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Purpose of tonight’s meeting 

• Review travel management and transportation 
decisions of the IFNM Resource Management 
Plan  

• Gather information to help us implement 
those decisions 



Purpose of tonight’s meeting 

• Collaborate to refine the proposed action for a 
Transportation Project Plan to be 
implemented within the 3 to 5 years. 



Proclamation protects specific objects 

• Quintessential view of the Sonoran Desert 
landscape 

• Drought-adapted vegetation 

• Ironwood trees/ecosystem 



Proclamation protects specific objects 

• Rugged mountain ranges 

• Habitat for threatened, endangered, and rare 
wildlife and vegetation species 

• Prehistoric and historic archaeological sites 



Proclamation limits off-road use 

 

"For the purpose of protecting the objects 
identified above, the Secretary of the Interior 
shall prohibit all motorized and mechanized 
vehicle use off road, except for emergency or 
authorized administrative purposes." 



Proclamation mandates a 
Transportation Plan 

 

"The Secretary of the Interior shall prepare a 
transportation plan that addresses the actions, 
including road closures or travel restrictions, 
necessary to protect the objects identified in 
this proclamation." 



IFNM Resource Management Plan 

• 2000: Monument designated; 30 public 
information meetings and workshops 

 

• 2002: Scoping;  over 9,000 comments 

 

• 2007: Draft RMP; over 12,000 comments 



IFNM Resource Management Plan 

• 2011: Proposed RMP/EIS 

 

• 2013: Approved RMP and Record of Decision 

 

• 2013: No appeals of the travel route 
designations 



 Criteria for Travel Route Designations 

 

• Administrative access – wildfire, monitoring 

• Public use – recreational, interpretation 

• Authorized uses – grazing, rights-of-way 

• Resource protection – cultural and natural 

• Legal access 

 



The RMP designated travel routes 

THEN: 
 

 

 

  

 

 Existing 
roads 

and trails 



The RMP limits motorized travel 

THEN: 

 

 

 

 NOW: 

 

 Existing 
roads 

and trails 

Designated 
routes 



Route Designations 

• Roads and primitive roads:  124 miles (35%) 
open to public use 

• Administrative (roads and primitive roads):  
118 miles (34%) 

• Non-motorized trail: 90 miles (26%) 

• Closed for restoration: 17 miles (5%) 



Roads 

• Example: county-maintained roads 

• 2 lanes 

• Public/Administrative 



Primitive Roads 

• Single lane 

• 2-track 

• Improved up to 14’ wide 
– Do not meet county road standards 

• Public/Administrative 



Trail 

• Non-motorized non-mechanized travel only 

– Equestrian 

– Pedestrian 

– Does not include bicycles 



 

 

Proposed Strategies 



Access from Public Highways 

• Avra Valley Road from I-10 
– Silverbell-Avra Valley loop  

• Public Land Highway nomination for 

  Federal Highways Administration Program 

 

• Other public access routes 
- Sunland Gin  - Mile Wide 

- Sasco   - Pump Station 

- Manville 

 



Portal Sites Strategy 

• At entry-points to Monument 

• Parking areas, turnouts/turnarounds 

• Kiosks to orient and educate 

• Vehicle barriers 

• Gravel to mitigate dust and mud 

• Vegetative rehabilitation where needed 



Group Sites Strategy 

• For educational and organized group activities 

• Parking area, barriers, signing 

• 20-30 people, 10-20 vehicles at one time 

 

• North of Ragged Top on Silverbell Road 

• Waterman Restoration Site 



Community Access Site Strategy 

• Provide access from adjacent communities 

• Gate  

• No parking areas 

• Signs 

– Entering IFNM 

– Regulations 

• Example: Blanco Wash 



Acquisition of Legal Access 

• Rights of way, special land use permit (State 
Trust Lands) 

– To install a sign 

– To direct public to use a route 

• Easement (Privately-owned Lands) 

– Asarco off Avra Valley Road 

 



Your input 

• Tonight we will work with maps 

• Receiving this input until July 11 

• Follow up meeting July 18 

– Priority projects 

• NEPA process with public input 



Tonight’s Input 

ON THE TABLE 
• Administrative access needs 

for land uses that have 
existing authorizations 

• Physical characteristics of 
routes 

• Closures and improvements 
for public use 
– Barriers, portals, pullouts, 

group sites, parking areas, 
turnarounds, signs 

• Road maintenance intensity 
(standards, frequency) 

• Areas of conflicting use 

OFF THE TABLE 

• Changes to the decisions of IFNM 
Resource Management Plan 

• Travel route designations 

• Issues/concerns not related to 
transportation and travel within 
IFNM 



Your input is what makes IFNM work! 

• Work with maps to convey and record 
information 

• 4 geographic groups with a BLM specialist and 
a facilitator at each station 

• You can change groups; Jenny will alert the 
group when 30 minutes have passed. 

 

 



Geographic Areas 

 

• Sawtooths 

• West Silverbells  

• Roskruge-Watermans 

• Silverbell-Samaniego 





What is next? 

• Send your input by July 11. 

Laura Olais lolais@blm.gov 520.258.7229 

 

• BLM specialists available – contact Laura for 
appointment 

 

 

mailto:lolais@blm.gov


What is next? 

July 18 

HERE (Marana Parks and 
Recreation Bldg) 

6:30 PM 



Next Meeting 

• BLM will present the preliminary project plan 

based on the RMP decisions and your input on 
implementation strategies, BMPs and projects. 

 

• Your input on scheduling and priorities. 
Identify priority projects for next 3-5 years. 

 



Upcoming 

• Environmental Assessment – NEPA 
• Public Comment and Review Period 

 

• Partnering opportunities for involvement in 
implementation 



• Who is missing? 

– Record on flip chart 

 

• Jenny Winkler – facilitator closeout 



Thank you! 



Thank you! 


