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SCOPING/INFORMATION PACKAGE 

PFHD - 2014 Hayden Gravel Pit Permit 

Coeur d’Alene Field Office 

This information package summarizes a Bureau of Land Management (BLM) proposal to authorize the 
continued removal and use of federal sand and gravel from the Post Falls Highway District’s (PFHD) 
Hayden Gravel Pit in accordance with the Coeur d’Alene Resource Management Plan.  Federal actions 
must be analyzed in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other relevant 
Federal and State laws and regulations to determine potential environmental consequences. 

The purpose of this report is to inform interested and affected parties of the proposal and to solicit 
comments to assist with the NEPA review of the proposal.  Comments received in response to this 
solicitation will be used to identify potential environmental issues related to the proposed action and to 
identify alternatives to the proposed action that meet the purpose of and need for the project.   

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) will also use this public participation opportunity under the 
NEPA to assist the agency in satisfying the public involvement requirements under Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) [16 U.S.C. 470(f)] pursuant to 36 CFR 800.2(d)(3).  The 
information about historic and cultural resources within the area potentially affected by the proposed 
action will assist the BLM in identifying and evaluating impacts to such resources in the context of both 
NEPA and Section 106 of the NHPA.  

The BLM will consult with Indian tribes on a government-to-government basis in accordance with 
Executive Order 13175 and other policies.  Tribal concerns, including impacts on Indian trust assets and 
potential impacts to cultural resources, will be given due consideration. Federal, State, and local agencies, 
along with tribes and other stakeholders that may be interested in or affected by the proposed action that 
the BLM is evaluating, are invited to participate in the scoping process and, if eligible, may request or be 
requested by the BLM to participate in the development of the environmental analysis as a cooperating 
agency. 

Purpose and Need for Action 

The PFHD’s request is subject to Title 43 of the Code of Federal Regulations (43 CFR), Group 3600, 
Mineral Materials Disposal.  Under 43 CFR 3601.6 (c), it is BLM’s policy “[T]o permit…local 
government entities…free use of these materials for qualified purposes”; and at 3601.6 (d), it is BLM’s 
policy “[T]o protect public land resources and the environment and minimize damage to public health 
and safety during…the removal of such minerals”. 

Action is necessary by the BLM because in accordance with 43 CFR 3601.11, “BLM will not dispose of 
mineral materials if we determine that the aggregate damage to public lands and resources would exceed 
the public benefits that the BLM expects from the proposed disposition”.  The BLM must review the 
PFHD’s proposal to comply with these regulations.  BLM’s review will include public involvement and 
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. 
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Existing Condition 

In 2003, the BLM issued a Free Use Permit (FUP; IDI-34132) to the PFHD authorizing them to extract 
and use sand and gravel from a 14.5 acre (approximate) parcel of federal mineral estate north of Post 
Falls, Idaho. (See attached map.)  The subject parcel is immediately adjacent to the PFHD’s existing 
gravel pit on private property.  The sand and gravel resources in the existing private pit have been 
exhausted and the PFHD has initiated operations on the parcel with federal mineral estate under the 2003 
permit. 

The federal regulations allow FUP terms of up to 10 years with a possible one time extension not to 
exceed one year [43 CFR, 3604.21 (a) (1) and (b)].  The 2003 permit was issued for a period of 10 years.  
Following the expiration of the initial permit term, the PFHD requested and was granted a one-time, one 
year extension.  The 2003 permit will expire on July 22, 2014.  A new permit is required because the 
PFHD has not removed all of the available material within the 14.5 acre parcel.  An Environmental 
Assessment (EA; ID086-03-18) was completed for the proposal in 2003 which resulted in a Finding of 
No Significant Impact (FONSI; signed June 17, 2003). 

Proposed Action 

The BLM would issue another 10 year FUP to the PFHD authorizing them to continue extracting and 
using mineral materials from the subject parcel.  The PFHD’s 2014 request indicates no changes to the 
original mine and reclamation plan.  The PFHD continues to forecast removal of less than 100,000 cubic 
yards of material each year.  The pit boundaries would be located no closer than 50 feet from any property 
line and the pit would be between 10 to 30 feet deep, depending on depth of usable material.  The 
expansion process would occur over a long timeframe, estimated up to 40 years, which would require a 
new permit every 10 or 11 years during the life of the pit. 

Preliminary Issues 

During analysis of the application in the 2003 EA, the BLM identified the following issues, which are still 
pertinent to the new proposed action: 

• Air Quality – During mineral extraction operations (digging, screening, and hauling), there would 
be impacts to air quality. 

• Visual Resources – Development of the gravel pit would change the visual landscape. 

• Vegetation – Development of the gravel pit would result in temporary removal of existing 
vegetation and potential spread of noxious weeds and invasive species. 

• Soils – Temporary loss of soil productivity from removal and stockpiling of topsoil would occur 
during the life of the gravel pit. 

• Land Uses – The existing use of the project area (farming) would be affected during the life of the 
gravel pit. 

• Mineral Resources – The PFHD would remove the sand and gravel resource and use it for the 
maintenance and expansion of the local transportation network. 
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• Economic and Social Values – Use of the mineral resource by the PFHD would impact the local 
economy and transportation network. 

Decision to be Made 

The BLM will decide whether to issue a Free Use Permit to the Post Falls Highway District in accordance 
with 43 CFR 3604.12. 

Public Input Needed 

Comments are specifically requested on the proposed action, preliminary issues, and alternatives.  
Comments made on this proposal would be most helpful if they are received by June 13, 2014 and are 
directly relevant to the proposal and project area. The BLM will not reject public feedback outside 
established public involvement timeframes; however, these comments may be considered secondary to 
comments received in a timely manner and may only be assessed to determine if they identify concerns 
that would substantially alter the assumptions, proposal, design, or analysis presented in the EA.  
Comments sent electronically should be sent to BLM_ID_PFHD_HGPPermit@blm.gov with the title 
of this project in the subject line.  Please identify whether you are submitting comments as an individual 
or as the designated spokesperson on behalf of an organization.  Issues that are outside the scope of the 
proposal will not be addressed at this planning level. 

Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying information 
in your comment, be advised that your entire comment – including your personal identifying information 
– may be made publicly available at any time.  While you can ask us in your comment to withhold from 
public review your personal identifying information, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so. 

The primary contact for questions and comments for this analysis is Scott Sanner, Mining Engineer, 3815 
Schreiber Way, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, 83854, 208-769-5032. 
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