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Background 

BACKGROUND 

Neva-Rite, LLC is proposing to explore, develop, process and reclaim a quarry pit operation on 
public lands administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Carson City District 
Office (CCDO), Stillwater Field Office (SFO) in Churchill County, Nevada. The project is 
located approximately 15 miles east of Fallon, Nevada in Section 24, Township 18 North, Range 
30 East (T18N, R30E), Mount Diablo Baseline and Meridian (MDBM), Churchill County, 
Nevada. The proposed Project area encompasses 19.7 acres in the low hills of the Lahontan 
Mountains. 

There have been 3 previous notices for exploration filed in the project area, case tiles: NVN 
069675, NVN 076703 and NVN 086242. The most recent exploration occurred under NVN 
076703 by Neva-Rite, LLC. Under this exploration, Neva-Rite, LLC received authorization to 
conduct some test quarrying of mineral materials along the western side of the deposit. This 
resulted in a disturbance of approximately 3.0 acres. The exploration included core drilling and 
removal of less than 1,000 tons of material. This notice has expired. Notice NVN 08642 was 
rejected/ denied and the case was closed. One plan of operation NVN 085231 had been filed and 
is currently pending. 

One mineral material sale, NVN 0791 08, was proposed in the area. This proposed sale was not 
fully processed and was closed with no action. The Proposed Action evaluated under EA# DOI
BLM-NV-C010-2013-0038-EA (Chapter 2 of the EA) is a Negotiated Mineral Sale, case tile 
NVN 091966. 

Neva-Rite, LLC proposes to mine up to 200,000 cubic yards (CY) of material under one five 
year sale contract with plans for 5 possible future consecutive sale contracts within the proposed 
Project area of 19.7 acres. Development of the quarry pit would occur in a phased manner. 
Cumulative extraction of the maximum 200,000 CY per sale contract would result in 
approximately 1,000,000 CY of material removed within the 19.7 acre Project area. Neva-Rite, 
LLC would develop the quarry pit, process the materials on site, and haul the processed materials 
off-site. 

The pit would be located along the south side of"Wonderstone Mountain'· with the northern side 
of the hill being left undisturbed as a visual barrier to Eagle's House and the Stillwater Wildlife 
Refuge to the north and west. The pit would be mined to a maximum depth of 150 feet 
(maximum rim elevation of approximately 4470 feet AMSL to the maximum pit bottom 
elevation of 4320 feet AMSL). The reclaimed pit would feature a slope that is similar in degree 
to existing slopes and would allow gravity drainage off the mountain. The maximum bench 
height during mining activities in the pit would be 20 feet. This would allow it to be scaled using 
a track-mounted excavator during operations. The average bench width constructed would be 15 
feet to allow for blasthole drill rig and backfill machinery access. This would allow the highwall 
to be reduced during reclamation activities. 



Additional disturbance associated with the Project would include a bulk waste storage area that 
would allow Neva-Rite to selectively remove desired material specimens. Most of the waste rock 
would be placed within the staging/yard area. The operator proposes the primary existing access 
road from Highway 50 may be upgraded as required to provide safe, all-weather access to the 
Project for the operator and the public. However, the operator has proposed two other alternative 
access routes which are discussed in Section 2.1.3 of the Environmental Assessment (EA). 

Pre-development exploration may also be necessary within the proposed pit disturbance areas. 
The exploration work may be undertaken by the applicant to ascertain qualities of the material to 
be removed and that of the surrounding materials. This exploration may include drilling to 
depths within the limits of the proposed plan of operations to ascertain the local characteristics of 
the material proposed to be removed. The purpose of the exploration would be utilized to assist 
the applicant in understanding the deposit within the proposed disturbance area. This would 
allow material to be removed in a sate and beneficial manner 

Mining would be done by conventional methods utilizing drill/blast, loading with loaders and/or 
large track-mounted backhoe(s) and hauling with articulated trucks. The trucks would place the 
rock onto flat areas adjacent to the pit where it can be sorted by size and quality. The sorting 
would be done by visual/mechanical means, grizzly and/or a portable crushing machine, and/or 
screening plant. The marketable product would be placed on pallets or loaded into containers and 
placed onto contract hauler flatbed trucks for shipment otTsite to target markets. 

All mining related infrastructure would be maintained within the disturbance area, including rest 
rooms, job trailers, stockpiles, and temporary machinery storage. 

Growth medium is limited in the area of proposed disturbance. Available near-surface growth 
medium in the Project area would be selectively stripped with a dozer or scraper and stored along 
the perimeter of the disturbed areas to create a public exclusion berm for the perimeter to the 
Project area. The material would be stabilized during the period of active operation by seeding 
with the mix recommended by the BLM. Enhanced sediment control may be needed for the 
stockpiled growth medium and may include silt fencing and/or straw matting. The stockpiled 
growth medium would be utilized as needed for reclamation, and would be supplemented with 
tines from the screening plant and excavated clayey material within the proposed disturbed area. 

Land Use Plan Conformance 

The Proposed Action described below is in conformance with the 2001 Carson City Field Office 
Consolidated Resource Management Plan (CRMP). The Proposed Action is in conformance 
with pages MIN - 1 and MIN-5, specifically the following decisions from the CRMP: 

l. Page MIN-I, RMP Level Decisions, Desired Outcomes I. "Encourage development of 
energy and mineral resources in a timely manner to meet national, regional and local 
needs consistent with the objectives for other public land uses." 

2. Page MIN-5, Section 10, Administrative Actions, ·• l. Continue to provide mineral 
material commodities to the using public, following these general criteria: 



Finding 

a. A void duplication of pits within the same general area. 
b. Examine hauling distances and place sites according to acceptable Visual 

Resource Management (VRM) classification where possible. 
c. Use existing sites to the greatest extent possible. 
d. For major transportation Rights of Way(RIW), place sites a minimum of I 0 miles 

apart. 
e. Determine life expectancy of sites and set rehabilitation requirements in 

advance.'' 

This finding and conclusion is based on the consideration of the Council on Environmental 
Quality's criteria for significance ( 40 CFR I508.27), both with regard to the context and the 
intensity of impacts described in the EA. 

Based upon the analysis in the EA# DOI-BLM-NV-COI0-20I3-0038-EA Nevada Royal Jasper 
Quarry Project, it is my determination that the implementation of the Proposed Action will not 
have significant environmental impacts and that the Proposed Action is in conformance with the 
CRMP adopted in 200 I. I have determined that the Proposed Action is not a major federal 
action, and will not significantly affect the quality of the human environment, individually or 
cumulatively with other actions in the general area. Therefore, an environmental impact 
statement is not necessary and will not be prepared for the Proposed Action. 

Context: 

The proposed Project is located west of the Stillwater Range along the southeastern edge of 
Lahontan Valley in a low group of mountains collectively referred to as the Lahontan Mountains. 
The Lahontan Mountains surround Wyemaha Valley and consist of Sehoo Mountain and Eagle's 
House to the north, Eetza and Salt Wells Mountains to the south and Rainbow Mountain to the 
east. The project area is on an unnamed hill commonly referred to as "Wonderstone Hill" or Red 
Hill" which is located approximately t;4 mile south of Eagle's House (refer to Appendix A, Map 
I 0 General Setting within the EA). The surface elevation over the project ranges from 4,200 to 
4,500 feet. The interior Lahontan Mountains are dissected by a series of ephemeral drainages that 
direct runoff into Wyemaha Valley and south through the gap between Eetza and Salt Wells 
Mountain, while the outside flanks of the mountains are dissected by several ephemeral 
drainages which radiate runoff into surrounding areas. 

The Project Area's climate is arid to semiarid. The temperature in nearby Fallon averages about 
67°F with an annual precipitation of approximately 5 inches per year. Winter temperatures can 
reach below 0°F and summer highs may exceed I 00°F. 

Intensity: 

The following discussion is based on the relevant factors that should be considered in evaluating 
intensity as described in 40 CFR 1508.27: 



1) Impacts that may be both beneficial and adverse. 

I have determined that none of the direct, indirect or cumulative impacts associated with the 
Proposed Action (as analyzed in Chapter 3 of the EA) are significant, individually or combined. 
The EA evaluated both beneficial and adverse impacts of the Proposed Action for the 
exploration, development, processing of mineral materials and reclamation of a quarry pit 
operation. Impacts to BLM Sensitive wildlife species, cultural resources, noxious and invasive, 
non-native species, Native American Religious Concerns, general wildlife, migratory birds, 
mineral resources, socioeconomics, soils, vegetation, visual resources and travel management 
were analyzed in detail in chapter 3 of the EA. 

With implementation of mitigation measures, BMPs built into the Proposed Action and 
reclamation of the site, adverse impacts to soils, vegetation, and wildlife would be lessened. 
Visual impacts would be lessened with the use of the BLM's BMPs for visual management, 
including the placement and color of structures and facilities, would reduce the degree of 
contrast. 

During the project reclamation phase, stockpiled waste material would be used to fill any 
excavations and all disturbed areas would be re-contoured to approximate the original 
topography to the extent possible. Bench cuts in the hill would be reclaimed by blasting the 
bedrock to remove the linear edges and produce a more natural looking slope. Fill materials 
enhanced with growth media stockpiled from original surface disturbance activities would be 
used to reshape and restore the original slope and natural contours of the remaining areas where 
feasible. With successful reclamation and vegetation, long-term visual impacts would be 
minimized. 

Impacts to Native American Religious Concerns and Cultural Resources are identified in Chapter 
3 of the EA. A Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between the State Historic Preservation 
Office (SHPO) and the BLM was initiated on September 26, 2013 and provides additional 
mitigation and stipulations to address these impacts and concerns. Refer to Appendix E of the 
Final EA for a copy of the MOA. 

All of the impacts and identified mitigation measures are described and analyzed in detail in 
Chapter 3 of the Final EA. 

2) The deKree to which the proposed action aff"ects public health or safety. 

Through adherence to resource mitigation measures, and BMPs, the Proposed Action will not 
result in potentially substantial or adverse impacts to public health and safety. Personnel 
working at the site will keep the occasional public away from the operations. Unpaved county 
roads are well maintained and accommodate two-lane traffic to and from the project area. Any 
trash generated will be contained on-site in supply bins (i.e. dumpsters) and hauled by a local 
commercial disposal company to an approved landtill. 



The mitigation measures identified in Chapter 3 of the Final EA and the BMPs built into the 
proposed action are designed to protect human health and safety. The Spill Contingency Plan, 
located in Appendix B of the Final EA would also aid in protecting human health and safety. 
The Proposed Action would have minimal affect to public health or safety. 

3) Unique characteristics of the geographic area such as proximity to historic or cultural 
resources, park lands, prime .fctrmlands. wetlands, ·wild and scenic rivers. or ecologically critical 
areas. 

The BLM Interdisciplinary Team scoped the Supplemental Authorities and Resources other than 
Supplemental Authorities to determine if they were present and if so, whether they may be 
affected by the Proposed Action. These resources were evaluated in Chapter 3 of the Final EA# 
DOI-BLM-NV-C010-2013-0038-EA. 

The BLM, in consultation with SHPO, have determined that the Wonderstone Quarry (CrNV-03-
7166) is eligible under Secretary's criterion a and (c) (4), and one additional cultural resource, 
identified by the Fallon Paiute-Shoshone Tribe as Eagte·s House, is currently unevaluated but 
treated by the BLM, in consultation with SHPO, as a historic property pending a formal NRHP 
evaluation to be conducted as part of the MOA will be adversely affected by the Undertaking. 
Eagle's House, located approximately one-half mile north of the proposed project area, is also 
considered a highly sacred place to the Tribe. The cultural significance of Eagle·s House has 
been duly demonstrated by the ethnographic interviews conducted by Chambers Group for this 
project, as well as by several previous interviews and archival information. Eagle's House is also 
recommended as a Traditional Cultural Property of the Fallon Paiute-Shoshone Tribe, and is 
eligible to the National Register under Criteria A and C. When viewed as a whole, the 
Wonderstone quarry, Eagle's House, Hidden Cave and Grimes Point Archaeological Area form a 
highly significant cultural area to the Tribe, which they consider sacred and deeply embedded in 
their traditional beliefs. As such, Chambers Group recommends that the entire area be nominated 
as an archaeological district. 

The proposed project is currently designed to mitigate visual and operational impacts from the 
area known as Eagle's House, and somewhat from the Grimes Point Archaeological Area. The 
proposed mitigation measures are identified in Chapter 3 of the Final EA. Additionally the 
MOA (located in Appendix E of the Final EA) outlines mitigation and stipulations for the 
proposed project. 

There are no Wilderness Study Areas. prime or unique farmlands, Areas of Critical 
Environmental Concern, or Floodplains located within the vicinity of the proposed project area. 

4) The degree to which the e.ffi!Cts on the quality ofthe human environment are likely to be highly 
controversial. 

The effects of the Mineral Material Sales are well known and understood. The BLM Carson 
City District has authorized numerous material sales of similar size and scale for many years. No 
unresolved issues have been identified following public notification of the proposed action. This 
is demonstrated through the effects analysis in Chapter 3 of the Final EA. 



The EA was scoped internally by BLM resource specialists in April 2013 and externally scoped 
to the public in June 2013. The project was presented at a Churchill County Commissioners 
Meeting on June 19, 2013. Coordination with the tribes has occurred on the location of the 
proposed project since July of 2000. No comments were received during the scoping period for 
the project. 

The EA was sent out for public comment and review on July 24, 2013. The comment period 
ended on August 25, 2013. During the comment period, comment submissions were received 
from the Fallon Paiute-Shoshone Tribe, the Nevada Division of State Lands, State Land Use 
Planning Agency, the SHPO, the Nevada Division of Water Resources (NDWR), and the Nevada 
Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP), Bureau of Safe Drinking Water (BSDW). Minor 
changes were made to the Final EA document for clarification purposes based on comments 
received during the comment period. Additionally, on September 26, 2013 a MOA was initiated 
between the SHPO and the BLM with the Fallon Paiute-Shoshone Tribe and Neva-Rite, LLC 
(the proponent) signing as concurring parties to this agreement. This MOA is located in 
Appendix E of the Final EA document. Refer to the table in Appendix D for a list of comments 
and BLM's responses to those comments. 

5) The degree to which the possible effects on the human environment are highly uncertain or 
involve unique or unknown risks. 

The analysis provided in the EA does not indicate that this action would involve any unique or 
unknown risks. Relevant components of the human environment which would be either affected 
or potentially affected by the Proposed Action and other alternatives were addressed through the 
effects analyzed in Chapter 3 ofthe Final EA. 

6) The degree to which the action may establish a precedent for .fillure actions with signtficant 
eff'ects or represents a decision in principle about a.fi1ture consideration. 

The proposed action will not establish a precedent for future actions with significant effects or 
represent a decision about a future consideration. Completion of this Final EA does not establish 
a precedent for other assessments nor does it authorize other gravel operations or further 
development of this area that are outside the scope of the Final EA. Any future projects within 
the Project area that is outside of the scope of EA# 001-BLM-NV -COl 0-2013-0038-EA, or in 
surrounding areas will be analyzed on their own merits, independent of the actions currently 
proposed. 

7) Whether the action is related to other actions with individually insign!flcant but cumulatively 
sign(ficant impacts. 

Direct and indirect impacts of the Proposed Action were analyzed in Chapter 3 (Affected 
Environment and Environmental Consequences) of the Final EA. None of the environmental 
impacts discussed in detail in Chapter 3 of this EA are considered significant. Past, present and 
reasonably foreseeable future actions have been considered in the cumulative impacts analysis 
within Chapter 3 of the EA. The cumulative impacts analysis examined all of the other 



appropriate actions and determined that the proposed action would not incrementally contribute 
to significant impacts. In addition, tor any actions that might be proposed in the future, further 
environmental analysis, including assessment of cumulative impacts, would be required. 

8) The degree to which the action may adversely C{f/ect districts, sites, highways, structures, or 
objects listed in or eligible for listing in the NRHP or may cause loss or destruction ofsign(ficant 
scient(fic, cultural, or historical resources. 

The BLM, in consultation with SHPO, have determined that the Wonderstone Quarry (CrNV-03-
7166) is eligible under Secretary's criterion a and (c) ( 4 ), and one additional cultural resource, 
identified by the Fallon Paiute-Shoshone Tribe as Eagle's House, is currently unevaluated but 
treated by the BLM, in consultation with SHPO, as a historic property pending a formal NRHP 
evaluation to be conducted as part ofthe MOA would be adversely affected by the Undertaking. 
Eagle's House, located approximately one-half mile north of the proposed project area, is also 
considered a highly sacred place to the Tribe. The cultural significance of Eagle's House has 
been duly demonstrated by the ethnographic interviews conducted by Chambers Group for this 
project, as well as by several previous interviews and archival information. Eagle's House is also 
recommended as a Traditional Cultural Property of the Fallon Paiute-Shoshone Tribe, and is 
eligible to the National Register under Criteria A and C. When viewed as a whole, the 
Wonderstone quarry, Eagle's House, and Grimes Point Archaeological Area form a highly 
significant cultural area to the Tribe, which they consider sacred and deeply embedded in their 
traditional beliefs. As such, Chambers Group recommends that the entire area be nominated as 
an archaeological district. 

On September 26, 2013 a MOA was initiated between the SHPO and the BLM with the Fallon 
Paiute-Shoshone Tribe and Neva-Rite, LLC (the proponent) identified as concurring parties to 
this agreement. This MOA is located in Appendix E of the Final EA document. This MOA 
outlines mitigation and stipulations that must be adhered to in order for the project to move 
forward. 

The mitigation outlined in the MOA includes identification and a National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP) evaluation of all properties of traditional and cultural importance (TCP) in the 
Study Area and an NRHP evaluation of the Grimes Point Archaeological District. Additionally 
an outline of a draft NRHP nomination for the TCPs and archaeological districts within the study 
area will be prepared following NRHP Bulletin 36 and 38. 

9) The degree to which the action may adversely qffect an endanKered or threatened species or 
its habitat that has been determined to be critical under the ESA ofl973. 

After consulting with the BLM wildlife biologist and the United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
website for NV, no known federally listed plant or animal species occur within the proposed 
Project Area. Therefore, the Proposed Action will have no affect to any federally listed species 
under the Endangered Species Act of 1973. Special status species are known to occur in the 
project area but no evidence of these animals was encountered during a site visit in July 2013 by 
the BLM wildlife biologist (refer to Chapter 3 of the Final EA). 



I 0) Whether the action threatens a violation of Federal, Stale, or local law or requirements 
imposedfor the protection of the environment. 

The Proposed Action is in compliance with the CRMP. The Proposed Action is consistent with 
Statutes, regulations and policies of neighboring local County, State, Tribal governments and 
other Federal agencies. The Proposed Action is in conformance with the Material Act of July 31 , 
1947, as amended and applicable regulations at 43 CFR §3600. The Proposed Action does not 
violate or threaten to violate any Federal, State, or local law or requirement imposed for the 
protection of the environment. 

~-~-~ TereSaiK11Ut ~ 

Field Manager 
Stillwater Field Office 


