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CHAPTER 6  CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION 

6.1 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SUMMARY 

6.1.1 Public Scoping Period and Meetings 
Prior to initiation of formal scoping, as a part of routine contacts, the BLM introduced the 
proposed Project to the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes and the Idaho Roadless Council on February 
20 and March 4, 2013, respectively. 

The public was provided a 30-day scoping period at the beginning of the EIS process to identify 
potential issues and concerns associated with the Proposed Action. The NOI for the EIS was 
published in the Federal Register on June 24, 2013. A copy of the NOI is included in the Public 
Scoping Summary Report, Smoky Canyon Mine, Panels F and G Mine Modification Project 
(JBR 2013a). A legal notice was published in local newspapers as follows: 

Star Valley Independent Afton, Wyoming  June 26, 2013 

Idaho State Journal  Pocatello, Idaho  June 27, 2013 

A news release was submitted to 28 television stations, radio stations, and newspapers on June 
24, 2013. The public mailing list was compiled and letters were sent to 81 interested individuals, 
agencies, and groups. Native American Consultation was also initiated during the scoping 
period, with a scoping letter sent certified mail to the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes on June 24, 
2013. 

Three open house-style public meetings were held as scheduled: 

 Wednesday, July 10, 2013  Afton Civic Center, Afton, Wyoming 

 Thursday, July 11, 2013  BLM Pocatello Field Office, Pocatello, Idaho 

 Friday, July 12, 2013   Shoshone-Bannock Hotel Event Center,  
Fort Hall, Idaho 

The open house meetings provided a Project description, maps of the Project, and a forum for 
exchange of information and ideas or concerns related to the Project. Comment forms were 
available at the meetings. Agency, Project proponent, and consultant representatives were 
present including: Diane Wheeler representing the USFS and BLM, Jeff Cundick of the BLM; 
and Brian Buck and Greg Brown of JBR Environmental Consultants. Diane Wheeler, Brian 
Buck, and Greg Brown attended all three meetings. Lori Hamann of Simplot attended the Afton 
and Pocatello meetings; Dennis Facer of Simplot attended the Pocatello meeting, and Ron Hager, 
Dustin Hansen, Scott Lusty, and Grant Williams of Simplot attended the Afton meeting.  

Scoping information was also provided on the BLM Land Use Planning and NEPA Register at 
https://www.blm.gov/epl-font-office/eplanning/nepa/nepa_register.do. Information was included 
on the CTNF Current and Recent Projects website at 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/projects/ctnf/landmanagement/projects and included in the FS Schedule 
of Proposed Actions for the CTNF. 
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Comments were requested to be received on or before July 26, 2013. Six comment letters, one 
telephone call, and one comment sheet were received by that date for the Project. Copies of all 
letters and forms are included in the Scoping Summary Report (JBR 2013a). 

Comments received in response to solicitations, including names and addresses of those who 
commented, are considered part of the public record on this Proposed Action and are available 
for public inspection. The mailing list for the Project was revised to add those persons who 
provided comments in response to scoping, requested to be on the mailing list, or signed a 
scoping meeting list. 

6.1.2 EIS Mailing List 
An EIS mailing list of interested persons was assembled from mailing lists maintained at the 
BLM Pocatello Field Office, USFS CTNF office, and the mailing list from the 2007 FEIS 
project. This list was supplemented by addresses of scoping participants, and other parties who 
contacted the Agencies. All parties and agencies on the mailing list were sent a postcard 
requesting that they complete and return the card indicating their preference for receiving a copy 
of the EIS and/or remaining on the mailing list. The mailing list for the EIS was adjusted 
accordingly. 

6.1.3 Distribution of DEIS 
A 45-day DEIS review period was initiated by publication of the Notice of Availability (NOA) 
for the DEIS in the Federal Register.  

The DEIS was distributed as follows: 

• An NOA was published in the Federal Register specifying dates for the comment period 
and the date, time, and location of the public comment meetings. 

• A news release was provided by the Agencies at the beginning of the 45-day comment 
period on the DEIS. Legal notices and news releases were submitted to the same news 
organizations as for the initial public scoping announcement. 

• The DEIS was distributed to interested parties identified in the updated EIS mailing list, 
as previously described, and made available via the BLM and CTNF websites.  

Public meetings will be held at the same locations as for the initial public scoping meetings to 
obtain comments on the DEIS and to answer questions that the public has regarding the Project 
or the EIS process. 

6.1.4 Final EIS Distribution 
The Final EIS distribution will be completed after consideration is given to comments received 
on the DEIS. A 45-day Final EIS review period will be initiated by publication of the NOA for 
the Final EIS in the Federal Register. The Final EIS will be released as follows: 

• The NOA will be published in the Federal Register. 
• Copies of the Final EIS will be sent to addresses on the updated mailing list and made 

available via the BLM and CTNF websites. 

Legal notices and news releases will be issued to the same media sources used for previous 
Project announcements. 



 

 

Smoky Canyon Mine, Panels F & G Lease and Mine Plan Modification Project  6-3 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement  April 2014 

6.1.5 Record of Decision 
The USFS will release a draft ROD for the SUAs concurrent with the 45-day review period for 
the Final EIS. The USFS will make recommendations to the BLM for the overall Project during 
that review period. The BLM ROD and final USFS ROD will be distributed to people and 
organizations identified in the updated EIS mailing list. A NOA will be published in the Federal 
Register.  

6.2 CRITERIA AND METHODS BY WHICH PUBLIC INPUT WILL BE 
EVALUATED 

Letters and oral comments received by the Agencies on the DEIS will be reviewed and evaluated 
by the Agencies to determine if information provided in the comments require a formal response 
or contains new data that may identify deficiencies in the EIS. Steps will be initiated to correct 
any such deficiencies and to incorporate information into the Final EIS. 

6.2.1 Consultation with Others 
The following state and federal agencies were consulted during preparation of the EIS: 

• Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 
• Idaho Department of Fish and Game 
• Idaho Department of Lands 
• Idaho Department of Water Resources 
• Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality 
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

The following Tribes were consulted: 

• Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, Fort Hall 

6.2.2 Consultation with Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 
The BLM and USFS requested that the IDEQ be a cooperating agency for this Project. IDEQ 
accepted this status and the BLM and USFS coordinated with the IDEQ during the preparation of 
the DEIS and in reviewing the information in the document. 

6.3 LIST OF PREPARERS AND REVIEWERS 
The BLM is the lead agency for this EIS, the USFS is a joint lead agency, and the IDEQ is a 
cooperating agency. A list of Agency interdisciplinary team members is provided in Table 6.3-1. 
JBR is the third party contractor selected to prepare the EIS on behalf of the Agencies. A list of 
JBR staff and their role in the EIS is provided in Table 6.3-2.   
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Table 6.3-1 Agency Interdisciplinary Team  Members/Specialists 

RESOURCE AGENCY TEAM MEMBER/SPECIALIST 

Project Lead, Geology USFS Diane Wheeler 

Minerals Branch Chief BLM Jeff Cundick 

Archaeology USFS Ali Abusaidi 

Botany USFS Rose Lehman 

District Ranger, Montpelier USFS Dennis Duehren 

District Ranger, Soda Springs USFS Jack Isaacs 

Engineering USFS Tom Brown 

Forest Planning USFS Doug Herzog 

Geohydrology/Geochemistry USFS Mary Kauffman 

Hydrology USFS Louis Wasniewski 

Range USFS Jane Rushane/Garth Nelson 

Recreation USFS Glen Lackey 

Inventoried Roadless Areas USFS Robert Mickelsen 

Soils USFS Kara Green 

Timber USFS Wayne Beck 

Wildlife/Fisheries USFS Devon Green 

Senior Regional Engineer IDEQ Wayne Crowther 

 

  



 

 

Smoky Canyon Mine, Panels F & G Lease and Mine Plan Modification Project  6-5 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement  April 2014 

Table 6.3-2 Third Party Contractor – JBR Environmental Consultants 

ROLE/RESOURCE STAFF EXPERIENCE 

EIS Preparation 
Project Manager 
Soils, Vegetation, Wetlands, 
Fisheries and Aquatics 

Greg Brown 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

BS Natural Resource Management 
20 Years Experience 

Assistant Project Manager 
Groundwater 
Geology, Minerals, Topography  
and Paleontology 

Brian Buck 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

MS Geological Engineering 
BS Geology 
36 Years Experience 

Project Coordination  
Document Control  
Grazing Resources 
Recreation and Land Use 
IRAs 
Visual Resources 
Socioeconomics 
Environmental Justice 

Schelle Davis 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

BA Environmental Studies 
9 Years Experience 

Water Resources Karla Knoop 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

BS Watershed Sciences 
26 Years Experience 

Wildlife Resources, including 
BA/BE and baseline studies/report 

Laura Arneson 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
 
Eric Holt 
St. George, Utah 

MS Biology 
BS Biology 
12 Years Experience 
 
MS Wildlife Management 
BS Wildlife Resources 
24 Years Experience 

Cultural Resources and 
Paleontology 
 

Cultural Resource Baseline 
Inventory Report 

Jenni Prince-Mahoney 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 

Sagebrush Consultants 
(Subcontractor) 
Ogden, Utah 

BA Anthropology 
MC NEPA 
19 Years Experience 

Air Quality Eric Clark 
Boise, Idaho 

MS Civil Engineering  
BS Environmental Science 
9 Years Experience 

Soils Robert Long (Subcontractor) 
Morgan, Utah 

Certified Professional Soil Scientist 
MS Soils and Biometerology 
BS Soils and Biometerology 
38 Years Experience 

GIS/Drafter Connie Pixton 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

40 Years Experience 
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6.4 MAILING LIST 
The Project mailing list is divided into federal agencies, state agencies, and others. This list was 
compiled through agency maintained lists, the previous Simplot Smoky Canyon Mine Project 
Panels F and G mailing list, and the scoping process. 

Federal 
Reagen Bebout 
Senator Michael B. Enzi, Field Rep. 
P.O. Box 12470 
Jackson, WY 83002 
 
Senator Mike Crapo 
United States Senator 
275 South 5th Avenue, Suite 225 
Pocatello, ID 83201 
 
Jeff Cundick 
BLM Pocatello Field Office 
4350 Cliffs Drive 
Pocatello, ID 83204-2105 
 
Jeremy Field 
Office of US Senator James E. Risch 
275 South 5th Avenue, #290 
Pocatello, ID 83201 
 
Sandi Fisher 
US Fish & Wildlife Service  
Eastern Idaho Field Office 
4425 Burley Drive, Suite A 
Chubbuck, ID 83202 
 
James Joyner 
Army Corps of Engineers 
900 North Skyline Drive, Suite A 
Idaho Falls, ID 83402 
 
Larry Mickelsen 
USDA NRCS 
390 East Hooper Avenue 
Soda Springs, ID 83276 
 
US EPA Region 8, EPR-N 
1595 Wynkoop Street 
Denver, CO 80202-1129 
 

 

US EPA Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98101 

State 
Gary Billman 
Idaho State Department of Agriculture 
3563 Ririe Highway 
Idaho Falls, ID 83401 
 
Jeff Cook 
Idaho Department of Parks & Recreation 
P.O. Box 83720 
Boise, ID 83720-0065 
 
Dennis Dunn 
C/O IDWR 
900 North Skyline Drive, Suite A 
Idaho Falls, ID 83402 
 
Tim Fuchs 
Wyoming Game & Fish 
P.O. Box 67  
Jackson, WY 83001 
 
Ron Kay 
Idaho State Department of Agriculture 
2270 Old Penitentiary Rd. 
P.O. Box 7249 
Boise, ID 83707 
 
Jim Mende - ESB 
S E Region, Idaho Fish & Game 
1345 Barton Road 
Pocatello, ID 83204 
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Mike Rowe 
IDEQ   
400 Hospital Way, Suite 333 
Pocatello, ID 83201 
 
Idaho Department of Lands  
Eastern Idaho Supervisory Area 
3563 Ririe Hwy 
Idaho Falls, ID 83401 
 
IDEQ Pocatello Regional Office 
444 Hospital Way #300 
Pocatello, ID 83201 

Local 
Caribou County Commissioners 
159 South Main Street 
Soda Springs, ID 83276 
 
Georgetown City Council Members 
P.O. Box 99 
Georgetown, ID 83239 
 
Kirk Hansen 
Mayor of Soda Springs 
9 West 2nd South 
Soda Springs, ID 83276 
 
Lincoln County Commissioners 
925 Sage Avenue, Suite 302 
Kemmerer, WY  83101 
 
Power County Commissioners 
543 Bannock 
American Falls, ID 83211 
 
Rauhn Panting 
Oneida County Commissioner 
30 North 100 West 
Malad, ID 83252 
 
Jonathan Teichert 
Lincoln County Wyoming 
Planning & Development 
520 Topaz Street, Suite 109 
Kemmerer, WY 83101 

Tribal Agencies 
Walker Jason 
Northwest Band of the Shoshone Nation 
Pocatello Tribal Office  
505 Pershing Ave Suite 200 
Pocatello, ID 83201 

Media 
Rosa Moosman 
The News-Examiner 
P.O. Box 278 
Montpelier, ID 83254 
 
Mark Steele 
Caribou County Sun 
P.O. Box 815 
Soda Springs, ID 83276 

Organizations 
Greg Brown 
JBR Environmental Consultants, Inc. 
8160 S. Highland Dr 
Sandy, UT 84093 
 
Brian Buck 
JBR Environmental Consultants, Inc. 
8160 S. Highland Dr 
Sandy, UT 84093 
 
Jim Cagle 
Agrium 
3010 Conda Road 
Soda Springs, ID 83276 
 
Lane Clezie 
Alternative Vice President Sci 
13542 West Trail Creek Road 
Pocatello, ID 83204-7014 
 
Neal Curry 
C2C Holdings Inc. 
933 South 3rd West 
Grace, ID 83241 
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Alicia Dredge 
Jouglard Sheep Company 
P.O. Box 245 
Rupert, ID 83350 
 
Rob Erickson 
Dry Creek Lumber 
3497 Dry Creek Road 
Afton, WY 83110 
 
Jennifer Fairbrother 
FSEEE 
P.O. Box 11615 
Eugene, OR 97440 
 
Helen Folger 
Osprey Ranch LLC 
10512 Samaga Drive 
Oakton, VA 22124 
 
Ron Hager 
J.R. Simplot Company 
1890 Smoky Canyon Road 
P. O. Box 1270 
Afton, WY 83110 
 
Dustin Hansen 
J.R. Simplot Company 
1890 Smoky Canyon Road 
P. O. Box 1270 
Afton, WY 83110 
 
Dale Harris 
Co-Chair, RACNAC 
1434 Jackson Street 
Missoula, MT 59802 
 
Marv Hoyt 
Greater Yellowstone Coalition 
162 North Woodruff Avenue 
Idaho Falls, ID 83401-4335 
 
Tate Jarry 
Live Water Properties 
P.O. Box 9240 
Jackson, WY 83002 

Scott Lusty 
J.R. Simplot Company 
1890 Smoky Canyon Road 
P. O. Box 1270 
Afton, WY 83110 
 
Dani Mazzotta 
Idaho Conservation League 
P. O. Box 2671 
Ketchum, ID 83340 
 
Lori  McNamara 
North Wind, Inc. 
1425 Higham 
Idaho Falls, ID 83402 
 
John Robison, Public Land Director 
Idaho Conservation League 
P. O. Box 844 
Boise, ID 83701 
 
Edward J. Minhondo, Trust 
2263 South 750 East 
Bountiful, UT 84010 
 
Brad Smith 
Idaho Conservation League 
P.O. Box 844 
Boise, ID 83702 
 
Kevin Toner 
Aristeria Capital LLC 
136 Madison Avenue, 3rd Floor 
New York, NY 10016 
 
Randy Vranes 
Monsanto 
P.O. 816 
Soda Springs, ID 83276-0816 
 
Dickson L. Whitney Sr. 
Osprey Ranch LLC 
P.O. Box 1427 
Afton, WY 83110 
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Grant Williams 
J.R. Simplot Company 
1890 Smoky Canyon Road 
P. O. Box 1270 
Afton, WY 83110 
 
Gary Wilcox 
Wilcox Logging, Inc. 
9169 400 West 
Rexburg, ID 83440 
 
Matt Woodard 
Trout Unlimited 
151 North Ridge Avenue, Suite 120 
Idaho Falls, ID 83402 
 
Osprey Ranch LLC 
2910 Harvard Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44105 
 
Peart Land & Development, LLC 
P.O. Box 128 
Randolph, UT 84064 
 
Western Watersheds Project - Idaho Office 
Box 1770 
Hailey, ID 83333 

Individuals 
Laurence Beller 
P.O. Box 160 
Swan Valley, ID 83449-0160 
 
Keith Bitton 
397 Fish Hatchery Road 
Grace, ID 83241 
 
John Cunningham 
P.O. Box 1684 
Afton, WY 83110 
 
Tucker Dahlke 
P.O. Box 433 
Inkom, ID 83245 
 
 

Dr. Warren J. Davis 
1740 Lance Drive 
Pocatello, ID 83204 
 
Steve DeMott 
160 Tabor Avenue 
Idaho Falls, ID 83401 
 
Gregg Drameu 
P.O. Box 88  
2303 Smoky Canyon Road 
Auburn, WY 83111 
 
Robert Eliason 
524 Stansbury 
Pocatello, ID 83201 
 
Ron & Linda Facer 
P.O. Box 281 
Grace, ID 83241 
 
Kym Ferguson 
15533 East Ririe Hwy 
Ririe, ID 83443 
 
Alan Haslam 
10955 Paintbrush Lane 
Pocatello, WY 83202 
 
La Dell Heiner 
718 Stateline Road 
Freedom, WY 83120 
 
Jeff Jones 
4350 Cliffs Drive 
Pocatello, ID 83204 
 
Gary L. Miller 
5621 Highway 34 
Wayan, ID 83285-5105 
 
Fred & Dianne Nate 
537 Washington Street 
Montpelier, ID 83254 
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Wally Noe 
4016 Nora 
Pocatello, ID 83204-2020 
 
Ron Owens 
P.O. Box 114 
Soda Springs, ID 83276 
 
Tim Palmer 
358 West 1135 
Idaho Falls, ID 83404 
 
Mike Panting 
271 So. 2nd West 
Soda Springs, ID 83276 
 
Pete Riede 
P.O. Box 220 
Afton, WY 83110-0220 
 
Craig Shuler 
255 West 4th South 
Soda Springs, ID 83276 
 
David C. & Aneta Smith 
4732 Highway 34 
Wayan, ID 83285 
 
Brent Stewart 
P.O. Box 917 
Afton, WY 83110 
 
Katie Strong 
1427 M ST 
Anchorage, AK 99501-4958 
 
John R. Stucki 
325 Algonquin Drive 
Ballwin, MO 63011 
 

John R. Stucki 
P.O. Box 278 
Paris, ID 83261 
 
Jack Sturm 
541 East 1st North 
Soda Springs, ID 83276 
 
Jeff Sweeney 
3055 Ross Ave 
Idaho Falls, ID 83406 
 
Shawn Sweeney 
3642 East Ivory Circle 
Idaho Falls, ID 83401 
 
Coby & Linda Tigert 
2037 Sandy Lane 
Pocatello, ID 83204-4720 
 
Christine Waite 
444 Hospital Way, #300 
Pocatello, ID 83201 
 
Dickson L. Whitney Jr. 
669 Chargin River Road 
Gates Mills, OH 44040 
 
Lin Whitworth 
P.O. Box 183 
Inkom, ID 83245 
 
Bill R. & Elizabeth A. Williams 
2677 Comanche Circle 
Salt Lake City, UT 84108 
 
Deb Wolfly 
P.O. Box 10 
Fairview, WY 83119 
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