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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
 
Anchorage Field Office 


4700 BLM Road 

Anchorage, Alaska 99507-2591 


http://www.blm.gov/ak 


National Public Lands Day (2013) Volunteer Projects 
Categorical Exclusion, DOI-BLM-AK-A010-2013-0036-CX 

Case File, n/a 

DECISION RECORD 

Decision 

I hereby approve the Proposed Action, four National Public Lands Day volunteer projects, to 
occur at the Campbell Tract Facility on September 28, 2013.  For a more detailed description of 
each approved project, refer to the attached Categorical Exclusion, DOI-BLM-AK-A010-2013-
0036-CX. In summary, the four approved projects include: 

Project 1 - Airstrip Trail Hardening 
Volunteers will gravel approximately 500 feet of the Airstrip Trail.   

Project 2 - Installation of Bear Resistant Trash Can and Benches 
Volunteers will install a bear resistant trash can and bench at the Campbell Creek Science Center 
(CCSC) Trailhead and two benches at the Campbell Airstrip Trailhead. The trash can and 
benches will be similar to the trash cans and benches currently installed elsewhere at CTF. 

Project 3 - Science Center Amphitheater Storm Water Drains 
Volunteers will install two drains adjacent to the entrance path of the CCSC amphitheater.  
Volunteers will dig two holes approximately 6 feet x 4 feet at a depth of 4 feet directly next to 
the pathway. Large cobble stones will be placed in the holes to just under ground-level then 
topped with smaller diameter rock to complete the drains.  

Project 4 - “Great Spectacle” Carsonite Post Replacement 
Volunteers will upgrade the popular CCSC activity, “The Great Spectacle,” by replacing some or 
all of the activity’s Carsonite posts.  New Carsonite posts will replace old Carsonite posts using a 
post pounder. 

The following stipulations apply to all proposed NPLD volunteer projects to protect potential 
cultural and natural resources in the area: 

	 Any cultural and/or paleontological resource (historic or prehistoric site or object) 
discovered on public or Federal land shall be immediately reported to the authorized 
officer. Project leaders/volunteers shall suspend all operations in the immediate area of 
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such discovery until written authorization to proceed is issued by the authorized officer. 
An evaluation of the discovery shall be made by the authorized officer to determine 
appropriate actions to prevent the loss of significant cultural or scientific values.   

	 For markers requiring ground disturbance, those locations would be reviewed and cleared 
or mitigated by the BLM Anchorage Field Office archaeologist prior to installation.   

	 If in connection with operations under this authorization, any human remains, funerary 
objects, sacred objects or objects of cultural patrimony as defined in the Native American 
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (P.L. 101-601; 104 Stat. 3048; 25 U.S.C. 3001) 
are discovered, project workers will stop operations in the immediate area of the 
discovery, protect the remains and objects, and immediately notify the authorized officer. 
BLM staff will protect the immediate area of the discovery until notified by the 
authorized officer that operations may resume. 

	 All materials purchased and used for these projects will be certified weed-free.  Prior to 
and following construction, the area would be monitored for invasive, non-native species 
which would be eradicated as necessary. 

Rationale for the Decision 

The proposed action has been reviewed by Anchorage Field Office staff and appropriate Project 
Design Features, as specified, will be incorporated during project implementation. Based on the 
attached Categorical Exclusion review, I have determined that the proposed action involves no 
significant impact to the human environment and no further analysis is required. 

Project #1, the Airstrip Trail Hardening project, will create a more durable trail surface.  The 
project will provide additional safety benefits by better delineating the trail, thereby encouraging 
users to stay on the trail and off of the adjacent, active airstrip.  

Currently, there is no trash receptacle at the CCSC Trailhead.  Project #2, providing a bearproof 
trash can, would allow visitors to discard pet waste, litter, and help keep the trailhead free of 
debris, protecting wildlife, public health, and the environment. Further, there are no benches at 
either the Campbell Airstrip or CCSC trailheads.  The installation of benches with Project #2 
would provide a place for visitors to comfortably and safely put on recreation equipment, rest 
before or after recreating, etc.   

During snow melt or rainy weather, the entrance path to the amphitheater is covered in standing 
water or ice, creating a potential safety hazard.  These puddles can be several inches deep, extend 
over the width of the pathway, and exceed 20 feet in length.  Project #3, the installation of the 
drains, should effectively remove, or reduce greatly, the amount of standing water on the path 
and allow for year-round access to the amphitheater.   

Currently, 72 Carsonite posts comprise the information stations for the “Great Spectacle” 
outdoor education activity. The current posts were originally installed 15 years ago and are 
fading, cracking, and breaking. Recent changes to the routing of Salmon Run Trail necessitate 
the relocation of a number of posts to locations away from Salmon Run Trail.  Project #4, 
relocating the activity posts, eliminates the need for students to cross Salmon Run trail creating a 
safer activity area. 
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Appeal Opportunities 

This decision may be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary, in 
accordance with the regulations contained in 43 CFR § 4.  To appeal you must file a notice of 
appeal at the BLM Anchorage Field Office, 4700 BLM Road, Anchorage, Alaska 99507, within 
30 days from receipt of this decision. The appeal must be in writing and delivered in person, via 
the United States Postal Service mail system, or other common carrier, to the Anchorage Field 
Office as noted above. The BLM does not accept appeals by facsimile, email, or other electronic 
means. The appellant has the burden of showing that the decision appealed from is in error.  

If you wish to file a petition pursuant to regulation 43 CFR § 4.21 (58 FR 4939, January 19, 
1993) for a stay of the effectiveness of this decision during the time that your appeal is being 
reviewed by the Board, the petition for a stay must accompany your notice of appeal.  Except as 
otherwise provided by law or other pertinent regulation, a petition for a stay of decision pending 
appeal shall show sufficient justification based on the following standards: (a) The relative harm 
to the parties if the stay is granted or denied, (b) The likelihood of the appellant’s success on the 
merits, (c) The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not granted, and (d) 
Whether the public interest favors granting the stay. 

Copies of the notice of appeal and petition for a stay must also be submitted to each party named 
in this decision and to the Interior Board of Land Appeals and to the Office of the Solicitor (see 
43 CFR § 4.413); Office of the Regional Solicitor, Alaska Region, U.S. Department of the 
Interior, 4230 University Drive, Suite 300, Anchorage, Alaska 99508; at the same time the 
original documents are filed with this office.  If you request a stay, you have the burden of proof 
to demonstrate that a stay should be granted. 

/s/ Alan Bittner     September 11, 2013 
Alan Bittner Date 
Anchorage Field Manager 

Attachments 

DOI-BLM-AK-A010-2013-0036-CX 
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