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Dear Interested Public, 

The Bureau of Land Management's (BLM) Winnemucca District (WD), Division of Fire and Aviation 
Management are planning to relocate and/or construct fire station facilities in the Orovada area. This 
proposed location would enhance wildland fire suppression capabilities and improve response time to 
identified critical resource areas within the WD, which include wildland-urban interface areas and 
critical habitats such as Sage grouse Preliminary Priority (PPH) and Preliminary General (PGH) 
Habitats. 

The proposed location would be adjacent to Kunkel Rd. in Orovada. Current facilities, located in 
McDermitt, are at the extreme north end of the District. Having a centrally located station north of 
Winnemucca would improve response times to many regionally important resource areas including 
critical habitats when wildfires occur. Faster response times result in more fires controlled within the 
first 24 hours (during initial attack), fewer acres burned, lower severity fires and burn patterns. 
Ultimately, this would result in lower suppression costs and more effective use of public funds and 
firefighting resources. 

The proposed Orovada Fire Station intends to utilize a small parcel of public land within existing 
developed areas in Orovada. This proposed location is surrounded by cultivated fields and dispersed 
housing. Initial outreach shows the public largely supports a wildland fire station in proximity to 
resource values to include the nearby and adjacent Wildland-urban Interface and surrounding critical 
habitats to include LCT and greater sage grouse. Access to the proposed site would be via Kunkel Rd., 
a county maintained road. 

Proposed Action 
The BLM has proposed the construction of a new BLM fire station in Orovada, NY, and requests a 
right-of-way reservation for the construction of this station on public lands located within T.43N. , 
R.37E., MOM, section 34, NE Yt of the SE I~ within the county of Humboldt, Nevada (see location 
maps attached). The proposed action encompasses 5 acres within the 40 acre parcel in public 
ownership described above. The location would be adjacent Kunkel Lane in Orovada, NY. The BLM 
would obtain an encroachment permit to use Kunkel Lane, a county-maintained road within Humboldt 
County, to access the proposed fire station site. Humboldt County currently has a 30' easement from 
the BLM on the north end of Kunkle Lane along the BLM parcel. Approximately 3 acres would be 
needed to enclose a crew barracks, an office, covered or enclosed engine bays with shop area, and 
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associated infrastructure / utilities to include; tie in to existing municipal water supply, tie in to existing 
sewer lines, buried or overhead electrical and phone lines, concrete pads in front of shop and engine 
bays, concrete walkways, paved or graveled drive and parking, lighting, landscaping and perimeter 
fencing. An additional 2 acres would be reserved and fenced for future expansion of facilities if 
needed (ie. helipad, additional bays, etc). A steel tower (not to exceed 100') would be installed to 
support one or more radio antennas. 

The project implementation would likely be phased over 3 years. Heavy equipment would likely need 
to be used for site preparation. Construction would take place during any time of the year, weather 
permitting. The right-of-way reservation would encumber 5 acres and be issued in perpetuity pending 
any future administrative withdrawal of the site by the BLM. 

Currently Identified Mitigation Measures / Design Features 
In order to minimize any potential effects to resources, an isolated parcel surrounded by developed 
private land was chosen for the site. This accompanied by easy access to residential power, water and 
sewer was the basis for site location. A voidance would be the preferred method of mitigation of any 
cultural resources that may be discovered in the area as the 5 acre proposed location could be situated 
within the 40 ac parcel to provide for avoidance of any sites discovered. 

Cultural Resources: Respect for all cultural resources would be maintained. Any BLM personnel or 
contractors working on all aspects of the project would be informed about the need to protect cultural 
resources and the penalties involved in the collection or deliberate destruction of historic and 
prehistoric artifacts and features. Any cultural resource discovered on public or private lands that are 
part of the federal undertaking by any employee, contractor, sub-contractors or any person working on 
their behalf would be left in place and immediately reported to the BLM. In the case of human remains 
that might be inadvertently discovered in the process of conducting the proposed project, all 
appropriate Federal laws would be followed. If discovered human remains were encountered, 
construction near the location of the finds would be halted and consultation with Native American 
tribes in the area would be initiated. The contractor would suspend all operations in the immediate area 
of such discovery of human remains or cultural resources until written authorization to proceed were 
issued by the BLM. An evaluation of the discovery would be made by the BLM to determine 
appropriate actions to prevent the loss of significant cultural values. 

Invasive Species: All construction vehicles would be required to be fully washed, including the 
undercarriages, prior to entry into the project area to remove seeds of undesirable plants. The station 
site would be inspected on a regular basis for the presence of noxious weeds and/or invasive non
native species. Approved control and eradication methods would be used if any are found. 

Soils: Suitable topsoil removed in conjunction with clearing and stripping would be conserved in 
stockpiles at appropriate locations within the right-of-way reservation. Topsoil would be uniformly 
spread over unoccupied disturbed areas, particularly in areas of landscaping. Dust abatement 
techniques such as watering would be employed during construction. 

\Vildlife - Migratory Birds: Appropriate surveys would be conducted before ground-disturbing 
activities as appropriate. 
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Coordination and Comment 
As this project is purely in the conceptual and planning stages at this time, there is no sure timeline or 
guarantee on when the station would be built. Construction would be purely funding-dependent. 
However, it is important the BLM have a plan "on the shelf ' for when funding does become available. 
The WD intends to have the required NEPA completed this fiscal year to meet this need. Advanced 
planning, communication, collaboration and cooperation with stakeholders are paramount in this early 
stage of plannihg. 

The Winnemucca District Office (WOO) would like to receive your input and comments on this 
proposal by the close of business July 29,2013. Comments can be sent to the BLM WOO, referencing 
"Orovada Fire Station Proposal" (Attn: Donovan Walker) at the following address: 5100 E. 
Winnemucca Blvd. Winnemucca, NV 89445. Comments may also be received by FAX at 775-623
1503. 

Public comments submitted for this project, including names and addresses of commenters, will 
be available for public review at the WOO during regular business hours 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m ., 
Monday through Friday, except for federal holidays. Before including your address, phone number, e
mail address, or other personal identifying information in your comment, you should be aware that 
your entire comment - including your personal identifying information - may be made publicly 
available at any time. While you can ask us in your comment to withhold your personal identifying 
information from public review, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so. 

If you have any questions, you can contact Donovan Walker, Assistant Fire Management Officer for 
the WD and Project Lead for the Orovada Fire Station Project, at (775) 623-1526. 

Sincerely, 

MIKE R. FErriC 

Mike R. Fettic 
Fire Management Officer 

Enclosures 
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