
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  
  

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
 
Anchorage Field Office 


4700 BLM Road 

Anchorage, Alaska 99507-2591 


http://www.blm.gov/ak 


CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION (CX) 

A. BACKGROUND 

Project Name / Type: Raw TV Film Permit (2920 Land Use Permit) 

NEPA Register Number: DOI-BLM-AK-A010-2013-0032-CX 

Case File Number: AA-93612 

Location / Legal Description: Cahoon Creek, approximately 15 miles west of Klukwan, 
Alaska; Copper River Meridian, T. 29 S., R. 54 E., Sec. 23, 
NE1/4, NW1/4SE1/4 

Applicant (if any): Raw TV, Melissa Roberts 

Description of Proposed Action:   

Raw TV produces the mining reality television show, Gold Rush Alaska.  Raw TV has requested 
a land use permit to film mining-related activities on unpatented Federal mining claims 
approximately 15 miles west of Klukwan, Alaska.  The filming would occur over a 20-day 
period in late August and September 2013.   

Filming would be accomplished by a 3-5 person crew following 2-5 miners on the claims.  
Access to the mining claims is by helicopter only.  Aerial filming would occur when taking off 
and landing at the claims.  The film (and mining) crew would be flying in and out of the claims 
every 3-5 days (approximately).  The crew would be using tents to camp on the claims while 
they are on the ground filming.  No sleeping platforms or other above-ground structures would 
be built in support of the filming effort.   

The “mining” activities of filming interest are actually exploration activities being conducted on 
Federal mining claims (managed by the BLM) consistent with Notice-level operations described 
in 43 CFR § 3809.21 and § 3809.300. A Notice is required for exploration activity greater than 
casual use, but causing less than five acres of disturbance to public lands.  The BLM does not 
approve a Notice.  However, the BLM does review Notice filings for completeness and to ensure 
that the proposed operations indeed qualify as notice-level activities.  Because the BLM does not 
approve a Notice, the Notice review is not subject to review under the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA). On August 1, 2013, the BLM notified the claimant that his July 19, 2013 
notice was complete.   
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This CX and the subsequent land use authorization, if granted, applies only to Raw TV’s 
proposed aerial and on-the-ground filming activities and associated tent camping needs.       

Applicable Required Operating Procedures and Permit Stipulations 

Required Operating Procedures, permit stipulations, environmental protection measures, and/or 
other terms and conditions will be applied to the grant authorization (permit) to minimize or 
avoid resource impacts.   

The following Required Operating Procedures apply to all authorized aviation operations 
occurring on BLM-managed lands within the Haines Planning Area:  

1. 	 In Dall sheep and mountain goat habitat, aircraft used in support of permitted activities  
will not land within a ½ mile of known kidding areas between May 1 and June 15.  Dall 
sheep and mountain goat high use areas and important winter habitat are shown on the 
attached map.  Aircraft will maintain 1,500 feet vertical and horizontal distance from  
visible goats and sheep, as well as habitats that are mapped as high use areas.  Aircraft 
will not land within ½ mile of habitats that are mapped as high use areas.  In winter, 
recreation activities are not permitted in mapped high use areas.  As new data becomes 
available, any nearby authorized activities will be reviewed accordingly.  
 

2. 	 All operations will maintain a 1,500 foot clearance of key mountain goat areas, mountain 
goats, sensitive bird nesting sites, brown and black bears, wolves, moose, sea lions, and 
other marine mammals. Steepness (degree in slope) and roughness (outcrops and spur 
ridges) affect the ratio of elevation to horizontal distance significantly.  Attempts should 
be made to maximize distance between ground and habitats or animals wherever 
possible. Flight routes over near level terrain will maintain a minimum of 1,500 feet 
above ground level and at least 1,500 feet horizontal distance from wildlife habitat 
features described above. Pilots are not expected to compromise safety when weather 
conditions indicate the 1,500 foot minimum cannot be met. 

3. 	 All authorized operations will adhere to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
recommendations regarding eagle nests.   
a. 	 Maintain established travel routes, but avoid any eagle nest by at least ¼ mile (1,320 

feet).  
b. 	 Helicopters must avoid hovering near and circling any eagle nest. 

4. 	 Helicopter use on the Nourse Glacier is restricted from May 1 through June 15 as 

follows:  


a. 	 Approaches and departures will be from  the south to reduce potential impact to 
goats on kidding habitats north of the site. 

b. 	 Flight corridors to the north and northwest of the Nourse Glacier will not be used 
for flight seeing or access to the Chilkat icefields until June 15th. 

c. 	 Access to the Chilkat icefields will be through either the West Creek or Grand 
Canyon corridors. 
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These restrictions are intended to reduce potential impacts to wildlife, in general, as well 
as goat use patterns when dispersing to and/or occupying kidding habitat or high quality 
forage sites. Additional timing limitations may be applied to other important habitat 
areas as determined by current goat collaring studies.  

5.	 Authorized operators shall not hover, circle, or harass wildlife in any way.  This refers 
particularly to mountain goats, wolves, bears, eagles, sea lions, and other marine 
mammals, but includes all wildlife species. 

6.	 All flights shall operate within designated flight corridors and elevation restrictions. 

7.	 All authorized operators will assure that their operations meet Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) requirements to achieve safe air operations (routing, airspace 
separation and coordination with other operators). 

8.	 All authorized operators will be required to submit and abide by a Safety and Operating 
Plan which will be approved by the BLM and will be a part of the permit.  The FAA may 
review these submissions. 

9.	 The Authorized Officer (AO) may suspend or modify an permit, including adaptive 
management strategies, if necessary to protect public resources, health, safety, or the 
environment or as a result of non-compliance with permit stipulations. 

Additionally, the following permit stipulations and/or environmental protection measures apply:  

10. Fuel will not be stored on BLM-managed lands.  

11. Refueling of helicopters will not occur on BLM-managed lands.  

12. A final copy (in DVD format) of the show(s) produced utilizing a Federal permit will be 
delivered to the BLM Anchorage Field Office. 

13. To minimize impacts on residents in the Haines area, film helicopters will operate 
between the hours of 8:00 AM and 7:30 PM, daily. 

14. Any cultural and/or paleontological resource (historic or prehistoric site or object) 
discovered by the grantee, or any person working on his behalf, on public or Federal land 
shall be immediately reported to the authorized officer. The grantee shall suspend all 
operations in the immediate area of such discovery until written authorization to proceed 
is issued by the authorized officer.  

15. The operator should make all reasonable efforts to comply with the 2010 Alaska BLM 
Invasive Species Management Policy (attached).  

16. Proponent will thoroughly clean all personal and film equipment and gear prior to 
transporting to the authorized site of operations. Cleaning will involve high-pressure 
washing, where appropriate, to remove mud, dirt, and plant parts. (This practice is the  
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most effective and easiest method to prevent the inadvertent introduction and spread of 
non-native invasive species to otherwise weed free environments.)  

17. Proponent will provide a post-use report with the dates when filming occurs. 

B. LAND USE PLAN CONFORMANCE 

Applicable Land Use Plan:	 Ring of Fire Approved Resource Management Plan and 
Record of Decision (March 2008) 

The proposed action is in conformance with plan because it is specifically provided for in the 
following planning decisions: 

I. Lands and Realty 

I-2: Management Action 

I-2i: Land Use Authorizations 
The BLM will apply the Required Operating Procedures and Stipulations to each 
authorization, as appropriate (p. 11). 

and 

I-2k: FLPMA Permits 
The BLM may issue land use permits if it is determined that the use conforms to 
agency plans, policies and programs, local regulations, and other requirements, 
and will not cause appreciable damage or disturbance to the public lands, their 
resources or improvements (p. 11). 

C. CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION 

The proposed action is categorically excluded from further documentation under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in accordance with United States Department of the Interior 
43 CFR 46.210 or United States Department of the Interior Manual, Part 516, Chapter 11, which 
provides: 

Realty, E. 19. Issuance of short-term (3 years or less) rights-of-way or land use 
authorizations for such uses as storage sites, apiary sites, and construction sites where the 
proposal includes rehabilitation to restore the land to its natural or original condition. 

D. EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES 

The proposed action must be screened against the Extraordinary Circumstances found in 43 CFR  
§ 46.215 (listed below). Any “yes” finding requires that an Environmental Assessment or 
Environmental Impact Statement be prepared for the Proposed Action. 
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EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES YES/NO 
1. Have significant adverse impacts on public health or safety. No 
2. Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic 

characteristics as historic or cultural resources; park, recreation or refuge lands; 
wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or 

No 

principal drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 
11990); floodplains (Executive Order 11988); national monuments; migratory 
birds; and other ecologically significant or critical areas.  

3. Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts No 
concerning alternative uses of available resources [NEPA Section 102(2)(E)].  

4. Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or No 
involve unique or unknown environmental risks. 

5. Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about No 
future actions with potentially significant environmental effects. 

6. Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but No 
cumulatively significant environmental effects. 

7. Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing on the No 
National Register of Historic Places as determined by either the bureau or office. 

8. Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List of 
Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on designated 
Critical Habitat for these species. 

No 

9. Violate Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for No 
the protection of the environment. 

10. Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority No 
populations (Executive Order 12898). 

11. Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by No 
Indian religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical 
integrity of such sacred sites (Executive Order 13007). 

12. Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of weeds or non- No 
native invasive species known to occur in the area or area or actions that may 
promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species 
(Federal Noxious Weed Control Act and Executive Order 13112). 

E. SIGNATURE 

The proposed action is in conformance with the applicable land us plan and is an action that can 
be categorically excluded. The Proposed Action does not trigger any of the Extraordinary 
Circumstances found in 516 FM Chapter 2, Appendix 2.  I recommend that the Proposed Action 
be allowed and that no further environmental analysis is required.   

/s/ Alan Bittner        August 14, 2013 

Alan Bittner  Date 
Anchorage Field Manager 
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Attachments 

1. Map of proposed activity area 
2. Map of Dall sheep and mountain goat high use areas and important winter habitat 
3. 2010 Alaska BLM Invasive Species Management Policy 
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