-way. 
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Title: PHX-083253, PHX~086067, A-4297 R/W 

Decision Record 

I have reviewed the recommendations on this land-use proposal. They are 
technically adequate and considerations have been given to all resource 
values. 

I agree 

'Datf 
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N.E.P.A. Compliance 

I. 	PURPOSE AND NEED FOR ACTION 

On July 10, 1981, El Paso Natural Gas Company filed an application for a 
cathodic protection station rights-of-way 30 feet in width and .365 miles in 
length. The proposed facility is necessary to maintain and operate the 
applicant's pipeline located on the subject lands. 

II. 	ALTERNATIVES 

The proposed action consists of the construction of a cathodic protection 
station 	on the following described public lands: 

Gila and Salt River Meridian: 

T. 	 2 s., R. 3 w., Sec. 28, NW\NW\, swtNW\, NW\swt 

The protection station will consist of a rectifier pole, low voltage under
ground cable and a conventional anode bed. The anode bed will contain 30 anodes 
measuring 3 inch by 60 inches buried at a minimum depth of 18 inches. 

The only alternative to the proposed action that will be discussed is 
"No Action." 

III. AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 

The subject lands are typical of the Sonoran Desert. Soils consist pri 
marily of sands and silt. The land is generally flat, broken occasionally by 
intermittent streams. Vegetation consists of creosote, mesquite, ironwood 
and cactus. Wildlife is primarily small rodents, reptiles and birds. 

IV. ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES 

Proposed Action: There will be a disturbance of soils at the site and 
removal of vegetation. However, the area is small and the adverse effects 
will be minimal. 

Critical Elements 

The proposed action will have no adverse effect on visual resources or 
the socioeconomic environment. 

Threatened and endangered species of plants or animals will not be 
affected by the proposed action. 

The proposed action will have no adverse effect on floodplains or wet
lands, wilderness values, Areas of Critical Environmental Concern, water qual
ity, historical and cultural values, or prime farmlands. 

No Action: The no-action alternative will not affect the human environ
ment. 



'· . : , ~ ~ -- -.. 

RESOURCE CLEA.R.ANCE/EVALUATI FORM 


Jif/ilt:]c;!V-1«.,Planning Unit Report No. ------- Planning Unit 

l. Project Name: CkrlloJ>ic.. #I 

2. Project/Case No.: A- q ~ f? 

3. Description of Project and Name of Applicant: 
. ,
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A &A'77h>b1e::.. hte>"T&c:: '"'tlf/ S'TA'T'"/4 ""11 /=t4lf. A 6-As 

J>1flr-~AIE: /Ne-Ah~/~ /s IFL Pk.St!:' NAT~ SAS 
C.tPM t-AtAIY, 

4. Project Location (T&R): T <S '/ ~. '3 A/ 

~ . ..6. Project Boundaries: ,, ~~~::;,,....-.~il ,.. x ~a / 

7. Acres Surveyed: /. 3 8. Date of Survey: s'A/t"J.V,. 8'/ 

9. Surveyors: ~f4j.IJ c=-; r.S/.lllo/..I/~; ' 10. l?ersondays Used: / 

12. su..rvey Procedure: .I! ne:-4 u."0-r ....,11. Time Code: ?/;;?) x-31,5( .(!;; /TIT ,,..,. PV-' -..:)' 
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13. Description of Envirocment: 

14. Description of Cultural Resources: (Attach site fot"llls) 

5. Evaluation of Cultural Resources: 

16. Ef:ect of Project or C.R.: 

17. 	 Recommendations: 

Clearance Not Recommended 

Unconditional Cleara~ce Recommended' 


Clearance Recommended ~ith Followi~g Sti?ulations: 


~/~ /tp ~/ 
G-~t',~ 
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PHOENIX DISTRICT OFFICE ~ATION REQUEST SHEET 

~Botanical (T&E) ~Cultural ~ual ~Wilderness ~Wildlife (T&E) 

1. 	 Requested by (Area, Divbio!!>--0-tc. ~ R ./J,
Person 	ukiag request ,,..-~L~ _ 


PHJi- O(J.3~53 


2. 	 Project I, Serial #, EAR #, Contract #, .etc. !'Hx-oB'o' 1 J A-1./.,).,1'7 

3. 	 Type of action (R&PP, FUP, SLOP, etc.) ~-...,,,:_ t,,}~ 
4. 	 Brief description of proposed ac~o~~ma~erial B_jl!!j.f motorc!cle race, . . 

etc.) or attach copy from EAR. ~rj2~~ctfvp1 -~~~ 

5. 	 Name of Applicant c&:J! t?z:;,o;Ji~;t{U?L.,.LJ~ f G.?>. V\: 
6. 	 Priority according to (Area, Division, etc.) and in conformance with 


district priorities ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

7. 	 Latest acceptable date for completion of evaluations ;';'- C: -If!/ 
Mtt.r,/es f'~;( '/.. _5

8. 	 Location of proposed action by legal subdivision ~ USGS Quad. t:;" 4 J. 
T,2$. If. 3 tJ $. ,).F NwfstJKf $(.)f~4.J~ .Nt..J~.Al<Jo/

) 	 > ) 

9. 	 Project dimensions (length & width) or total acreage affected • 3~41 ;/e_g 3o~1J• 
10. 	 Access availability (vehicle type, foot, etc.) Oµw ~,...._,, dt.J. 
11. 	 Is the area easily locatable?~-;.~•-=-==---~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

12. Is the area flagged or are there plans to 	flag it? ~~<t<?--'--....~~~~~~~--

13. 	 Is it necessary for field personnel knowledgeable of the area to accompany 
the resource specialist? ~~-·.<21d?--.-..--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

14. 	 Attach copy of project map and project diagram or vicinity map with the 
specific area to be evaluated delineated on each map; attach photographs of 
the area if possible. 

Sketch any new roads, structures, found section corners, boundary markers, 
and the preferred access route into the project area. 

Please be sure to add additional information as deemed pertinent for 

evaluation purposes (e.g., utility line pole numbers, signs, etc.) 


Expected Date of Evaluation Completion ---------- By______ 

Chief of Resources Date 

·- · 
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PHOENIX DISTRICT OFFICE EVALUATION REQUEST SHEET 


v' 
~ 

Botanical (T&E) _LCultural v Visual Wilderness v·tuldlife (T&E) 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

6. 	 Priority according to (Area, Division, etc.) and in conformance with 

district priorities 


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

7. 	 Latest acceptable date for completion of evaluations ,!;'- C: -fl/ 
//l/ctJr;J/e~: fe.t;( ? . .5

8. Location of proposed action by legal subdivision ~ USGS Quad. 	 <Qu 4 d. 

T25· If. 3 t.J 5. ~15 1Vw%rsv%t s0/o/A10-f ,1-10~A1v~
) 	 ; ) 

9. 	 Project dimensions (length & width) or total acreage affected • 3'-541 ;b 3o~~J. 
10. 	 Access availability (vehicle type, foot, etc.) <~41<~¢=Y dlJ. 
11. 	 Is the area easily locatable? V,. e<.t_~·· 

~---r........--==--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 


12. Is the area flagged or are there plans to flag it? ~•.ct-<J.........--.~~~~~~~~ 
13. 	 Is it necessary for field personnel knowledgeable of the area to accompany 

the resource specialist? ~~"'"-''-llll:;i..<...~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--

14. 	 Attach copy of project map and project diagram or vicinity map with the 
specific area to be evaluated delineated on each map; attach photographs of 
the area if possible. 

Sketch any new roads, structures, found section corners, boundary markers, 

and the preferred access route into the project area. 


Please be sure to add additional information as deemed pertinent for 

evaluation purposes (e.g., utility line pole numbers, signs, etc.) 


Time 	Code ~,12 c "3 LJ ~ ,,-- . l'· 
Area 	Manager/Division Chief~~« L-'j,:k Date /d00 

v 

Expected Date of Evaluation Completion 	 By~~~~~~ 

Chief of Resources 	 Date 
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li'. Daniels - IG~A 
R/W 
4212-3126 

c t tion Vorkah e t .. 
1. Don Ducote , in ravi ew of ~b above t ed 

Propoe d tion, bave the following c....nta : 

Tne request is by El Paso Nat\:ral . Gas Co. for a right-of-way to build a 
cathodic protection station for a gas. pipeline in T2S, R3W, Sect. 28 
NW~t, SW~;,, NW~NW~. The area .-of disturbance will be 0.3 or a mile 
X 30 feet. No sensitive, threatened or endafl!'ered plant sneci.es are 
knOllll from the area and none were encountered in an inventory of similar areas in th 
Lower Gila South Planning Area. ·Since the area to be disturbed is 
relatively small, no on-site insoection for T &~ olants will be necessary 
for this project. · 

4_ ,?LLc4-/~ -~"·f'I 
7i,~:,..~:v ~~. .- BiM · 

1111-f41t ~_c, • 

Incorporated in record (YES) (NO) 

If ·no· t at e ratio 1 : 

r 

ENCl.OSUll! 12 

http:sneci.es
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-~ .. PHOEN DISTllICT OFFICE EVALUATION llEQ 

· ~tanical (T6E) ~Cultural ~Visual Wilderness ildlife (T&E) 

Requested by (Area, Divisi~~tc.) bfe R, .LJ,1. 	
Per.son king request.~~~~./~?~=fe4ri_..~..d a.:o.LM-.:::~~~~a~-~.,.....i;x;.i; ~llCO-~----~~------~--~~ 

. 	 l'HX- og3,;aS3 
2. Project #> Serial, EAR , Contract#, etc. fHx--C)l)C,. 0'1, A-"1~7 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Type of action (R&PP, FUP, SLUP, etc.) ~-~~ .tt_,}~
~J {/ 

Brief description of 
etc.) or ttach copy 

ma~erial a le·' motorcycl~race, 
_,. . ..__ 

6. 	 Priority according to (Area, Division, etc.) and in conformance. with 


district priorities --~~~------~--~--~------------------------~--~ 


7. 	 Latest acceptable date for completion of evaluations //·- C -{?/ 
Mtt.r91"es- l'e-<J( ?.. .5

8. 	 Location of proposed action by legal subdivision and USGS Quad. Qt..-.d 

T 2 5. If. ~ /\} w Jtr s r.J %; (.} ft/./ lt,I J;- -"' f.J.o/ ,A/1•••FY 

9. 	 Project dimensions (length &width) or 

10. 	 Access availability (vehicle type, foot, etc.) 

l acreage affected 

11. 	 Is the area easily locatable? -------Y~~---~~-·----------------~--------~--~ 
12. 	 Is the area flagged or are there plans to flag it? ,,(/(') ~ 

13. 	 Is it necessary for field personnel knowledgeable of the area to accompany 

the resource specialist? ----.....:.."-11~----------------------~--~--------~ 

14. 	 Attach copy of project map and project diagram or vicinity map with the 
specific area to be evaluated delineated on each map; attach photographs of 
the area if possible. 

Sketch any new roads, structures. found section corners, boundary markers, 
and the preferred access route into the project area. 

Please be sure to add additional information s deemed pertinent for 

evaluation purposes (e.g., utility line pole numbers, signs. tc.) 
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Date / elr/z/ 

Expected Date of Evaluation Completion ___________________ By__________~-

Chief of l.esources D te 
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PHOENIX DISTRICT OFFICE EVALUATION REQUEST SHEET ~• 
_Botanical (T&E) ~Cultural ~Visual ~Wilderness ~ldlife (T&E) 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

6. 	 Priority according to (Area, Division, etc.) and in conformance with 

district priorities 


~--------------------------------

7. 	 Latest acceptable date for completion of evaluations ,/~- C: -[?/ 
.MU':Jt'es f'e.tJ( ?.. s

8. 	 Location of proposed action by legal subdivision and USGS Quad. Qt..A.cl 

T .2 s. £. 3 0 S. ;1 g-· N w %rsv %.; s (.)Jo/Al 4.J ¥ ""4.J~ ,A/vo/
J 	 ) ) 

/ L,.... I ·J
9. 	 Project dimensions (length & width) or total acreage affected • 3ro...;> 41 ,'/e.g '3t!J<.1• ~ 

10. 	 Access availability (vehicle type, foot, etc.) ~~,..,._,, dW. 
11. 	 Is the area easily locatable? ___,.~--------------------------------------
12. 	 Is the area flagged or are there plans to flag it? __....d&""""";;._.--------

13. 	 Is it necessary for field personnel knowledgeable of the area to accompany
the resource specialist? ~--'~<?1.J'>_..__.....____________________________________ 

14. 	 Attach copy of project map and project diagram or vicinity map with the 
specific area to be evaluated delineated on each map; attach photographs of 
the area if possible. 

Sketch any new roads, structures, found section corners, boundary markers, 
and the preferred access route into the project area. 

Please be sure to add additional information as deemed pertinent for 

evaluation purposes (e.g., utility line pole numbers, signs, etc.) 


Expected Date of Evaluation Completion~-----------------•Y_________ 

Chief of Resources 	 Date 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

This biological opinion is for approximately 1,000 feet of El Paso Natural Gas (EPNG) Line 1100 

existing right-of-way (ROW) located west of the town of Arlington in western Maricopa County, 

Arizona. This Row· is approximately 120 feet wide and is located from Mile Post (MP) 630+2258.8 to 

MP 630+3258.8. The legal location of this pipeline ROW is Sections 10 and 11 of Township 2 South, 

Range 6 West. (USGS Arlington 7.5' Quadrangle), Gila and Salt River Base Line and Meridian. This 

section of ROW is located within Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands and north of Agua Caliente 

Road. EPNG is proposing maintenance activities to lower the existing Line 1100 within the existing 

ROW. This survey was conducted at the request of EPNG as documentation of efforts to identify the 

presence of or potential use by any federally listed or special status species in this project area and for 

compliance with the Clean Water Act (CWA), the Endangered Species Act (ESA), and regulations of the 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). 

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 

The vegetation present in the project area consists of native desert vegetation typical of the Lower 

Colorado River Valley subdivision of the Sonoran desertscrub biotic community (Brown 1984). 

Elevations within the project area range from approximately 870 feet above mean sea level (msl) to 890 

feet above msl. 

Within the project area two types of vegetation communities exist: upland vegetation and xeroriparian 

vegetation. Species observed within the upland vegetation included creosotebush (Larrea tridentata), 

triangle-leaf bursage (Ambrosia deltoidea), desert globemallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua), burrobrush 

(Hymenoclea salsola), blue paloverde (Parkinsonia jlorida), desert mistletoe (Phoradendron 

macrophyllum ssp. macrophyllum), rigid spiny herb (Chorizanthe rigida), cruxifixion thorn (Caste/a 

emoryii)t, and sandmat (Chamaesyce spp.). Species observed within the xeroriparian vegetation included 

velvet mesquite (Prosopis velutina), blue paloverde, burrobrush, desert ironwood (Olneya tesota), and 

catclaw acacia (Acacia greggii var. greggiz). 

SPECIES EVALUATIONS 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Internet database (http://ifw2es.fws.gov) was accessed to 

obtain information on federally listed species that may potentially occur in Maricopa County. Table 1 

shows these 13 federally listed, one proposed endangered, one candidate species, their status, habitat 

needs, and their potential to occur in the project area. 

•For the purposes ofthis document, the "ROW" and the ''project area" are both used to describe the area to be 
disturbed by this project. 
t Four individuals of this species were observed within the general area of the ROW; however, measurements were 
not taken to assess whether this species actually fell within the ROW. Due to its listing status, SWCA felt it was 
important to note so that avoidance and compliance with the Arizona Native Plant Law should be followed. 

1 

http:http://ifw2es.fws.gov


Table 1. Summary ofFederally Listed Species, Proposed Endangered Species, and Candidate Species and 

Their Habitat Needs and Potential to Occur Within the Project Area 


Species Status Known Distribution and Likelihood of Occurrence in Project 
Habitat Needs Area 

Arizona agave 
Agave arizonica 

Arizona cliffrose 
Purshia subintegra 

Bald eagle 
Haliaeetus leucocephalus 

California brown pelican 
Pelecanus occidentalis 
califomicus 

Cactus ferruginous pygmy-owl 
Glaucidium brasilianum 
cactomm 

Desert pupfish 
Cyprinodon macularius 
macularius and eremus 

Gila topminnow 
Poeciliopsis occidentalis 
occidentalis 

E 
HS 

Transition zone of oak
juniper woodland and 
mountain mahogany-oak 
scrub, usually steep rocky 
slopes from 3,000 to 6,000 
feet (AGFD 1997) 

No habitat - no oak-juniper or mountain 
mahogany-oak woodlands occur in the 
project area or in the vicinity of the project 
area. The project area is well below the 
elevational range ofthis species. 

E 
HS 

Rolling limestone hills 
within Sonoran desertscrub 
from 2,500 to 4,000 feet 
(AGFD 200la) 

No habitat - no limestone hills are present 
in the project area, and the project area is 
welt below the lower elevational limits of 
this species. 

T Large trees or cliffs near No habitat - no large lakes or rivers to 
WSCA 	creeks, lakes, and rivers with support this species are present in the 

abundant prey, i.e., fish project area. 
(AGFD 1996) 

E 	 Shore bird usually found No habitat - no large lakes or rivers to 
s 	 near sandy beaches and support this species are present in the 

lagoons. Nests along coastal project area. 
islands with shrubby 
vegetation and small trees. 
In AZ, this species can be 
found at large inland lakes 
(Monson and Phillips 1981) 

E 	 Mature cottonwood/willow No suitable habitat - owls were not detected 
WSCA 	 riparian forest, mesquite during the initial site visit and there are no 

bosques, and dense desert known historic records ofthis species in the 
scrub with saguaros at project area or vicinity. This area is located 
elevations of4,000 feet or within Zone 3 ofthe USFWS recommended 
less (AGFD 1996) survey zones. Multiple layers ofpaloverde, 

ironwood, and mesquite (plant species that 
are considered habitat components) are 
present along the largest wash in the project 
area; however, no saguaros (or other 
columnar cactus) are present in the project 
area and only a few saguaros (<5) are 
present within approx. Yz mile ofthe project 
area. Therefore, species-specific surveys 
are not recommended for this project area. 

E Permanent water in shallow No habitat - no permanent waters exist in 
WSCA springs, streams, and the project area. There are no known 

marshes (AGFD 200lb) natural or translocated populations present 
in the project area. 

E Permanent water in small No habitat - no pennanent waters exist in 
WSCA streams, springs, and the project area. There are no known 

cienegas (AGFD 200lc) natural or translocated populations present 
in the project area. 

2 



• • .· 

Table 1. Summary ofFederally Listed Species, Proposed Endangered Species, and Candidate Species and 

Their Habitat Needs and Potential to Occur Within the Project Area 


Species Status Known Distribution and Likelihood of Occurrence in Project 
Habitat Needs Area 

Lesser long-nosed bat 
Leptonycteris curasoae 
yerbabuenae 

E 
WSCA 

Desert scrub with agave and 
columnar cacti. Caves or 
abandoned tunnels for roosts 
at elevations of6,000 feet or 
less (AGFD 1998} 

No habitat - no potential roosts sites (i.e., 
mine shafts, mine adits, or natural caves) 
are known to occur on the property. No 
agaves or saguaros are present within the 
project area. Additionally, this project area 
is outside the known typical foraging range 
of this species in Arizona. 

Mexican spotted owl 
Strix occidentalis lucida 

T 
WSCA 

Canyons and dense forests No habitat - project area is well below the 
above 4, 100 feet in elevation typical elevation range of this species and 
(USFWS 1995) habitats within the project area are not 

similar to those known to be used by this 
species. 

Razorback sucker 
Xyrauchen texanus 

E 
WSCA 

Slow backwaters ofmedium 
and large streams and rivers 
(AGFD 2001d} 

No habitat - no permanent waters exist in 
the project area. There are no known 
natural or translocated populations present 
in the project area. 

Southwestern willow flycatcher 
Empidonax trail/ii extimus 

E 
WSCA 

Dense cottonwood/willow & 
tamarisk vegetation 
communities along rivers & 
streams (AGFD 1996) 

No habitat - vegetation communities in the 
project area are not similar to those known 
to support this species. 

Sonoran pronghorn 
Antilocapra americana 
sonoriensis 

E 
WSCA 

Sonoran desert plains with 
wide alluvial basins and 
desert grassland (AGFD 
1996) 

No habitat - vegetation communities in the 
project area are not similar to those known 
to support this species. 

Yuma clapper rail 
Rallus longirostris yumanensis 

E 
WSCA 

Freshwater or brackish 
stream-sides and marshes 
with dense vegetation, 
especially cattai1/bulrush 
(AGFD 200le) 

No habitat - no heavily vegetated streams 
or marshes are present in the project area. 

Western yellow-billed cuckoo 
Coccyzus americanus 
occidentalis 

c 
WSCA 

Broadleaf deciduous riparian No habitat- vegetation communities in the 
forest habitats and tamarisk project area are not similar to those known 
woodlands adjacent to to support this species. 
surface water (AGFD 1996) 

Gila chub 
Gila intermedia 

PE 
WSCA 

Small headwater streams, 
springs, cienegas, and 
marshes of the Gila River 
basin (AGFD 200lf) 

No habitat - no permanent waters exist in 
the project area. There are no known 
natural or translocated populations present 
in the project area. 
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Table 1. Summary ofFederally Listed Species, Proposed Endangered Species, and Candidate Species and 

Their Habitat Needs and Potential to Occur Within the Project Area 


Species Status Known Distribution and Likelihood of Occurrence in Project 
Habitat Needs Area 

USFWS categories: Endangend (E) - Taxa in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range; Threatened (T) - Taxa 
likely to become endangered within the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion ofits range; Candidate (C)- Taxa whose 
protection under the Endangered Species Act has been found to be warranted, but precluded by higher priority listing activities at this time; 
Proposed Endangered (PE) - Taxa whose protection under the Endangered Species Act has been proposed as endangered., due to the likelihood 
of it becoming endangered within the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion of its range. 

AGFD category: Wildlife of Special Concern in Arizona (WSCA) - Wildlife species that ore or may be in jeopardy in Arizona or with known or 
perceived threats or population declines (AGFD 1996). 

ADA category: Highly Safeguarded (HS) - no collection or destnlction allowed. 

The Arizona Game and Fish Department (AGFD) also maintains a statewide database, known as the 

Heritage Data Management System (HDMS), which tracks records for federally listed species or other 
species of special concern. At the request of SWCA, the AGFD searched this database for occurrence 
records of special status species within a three-mile radius of the project area. The AGFD response letter 
indicated that there are no records of any special status species within three miles of the project area. A 
copy of SWCA's request letter and the AGFD response letter are included in Appendix A. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

As discussed in Table 1, this project area does not contain habitat for any of the species listed. Therefore, 

all federally listed species were eliminated any further consideration in this evaluation. In SWCA's 

professional opinion, no additional surveys are reconunended for this project, and it is unlikely that the 
proposed project will have an effect on any federally listed species or their habitat. However, the lead 
permitting agency has the authority and fmal decision on whether or not to require species-specific 
surveys for any federally protected species. 

Jn accordance with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) February 24, 2003 Guidelines to ensure 
the Nationwide Permit program will not adversely affect the cactusferruginous pygmy-owl (Guidelines) 

(Appendix B), SWCA recommends contacting the USFWS in an attempt to discuss the potential effect 

that this development would have on the CFPO and specify that EPNG would like to work with the 
USFWS "so that the effects [of your project] are insignificant or discountable" under Section (5)(B)(3) of 

the Guidelines. The following should be discussed and included with your letter to the USFWS: 

• 	 Address the letter to Mr. Stuart Wells, Biologist, USFWS, Dept. of Interior, Arizona Ecological 

Services Office, 2321 West Royal Palm Road, Suite 103, Phoenix, Arizona 85021; 

• 	 Explain (1) why you are contacting him and (2) what you need from him, i.e., (1) to discuss the 

potential effect that this development would have on the CFPO and that you would like to work 

with the USFWS "so that the effects [of their project] are insignificant or discountable" under 

Section (5)(B)(3) of the Guidelines, and (2) their opinion on the effects that this project will have 

4 



. 	. 


on the CFPO and concurrence with SWCA's opinion that species-specific surveys are not 

necessary for this project; 

• 	 Include this biological opinion as documentation that a qualified biologist has visited the project 

area and also to give them biological information on the site; 

• 	 Include (1) a general location map of the project area, (2) a topographical map of the project 

area, and (3) an aerial (1"=100' or 1 "=200') showing the project area and site plan 

• 	 Explain your vegetation removal activities and reclamation activities; and 

• 	 Explain your proposed project activities and what Corps permit you are applying for. 
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