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Abstract: This EIS assesses the environmental consequences of managing seven
Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) as wilderness or nonwilderness, and of managing
a portion of one WSA as wilderness. The alternatives assessed in this EIS
include: (1) a No Wilderness Alternative for each WSA, (2) an All Wilderness
Alternative for each WSA, and (3) a Partial Wilderness Alternative for the
Gooding City of Rocks East WSA. The seven WSAs are listed below with an
identification number, acreage, and BLM's proposed action for each WSA.

WSA Name ! Number | Acreage | Proposed Action
Friedman Creek ID-53-5 9,773 All 9,773 acres Nonsuitable
Little City of Rocks ID-54-5 5,875 All 5,875 acres Nonsuitable
Black Canyon ID-54-6 10,371 All 10,371 acres Nonsuitable
Gooding City of

Rocks East ID-54-8a 14,743 13,063 acres Suitable

1,680 acres Nonsuitable
Gooding City of

Rocks West ID-54-8b 6,287 All 6,287 acres Suitable
Deer Creek ID-54-10 7,487 All 7,487 acres Nonsuitable
Lava ID-56-2 23,680 All 23,680 acres Nonsuitable
For further information contact: Charles J. Haszier, District Manager

Bureau of Land Management
Shoshone District Office
P. 0. Box 2B

Shoshone, ID 83352
Telephone (208) 886-2206




SUMMARY

The purpose of this Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is to determine

System (NWPS). This EIS assesses the environmental consequences of managing
seven WSAs as wilderness or nonwilderness, and of managing a portion of one
WSA as wilderness.

The seven WSAs being studied are covered by three different Management
Framework Plans (MFPs); Sun Valley, Timmerman Hills, and Bennett Hills. The
study areas are listed in Table S-1 below.

TABLE S-1

LIST OF WILDERNESS STUDY AREAS

| | | |  Management
WSA Name | Number | Acreage | County | _Framework Plan
Friedman Creek ID-53-5 9,773 Blaine, Butte, Sun Valley
Custer
Little City of Rocks ID-54-5 5,875 Gooding Bennett Hills
Black Canyon ID-54-6 10,371 Gooding Bennett Hills
Gooding City of
Rocks East 1/ ID-54-8a 14,743 Gooding Bennett Hills
Gooding City of
Rocks West 1/ ID-54-8b 6,287 Gooding Bennett Hills
Deer Creek ID-54-10 7,487 Camas, Gooding Bennett Hills
Lava ID-56-2 23,680 Lincoln Timmerman Hills

1/ The names of these WSAs have been changed. Gooding City of Rocks (ID-54-8a)
is now Gooding City of Rocks East. Gooding City of Rocks (ID-54-8b) is now
Gooding City of Rocks West. The WSAs' numbers did not change.

Areas Dropped From Further Consideration For Wilderness Designation

On December 30, 1982, Secretary of Interior James Watt published a
Secretarial Order in the Federal Register deleting from wilderness study all
areas identified through Section 603 of FLPMA that contain less than 5,000
acres of contiguous public lands (except islands and instant study areas).
This decision affected two WSAs that were addressed in the Shoshone/Sun Valley
Draft Plan Amendment/EIS. The Little Wood River WSA (ID-53-4), 4,385 acres;
and the Black Butte WSA (ID-54-2), 4,002 acres; were dropped from further
consideration for wilderness designation. On April 18, 1985, a U.S. District
Court Decision was issued vacating the Secretarial Order. Wilderness study of
the Little Wood River and Black Butte WSAs is currently deferred pending
interpretation of the court decision.




Issues

The scoping process for the Shoshone/Sun Valley Plan Améndment/EIS
encompassed issues identified by the BLM staff, by the public during formal
scoping comment periods (in April 1981 and April 1982), at a public meeting
held in Gooding (in May 1982), and from comments on the draft EIS by the
public and by Federal, State and local agencies. The environmental issues
identified for analysis in this EIS follow.

1.

Impacts on Wilderness Values. The wilderness values of naturalness,
opportunities for solitude, opportunities for primitive recreation,
and various special features of the WSA could benefit from wilderness
designation. The same values may be adversely affected by uses and
actions that would occur should the WSAs not be designated wilderness.
The significance of these beneficial or adverse impacts is an issue

for analysis in the EIS.

TImpacts on Recreational Off Road Vvehicle Use. Wilderness designation
would eliminate the use of recreational off-road vehicles (ORVs) in

the WSAs. Eliminating this use could affect the availability of oppor-
tunities for ORV recreation and shift ORV uses currently occurring in
the WSAs to adjacent lands. The impact of wilderness designation on
recreational ORV use in the viecinity of the WSAs is an issue for
analysis in the EIS.

Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources. Wilderness designation
could affect the development of potential and known mineral resources
by withdrawing designated lands from mineral entry. Development of
existing mineral resources within designated wilderness areas could be
affected by wilderness management restrictions. The impact of wilder-
ness designation on the development of potential and known mineral
resources is an issue for analysis in the EIS.

Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance and Construction. Wilderness
designation could affect livestock operations by precluding some
planned range development projects necessary for utilization of forage
at planned levels. The impact of wilderness designation on the

maintenance and construction of grazing and range management projects
in the WSAs is an issue for analysis in the EIS.

The following issues were identified in scoping but were not selected for
detailed analysis in this EIS. The reasons for setting each of the issues
aside are discussed below.

1.

Impact of wilderness designation on predator control. Wilderness
designation could inhibit efforts to control predator populations.
Unchecked, predator populations could cause loss of livestock making
livestock operations less profitable. This issue was not analyzed in
detail because the BLM's wilderness management policy provides for
predator control within designated wilderness areas.

Impact of wilderness designation on reintroduction of bighorn sheep.
The Idaho Department of Fish and Game has noted that bighorn sheep
could be reintroduced in some of the WSAs. The reintroduction of
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bighorn sheep, if it occurs, would be independent of the designation
of any of the WSAs as wilderness. Since the wilderness management
policy provides guidelines for reintroduction of native wildlife
species and potential reintroduction efforts are speculative, this
issue was not selected for analysis in the EIS.

Impact of wilderness designation on visitor safety. Wilderness desig-
nation could encourage recreationists to use areas they otherwise
wouldn't use because the areas are labeled as wilderness. This could
result in inexperienced recreationists being exposed to hazards (ie.
rattlesnakes) they are not experienced in handling. This issue was
not analyzed because increase in recreation use due to wilderness
designation would be negligible. 1In addition, hazards associated with
recreation use on the WSAs would not be affected by wilderness desig-
nation. The hazards would be the same regardless of the area's status.

Economic impact on livestock operations. Concerns were raised that
livestock operators could be required to modify their operations within
designated wilderness areas in a manner that would have significant
adverse economic impacts on their business. This issue was considered
but dropped from detailed analysis because the BLM's wilderness manage-
ment policy provides for the continued use of wilderness areas for
livestock operations at historic levels.

Although the management practices of livestock operators in the seven
WSAs would be more closely regulated, they would continue as they did
prior to wilderness designation subject to reasonable controls. The
impact of wilderness designation on livestock operations as a result
of curtailment of planned range developments is considered in issue 4
above.

Impact on Air Quality Classification. Concerns were raised regarding
the interaction between wilderness designation and air quality classi-
fication. The wilderness management policy states that BLM will manage
all wilderness areas to comply with the existing air quality classifi-—
cation for that specific area, so wilderness designation or nondesig-
nation would not cause the air quality classification to change.
Therefore, this issue was dropped from further analysis in the EIS.

Impact on Cultural Resources. Inventories and consultation with the
State Historic Preservation Officer during scoping determined that no
cultural sites that would be eligible for nomination for listing on
the National Register of Historic Places are known to exist within any
of the WSAs. The cultural sites that do exist in the areas are lithic
scatters and petroglyphs which would be protected with or without
wilderness designation. Since the significance of the cultural sites
within the WSAs is low, the issue of impact to cultural resources from
wilderness designation was dropped from further analysis.

Impact on Water Quality. The issue of how water quality would be
affected by wilderness designation or nondesignation in each of the
WSAs was identified by the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare.
This issue was not considered in the EIS because the primary influence
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10.

11.

12.

on water quality in these WSAs, livestock use, would not vary suffi-
ciently with or without wilderness designation to affect water quality
in any of the WSAs. Other existing or potential activities, such as
logging and mineral development, are absent or affect such a small
area that their influence on water quality would be negligible.

Impacts on Endangered Species. Wildlife and vegetation inventories
and consultation with the U. S. Fish and Wwildlife service did not
jdentify any threatened or endangered species in the WSAs. Therefore,
this issue was dropped from further consideration.

Impacts on State and Private Tnholdings. The impact of wilderness
designation or nondesignation on State or private land inholdings in
WSAs was identified as an issue in comments on the Draft EIS. This
issue was dropped from further consideration because the uses on these
lands would not change as a result of designation or nondesignation.
An additional consideration in dropping this issue is the intention of
the BLM, at the request of the State of Idaho, to exchange for State
land inholdings in designated BLM wilderness areas. Similar voluntary
exchanges would be attempted for private land inholdings in the
Friedman Creek WSA if the area is designated as wilderness.

Impacts on Wildlife. Many comments on the draft EIS expressed a
general concern for wildlife without identifying specific issues
associated with wildlife (other than those identified above in 1, 2,
and 8). An issue dealing with wildlife in general was considered but
not ineluded in this EIS because.no specific impacts on populations or
the habitat of any specific species were identified. Based on the
projections of development in the seven WSAs, little or no change in
wildlife populations or habitat is anticipated with wilderness desig-
nation or nondesignation.

Impact of Wilderness Designation on Development of Diatomite. Wilder-
ness designation would withdraw designated lands from mineral entry.
Development of diatomite deposits within Gooding City of Rocks East
and Gooding City of Rocks West WSAs could be impacted by wilderness
management restrictions. This issue was not analyzed as a separate
issue because the possibilities for diatomite development are low.

The impact on development of mineral resources, including diatomite
where appropriate, is issue number 3.

Impact on Diversity Within the National Wilderness Preservation System.
The issue of how wilderness designation would impact ecologic diversity
within the NWPS was not analyzed as an issue. Since all potential
natural vegetation types within the WSAs are currently represented in
the NWPS, designation of these WSAs as wilderness would not expand
ecologic diversity of the system.

The following issue is not an environmental issue, but is a program concern
that was frequently identified as an issue during scoping.

The WSAs being studied are not what Congress intended to be included in

the National Wilderness Preservation System. Some or all of the areas

being studied for wilderness designation may not be the kind of area
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Congress intended to have considered for wilderness. This issue was
dropped since it was determined in the inventory stage of the BLM's
wilderness review process that all the WSAs being studied meet the minimum
standards for wilderness identified by the Congress in the Wilderness Act
of 1964 and FLPMA of 1976.

Alternatives and Conclusions

The alternatives assessed in this EIS include: (1) a No Wilderness
Alternative for each WSA, (2) an All Wilderness Alternative for each WSA, and
(3) a Partial Wilderness Alternative for the Gooding City of Rocks East WSA.

Friedman Creek WSA (ID-53-5)

Proposed Action (No Wilderness Alternative). All 9,773 acres of public
land in the Friedman Creek WSA would be recommended as nonsuitable for wilder-
ness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the development of
mineral resources and the resulting impacts on wilderness values in the long
term.

Conclusions. The Friedman GCreek WSA's wilderness values of size, natural-
ness, and outstanding opportunities for solitude would be lost. Mine
access roads would most likely protrude into the WSA from the western
boundary and, because of the area's size and boundary configuration, the
area would be divided into three parcels of approximately 3,200 acres each.
Sights and sounds from traffic and construction related to mineral develop-
ment would cause the WSA to appear unnatural to the average visitor and
lower the quality of solitude in the WSA's major drainages.

Although the area would be more accessible, recreational ORV use would
remain below 1000 visitor days annually. There would be no significant
impact on recreational ORV use.

Potential mineral resources would be available for development. This in-
cludes high favorability for metallic minerals and moderate favorability
for oil and gas and barite. There would be no impact on development of
mineral resources in the Friedman Creek WSA.

There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance or construction
in the Friedman Creek WSA.

All Wilderness Alternative. All 9,773 acres of public land in the Friedman
Creek WSA would be recommended as suitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the mineral withdrawal
and ORV closure in designated wilderness, the resulting effects on mineral
development and recreational ORV use, and the protection of wilderness values,

Conclusions. All wilderness values would receive long-term Congressional
protection. Wilderness values would be slightly enhanced on all 9,773
acres of the Friedman Creek WSA because of the elimination of ORV use.




Recreational ORV use of 100 visitor days would be forgone annually. The
impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be negligible.

Development of potential mineral resources would be forgone. This in-
cludes high favorability for metallic minerals and moderate favorability

for oil and gas and barite.

There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance or construction.

Little City of Rocks WSA (ID-54-5)

Proposed Action (No Wilderness Alternative). All 5,875 acres of public
land in the Little City of Rocks WSA would be recommended as nonsuitable for
wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the effects of
recreational ORV use on wilderness values.

Conclusions. The WSA's naturalness would be lost in areas of concentrated

ORV use. Recreational ORV use would also reduce opportunities for soli-
tude. Recreational ORV use levels are approximately 1,500 visitor days
annually. Over the next ten years, ORV use would reach 2,500 annually.

There would be no impact to recreational ORV use.

Potential mineral resources would be available for development. This in-

cludes moderate to high potential for low temperature geothermal resources.

There would be no impact on development of mineral resources.

There would be no impacts on grazing facility maintenance and construction.

All Wilderness Alternative. All 5,875 acres of public land in the Little
City of Rocks WSA would be recommended as suitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the protection of
wilderness values through wilderness designation.

Conclusions. All wilderness values would receive long-term Congressional
protection. All wilderness value would be maintained on all 5,875 acres
of the WSA. Since ORV use would be eliminated, naturalness and oppor-
tunities for solitude would improve slightly.

Recreational ORV use of 1,500 visitor days would be forgone annually.
Impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be negligible.

Development of potential mineral resources would be forgone. This includes

moderate to high potential for low temperature geothermal resources.

There would be no impacts on grazing facility maintenance and construction.
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Black Canyon WSA (ID-54-6)

Proposed Action (No Wilderness Alternative). All 10,371 acres of public
land in the Black Canyon WSA would be recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness
designation.

There are no significant impacts associated with this alternative.

Conclusions. 1In the long term, additional range developments (one
reservoir less than one-third acre) would reduce naturalness slightly in
the western portion of the WSA. The naturalness of the remainder of the
WSA would be retained.

There would be no impact on recreational ORV use.

Potential mineral resources would be available for development. This in-
cludes moderate to high potential for low temperature geothermal resources
and low to moderate potential for high temperature geothermal resources.
There would be no impact on development of mineral resources.

There would be no impacts on grazing facility maintenance and construction.

All Wilderness Alternative. All 10,371 acres of public land in the Black
Canyon WSA would be recommended as suitable for wilderness designation.

This alternative would result in a slight improvement in the WSA's apparent
naturalness and opportunities for solitude.

Conclusions. All wilderness values would receive long-term Congressional
protection. All wilderness values would be maintained on all 10,371 acres
of the WSA. Naturalness would be reduced slightly by an additional
reservoir. Since ORV use would be eliminated and two cherrystem roads
would be closed to recreational ORV use, there would be a slight improve-
ment in the area's naturalness and opportunities for solitude.

Recreational ORV use of 200 visitor days would be forgone annually.
Impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be negligible.

Development of potential mineral resources would be forgone. This in-
cludes moderate to high potential for low temperature geothermal resources
and low to moderate potential for high temperature geothermal resources.

There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance and construction.

Gooding City of Rocks East WSA (ID-54-8a)

Proposed Action-(Partial Wilderness Alternative). A portion of the Gooding
City of Rocks East WSA, with 13,063 acres, would be recommended as suitable
for wilderness designation. The remaining 1,680 acres, located along the
northern boundary of the WSA, would be recommended as nonsuitable for wilder-
ness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the protection of
wilderness values through wilderness designation and the resulting increases
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in naturalness and opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined
recreation.

Conclusions. The 13,063 acres designated as wilderness would receive long-
term Congressional protection. On the 13,063 acres designated wilderness,
all wilderness values would be maintained. The area's naturalness and
opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation and solitude would
improve slightly because of the elimination of approximately 150 visitor
days of recreational ORV use. The area's most spectacular scenery,
naturalness, and opportunities for primitive recreation and solitude would
be retained. On the 1,680 acres not designated wilderness, there would be
a slight reduction of naturalness and opportunities for solitude because

of continued recreational ORV use.

Recreational ORV use would be forgone on the 13,063 acres designated wil-
derness and 150 visitor days would be forgone annually. The impacts of
shifting this use to other public lands would be negligible. On the 1,680
acres of the WSA not designated wilderness, recreational ORV use would
continue to increase, but would not exceed 100 visitor days annually for
the foreseeable future.

Development of potential mineral resources would be forgone on 13,063
acres. This includes an estimated six million tons of diatomite (1.5
percent of the total reserve within five miles of the WSA). Moderate to
high potential for low temperature geothermal resources and low to moderate
potential for high temperature geothermal resources also exists in the
area. Potential mineral resources on 1,680 acres would be available for
mineral development.

There would be no impact to grazing facility maintenance and construction.
All Wilderness Alternative. All 14,743 acres of public land in the Gooding

City of Rocks East WSA would be recommended as suitable for wilderness desig-
nation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the protection of
wilderness values through wilderness designation and the resulting increases
in naturalness and opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined
recreation and the withdrawal of mineral resources.

Conclusions. All wilderness values would receive long-term Congressional
protection. On 13,063 acres of the WSA, there would be a slight improve-
ment of the area's naturalness and opportunities for primitive and uncon-
fined recreation and solitude because of the elimination of approximately
150 visitor days of recreational ORV use. There would be a slight
decrease in the area's naturalness and opportunities for solitude on 1,680
acres of the WSA because of maintenance of the concentration of grazing
facilities in the area. ‘

Recreational ORV use would be forgone on the 14,743 acres designated
wilderness and 150 visitor days would be forgone annually.

Development of potential mineral resources would be forgone. This in-
cludes an estimated six million tons of diatomite (1.5 percent of the total
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reserve within five miles of the WSA), moderate to low potential for low
temperature geothermal resources, and low to moderate potential for high
temperature geothermal resources.

There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance and construction.
No Wilderness Alternative. All 14,743 acres of the public land in the

Gooding City of Rocks East WSA would be recommended as nonsuitable for wilder—
ness designation. ’

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to ORV use and the re—
sulting reduction in naturalness and opportunities for solitude and primitive
and unconfined recreation.

Conclusions. On the 14,743 acres of the WSA there would be a slight re-
duction of the area's naturalness and opportunities for solitude because
of the continued and inecreasing recreational ORV use. On 1,680 acres of
the WSA (approximately 11 percent in the northern portion), there would be
a moderate reduction of the area's naturalness and opportunities for soli-
tude because of the concentration of maintenance activity in the area.

There would be no impact to recreational ORV use.

Potential mineral resources would be available for development. This in-
cludes moderate to high potential for low temperature geothermal resources,
low to moderate potential for high temperature geothermal resources, and
an estimated six million tons of diatomite (1.5 percent of the total re-
serve within five miles of the WSA). There would be no impact on develop-
ment of mineral resources.

There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance and construction.

Gooding City of Rocks West WSA (ID-54-8b)

Proposed Action (All Wilderness Alternative). All 6,287 acres of public
land in the Gooding City of Rocks West WSA would be recommended as suitable
for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the protection of
wilderness values through wilderness designation and the resulting effects on
naturalness and opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined
recreation and the withdrawal of mineral resources.

Conclusions. All wilderness values would receive long-term Congressional
protection. Wilderness values would be maintained on all 6,287 acres of
the Gooding City of Rocks West WSA. The area's naturalness and opportun-
ities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation would improve
because of the elimination of ORV use and the acquisition of the State
land inholding.

Recreational ORV use of 50 vigitor days would be forgone on the 6,287
acres designated wilderness. Impacts resulting from this use shifting to
other public lands would be negligible.
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Development of potential mineral resources would be forgone. This in-
cludes an estimated 34 million tons of diatomite (8.5 percent of the total
reserve within five miles of the WSA) and moderate to high potential for
low temperature geothermal resources.

There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance and construction.
No Wilderness Alternative. All 6,287 acres of public land in the Gooding

City of Rocks West WSA would be recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness
designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to non-wilderness uses
and the resulting reduction in naturalness and opportunities for solitude and
primitive and unconfined recreation.

Conclusions. On the 6,287 acres of the WSA there would be a reduction of
naturalness and opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined
recreation because of the continued and increasing recreational ORV use.

There would be no impact on recreational ORV use.

Potential mineral resources would be available for development. This in-
cludes an estimated 34 million tons of diatomite (8.5 percent of the total
deposit within five miles of the WSA) and moderate to high potential for
low temperature geothermal resources. There would be no impact on develop-
ment of mineral resources.

There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance and construction.

Deer Creek WSA (ID-54-10)

Proposed Action (No Wilderness Alternative). All 7,487 acres of the public
land in the Deer Creek WSA would be recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness
designation.

There are no significant impacts associated with this alternative.

Conclusions. Deer Creek's naturalness and opportunities for solitude would
be reduced slightly because of range developments and continued ORV use.
Range developments include one reservoir less than one-third acre, two
miles of gap fencing, and 750 acres of brush control through the use of
spraying or prescribed burning.

There would be no impact on recreational ORV use.

Potential mineral resources would be available for development. This
includes moderate potential for low temperature geothermal resources and
diatomite. There would be no impact on development of mineral resources.

There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance and construction.
All Wilderness Alternative. All 7,487 acres of public land in the Deer
Creek WSA would be recommended as suitable for wilderness designation.




There are no significant impacts associated with this alternative.

Conclusions. All wilderness values would receive long-term Congressional
protection. Naturalness and opportunities for solitude would improve
slightly because of the elimination of ORV use and acquisition of the
State land inholding. Naturalness and opportunities for solitude would be
reduced slightly by range management actions.

Recreational ORV use of 100 visitor days would be forgone annually. The
impact of shifting this use to other public lands would be negligible.

Development of potential mineral resources would be forgone. This
includes moderate potential for low temperature geothermal resources and

diatomite.

There would be no impact on grazing -facility maintenance and construction.

Lava WSA (ID-56-2)

Proposed Action (No Wilderness Alternative). All 23,680 acres of public

land in the Lava WSA would be recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness desig-
nation.

and

WSA

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the range developments
ORV use and the resulting impacts on wilderness values in the long term.

Conclusions. The area's naturalness would be reduced by new range devel-
opments and brush control. WNaturalness and opportunities for solitude
would be reduced slightly by continued ORV use. New range developments
include one mile of pipeline reconstruction, one mile of new pipeline and
a trough and 2,200 acres of brush control and seeding along dry washes.

There would be no impact on recreational ORV use.

Potential mineral resources would be available for development. This
includes low to moderate favorability for low temperature geothermal
resources. There would be no impact on development of mineral resources.

There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance and construction.

All Wilderness Alternative. All 23,680 acres of public land in the Lava
would be recommended as suitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the restrictions on

reseeding and the resulting reduction in AUMs.

Conclusions. All wilderness values would receive long-term Congressional
protection. Range developments and maintenance would reduce the area's
naturalness and opportunities for solitude slightly. Elimination of ORV
use and acquisition of the State land inholding would improve the area's
naturalness and opportunities for solitude.
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Recreational ORV use of 100 visitor days would be forgone annually. The
impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be negligible.

Development of potential mineral resources would be forgone. This in-
cludes low to moderate potential for low temperature geothermal resources.

There would be no seeding on 2,200 acres of brush control. Because there

would be no seeding, a reduction of 569 animal unit months (AUMs) would
occur.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION AND PLANNING PROCESS

PURPOSE AND NEED

The purpose of this Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is to determine
the suitability or nonsuitability of seven Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in
the Shoshone District for inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation
System (NWPS). This EIS assesses the environmental consequences of managing
seven WSAs as wilderness or nonwilderness, and of managing a portion of one
WSA as wilderness.

The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA) directs the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to manage the public lands and their resources
under the principles of multiple use and sustained yield. Section 603 of FLPMA
requires a wilderness review of BLM roadless areas of 5,000 or more acres and
roadless islands. The BLM inventory process identified WSAs which have the
mandatory wilderness characteristics of size, naturalness, and opportunities
for solitude and/or primitive recreation. Suitable or nonsuitable wilderness
recommendations for each WSA will be presented to the President by the
Secretary of the Interior. The President will then make recommendations to
the Congress. Areas can be designated wilderness only by an act of Congress.
If designated as wilderness, an area would be managed in accordance with the
Wilderness Act of 1964,

The seven WSAs being studied are covered by three different Management
Framework Plans (MFPs); Sun Valley, Timmerman Hills, and Bennett Hills. The
study areas are listed in Table 1-1 below.

TABLE 1-1

LIST OF WILDERNESS STUDY AREAS

| | l | Management
WSA Name | Number | Acreage | County | Framework Plan
Friedman Creek ID-53-5 9,773 Blaine, Butte, Sun Valley
Custer
Little City of Rocks ID-54-5 5,875 Gooding Bennett Hills
Black Canyon ID-54-6 10,371 Gooding Bennett Hills
Gooding City of
Rocks East 1/ ID-54-8a 14,743 Gooding Bennett Hills
Gooding City of
Rocks West 1/ ID-54-8b 6,287 Gooding Bennett Hills
Deer Creek ’ ID-54-10 7,487 Camas, Gooding Bennett Hills
Lava ID-56-2 23,680 Lincoln Timmerman Hills

1/ The names of these WSAs have been changed. Gooding City of Rocks (ID-54-8a)
is now Gooding City of Rocks East. Gooding City of Rocks (ID-54-8b) is now
Gooding City of Rocks West. The WSAs' numbers did not change.
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LOCATION

The WSAs are located in southcentral Idaho in the BLM's Shoshone District.
Map 1 (page 2) shows the relative location of the areas. Map 2 (page 4)
details the cluster of five WSAs concentrated within the Mount Bennett Hills.

AREAS DROPPED FROM FURTHER CONSIDERATION FOR WILDERNESS DESIGNATION

On December 30, 1982, Secretary of Interior James Watt published a
Secretarial Order in the Federal Register deleting from wilderness study all
areas identified through Section 603 of FLPMA that contain less than 5,000
acres of contiguous public lands (except islands and instant study areas).
This decision affected two WSAs that were addressed in the Shoshone/Sun Valley
Draft Plan Amendment/EIS. The Little Wood River WSA (ID-53-4), 4,385 acres;
and the Black Butte WSA (ID-54-2), 4,002 acres; were dropped from further
consideration for wilderness designation. On April 18, 1985, a U.S. District
Court Decision was issued vacating the Secretarial Order. Wilderness study of
the Little Wood River and Black Butte WSAs is currently deferred pending inter-
pretation of the court decision.

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUE IDENTIFICATION/SCOPING

The scoping process for the Shoshone/Sun Valley Plan Amendment/EIS encom-
passed issues identified by the BLM staff, by the public during formal scoping
comment periods (in April 1981 and April 1982), at a public meeting held in
Gooding (in May 1982), and from comments on the draft EIS by the public and by
Federal, State and local agencies. During the scoping period there was con-
sultation with the Idaho State Historic Preservation Officer concerning the
presence or absence of cultural resources in the WSAs that would be eligible
for nomination for listing on the "National Register of Historie Places." The
United States Fish and Wildlife Service was consulted concerning the potential
effects of wilderness designation on threatened or endangered species. The
environmental issues identified for analysis in this EIS follow.

1. Impacts on Wilderness Values. The wilderness values of naturalness,
opportunities for solitude, opportunities for primitive recreation,
and various special features of the WSA could benefit from wilderness
designation. The same values may be adversely affected by uses and
actions that would occur should the WSAs not be designated wilderness.
The significance of these beneficial or adverse impacts is an issue
for analysis in the EIS.

2. Impacts on Recreational Off Road Vehicle Use. Wilderness designation
would eliminate the use of recreational off-road vehicles (ORVs) in
the WSAs. Eliminating this use could affect the availability of
opportunities for ORV recreation and shift ORV uses currently occurring
in the WSAs to adjacent lands. The impact of wilderness designation
on recreational ORV use in the vicinity of the WSAs is an issue for
analysis in the EIS.

-3
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Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources. Wilderness designation
could affect the development of potential and known mineral resources
by withdrawing designated lands from mineral entry. Development of
existing mineral resources within designated wilderness areas could be
affected by wilderness management restrictions. The impact of wilder-
ness designation on the development of potential and known mineral
resources is an issue for analysis in the EIS.

Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance and Construction. Wilderness
designation could affect livestock operations by precluding some
planned range development projects necessary for utilization of forage
at planned levels. The impact of wilderness designation on the
maintenance and construction of grazing and range management projects
in the WSAs is an issue for analysis in the EIS.

The following issues were identified in scoping but were not selected for
detailed analysis in this EIS. The reasons for setting each of the issues
aside are discussed below.

1.

Impact of wilderness designation on predator control. Wilderness
designation could inhibit efforts to control predator populations.
Unchecked, predator populations could cause loss of livestock making
livestock operations less profitable. This issue was not analyzed in
detail because the BLM's wilderness management policy provides for
predator control within designated wilderness areas.

Impact of wilderness designation on reintroduction of bighorn sheep.
The Idaho Department of Fish and Game has noted that bighorn sheep
could be reintroduced in some of the WSAs. The reintroduction of
Bighorn Sheep, if it occurs, would be independent of the designation
of any of the WSAs as wilderness. Since the wilderness management
policy provides guidelines for reintroduction of native wildlife
species and potential reintroduction efforts are speculative, this
issue was not selected for analysis in the EIS.

Impact of wilderness designation on visitor safety. Wilderness desig-
nation could encourage recreationists to use areas they otherwise
wouldn't use because the areas are labeled as wilderness. This could
result in inexperienced recreationists being exposed to hazards (ie.
rattlesnakes) they are not experienced in handling. This issue was
not analyzed because increase in recreation use due to wilderuness
designation would be negligible. 1In addition, hazards associated with
recreation use on the WSAs would not be affected by wilderness desig-
nation. The hazards would be the same regardless of the area's status.

Economic impact on livestock operations. Concerns were raised that
livestock operators could be required to modify their operations within
designated wilderness areas in a manner that would have significant
adverse economic impacts on their business. This issue was considered
but dropped from detailed analysis because the BLM's wilderness manage-
ment policy provides for the continued use of wilderness areas for
livestock operations at historic levels. Although the management
practices of livestock operators in the seven WSAs would be more
closely regulated, they would continue as they did prior to wilderness




10.

designation subject to reasonable controls. The impact of wilderness
designation on livestock operations as a result of curtailment of
planned range developments is considered in issue 4 above.

Impact on Air Quality Classification. Concerns were raised regarding
the interaction between wilderness designation and air quality classi-
fication. The wilderness management policy states that BLM will manage
all wilderness areas to comply with the existing air quality classifi-
cation for that specific area, so wilderness designation or non-
designation would not cause the air quality classification to change.
Therefore, this issue was dropped from further analysis in the EIS.

Impact on Cultural Resources. Inventories and consultation with the
State Historic Preservation Officer during scoping determined that no
cultural sites that would be eligible for nomination for listing on
the National Register of Historic Places are known to exist within any
of the WSAs. The cultural sites that do exist in the areas are lithic
scatters and petroglyphs which would be protected with or without
wilderness designation. Since the significance of the cultural sites
within the WSAs is low, the issue of impact to cultural resources from
wilderness designation was dropped from further analysis.

Impact on Water Quality. The issue of how water quality would be
affected by wilderness designation or nondesignation in each of the
WSAs was identified by the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare.
This issue was not considered in the EIS because the primary influence
on water quality in these WSAs, livestock use, would not vary
sufficiently with or without wilderness designation to affect water
quality in any of the WSAs. Other existing or potential activities,
such as logging and mineral development, are absent or affect such a
small area that their influence on water quality would be negligible.

Impacts on Endangered Species. Wildlife and vegetation inventories
and consultation with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service did not
identify any threatened or endangered species in the WSAs. Therefore,
this issue was dropped from further consideration.

Impacts on State and Private Inholdings. The impact of wilderness
designation or nondesignation on State or private land inholdings in
WSAs was identified as an issue in comments on the Draft EIS. This
issue was dropped from further consideration because the uses on these
lands would not change as a result of designation or nondesignation.
An additional consideration in dropping this issue is the intention of
the BLM, at the request of the State of Idaho, to exchange for State
land inholdings in designated BLM wilderness areas. Similar voluntary
exchanges would be attempted for private land inholdings in the
Friedman Creek WSA if the area is designated as wilderness.

Impacts on Wildlife. Many comments on the draft EIS expressed a
general concern for wildlife without identifying specific issues
assoclated with wildlife (other than those identified above in 1, 2,
and 8). An issue dealing with wildlife in general was considered but
not included in this EIS because no specific impacts on populations or
the habitat of any specific species were identified. Based on the




projections of development in the seven WSAs, little or no change in
wildlife populations or habitat is anticipated with wilderness desig-
nation or nondesignation.

11. Impact of Wilderness Designation on Development of Diatomite. Wilder-
ness designation would withdraw designated lands from mineral entry.
Development of diatomite deposits within Gooding City of Rocks East
and Gooding City of Rocks West WSAs could be impacted by wilderness
management restrictions. This issue was not analyzed as a separate
issue because the possibilities for diatomite development are low.

The impact on development of mineral resources, including diatomite
where appropriate, is issue number 3.

12. Impact on Diversity Within the National Wilderness Preservation System.
The issue of how wilderness designation would impact ecologic diversity
within the NWPS was not analyzed as an issue. Since all potential
natural vegetation types within the WSAs are currently represented in
the NWPS, designation of these WSAs as wilderness would not expand
ecologic diversity of the system.

The following issue is not an environmental issue, but is a program concern
that was frequently identified as an issue during scoping.

The WSAs being studied are not what Congress intended to be included in
the National Wilderness Preservation System. Some or all of the areas
being studied for wilderness designation may not be the kind of area
Congress intended to have considered for wilderness. This issue was
dropped since it was determined in the inventory stage of the BLM's
wilderness review process that all the WSAs being studied meet the minimum
standards for wilderness identified by the Congress in the Wilderness Act
of 1964 and FLPMA of 1976.

THE PLANNING PROCESS, SELECTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION,
AND DEVELOPMENT OF ALTERNATIVES

The Planning Process and Selection of the Proposed Action

Development of the Proposed Action is guided by requirements of the
Bureau's Planning Regulations, 43 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), part
1600. The BLM's Wilderness Study Poliecy (published February 3, 1982, in the
Federal Register) supplements the planning regulations by providing the
specific factors to be considered in developing suitability recommendations
during the planning sequence.

The Proposed Action recommends as suitable for wilderness designation those
WSAs, or portions of WSAs, with high quality wilderness values. In addition,
the Proposed Action would limit conflicts between the wilderness resource and
livestock use, recreational ORV use, and development of known or potential
lead-silver or barite mineral resources. Under the Proposed Action, 19,350
acres would be recommended suitable for wilderness designation including the
entire Gooding City of Rocks West WSA and a 13,063-acre portion of the Gooding




City of Rocks East WSA. The Little City of Rocks WSA, Black Canyon WSA, Deer
Creek WSA, Lava WSA, Friedman Creek WSA, and a 1,680-acre portion of the
Gooding City of Rocks East WSA would be recommended nonsuitable for wilderness
designation.

Alternatives to the Proposed Action Selected for Analysis

The BLM Wilderness Study Policy calls for the formulation and evaluation
of alternatives ranging from resource protection to resource production. The
alternatives assessed in this EIS include: (1) a No Wilderness Alternative
for each WSA, (2) an All Wilderness Alternative for each WSA, and (3) a Partial
Wilderness Alternative for the Gooding City of Rocks East WSA.

In this document, the No Action Alternative, as required by the National
Environmental Protection Act, and the No Wilderness Alternative are equivalent.
Both advocate continuation of management as outlined in existing MFPs and
recommendation of the WSAs as nonsuitable for wilderness.

The All Wilderness Alternative represents the maximum possible acreage
that could be recommended as suitable for wilderness designation.

Partial wilderness alternatives can make suitable or nonsuitable recommen-
dations ranging between the All Wilderness and No Action alternatives. A
partial wilderness alternative can recommend as suitable for wilderness desig-
nation something less than the entire acreage of one WSA,

Alternatives Considered But Dropped From Further Analysis

A Partial Wilderness Alternative was considered but dropped from further
analysis for each of the WSAs, with the exception of the Partial Wilderness
Alternative analyzed for the Gooding City of Rocks East WSA. The reasons for
setting aside these Partial Wilderness Alternatives are discussed below.

Friedman Creek WSA (ID-53-5)

A Partial Wilderness Alternative that would recommend as suitable something
less than the entire acreage of this WSA was considered as means to accomplish
any of the following three goals:

1. Remove nine 40-acre private and State land inholdings from the portion
recommended suitable

2. Remove those public lands with high potential for mineral discovery
from the portion recommended suitable

3. Improve the manageability of the portion recommended suitable through
adjustments to exclude narrow fingers of public land less than a mile
wide, the long finger of private land that juts into the WSA from the
western boundary, and the block of State land that penetrates into the
WSA from the northern boundary.




No reasonable boundary adjustments were identified that would accomplish
any of the three goals and leave essential wilderness values intact. There-
fore, this alternative was dropped from further consideration.

Little City of Rocks WSA (ID-54-5)

A Partial Wilderness Alternative that would recommend as suitable something
less than the entire acreage of this WSA was considered but dropped because no
boundary was found that would significantly reduce resource conflicts, improve
the quality of the wilderness values, or improve the WSA's manageability while
maintaining essential wilderness values.

Black Canyon WSA (ID-54-6)

A Partial Wilderness Alternative that would recommend as suitable something
less than the entire acreage of this WSA was considered but dropped because no
boundary was found that would significantly reduce resource conflicts, improve
the quality of the wilderness values, or improve the WSA's manageability while
maintaining essential wilderness values.

Gooding City of Rocks East WSA (ID-54-8a)

Comments on the draft EIS suggested inclusion of a Partial Wilderness
Alternative that would reduce the size of the portion recommended suitable to
the "natural wilderness boundary". This alternative was considered, but
dropped because there are no clear physiographic or natural boundaries within
the WSA that delineate where the Gooding City of Rocks formation stops, and
because no suitable boundary could be found that would not result in essential
wilderness values being removed from the area recommended suitable. The
Partial Wilderness Alternative that is the Proposed Action for this WSA does
adjust the northern boundary to exclude flatter lands and concentrations of
range developments along that boundary.

Gooding City of Rocks West WSA (ID-54-8b)

A Partial Wilderness Alternative that would recommend as suitable something
less than the entire acreage of this WSA was considered as a means to eliminate
all mining claims from within the area recommended suitable. The alternative
was dropped from further consideration because no suitable boundary could be
found that would not result in essential wilderness values being removed from
the area recommended suitable.

Deer Creek WSA (ID-54-10)

A Partial Wilderness Alternative that would recommend as suitable something
less than the entire acreage of this WSA was considered but dropped because no
boundary was found that would significantly reduce resource conflicts, improve
the quality of the wilderness values, or improve the WSA's manageability while
maintaining essential wilderness values.




Lava WSA (ID-56-2)

A Partial Wilderness Alternative that would recommend as suitable something
less than the entire acreage of this WSA was considered but dropped because no
boundary was found that would significantly reduce resource conflicts, improve
the quality of the wilderness values, or improve the WSA's manageability while
maintaining essential wilderness values.

Other Partial Wilderness Alternatives

Another type of alternative that has been considered for analysis and
dropped are aggregate alternatives that combine different clusters of WSA
specific All Wilderness, No Wilderness, and Partial Wilderness alternatives.
Since this approach does not change the WSA specific analysis of All
Wilderness, No Wilderness or Partial Wilderness alternatives for each WSA, it
provides no additional analysis of these alternatives. The lack of statewide
and regional issues or resource conflicts make an aggregate alternative
unnecessary and this approach has been dropped from the final EIS.

In addition, two aggregate alternatives suggested by the Committee for
Idaho's High Desert, the Compromise Wilderness Alternative and the Bennett
Hills Compromise Alternative, and numerous variations identified in comments
on the draft EIS are already incorporated into the WSA specific All Wilderness,
No Wilderness and Partial Wilderness alternatives that have been selected for
analysis. Therefore, these alternatives have been dropped from further
consideration.

-10-




CHAPTER 2

PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

Since the pattern of future actions within the WSAs can not be predicted
with certainty, assumptions were made to allow the analysis of impacts under
the Proposed Action and alternatives. These assumptions are the basis of the
impacts identified in this EIS. They are not management plans or proposals,
but represent feasible patterns of activities which could occur under the
alternatives analyzed.

FRIEDMAN CREEK WSA (ID-53-5)

Proposed Action (No Wilderness Alternative)

All 9,773 acres of public land in the Friedman Creek WSA would be recom-
mended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation (See Map 3).

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Friedman Creek WSA would continue to be allotted for livestock
grazing. Projection beyond planning estimates indicate that livestock use
would be maintained at the existing level of 1,700 animal unit months (AUMs)
for sheep and cattle for the next ten years and beyond. Two miles of existing
fence within the WsA (See Map 10) would be maintained for livestock management
purposes. No additional range developments would be constructed in the WsA,
and maintenance activities would not change.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The lands within the WSA would remain open to recreational ORV use.
Approximately 100 visitor days of ORV use is currently occurring in the WSA.

No vehicle ways exist in the WSA. Six miles of road associated with locat-—
able mineral development would be constructed into the center of the WSA at
some time in the future. No other development of ways or roads is anticipated
because of the low use the area receives.

Other Recreation
The Friedman Creek WSA would be open for other recreation activities in
addition to recreational ORV use. These activities would include hunting,

fishing, hunting-associated horseback riding and camping, photography and
sightseeing. Recreational use for these activities would remain below 1,000
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visitor days annually for the next ten years. No recreation facilities or
trails exist in the WSA and none are planned, however, the six miles of road
constructed in association with mineral development would be used by hunters
to gain access to the central portion of the WSA. Development of recreation
facilities is not anticipated because of the low use the area receives.

Mineral Resources Actions

No development of the two existing mining claims located along the north-
west boundary of the the WSA is anticipated due to the absence of a known
discovery (see Map 10). However, geochemical analyses in the Friedman Creek
and the Rough Creek drainages in the central portion of the WSA indicate high
favorability for metallic mineral ores within the WSA. Tt is assumed that
there would be discovery and location of a lode claim for metallic mineral
resources in each drainage. Based on similar developments in areas within
five miles of the WSA, an estimated 25 acres of surface disturbance would be
associated with developing each claim, including 5 acres of disturbance caused
by construction of three miles of primitive road from the WSA's western bound-
ary, and 20 acres of disturbance associated with tailings piles, adits, loading
areas and buildings in the vicinity of the lode claim.

Although the potential for occurrence of barite within the WSA is moderaté,
no development of this mineral is anticipated because of better potential in
more accessible areas outside the WSA. Potential for development of other lo-
catable minerals is low because of low favorability for occurrence. Potential
for development of saleable minerals is low because of the distance to markets.

The WSA is classified as having moderate favorability for oil and gas
occurrence. However, development is not anticipated because of the lack of
leases, exploration, or industry interest; the high costs associated with test
wells; the area's inaccessability and location outside of a known oil and gas
province; and better potential for reserves in other areas.

All Wilderness Alternative

All 9,773 acres of public land in the Friedman Creek WSA would be recom—
mended as suitable for wilderness designation (See Map 3).

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Friedman Creek WSA would continue to be allotted for livestock
grazing. Projection beyond planning estimates indicate that livestock use
would be maintained at the existing level of 1,700 AUMs for both sheep and
cattle for the next ten years and beyond. 7Two miles of existing fence within
the WSA (See Map 10) would be maintained for livestock management purposes.
No additional range developments would be constructed in the WSA, and mainte—
nance activities would not change.
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Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The Friedman Creek WSA would be closed to recreational ORV use. This
action would eliminate approximately 100 visitor days of recreational ORV use
that are estimated to occur in the area annually.

Other Recreation

The Friedman Creek WSA would be open for non-motorized recreation activi-
ties including hunting, fishing, hunting-associated horseback riding and
camping, photography, and sightseeing. Recreational use for these activities
would increase slightly, but would remain at levels below 1000 visitor days
annually for the foreseeable future. ©No recreation facilities or trails exist
in the WSA and none are planned. Development of recreation facilities is not
anticipated because of the low use the area receives.

Mineral Resources Actions

Subject to valid existing rights, the Friedman Creek WSA would be withdrawn
from all forms of appropriation under the mining and mineral leasing laws.
Validity examinations would be conducted on the two mining claims that are
presently located within the WSA and any other mineral claims that exist at
the time of designation. No mineral development of two mineral claims that
currently exist in the WSA is anticipated due to a lack of known mineral
discovery.

Management Actions to Exchange for State and Private Inholdings

Action would be initiated to acquire eight 40-acre private land inholdings
and one 40-acre State land inholding through voluntary exchange (see Map 3).

Summary of Impacts

Table 2-1 summarizes the impacts of the All Wilderness and No Wilderness
alternatives.
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TABLE 2-1

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS

FRIEDMAN CREEK WSA

All Wilderness Alternative

Environmental | Proposed Action
Issues | No Wilderness Alternative
Impact on The area's wilderness values
Wilderness of size, naturalness, and
Values opportunities for solitude

would be lost.

Impact on Although the area would be
Recreational more accessible, recreational
ORV Use ORV use would remain below

1,000 visitor days annually.
There would be no significant
impact on recreational ORV

use,
Impact on Potential mineral resources
Development would be available for devel-
of Mineral opment. This includes high
Resources favorability for metallic

minerals and moderate favor-
ability for oil and gas and
barite. There would be no

impact on development of

mineral resources.

Impact on There would be no impact on
Grazing Facility grazing facility maintenance

Maintenance and and construction.
Construction

All wilderness values would
receive long term Congres—
sional protection. Wilderness
values would be slightly
enhanced on all 9,773 acres
of the Friedman Creek WSA.

Recreational ORV use of 100
visitor days would be forgone
annually. The impacts of
shifting this use to other
public lands would be
negligible.

Development of potential
mineral resources would be
forgone. This includes high
favorability for metallic
minerals and moderate favor-
ability for oil and gas and
barite.

There would be no impact on
grazing facility maintenance
or construction.
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LITTLE GITY OF ROCKS WSA (ID-54-5)

Proposed Action (No Wilderness Alternative)

All 5,875 acres of public land in the Little City of Rocks WSA would be
recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation (See Map 4).

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Little City of Rocks WSA would continue to be allotted for live-
stock grazing. Projection beyond planning estimates indicate that livestock
use would be maintained at the existing level of 640 AUMs for sheep for the
next ten years and beyond. No livestock or range management facilities that
would require maintenance are located within the WSA and no additional con-
struction of livestock and range management facilities would occur within the
WSA.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The lands within the Little City of Rocks WSA would remain open for ORV
use. The existing ORV use levels of approximately 1,500 visitor days annually
would increase to approximately 2,500 visitor days annually over the next 10
years. Projection beyond existing planning estimates indicate that recrea-
tional ORV use in the WSA would continue to increase, but would not exceed
5,000 visitor days annually for the foreseeable future. Although no ORV trails
are maintained or planned in the WSA, 1.4 miles of vehicle ways and 5 miles of
faint trailbike tracks that extend along the main drainage into the WSA would
be maintained by existing use. Increased use in the future would result in
development of the present faint trailbike tracks into well-defined trails.
Five more miles of poorly defined trailbike tracks would be established by
increased use along the main drainage in the central part of the WSA.

Other Recreation

The Little City of Rocks WSA would be open for other recreation activities
in addition to recreational ORV use. These activities include hiking, hunting,
horseback riding, camping, photography, nature study, and sightseeing. Recre-
ational use for these activities would increase slightly, but would remain at
levels below 1,000 visitor days annually for the foreseeable future. No
recreation facilities or trails exist in the WSA and none are planned. Devel-
opment of recreation facilities is not anticipated because of the low use the
area receives.

Mineral Resources Actions
The WSA is classified as having low potential for locatable and saleable
mineral resources. Therefore, locatable or saleable mineral development is

not anticipated. Although the area is classified as being prospectively valu-
able for oil and gas and has moderate to high potential for low temperature
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geothermal resources and low to moderate potential for high temperature geo-
thermal resources, mineral development or exploration is not anticipated
because higher potential exists in more accessible locations outside the WSA.

All Wilderness Alternative

All 5,875 acres of public land in the Little City of Rocks WSA would be
recommended as suitable for wilderness designation (See Map 4).

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Little City of Rocks WSA would continue to be allotted for live-
stock grazing. Projection beyond existing planning estimates indicate that
livestock use would be maintained at 640 AUMs for sheep for the next ten years
and into the future. No livestock or range management facilities that would
require maintenance are located within the WSA and no construction of livestock
and range management facilities would occur within the WSA.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The area would be closed to recreational ORV use. This action would
eliminate approximately 1,500 visitor days of recreational ORV use that are
estimated to occur annually in the area at present. The 1.4 miles of existing
vehicle ways and 5 miles of bike trails would be closed to vehicle use and
allowed to revegetate.

Other Recreation

The Little City of Rocks WSA would be open for non-motorized recreation
activities. These include hiking, hunting, horseback riding, camping, photo-
graphy, nature study, and sightseeing. Recreational use for these activities
would increase slightly, but would remain below 1,000 visitor days annually
for the next ten years and beyond. No recreation facilities or trails exist
in the WSA and none are planned. Development of recreation facilities is not
anticipated because of the low use the area receives.

Mineral Resource Actions

The WSA is classified as having low potential for locatable and saleable
mineral resources. Therefore, locatable and saleable mineral development is
not anticipated. Although the area is classified as being prospectively valu-
able for oil and gas and has moderate to high potential for low temperature
geothermal resources and low to moderate potential for high temperature geo-
thermal resources, mineral development or exploration is not anticipated
because higher potential exists in more accessible locations outside the WSA.
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Management Actions to Exchange for State Inholdings

Actions would be initiated to acquire, through voluntary exchange, a 640-
acre inholding of State land.

Summary of Impacts

Table 2-2 summarizes the impacts of the All Wilderness and No Wilderness

alternatives.
TABLE 2-2
SUMMARY OF IMPACTS
LITTLE CITY OF ROCKS WSA
Environmental | Proposed Action |
Issues | No Wilderness Alternative | All Wilderness Alternative
Impact on The WSA's naturalness would All wilderness values would
Wilderness be lost in areas of concen- receive long term Congres—
Values trated ORV use. Recreational sional protection. All

Impact on
Recreational
ORV Use

Impact on
Development
of Mineral
Resources

Impact on
Grazing Facility
Maintenance and
Construction

ORV use would reduce
opportunities for solitude.

There would be no impact on
recreational ORV use.

Potential mineral resources
would be available for
development. This includes
moderate to high potential

for low temperature geothermal
resources. There would be no
impact to development of
mineral resources.

There would be no impact on
grazing facility maintenance
and construction.

wilderness values would be
maintained. Naturalness and
opportunities for solitude
would improve slightly.

Recreational ORV use of 1,500

visitor days would be forgone

annually. TImpacts of shifting
this use to other public lands
would be negligible.

Development of potential
mineral resources would be
forgone. This includes
moderate to high potential for
low temperature geothermal
resources,

There would be no impact on
grazing facility maintenance
and construction.
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BLACK CANYON WSA (ID-54-6)

Proposed Action (No Wilderness Alternative)

All 10,371 acres of public land in the Black Canyon WSA would be recom-
mended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation (See Map 5).

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Black Canyon WSA would continue to be allotted for livestock
grazing. Projection beyond existing planning estimates indicate livestock use
would be maintained at 560 AUMs for sheep and cattle for the next ten years
and beyond. Existing range and livestock management facilities, 7.5 miles of
three-strand barbed wire fence and a spring development at Rock Spring, would
be maintained. The planned reservoir (less than 1/3 acre) would be constructed
in the western part of the WSA (see Map 12). Projection beyond existing
rlanning estimates indicate that maintenance activities would not change.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

Lands within the Black Canyon WSA would remain open for ORV use. Projec-
tion beyond existing planning estimates indicate that recreational ORV use
would increase slightly, but would remain at levels below 1,000 visitor days
annually for the next ten years and beyond. Two cherrystem roads that extend
into the WSA from the northern and western boundaries for a total length of 2
miles would be maintained by vehicle use at existing and projected levels.
Based on present and projected use levels, creation of new trails or ways by
recreational ORV use is not anticipated.

Other Recreation

The Black Canyon WSA would be open for other recreation activities in
addition to recreational ORV use including hunting, hunting-associated horse-
back riding and camping, photography, and nature study. Projections beyond
existing planning estimates indicate that recreational use for these activities
would increase slightly, but would remain at levels below 1,000 visitor days
annually for the next 10 years. No recreation facilities or trails exist in
the WSA and none are planned.

Mineral Resource Actions

The WSA is classified as having low potential for locatable and saleable
mineral resources. Therefore, locatable and saleable mineral exploration and
development is not anticipated. Although the area is classified as being
prospectively valuable for o0il and gas and has moderate to high potential for
low temperature geothermal resources and low to moderate potential for high
temperature geothermal resources, mineral development is not anticipated
because higher potential exists in more accessible locations outside the WSA.
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All Wilderness Alternative

All 10,371 acres of public land in the Black Canyon WSA would be recom-
mended as suitable for wilderness designation (See Map 5).

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Black Canyon WSA would continue to be allotted for livestock
grazing. Projection beyond existing planning estimates indicate that livestock
use would be maintained at the existing level of 560 AUMs for sheep and cattle
for the next ten years and beyond. Existing range and livestock management
facilities, 7.5 miles of three-strand barbed wire fence and a spring develop-
ment at Rock Spring, would be maintained. Two cherrystem roads would receive
vehicular use approximately ten times annually to provide required access for
maintenance. The planned reservoir (less than 1/3 acre) would be constructed
in the western part of the WSA (see Map 12). Projection beyond existing
planning estimates indicate that maintenance activities would not change.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The entire Black Canyon WSA would be closed to recreational ORV use. This
action would eliminate approximately 200 visitor days of recreational ORV use
that are estimated to occur in the area annually. Two cherrystem roads
(totaling two miles in length) would be closed to recreational vehicle use.

Other Recreation

The Black Canyon WSA would be open for non-motorized recreation activities
jincluding hunting, hunting-associated horseback riding and camping, photo-
graphy, and nature study. Recreational use for these activities would increase
slightly, but would remain at levels below 1,000 visitor days annually for the
foreseeable future. WNo recreation facilities or trails exist in the WSA and
none are planned. Development of recreation facilities in the future is not
anticipated because of the low use the area receives.

Mineral Resource Actions

The WSA is classified as having low potential for locatable and saleable
mineral resources. Therefore, locatable and saleable mineral exploration and
development is not anticipated. Although the area is classified as being
prospectively valuable for oil and gas and has moderate to high potential for
low temperature geothermal resources and low to moderate potential for high
temperature geothermal resources, mineral development is not anticipated
because higher potential exists in more accessible locations outside the WSA.

Management Actions to Exchange for State Inholdings

Action would be initiated to acquire a 640-acre inholding of State land
through voluntary exchange.
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Summary of Impacts

Table 2-3 summarizes the impacts of the All Wilderness and No Wilderness

alternatives.
TABLE 2-3
SUMMARY OF IMPACTS
BLACK CANYON WSA
Environmental Proposed Action |
Issues No Wilderness Alternative | All Wilderness Alternative
Impact on In the long term, the addi- All wilderness values would
Wilderness tional range development receive long term Congres-
Values would reduce naturalness sional protection. All
slightly in the western wilderness values would be
portion of the WSA. The maintained. There would be
naturalness of the remainder a slight improvement in the
of the WSA would be retained. area's naturalness and
opportunities for solitude.
The additional range develop-
ment would reduce naturalness
slightly in the western
portion of the WSA.
Impact on There would be no impact on Recreational ORV use of 200
Recreational recreational ORV use. visitor days would be forgone
ORV Use annually. Impacts of shifting

Impact on
Development
of Mineral
Resources

Impact on
Grazing Facility
Maintenance and
Conslruction

Potential mineral resources
would be available for
development. This includes
moderate to high potential

for low temperature geothermal
resources and low to moderate
potential for high temperature
geothermal resources. There
would be no impact on develop-
ment of mineral resources.

There would be no impact on
grazing facility maintenance
and construction.

this use to other public lands
would be negligible.

Development of potential
mineral resources would be
forgone. This includes
moderate to high potential for
low temperature geothermal
resources and low to moderate
potential for high temperature
geothermal resources

There would be no impact on
grazing facility maintenance
and construction.
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GOODING CITY OF ROCKS EAST WSA (ID-54-8a)

Proposed Action (Partial Wilderness Alternative)

A portion of the Gooding City of Rocks East WSA, with 13,063 acres, would
be recommended as suitable for wilderness designation. The remaining 1,680
acres, located along the northern boundary of the WSA, would be recommended as
nonsuitable for wilderness designation (see Map 6).

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Gooding City of Rocks East WSA would continue to be allotted
for livestock grazing. Projection beyond existing planning estimates indicate
that livestock use would be maintained at the existing levels of 800 AUMs for
sheep and cattle for the next ten years and beyond. The Connet Erosion Control
Dam and associated fencing, the Connet Spring, and Round Spring located in the
parcel recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation would be maintained.
Two spring developments and seven miles of barbed wire fence would be main-
tained in the parcel recommended suitable for wilderness designation. Although
two cherrystem roads and the western boundary road would be closed to most
vehicle use, they would remain available for vehicle use approximately ten
times annually to maintain fences and spring developments and for livestock
management. All range developments planned in the WSA would be completed.
This includes approximately 320 acres of prescriptive burning to reintroduce
fire into a fire dependent ecosystem and to maintain livestock forage at
current levels. One spring development would be completed to enhance distri-
bution of livestock use and maintain the condition of vegetative communities
(see Map 13).

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The 13,063 acre parcel recommended as suitable for wilderness designation
would be closed to recreational ORV use. Cherrystem roads extending into the
WSA from the northern and eastern boundaries for a total of 3 miles and 3 miles
of ways would be closed to recreational ORV use. The 3.5 miles of road that
separates this WSA from Gooding City of Rocks West WSA would be closed except
for maintenance of livestock facilities as described previously. This action
would eliminate approximately 140 visitor days of recreational ORV use that
are estimated to occur annually in the area.

The 1,680 acre parcel recommended nonsuitable would remain open for ORV
use. A way .4 miles long would be open for vehicle use. Projection beyond
existing planning estimates indicate that recreational ORV use would increase
slightly, but would remain at levels below 100 visitor days annually for the
foreseeable future.

Other Recreation

The Gooding City of Rocks East WSA would be open for non-motorized recre-
ation activities. These include hunting, fishing, hunting-associated horseback
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riding and camping, photography, nature study, and sightseeing. Recreational
use for these activities would increase slightly, but would remain at levels
below 1,000 visitor days annually for the foreseeable future. No recreation
facilities or trails exist in the WSA and none are planned. Development of
recreation facilities is not anticipated because of the low use the area
receives.

Mineral Resource Actions

Subject to valid existing rights, the 13,063 acres of the Gooding City of
Rocks East WSA recommended suitable would be withdrawn from all forms of
appropriation under the mineral leasing and mining laws. Approximately 440
acres of the portion recommended suitable are covered by mining claims for
diatomaceous earth. These claims would be examined to determine validity.
Plans of operations for development of these claims and any others that exist
at the time of designation would be processed in accordance with existing
regulations.

The total deposit of diatomite within the southern boundaries of the
Gooding City of Rocks East and West WSAs is estimated to contain 40 million
tons of non-marine diatomite. Of this, an estimated 6 million toms occurs
within the Gooding City of Rocks East WSA. The total deposit of diatomite
within five miles of the WSA is estimated at 400 million tons (U.S. Bureau of
Mines preliminary data). The possibilities of development of the diatomite
within the WSA is low because the inconsistent quality of the deposit, the
dislance to market, and the depth of overburden renders development uneconomic.

The WSA is classified as having low potential for metallic and non-metallic
mineral resources. Therefore, metallic and non-metallic mineral resource
development is not anticipated. Although the area is classified as being
prospectively valuable for oil and gas and has moderate to high potential for
low temperature geothermal resources and low to moderate potential for high
temperature geothermal resources, mineral development or exploration is not
anticipated because higher potential exists in more accessible locations out-
side the WSA.

Management Actions to Exchange for State Land

Action would be initiated to acquire a State land parcel of 640 acres
through voluntary exchange. The cherrystem road providing access from the
northern boundary road would be closed to vehicle use, except as provided for
above.

All Wilderness Alternative

All 14,743 acres of public land in the Gooding City of Rocks East WSA would
be recommended as suitable for wilderness designation (see Map 6).
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Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Gooding City of Rocks East WSA would continue to be allotted
for livestock grazing. Projection beyond existing planning estimates indicate
that livestock use would be maintained at the existing level of 800 AUMs for
sheep and cattle for the next ten years and beyond. The Connet Erosion Control
Dam and associated fencing, the Connet Spring, Round Spring, Coyote Spring and
Bowman Spring developments and seven miles of barbed wire fence would be main-
tained. Although two cherrystem roads and the western boundary road would be
closed to most vehicle use, they would continue to be available for vehicle
use approximately ten times annually to maintain fences and spring developments
and for livestock management. All range developments pPlanned in the WSA would
be completed. This includes approximately 320 acres of prescriptive burning
to reintroduce fire into a fire dependent ecosystem and maintain livestock
forage at current levels. One spring development would be completed to
enhance distribution of livestock use and maintain the condition of vegetative
communities.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The entire WSA would be closed to recreational ORV use. Cherrystem roads
extending into the WSA from the northern and eastern boundaries, totaling 3
miles, and four ways, totaling 3.4 miles, would be closed to recreational ORV
use. The 3.5 miles of road that separates the Gooding City of Rocks East WSA
from Gooding City of Rocks West WSA would be closed to recreational ORV use.
This action would eliminate approximately 150 visitor days of recreational ORV
use that are estimated to occur annually in the area at present.

Other Recreation

The Gooding City of Rocks East WSA would be open for non-motorized recrea-
tion activities. These include hunting, fishing, hunting-associated horseback
riding and camping, photography, nature study and sightseeing. Recreational
use for these activities would increase slightly, but would remain at levels
below 1,000 visitor days annually for the foreseeable future. No recreation
facilities or trails exist in the WSA and none are planned because of the low
use the area receives.

Mineral Resource Actions

Subject to valid existing rights, the Gooding City of Rocks East WSA would
be withdrawn from all forms of appropriation under the mining and mineral
leasing laws.

Approximately 440 acres of the Gooding City of Rocks East WSA are covered
by mining claims for diatomaceous earth. These claims would be examined to
determine validity. Plans of operations for these claims and any others
existing at the time of designation would be processed in accordance with
existing regulations.
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The total deposit of diatomite within the southern boundaries of the
Gooding City of Rocks East and West WSAs is estimated to contain 40 million
tons of non-marine diatomite. Of this, an estimated 6 million tons occurs
within the Gooding City of Rocks East WSA. The total deposit of diatomite
within five miles of the WSA is estimated at 400 million tons (U.S. Bureau of
Mines preliminary data). The possibilities of development of the diatomite
within the WSA is low because the inconsistent quality of the deposit, the
distance to market, and the depth of overburden renders development uneconomic.

The WSA is classified as having low potential for metallic and non-metallic
mineral resources. Therefore, metallic and non-metallic mineral resource
development is not anticipated. Although the area is classified as being
prospectively valuable for oil and gas and has moderate to high potential for
low temperature geothermal resources and low to moderate potential for high
temperature geothermal resources, mineral development is not anticipated
because higher potential exists in more accessible locations outside the WSA.

Management Actions to Exchange for State Land
Action would be initiated to acquire a State land parcel of 640 acres
through voluntary exchange. The cherrystem road providing access from the

northern boundary road would be closed to vehicle use, except as provided
above.

No Wilderness Alternative

All 14,743 acres of the public land in the Gooding City of Rocks East WSA
would be recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation (see Map 6).

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Gooding City of Rocks East WSA would continue to be allotted
for livestock grazing. Projection beyond existing planning estimates indicate
that livestock use would be maintained at the existing level of 800 AUMs for
sheep and cattle in the entire WSA for the next ten years and beyond. The
Connet Erosion Control Dam and associated fencing, the Connet Spring, Round
Spring, Coyote Spring and Bowman Spring developments and seven miles of barbed
wire fence would be maintained. All range developments planned in the WSA
would be completed. This includes approximately 320 acres of prescriptive
burning to reintroduce fire into a fire dependent ecosystem and to maintain
livestock forage at current levels. One spring development would be completed
to enhance distribution of livestock use and maintain the condition of vegeta-
tive communities.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use
The entire WSA would remain open to ORV use. It is reasonable to expect
that recreational ORV use would increase slightly, but would remain at levels

below 1,000 visitor days annually for the foreseeable future. Cherrystem roads
extending from the northern and eastern boundary for a total of 3 miles would
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be available for recreational and other vehicular use. The 3.5 miles of road
that separates this WSA from Gooding City of Rocks West WSA would be open for
use. Further development of ways or roads is not anticipated because of the
low use the area receives.

Other Recreation

The Gooding City of Rocks East WSA would be open for recreation activities
in addition to recreational ORV use including hunting, fishing, hunting-
associated horseback riding and camping, photography, nature study, and
sightseeing. Projections beyond existing planning estimates indicate that

by mining claims for diatomaceous earth (see Map 13). Plans of operations for
development of these claims would be processed in accordance with existing
regulations. Because preliminary studies indicate that minerals located on
these claims are not of commercial quality or quantity, no development of these

tons of non-marine diatomite. oOf this, an estimated ¢ million tons ocecurs
within the Gooding City of Rocks East WSA. The total deposit of diatomite
within five miles of the WSA is estimated at 400 million tons (U.S. Bureau of
Mines preliminary data). The possibilities of development of the diatomite

The WSA is classified as having low potential for metallie and non-metallic
mineral resources. Therefore, metallic and non-metallic mineral resource
development is not anticipated. Although the area is classified as being

Summary of Impacts

Table 2-4 summarizes the impacts of the Partial Wilderness, All Wilderness
and No Wilderness alternatives.
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TABLE 2-4

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS
GOODING CITY OF ROCKS EAST WSA

Environmental
Issue

Proposed Action
Partial Wilderness Alternative

All Wilderness Alternative

No Wilderness Alternative

Impact on
Wilderness Values

Impact on
Recreational
ORV Use

Impact on
Development of
Mineral Resources

Impact on
Grazing Facility
Maintenance and
Construction

The 13,063 acres designated as
wilderness would receive long term
Congressional protection. All
wilderness values in this area
would be maintained. The area's
naturalness and opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recreation
and solitude would improve slightly.
The area's most spectacular scenery,
naturalness, and opportunities for
primitive recreation and solitude
would be retained. On the 1,680
acres not designated as wilderness,
there would be a slight reduction
of naturalness and opportunities for
solitude.

Recreational ORV use of 140 visitor
days would be forgone on 13,063
acres annually. Impacts of shifting
this use to other public lands would
be negligible. On the 1,680 acres
of the WSA not designated as wilder-
ness, recreational ORV use would
continue to increase, but would not
exceed 100 visitor days annually.

Development of potential mineral
resources would be forgone on 13,063
acres. This includes an estimated
¢ million tons of diatomite (1.5
percent of the total reserve within
5 miles of the WSA). Moderate to
high potential for low temperature
geothermal resources and low to
moderate potential for high temper-
ature geothermal resources also
exists in the area. Potential
mineral resources on 1,680 acres
would be available for development.

There would be no impact on grazing

facility maintenance and construction.

All wilderness values would
receive long term Congressional
protection. There would be a
slight improvement in the area's
naturalness and opportunities
for primitive and unconfined
recreation and solitude on
13,063 acres. On 1,680 acres,
there would be a slight decrease
in naturalness and opportunities
for solitude.

Recreational ORV use of 150
visitor days would be forgone
annually. The impacts of shifting
this use to other public lands
would be negligible.

Development of potential mineral
resources would be forgone.
This includes an estimated 6
million tons of diatomite (1.5
percent of the total reserve
within 5 miles of the WSA) and
moderate to high potential for
low temperature geothermal
resources and .low to moderate
potential for high temperature
geothermal resources.

There would be no impact on
grazing facility maintenance and
construction.

There would be a slight reduction
in naturalness and opportunities
for solitude on 13,063 acres.

on 1,680 acres, there would be

a moderate reduction of the
area's naturalness and
opportunities for solitude.

There would be no impact on
recreational ORV use.

Potential mineral resources would
pbe available for development.
This includes moderate to high
potential for low temperature
geothermal resources, low to
moderate potential for high
temperature geothermal resources,
and an estimated 6 million tons
of diatomite (1.5 percent of the
total reserve within 5 miles of
the WSA). There would be no
impact on development of mineral
resources.

There would be no impact on
grazing facility maintenance and
construction.




GOODING CITY OF ROCKS WEST WSA (ID-54-8b)

Proposed Action (All Wilderness Alternative)

All 6,287 acres of public land in the Gooding City of Rocks West WSA would
be recommended as suitable for wilderness designation (see Map 7).

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Gooding City of Rocks WSA would continue to be allotted for
livestock grazing. Projection beyond existing planning estimates indicate
that livestock use would be maintained at the existing level of 600 AUMs for
sheep and cattle for the next ten years and beyond. All range developments
planned in the WSA would be completed and maintained. This includes approxi-
mately 1,320 acres of prescriptive burning to reintroduce fire into a fire
dependent ecosystem and maintain livestock forage at current levels. One
spring development and two reservoirs (less than 1/3 acre each) would be
completed to enhance distribution of livestock use and to maintain the condi-
tion of vegetative communities (see Map 14). The cherrystem road to a
reservoir in the northern part of the WSA would be available for vehicle use
approximately ten times a year to maintain the reservoir and for livestock
management.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The entire WSA would be designated closed to recreational ORV use. The
cherrystem road extending .8 miles into the WSA from the northern boundary
would be closed to recreational ORV use. The 3.5 miles of road that separates
the Gooding City of Rocks West WSA from the Gooding City of Rocks East WSA
would be closed to vehicles except for maintenance of livestock facilities.
This action would eliminate approximately 50 visitor days of recreational ORV
use that are estimated to occur in the area annually.

Other Recreation

The Gooding City of Rocks West WSA would be open for non-motorized recrea-
tion activities. These include hunting, hunting-related horseback riding and
camping, photography, nature study, and sightseeing. Recreational use for
these activities would increase slightly, but would remain at levels below
1,000 visitor days annually for the foreseeable future. No recreation
facilities or trails exist in the WSA and none are planned because of the low
use the area receives.

Mineral Resource Actions

Subject to valid existing rights, the WSA would be withdrawn from all forms
of appropriation under the mining and mineral leasing laws. Approximately
2,260 acres of the Gooding City of Rocks West WSA are covered by mining claims
for diatomaceous earth (see Map 14). These claims would be examined to
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determine validity. Plans of operations for these claims and any others
existing at the time of designation would be processed in accordance with
existing regulations.

The total deposit of diatomite within the southern boundaries of the
Gooding City of Rocks East and West WSAs is estimated to contain 40 million
tons of non-marine diatomite. Of this, an estimated 34 million tons occurs
within the Gooding City of Rocks West WSA. The total deposit of diatomite
within five miles of the WSA is estimated at 400 million tons (U.S. Bureau of
Mines preliminary data). The possibilities of development of the diatomite
within the WSA is low because the inconsistent quality of the deposit, the
distance to market, and the depth of overburden renders development uneconomic.

The WSA is classified as having low potential for metallic and non-metallic
mineral resources. Therefore, metallic and non-metallic mineral resource
development is not anticipated. Although the area is classified as being
prospectively valuable for oil and gas and has moderate to high potential for
low temperature geothermal resources and low to moderate potential for high
temperature geothermal resources, mineral development is not anticipated
because higher potential exists in more accessible locations outside the WSA.

No other locatable minerals are reported or known to occur within the WSA
and no mineral leases exist in the WSA. Potential for building stone sales is
low. Therefore, no mineral exploration or development is anticipated in the
WSA.

Management Actions to Exchange for State Land
Action would be initiated to acquire a 640-acre State land parcel through

voluntary exchange. The boundary road providing access from the southern
boundary would be closed to vehicle use, except as provided for above.

No Wilderness Alternative

All 6,287 acres of public land in the Gooding City of Rocks West WSA would
be recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation (see Map 7).

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Gooding City of Rocks West WSA would continue to be allotted
for livestock grazing. Projection beyond existing planning estimates indicate
that livestock use would be maintained at the existing level of 600 AUMs for
sheep and cattle for the next ten years and beyond. All range developments
planned in the WSA would be completed and maintained. This includes approxi-
mately 1,320 acres of prescriptive burning to reintroduce fire into a fire
dependent ecosystem and maintain livestock forage at current levels. One
spring development and two reservoirs (less than 1/3 acre each) would be com-
pleted to enhance distribution of livestock use and to maintain the condition
of vegetative communities.
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Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The entire WSA would remain open to ORV use. A cherrystem road, .8 miles
in length, would remain open for vehicular use. Recreational ORV use would
increase slightly, but would remain at levels below 500 visitor days annually
for the foreseeable future. Further development of ways or roads is not
anticipated because of the low use the area receives.

Other Recreation

The Gooding City of Rocks West WSA would be open for recreation activities
in addition to recreational ORV use. These include hunting, hunting-related
horseback riding and camping, photography, nature study, and sightseeing.
Recreational use for these activities would increase slightly, but would remain
at levels below 1000 visitor days annually for the foreseeable future. No
recreation facilities or trails exist in the WSA and none are planned because
of the low use the area receives.

Mineral Resource Actions

Approximately 2,260 acres of the Gooding City of Rocks West WSA are covered
by mining claims for diatomaceous earth. Plans of operations for development
of these claims would be processed in accordance with existing regulations.

The total deposit of diatomite within the southern boundaries of the
Gooding City of Rocks East and West WSAs is estimated to contain 40 million
tons of non-marine diatomite. Of this, an estimated 34 million tons occurs
within the Gooding City of Rocks West WSA. The total deposit of diatomite
within five miles of the WSA is estimated at 400 million tons (U.S. Bureau of
Mines preliminary data). The possibilities of development of the diatomite
within the WSA is low because the inconsistent quality of the deposit, the
distance to market, and depth of overburden renders development uneconomic.

The WSA is classified as having low potential for metallic and non-metallic
mineral resources. Therefore, metallic and non-metallic mineral resource
development is not anticipated. Although the area is classified as being
prospectively valuable for oil and gas and has moderate to high potential for
low temperature geothermal resources and low to moderate potential for high
temperature geothermal resources, mineral development is not anticipated
because better potential exists in more accessible locations outside the WSA.
Therefore, no mineral resource exploration or development is anticipated in
the WSA.

Summary of Impacts

Table 2-5 summarizes the impacts of the All Wilderness and No Wilderness
alternatives.
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TABLE 2-5

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS
GOODING CITY OF ROCKS WEST WSA

Proposed Action
All Wildereness Alternative |

Environmental |

Issues | No Wilderness Alternative

Impact on
Wilderness
Values

Impact on
Recreational
ORV Use

Impact on
Development
of Mineral
Resources

Impact on
Grazing Facility
Maintenance and
Construction

All wilderness values would
receive long term Congres-—
sional protection. All
wilderness values would be
maintained. The area's
naturalness and opportunities
for solitude and primitive
and unconfined recreation
would improve.

Recreational ORV use of 50
visitor days would be
forgone annually. The
impacts resulting from this
use shifting to other public
lands would be negligible.

Development of potential
mineral resources would be
forgone. This includes an
estimated 34 million tons of
diatomite (8.5 percent of the
total reserve within 5 miles
of the WSA) and moderate to
high potential for low
temperature geothermal
resources.

There would be no impact on
grazing facility maintenance
and construction.

There would be a reduction of
the area's naturalness and
opportunities for solitude and
primitive and unconfined
recreation.

There would be no impact on
recreational ORV use.

Potential mineral resources
would be available for
development. This includes an
estimated 34 million tons of
diatomite (8.5 percent of the
total reserve within 5 miles
of the WSA) and moderate to
high potential for low
temperature geothermal
resources.

There would be no impact on
grazing facility maintenance
and construction.
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DEER CREEK WSA (ID-54-10)

Proposed Action (No Wilderness Alternative)

All 7,487 acres of the public land in the Deer Creek WSA would be recom-—
mended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation (see Map 8).

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Deer Creek WSA would continue to be allotted for livestock
grazing. Projection beyond existing planning estimates indicate that livestock
use would be maintained at the existing level of 1,193 AUMs for sheep and
catlle for the next ten years and beyond. The existing 4.5 miles of barbed
wire fence would be maintained. Range developments planned for the WSA would
be completed and maintained. These include a reservoir (less than 1/3 acre),

2 miles of gap fencing, and 750 acres of brush control through the use of
chemical spraying or prescribed burning (see Map 15). Projection beyond
existing planning estimates indicate that maintenance activities would not
change.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The lands within the WSA would remain open to ORV use. Recreational ORV
use would increase slightly, but would remain at levels below 1000 visitor
days annually for the foreseeable future. Due to low use levels, creation of
new trails or ways by recreational ORV use is not anticipated.

Other Recreation

The Deer Creek WSA would be open for recreation activities in addition to
recreational ORV use. These include hunting, hunting-associated horseback
riding and camping, photography, and sightseeing. Recreational use for these
activities would increase slightly, but would remain at levels below 1,000
visitor use days annually for the foreseeable future. No recreation facilities
or trails exist in the WSA and none are planned because of the low use the area
receives.

Mineral Resource Actions

Deer Creek WSA is classified as prospectively valuable for oil and gas and
as having moderate potential for low temperature geothermal resources. The
WSA has low potential for metallic and saleable mineral resources and moderate
potential for diatomite deposits.

No mineral development is anticipated of these potential resources because
higher potential exists in more accessible areas outside the WSA.
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All Wilderness Alternative

All 7,487 acres of public land in the Deer Creek WSA would be recommended
as suitable for wilderness designation (see Map 8).

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire WSA would continue to be allotted for livestock grazing.
Projections beyond planning estimates indicate that livestock use would be
maintained at the existing level of 1,193 AUMs for sheep and cattle for the
next ten years and beyond. The existing 4.5 miles of barbed wire fence would
be maintained. Range developments planned for the WSA would be completed and
maintained. These include a reservoir (less than 1/3 acre), 2 miles of gap
fencing, and 750 acres of brush control through the use prescribed burning.
Projections beyond existing planning estimates indicate that maintenance
activities would not change.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The area would be closed to recreational ORV use. This action would
eliminate approximately 100 visitor days of recreational ORV use that are
estimated to occur in the area annually.

Other Recreation

The Deer Creek WSA would be open for non-motorized recreation activities.
These include hunting, hunting-associated horseback riding and camping, photog-
raphy, and sightseeing. Recreational use for these activities would increase
slightly, but would remain at levels below 1,000 visitor days annually for the
foreseeable future. No recreation facilities or trails exist in the WSA and
none are planned because of the low use the area receives.

Mineral Resource Actions

Deer Creek WSA is classified as prospectively valuable for oil and gas and
as having moderate potential for low temperature geothermal resources. The
WSA has low potential for metallic and saleable mineral resources and moderate
potential for diatomite deposits.

No mineral development is anticipated of these potential resources because
higher potential exists in more accessible areas outside the WSA.

Management Actions to Exchange for State Inholdings

Actions would be initiated to acquire, through voluntary exchange, a
640-acre inholding of State land.
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Summary of Impacts

Table 2-6 summarizes the impacts of the All Wilderness and No Wilderness

alternatives.
TABLE 2-6
SUMMARY OF IMPACTS
DEER CREEK WSA
Environmental | Proposed Action |
Issues | No Wilderness Alternative | All Wilderness Alternative
Impacts on The area's naturalness and All wilderness values would
Wilderness opportunities for solitude receive long term Congres—
Values would be reduced slightly. sional protection. Naturalness
and opportunities for solitude
would improve slightly because
of Lhe elimination of ORV use
and the acquisition of the
State land inholding.
Naturalness and opportunities
for solitude would be reduced
slightly by range management
actlions.
Impact on There would be no impact on Recreational ORV use of 100
Recreational recreational ORV use. visitor days would be forgone
ORV Use annually. The impact of
shifting this use to other
public lands would be
negligible.
Impact on Potential mineral resources Development of potential
Devclopment would be available for mineral resources would be
Mineral development. This includes forgone. This includes
Resources moderate potential for low moderate potential for low
temperature geothermal temperature geothermal
resources and diatomite. resources and diatomite.
There would be no impact on
development of mineral
resources.
Impact on There would be no impact on There would be no impact on

Grazing Facility
Maintenance and
Construction

grazing facility maintenance
and construction.

grazing facility maintenance
and construction.
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LAVA WSA (ID-56-2)

Proposed Action (No Wilderness Alternative)

All 23,680 acres of public land in the Lava WSA would be recommended as
nonsuitable for wilderness designation (see Map 9).

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Lava WSA would continue to be allotted for livestock grazing.
Projection beyond existing planning estimates indicate that livestock use would
be maintained at the existing level of 1,828 AUMs for cattle for the next 10
years and beyond. Range developments planned for the WSA would be implemented
and maintained. These include one mile of pipeline reconstruction, one mile
of new pipeline and a trough, two miles of gap fencing, and 2,200 acres of
brush control and seeding along dry washes (see Map 16). Brush control would
be accomplished through prescribed burning or plowing, and seeding would be
accomplished using rangeland drills.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The lands within the WSA would remain open to ORV use. Recreational ORV
use would increase slightly, but would remain at levels below 1000 visitor
days annually for the foreseeable future. Seven ways, totaling 10.8 miles in
length, traverse the central portion of the Lava WSA and would remain open for
use. Vehicular use presently occurring in the WSA is sufficient to maintain
the ways. Creation of new trails or ways by recreational ORV use is not
anticipated due to current and projected low use levels and the WSA's rugged
terrain.

Other Recreation

The Lava WSA would be open for recreation activities in addition to recre-
ational ORV use. These include hunting, hunting-associated horseback riding
and camping, photography, and sightseeing. Recreational use for these activ-
ities would increase slightly, but would remain at levels below 1,000 visitor
days annually for the foreseeable future. No recreation facilities or trails
exist in the WSA and none are planned because of the low use the area receives.

Mineral Resource Actions
The Lava WSA is considered prospectively valuable for oil and gas and geo-
thermal resources. The WSA is classified as unfavorable for locatable mineral

resources. No mineral exploration or development is anticipated in the WSA
because higher potential exists in more accessible areas outside the WSA.
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All Wilderness Alternative

All 23,680 acres of public land in the Lava WSA would be recommended as
suitable for wilderness designation (see Map 9).

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire WSA would continue to be allotted for livestock grazing. Pro-
jections indicate that livestock use would be reduced to 1,259 AUMs for cattle.
No future increases in livestock use are planned. Some range developnments
planned for the WSA would be implemented and maintained. These include 1 mile
of pipeline reconstruction and 2 miles of gap fencing to control livestock.
Approximately 10.8 miles of vehicle ways within the WSA would be used up to 10
times annually to maintain existing range developments.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The area would be designated closed to recreational ORV use. This action
would eliminate approximately 100 visitor days annually of recreational ORV
use that are estimated to occur in the area at present. Ways within the WSA,
tolaling 10.8 miles in length would be closed to recreational ORV use.

Other Recreation

. The WSA would be open for non-motorized recreation activities. These
include hunting, hunting-associated horseback riding and camping, photography,
and sightseeing. Recreational use for these activities would increase
slightly, but would remain at levels below 1,000 visitor days annually for the
foreseeable future. ©No recreation facilities or trails exist in the WSA and
none are planned because of the low use the area receives.

Mineral Resource Actions

The Lava WSA is considered prospectively valuable for oil and gas and
geothermal resources. The WSA is classified as unfavorable for locatable and
saleable mineral resources. No mineral exploration or development is antici-
pated in the WSA because higher potential exists in more accessible areas
outside the WSA. ’

Management Actions to Exchange for State Inholdings

Action would be initiated to acquire a 640-acre inholding of State land
through voluntary exchange.

Summary of Impacts

Table 2-7 summarizes the impacts of the All Wilderness and No Wilderness
alternatives.
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TABLE 2-7

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS

LAVA wWsA
Environmental | Proposed Action |
Issues | No Wilderness Alternative | All Wilderness Alternative
Impact on The area's naturalness and All wilderness values would
Wilderness opportunities for solitude receive long term Congres—
Values would be reduced by new sional protection.
range developments, brush Maintenance and construction
control, and continued ORV of range developments would
use. reduce the area's naturalness
and opportunities for solitude
slightly. Elimination of ORV
use and acquisition of a State
land inholding would improve
the area's naturalness and
opportunities for solitude.
Impact on There would be no impact on Recreational ORV use of 100
Recreational recreational ORV use. visitor days would be forgone
ORV Use annually. The impact of
shifting this use to other
public lands would be
negligible.
Impact on Potential mineral resources Development of potential
Development would be available for mineral resources would be
of Mineral development. This includes forgone. This includes low
Resources low to moderate favorability to moderate potential for
for low temperature geothermal low temperature geothermal
resources. There would be resources.
no impact on development of
mineral resources.
Impact on There would be no impact on There would be no seeding
Grazing Facility grazing facility maintenance on 2,200 acres of brush
Maintenance and and construction. control and a reduction in
Construction AUMs of 569.
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SUMMARY OF MANAGEABILITY

Based on the wilderness values of each WSA described in Chapter 3, and the
impacts on these wilderness values analyzed in Chapter 4, each WSA, if desig-
nated wilderness, could be managed as wilderness.
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CHAPTER 3

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

FRIEDMAN CREEK WSA (ID-53-5)

General Characteristics

The Friedman Creek WSA is characterized by steep mountainous terrain cut
by numerous steep drainages. Drainages include Friedman Creek, Argosy Creek,
Rough Creek, and Trail Creek. At lower elevations, vegetation is dominated by
big sage brush interspersed with grasses. As elevations increase, Douglas-fir
stands and quaking aspen groves become common.

Numerous wildlife species, including elk, deer, black bear, upland game,
and trout, are found within the WSA.
Land Status

The Friedman Creek WSA contains 9,773 acres of public land. There is a
40-acre State inholding and eight private inholdings with a total of 320 acres

within the WSA. The WSA is contiguous with the U.S. Forest Service roadless
area, the Pioneer Mountains.

Wilderness Values

Naturalness

Two abandoned log cabins, at least 50 years old, are located within the
Friedman Creek drainage. The cabins are not inhabitable and brush has
partially obscured them. Associated with the cabins and in other widely
scattered areas, abandoned mine adits and tailings piles can be found. The
impact of the adits on naturalness is localized due to vegetative screening.

Although evidence of human activity is present at several locations within
the WSA, these intrusions are of low impact and do not significantly detract
from the area‘'s natural character, All of these imprints reflect the histor-
ical use and habitation of the area for mining activities. There are no heavy
concentrations of imprints which impair the feeling of being in a natural
environment.

Solitude

The WSA provides outstanding opportunities for solitude. Steep slopes and
the large number of drainages within the WSA provide good visual screening.
However, the steep slopes also tend to concentrate use along the creek bottoms
in the drainages. With low to moderate use, the area provides outstanding
opportunities for solitude. The area currently receives a low amount of
recreational use.
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Primitive and Unconfined Recreation
The Friedman Creek WSA offers a diversity of primitive recreation opportu-

nities. Friedman Creek supports a small trout fishery. The diverse terrain
within the WSA enhances opportunities for camping and hiking.

Special Features

The two abandoned cabins within the WSA provide evidence of the mining
history of the region. The cabins are at least 50 years old. They are of log
construction and are in close proximity to tailing piles.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Resources

Recreational ORV use is estimated to be 100 visitor days annually. Steep
terrain and heavy brush limit ORV access and use in approximately 80 percent
of the WSA. Most recreational ORV use oceurs along drainage bottoms, primarily
in Friedman Creek and Rough Creek.

Mineral Resources

Except for State and private land inholdings, all surface and mineral
estates in the WSA are in federal ownership and are open to mineral entry.

The Friedman Creek WSA has been classified as having moderate favorability
for oil and gas (Fernette and Stratman 1983). The basis of this classification
is the structural setting of the WSA including potential for development of
structural traps, indications of subsurface structures, and the presence of
hydrocarbon source and reservoir beds in the stratigraphic section. Potential
for geothermal energy development is unfavorable based on analogy with similar
areas in the Idaho Basin and Range Province as well as a lack of surface
indications such as hot springs.

The WSA is considered to have low favorability for other leasable minerals
because of its unfavorable geologic environment and lack of known occurrences
(Fernette and Stratman 1983). No mineral leases are currently held on lands
within the WSA.

Portions of 2 lode mining claims are present in the WSA (see Map 10) and
at least 50 claims exist adjacent to the WSA on the north and west. The Idaho
Muldoon Mine lies about a mile northwest of the northern boundary of the WSA.
The Lucky Boy Group lies outside the WSA on its edge. A mine site is present
within the WSA in T. 3 N., R. 22 E., sections 21 and 22, consisting of an adit
and prospect pit. The Idaho Muldoon Mines and others in the district were
moderate producers of lead/zinc/silver as well as barite as late as the 1970s.

The Friedman Creek WSA is classified as having high favorability for the
metallic minerals lead, zinc, silver, and copper (Fernette and Stratman 1983).
This classification is based on direct evidence including mineralized outcrops,
prospects, and the results of geochemical analyses. The WSA is geologically
similar to the adjacent Muldoon Mining District and shows a pronounced trend
of mineralized structures throughout the western portion.
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The WSA is classified as having a moderate favorability for barite based
on the proximity to the Muldoon barite-producing district, similar geology,
and barium geochemical anomalies adjacent to the WSA. The WSA has low favor-
ability for occurrence of other locatable mineral resources.

Gravels are abundant in the WSA and local limestone and quartzite have

potential both as building stone and in aggregate production. The distance to
market precludes these minerals from having commercial value.

Livestock Grazing

The entire WSA is currently allotted for livestock grazing. Ninety-five
percent (9,298 acres) of the WSA has been classified as suitable for livestock
grazing. The Friedman Creek WSA includes portions of five grazing allotments:
Upper Fish Creek, Iron Mine, Trail Creek, Friedman Creek, and Muldoon. Nine
cattle and sheep operators are permitted in these allotments. Approximately
1,700 AUMs have been allocated from the portions of the allotments that lie
within the WSA boundaries. The established season of use is May 1 through
November 1.

The only range development in the WSA is approximately two miles of
fencing. The WSA supports an estimated 1,700 AUMs of forage that is used by
sheep and cattle throughout the grazing season. No additional range develop-
ments are planned within the WSA.

Table 3-1 shows the WSA's ecological condition.

TABLE 3-1

FRIEDMAN CREEK WSA
ECOLOGICAL CONDITION CLASS

Acres
Poor | Fair | Good | Excellent | Seeded | Total

(0] 6,493 3,280 0 0 9,773

LITTLE CITY OF ROCKS WSA (ID-54-5)

General Characteristics

The Little City of Rocks WSA is bound on the west by Black Canyon WSA (see
Map 2). The Little City of Rocks WSA lies within the Mount Bennett Hills, a
belt of rolling foothills between the Sawtooth Mountains to the north and the
Snake River Plains to the south. The major portion of the WSA is a gently
sloping plain with several rhyolite bluffs. The WSA's southcentral portion
contains an aggregation of wind and water-eroded rhyolite columns, collectively
known as Little City of Rocks.
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The dominant vegetation of the WSA is sagebrush and grasses. Chokecherry
and willows are found in the shaded canyons of the Little City of Rocks. There
is a small grove of aspen on the north-facing slope on the WSA's northern edge.
Elevations range from 4,458 feet to 5,758 feet.

Several species of wildlife, including elk, deer, coyote, birds of prey,
and upland pame, are found in the WSA.
Land Status

The Little City of Rocks WSA contains 5,875 acres of public land. There

is a 640-acre State inholding within the WSA.

Wilderness Values

Naturalness

The Little City of Rocks appears essentially natural. Two ways extend
into the WSA for a total of 1.4 miles; both receive light use. Several tracks
from trailbike use can be seen within the WSA. These ways and tracks would
revegetate if vehicle use was curtailed. These imprints are widely scattered
and do not detract appreciably from the naturalness of the WSA.

The Schooler Creek Reservoir, outside the WSA's eastern boundary, is a
small earthen-dam reservoir constructed in the late 1930s or early 1940s. The
reservoir retention dam is covered with brush and is almost unnoticeable.

Two developments adjacent to the WSA have a slight effect on perceptions
of naturalness within the area. State Highway 46 parallels the eastern bound-
ary of the WSA. Although a high bluff along the eastern edge of the area
screens the sights and sounds of the highway from most of the WSA, the portion
of the area between the bluffs and the eastern boundary (approximately 15 per-
cent of the total WSA) is slightly affected by the presence of the highway.
Outside the WSA's northeast corner, a circular gravel pit has been developed.
At present, the gravel pit is not being used. Topography screens the pit from
most of the WSA.

Solitude

Throughout portions of the WSA, opportunities for solitude are outstanding.
Topography, the WSA's boundary configuration, and some vegetative screening
combine to provide an opportunity for a limited number of visitors to avoid
the sights and sounds of other visitors within the WSA. Topography includes
two major types: (1) rolling sagebrush plain surrounded by basalt bluffs, and
(2) canyons rimmed with aggregations of tall, eroded columns of voleanic tuff.
The rock formations and basalt bluffs allow visitors to disperse and enjoy
seclusion in the canyons. The sagebrush plain provides a lower quality of
solitude since visitors can see each other for a greater distance.
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A sliver of land between the basalt bluffs and the eastern boundary of the
WSA (approximately 15 percent of the WSA) is part of a flat plain with little
topographic or vegetative screening. Visitors to this portion of the WSA would
find little opportunity for solitude.

Primitive and Unconfined Recreation

The Little City of Rocks WSA offers a diversity of primitive recreation
opportunities. Among the most prominent of these are photography, camping,
and nature study. Although the size of the WSA limits extensive hiking, the
WSA offers high-quality opportunities for day or overnight hikes. The area's
unusual geologic features are a common destination point for recreationists.

Special Features

Cultural sites with associated petroglyphs are located within the WSA.

Several raptors, including the golden eagle, prairie falcon, great horned
owl and red-tailed hawk, nest within the WSA.

Spectacular landforms occur within the drainages and include columns,

hoodoos, arches, and monoliths. These landforms display weathering processes
and structural anomalies that are picturesque and unusual.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Resources

Moderate ORV use, approximately 1,500 visitor days annually, occurs
throughout the WsA, including motorcycles, snowmobiles, and four-wheel drive
vehicles. Most activity, except for winter snowmobile use, takes place in the
spring and fall when higher elevation areas outside the WSA are unsuitable.

Mineral Resources

Except for the State land inholding, all surface and mineral estates in
the WSA are in Federal ownership and are open to mineral entry.

The Little City of Rocks WSA is classified as being prospectively valuable
for oil and gas resources. The area has moderate to high potential for low
temperature geothermal resources and low to moderate potential for high tem-
perature geothermal resources. These classifications are based on favorable
geology and other factors (Fernette 1983).

Based on the unfavorable geologic environment, the WSA is classified as
having low potential for other leasable minerals. There are no mineral leases
in the wWsA.

The WSA is classified as having low potential for locatable mineral

resources. This classification is based on the geology and absence of mining
claims and historic activity. There are no mining claims in the WSA.
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Building stone occurs in limited quantities within the Little City of Rocks
WSA. This material has produced little interest and no known sales. It is
limited in quantity, is relatively inaccessible, and adequate sources of
similar building stone are available in other locations. There are no other
known saleable minerals within Little City of Rocks WSA.

Livestock Grazing

The entire WSA is currently allotted for livestock grazing and is classi-
fied as suitable for livestock grazing. The Little City of Rocks WSA is
located within the Flat Top Pasture of the North Gooding Allotment. The North
Gooding Allotment provides 3,750 animal unit months (AUMs) of forage for seven
sheep operations. Approximately 640 of the total AUMs have been allocated
from the portion of the allotment that lies within the boundaries of the WSA.

Sheep grazing is allowed in the WSA on an annual basis during the spring
and fall. The established season of use for sheep grazing in the allotment is
April 16 through June 15 and October 16 through December 15. The limited
access for movement of the horse-drawn camp wagons used by sheep herders limits
sheep grazing. As a result, sheep grazing within the WSA occurs along the
same traditional access routes each year.

Table 3-2 shows the WSA's ecological condition.

TABLE 3-2

LITTLE CITY OF ROCKS WSA
ECOLOGICAL CONDITION CLASS

Acres
Poor | Fair | Good | Excellent | Seeded | Total

0 3,644 2,231 0 0 5,875

The major perennial water sources located within the WSA are the springs
and seeps located along Schooler Creek and in a few steep canyons in the
northern portion of the WSA.

Schooler Creek Reservoir was constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps
in the late 1930s or early 1940s. It is a small earthen-dam reservoir outside
the WSA's eastern boundary. The dam is breached and no longer holds water.

Although no additional range developments are planned within the WSA, a
rotation grazing system is to be implemented when funding becomes available to
install the water developments outside the WSA necessary to implement the
system.
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BLACK CANYON WSA (ID-54-6)

General Characteristics

The WSA is bounded on the east by the Little City of Rocks WSA and on the
west by the Gooding City of Rocks East WSA (see Map 2). This WSA exhibits
geologic and landform characteristics similar to Little City of Rocks, although
they are not as spectacular. Tt lies within the Mount Bennett Hills, a rolling
belt of foothills between the Sawtooth Mountains to the north and the Snake
River Plains to the south. Most of the WSA is a flat prairie which rises
gently to the north. 1In the central portion of the WSA, Black Canyon and East
Black Canyon come to within one-third mile of each other, leaving a narrow
strip of prairie table top between them. The WSA's northern half is composed
of rolling hills broken by large and small canyons. The west edge of the WSA
has unusual rock formations of weathered rhyolite. Elevations range from 4,360
to 5,484 feet.

The dominant vegetation is sagebrush and grasses. There are some pockets
of willow and shrubs along some of the intermittent drainages.

Several species of wildlife including elk, deer, antelope, coyotes, birds
of prey, upland game birds, and some black bear are found in the WsA.
Land Status

Black Canyon WSA contains 10,371 acres of public land and a 640-acre State

inholding.

Wilderness Values

Naturalness

Approximately 7.5 miles of three-strand barbed-wire fence is located in

the WSA. The impact from this fencing is very localized and does not have a
significant effect on naturalness. Chemical brush control treatments in the
northern part of the WSA are only slightly noticeable from ground level
because of the re-establishment of brush and other vegetation on the sprayed
areas. Rock Spring, in the southern part of the WSA along Black Canyon, was
developed in the late 1940s. Tt is screened from most of the WSA and has no
significant impact on the area's natural character.

Although evidence of human activity is present at several locations within
the WSA, it has little impact on the overall naturalness of the WSA.
Solitude

Outstanding opportunities for solitude exist within the two main canyons

in the WSA. The rock towers and numerous side canyons provide screening
between visitors and allow several visitors to be in the area without
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encountering one another. The broad sloping plain that occupies the majority
of the WSA also provides opportunities for solitude, but the quality of soli-
tude would be less if many visitors were in that portion of the WSA because of
the scarcity of topographic or vegetative screening.

Outside sights of agricultural and community land patterns are visible
from many portions of the WSA. These developments are located at a distance
and do not detract significantly from a feeling of solitude.

Primitive and Unconfined Recreation
The Black Canyon WSA offers a diversity of primitive recreation opportun-

ities. Among the most prominent of these are hiking, camping, and nature
study. The WSA also offers opportunities for hunting big game.

Special Features

Eight cultural sites have been recorded in the WSA. Rock structures and
petroglyphs are found in the central part of the WSA.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

ORV use is estimated at approximately 200 visitor days annually and
generally occurs during the spring and fall. Snowmobilers use the area during
winter. Use of this area in the early spring and late fall is important to
motorcyclists and four-wheel drive operators when higher elevation areas in
the national forests are generally not suited for travel.

Mineral Resources

Except for the State land inholding, all surface and mineral estates in
the WSA are in Federal ownership and are open to mineral entry.

The Black Canyon WSA is classified as being prospectively valuable for oil
and gas resources. The area has moderate to high potential for low temperature
geothermal resources and low to moderate potential for high temperature geo-
thermal resources. These classifications are based on favorable geology and
other factors (Fernette 1983).

The WSA is classified as having low potential for other leasable minerals
based on the unfavorable geologic environment. There are no mineral leases in
the WsaA.

The WSA is classified as having low potential for locatable mineral
resources. This classification is based on the geology and absence of mining

claims and historic activity. There are no mining claims in the WSA.

Building stone occurs in limited quantities within the Black Canyon WSA.
This material has produced little interest and no known sales. Tt is limited
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in quantity, is relatively inaccessible, and adequate sources of similar
building stone are available in other locations. There are no other known
saleable minerals within the Black Canyon WSA.

Livestock Grazing

The entire WSA is currently allotted for livestock grazing. Ninety-nine
percent (10,275 acres) of the WSA has been classified as suitable for livestock
grazing. Black Canyon WSA is situated within the northern portion of the North
Gooding and Black Canyon grazing allotments.

The North Gooding Allotment provides 3,750 AUMs of forage for seven sheep
operations. Approximately 425 AUMs have been allocated to permittees from
that portion of the WSA which lies within the North Gooding Allotment. Sheep
grazing in the North Gooding Allotment is allowed during the spring and fall
on an annual basis. The established season of use for sheep grazing in the
allotment is April 16 through June 15 and October 16 through December 15. A
rotation grazing system is planned but cannot be implemented until necessary
range developments planned outside the WSA are completed.

The public lands in the Black Canyon Allotment provide approximately 3,966
AUMs of livestock forage for fourteen cow/calf operations. Approximately 135
AUMs have been allocated to permittees from that part of the WSA which is
situated within the boundaries of the Black Canyon Allotment. Cattle grazing
in the Black Canyon Allotment occurs from April 16 through August 31.

At the present time there are approximately 7.5 miles of three-strand
barbed wire fencing located within the WSA. The majority of this fencing was
installed in 1958 to divide the Black Canyon Cattle Allotment from the North
Gooding Sheep Allotment. Rock Spring was developed in 1949 to provide water
for livestock grazing. In 1966 the extreme northern portion of the WSA was
strip sprayed in alternate 100 foot swaths to control big sagebrush. Listed
below are all recorded range developments within the WSA (see Map 12).

Gooding Unit Protective Fence T. 3 S., R. 14 E., Sections 34 and 35
City of Rocks Division Fence T, 3 S., R. 14 E., Section 23
Gooding Allotment Fence T. 3 S., R. 14 E., Sections 11, 14, 23,
26, and 35
T. 4 S., R. 14 E., Section 2
Rock Spring T. 3 S., R. 14 E., Section 35
Gooding Sheep Brush Spray T. 3 S., R. 14 E., Section 12
T. 3 S., R. 15 E., Sections 7 and 8
Gooding Cattle Brush Spray T. 3 8., R. 14 E., Section 11
Upper Bench Reservoir T. 3 S., R. 14 E., Section 35
Bull Spring T. 3 S., R. 15 E., Section 7
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Table 3-3 shows the WSA's ecological condition.

TABLE 3-3

BLACK CANYON WsA
ECOLOGICAL CONDITION CLASS

Acres
Poor | Fair | Good | Excellent | Seeded ] Total

3,357 6,165 849 0 0 10,371

The major perennial water sources within the WSA are provided by numerous
small springs and seeps found along the deeper canyons within the WSA. Some
of the larger drainages, especially East Fork Black Canyon Creek, contain
natural ponds which hold water through most of the summer.

Along some stretches of the deeper canyons livestock access may be limited
but livestock distribution is relatively uniform throughout the wsa, especially
in that part within the North Gooding Allotment.

Additional range developments planned for the WSA include one reservoir
(less than 1/3 acre) in the western portion of the WSA (see Map 12).

GOODING GCITY OF ROCKS EAST WSA (ID-54-8a)

General Characteristics

The WSA is bounded on the west by Gooding City of Rocks West WSA and on
the east by Black Canyon WSA (see Map 2). Tt lies within the Mount Bennett
Hills, a rolling belt of foothills between the Sawtooth Mountains to the north
and the Snake River Plains to the south. The southeastern portion of the Wsa
is composed of a series of deep canyons carved into rhyolite. Throughout these
canyons are rhyolite columns which rise over 100 feet into the air. This area
is known as the City of Rocks. Dry Creek Canyon, on the western side of the
City of Rocks, has a perennial stream within it. The northern portion of the
WSA is a rolling prairie dissected by several intermittent stream drainages.
Several basalt bluffs dominate portions of the prairie landscape.

The WSA's dominant vegetation is sagebrush and annual and perennial
grasses. More shaded sections of the canyons support pockets of willows,
aspen, cottonwood, service berry, and chokecherry.

Wildlife species within the WSA include elk, deer, coyotes, bear, birds of

prey, and upland game birds. A population of cutthroat trout live in Dry
Creek.
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Land Status

Gooding GCity of Rocks East WSA contains 14,743 acres of public land. There
are no State or private inholdings within the WSA.

Wilderness Values

Naturalness

Four ways, totaling 3.4 miles, are found within the WSA. If vehicle use
was eliminated or restricted, they would return to a natural condition. Other
imprints within the WSA are all range developments. These developments include
fences, spring developments, and the Connet Erosion Control Dam. These devel-
opments are substantially unnoticeable in the WSA as a whole.

Three brush treatment areas are located in an 1,800-acre part of the WSA.
They do not constitute a noticeable imprint at present, and as time passes the
impacts will be completely rehabilitated to an apparently natural condition.

There is potential for separating Round Spring, Connet Spring, Connet
Erosion Control Dam, Connet Protective Fence, and portions of Strike Burn Fence
from the area recommended suitable by excluding the 1,680 acres affected. A
portion of the area of brush treatment could also be excluded. The Coyote
Spring and Holding Field can be separated from the area recommended suitable
by excluding the 10-acre portion that is affected. The northern portion of
Strike Burn Fence could be removed from the area recommended suitable by moving
the boundary 100 to 200 yards east from the WSA western boundary road. The
remaining imprints in the WSA cannot feasibly be excluded because of their
location.

Solitude

The WSA's topography, boundary configuration, and some vegetative screening
combine to provide an outstanding opportunity for visitors to avoid the sights
and sounds of others in the area. The numerous canyons and rhyolite rock
formations in the southern part of the WSA provide excellent topographic
screening. The pillars and hoodoos of various heights and shapes allow visi-
tors a high degree of seclusion and opportunity for solitude. The number of
drainages encourages dispersion of visitor groups. The northern part of the
WSA has rolling hills and buttes which also provide opportunity for solitude
though not as outstanding as the southern part.

In many canyon bottoms, the trees in scattered riparian zones offer vege-
tative screening. Elsewhere, vegetation in the form of grasses and low shrubs
provides little screening, however, combined with the topography it adds to
the sense of seclusion.

Human activities outside the WSA are visible near the boundary and from

the high points in the WSA. Agricultural and community land patterns can be
seen in the distance from ridges and buttes within the WSA. However, the sight
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of indistinct fields and communities does not detract significantly from the
solitude of the WSA due to the distances involved.

Primitive and Unconfined Recreation

The WSA offers exceptional scenery and a diversity of landforms. Natural
features within the WSA provide outstanding opportunities for photography,
hiking, camping, wildlife observation, and nature study. Opportunities for
horseback riding, fishing, and hunting, as well as many other activities, are
also present within the unit. Excellent subjects for photography include the
myriad brilliantly-colored lichen-encrusted rhyolite pillars, hoodoos, and
arches. The diverse vegetation ranges from sagebrush and grasses on the
plateaus to ferns, mosses, and wildflowers in shaded, rocky canyons. This
diversity offers exceptional opportunities for nature study.

Opportunities are abundant for viewing such species as elk, deer, sage
grouse, raptors, and coyotes. Black bear, bobcat, and mountain quail are
occasionally seen.

Several factors contribute to the WSA's outstanding opportunities for
hiking. The diversity of terrain, the varying degrees of difficulty in
maneuvering through the pillars and along rock-filled drainages, and the
scarcity of water during much of the year combine to provide the recreationist
a high degree of challenge. The northern part of the WSA provides a sense of
wide open space, and also contains archaeological sites of interest to hikers.
The aggregations of rhyolite pillars in the southern portion of the WSA
provide an intimate sense of seclusion along with countless rock-climbing
opportunities.

Primitive camping opportunities are enhanced by the rugged terrain, the
availability of many camping spots among the rock pillars in the southern part
of the WSA, and by open space in the northern part of the WSA. The extreme
high summer temperatures and lack of available drinking and cooking water adds
to the primitiveness of the recreation experience.

Special Features

Cultural sites, some of which have associated petroglyphs, are located in
the WSA. Vitrophyre, an important raw material for flaked stone tools, is
found near some cultural sites.

The nesting sites of several predatory birds are located in the WSA,
providing both photographic and wildlife observation opportunities to
recreationists.

Spectacular landforms occur within the drainages of the WSA. These include

columns, hoodoos, arches, and monoliths. These landforms display weathering
processes and structural anomalies that are picturesque and unusual.
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Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Resources

ORV use is estimated at 150 visitor days annually. Motorcycles and four-
wheel drive vehicles use the area primarily in the spring and fall. Some snow-
mobile use occurs in the winter. Because of the area's unique opportunities
for outdoor recreation and outstanding scenic resources, the WSA is a popular
destination point for ORVs. Generally, these vehicles are used to provide
access to the area rather than for off-road recreation.

Mineral Resources

All mineral estates in Gooding City of Rocks East WSA are in Federal owner-
ship and open to mineral entry.

The Gooding City of Rocks East WSA is classified as being prospectively
valuable for oil and gas resources. The area has moderate to high potential
for low temperature geothermal resources. These classifications are based on
favorable geology and other factors (Fernette 1983).

The WSA is classified as having low potential for other leasable minerals
based on an unfavorable geologic environment. There are no mineral leases in
the WSA. The WSA contains a large deposit of the industrial mineral diatomite.
This deposit is the subject of a report which amends the Phase I GEM Resource
Assessment of the Mount Bennett Hills. The deposits were examined, sampled,
and mapped in August 1984. The results of this examination, as well as exami—
nations by the U.S. Bureau of Mines, indicate a deposit of diatomite along the
southern margin of the WSA. The total deposit within the boundaries of the
Gooding City of Rocks East and West WSAs is estimated to contain 40 million
tons of non-marine diatomite. Of this, an estimated 6 million tons occurs
within the Gooding City of Rocks East WSA. The total deposit of diatomite
within five miles of the WSA is estimated at 400 million tons (U.S. Bureau of
Mines preliminary data). Analysis of the material indicates a wide variation
of quality within the deposit.

Association placer claims for diatomaceous earth are held by two groups of
claimants and cover approximately 440 acres. The claims are in the southwest
corner of the WSA (see Map 13).

The potential for other locatable minerals is low in the WSA. Welded tuff
of the Idavada volcanics suitable for facing stone is present in the WSA.
This platy rock occurs in various locations in the southern half of the area.
However, this material has produced little interest and there have been no
sales.

Livestock Grazing

The entire WSA is currently allotted for livestock grazing. Fifty-nine
percent of the WSA has been classified as suitable for livestock grazing.
This WsA occupies the north-central portion of the Black Canyon Allotment.
About two-thirds of the WSA lies within the Connet Spring and City of Rocks
pastures of the Black Canyon Allotment.
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The public lands within the Black Canyon Allotment provide about 3,966
AUMs of livestock forage. Of this total, approximately 800 AUMs are allocated
to lands in the WSA. The season of use for cattle grazing in the Black Canyon
Allotment begins on April 16 and continues through August 31.

The WSA has numerous canyons running from north to south. These canyons
restrict lateral movement of livestock so animal distribution is generally
confined to the canyon bottoms and the wider ridges between canyons. Much of
the vegetation in the deeper canyons is unavailable for livestock grazing due
to the steepness of the slopes.

Table 3-4 shows the WSA's ecological condition.

TABLE 3-4

GOODING CITY OF ROCKS EAST WSA
ECOLOGICAL CONDITION CLASS

Acres
Poor | Fair | Good | Excellent | Seeded | Total

9,911 3,786 1,046 0 0 14,743

Within the WSA water is generally abundant and available for livestock use
during the early part of the grazing season with many of the creeks and drain-
ages carrying spring runoff down from higher elevations. As the season
progresses, many of these creeks and drainages dry up and the livestock are
forced to move to areas with permanent water developments where water is
available throughout the entire grazing season.

Numerous range developments have been installed within the WSA, including
fencing, spring developments, and a livestock holding field. Several areas
have been chemically treated for brush control. These range developments and
brush treatments are listed below (see Map 13).

Strike Burn Fence T. 3 S., R. 14 E., Sections 7, 18, 19, 30,
and 31

City of Rocks Division Fence T. 3 S., R. 14 E., Sections 7, 8, 9, 15,
22, and 23

Coyote Springs Holding Field T. 3 S., R. 14 E., Section 23

Connet Protective Fence T. 3 S., R. 14 E., Section 10

Barker Cattle Brush Spray T. 3S., R. 14 E., Sections 4 and 9

Gooding Cattle Brush Spray T. 3 S., R. 14 E., Sections 3, 10, and 11

Gooding Cattle Brush Spray #2 T. 3 S., R. 14 E., Sections 10, 11, 14, and 15

Coyote Spring T, 3 8., R. 14 E., Section 23

—62—




Davis Mountain Fence T. 4 8. 14 E., Section 6 and
T. 4 §., R. 13 E., Section 1

7]
o)

Connet Spring T. 3 8., R. 14 E., Section 10
Round Spring T. 3 8., R. 14 E., Section 4

Bowman Spring T. 3 S., R. 14 E., Section 18
Connet Erosion GControl Dam T. 3 S., R. 14 E., Section 10

Additional range developments planned within the WSA include 320 acres of
prescribed burning and one spring development (see Map 13).

GOODING CITY OF ROCKS WEST WSA (ID-54-8b)

General Characteristics

The Gooding City of Rocks West WSA is bordered on the east by Gooding City
of Rocks East WSA (see Map 2). It lies within the Mount Bennett Hills, a
rolling belt of foothills between the Sawtooth Mountains to the north and the
Snake River Plains to the south.

The WSA is generally a gently sloping prairie cut by the East Fork of
Clover Creek, Gatchall Creek, and other unnamed drainages. Several basalt
bluffs dominate this area. Elevations range from 4,080 to 5,616 feet.

The dominant vegetation is sagebrush and grasses. Shaded canyons support
pockets of willows, aspen, cottonwood, serviceberry, and chokecherry.

Several species of wildlife including elk, deer, coyotes, bear, birds of
prey, and upland game are found within the WSA.

Land Status
Gooding City of Rocks West contains 6,287 acres of public land. There are

no State or private inholdings within the WSA.

Wilderness Values

Naturalness

The only imprints on naturalness in this WSA are a portion of the Strike
Burn Fire Seeding, mining claim markers, and old vehicle ways. The seeding
was an aerial seeding that has had virtually no impact on the naturalness of
the unit. The few mining claim markers do not affect the naturalness of the
WSA. The ways are not noticeable outside of the immediate area because of
vegetation screening. :
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Solitude

The WSA's topography, boundary configuration, and some vegetative screening
combine to provide ample opportunity for visitors to avoid the sights and
sounds of other visitors within the WSA. The numerous canyons and rhyolite
rock formations in the southern part of the WSA provide excellent topographic
screening. The pillars and hoodoos of various heights and shapes allow visi-
tors a high degree of seclusion and opportunity for solitude. The number of
drainages encourages dispersion of visitor groups. The northern part of the
WSA has rolling hills and buttes which also provide solitude though opportun-
ities are not as outstanding as in the southern part.

In many canyon bottoms, scattered riparian zones offer vegetative
screening. Elsewhere, vegetation in the form of grasses and low shrubs
provides little screening; however, combined with the area's topography it
adds to the sense of seclusion.

Recreationists' solitude is generally not encroached upon by livestock
operations in the steep, boulder-strewn, twisting drainages in the southern
rart of the WSA, since these areas are usually dry by early summer and are not
favored by operators. Livestock do frequent the flatter northern and north-
eastern parts of the WSAs, especially near the springs. The animals and
operators are present only periodically during the year and in relatively few
numbers.

Human activities outside the WSA are visible near the WSA's boundary and
from high points within the area. A patchwork of fields, farms, and the
community of Gooding can be seen in the distance from ridges and buttes within
the WSA. However, these outside sights and sounds do not significantly affect
the WSA due to the distances involved.

Primitive and Unconfined Recreation

The WSA offers exceptional scenery and a diversity of landforms. Natural
features within the WSA provide outstanding opportunities for photography,
hiking, camping, wildlife observation, and nature study. Opportunities for
horseback riding, fishing, and hunting, as well as many other activities, are
also present within the area. Subjects for photography include the myriad
brilliantly-colored lichen-encrusted rhyolite pillars, hoodoos, and arches.
The diverse vegetation ranges from sagebrush and grasses on the plateaus to
ferns, mosses, and wildflowers in shaded, rocky canyons. This diversity
offers exceptional opportunities for nature study.

Opportunities are abundant for viewing such species as elk, deer, sage
grouse, raptors, and coyotes. Black bear, bobcat, and mountain quail are
occasionally seen.

Several factors contribute to the WSAs' outstanding opportunities for
hiking. The diversity of terrain, the varying degrees of difficulty in
maneuvering through the pillars and along rock-filled drainages, and the
scarcity of water during much of the year combine to provide the recreationist
a high degree of challenge. The northern part of the WSA provides a sense of
wide open space and also contains cultural sites of interest to hikers. The
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aggregations of rhyolite pillars in the southern part of the WSA provide an
intimate sense of seclusion along with countless rock-climbing opportunities.

Primitive camping opportunities are enhanced by the rugged terrain of the
WSA, the availability of many camping spots among the rock pillars in the
southern part and by open space in the northern part of the WSA. The extreme
high summer temperatures and lack of available drinking and cooking water adds
to the primitiveness of the recreation experience.

Special Features

Cultural sites with associated petroglyphs are located in the WSA.
Vitrophyre, an important raw material for flaked stone tools, is found near
some cultural sites.

The nesting sites of several birds of prey are located in the WSA,
providing both photographic and wildlife observation opportunities to
recreationists.

Spectacular landforms occur within the drainages of the WSA. These include

columns, hoodoos, arches, and monoliths. These landforms display weathering
processes and structural anomalies that are picturesque and unusual.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Resources

ORV use is estimated at 50 visitor days annually. Motorcycles and four-
wheel drive vehicles use the area primarily in the spring and fall. Some
snowmobile use occurs in the winter.

Mineral Resources

All mineral estates in Gooding City of Rocks West WSA are in federal owner-
ship and open to mineral entry.

The Gooding City of Rocks West WSA is classified as being prospectively
valuable for oil and gas resources. The area has moderate to high potential
for low temperature geothermal resources. These classifications are based on
favorable geology and other factors (Fernette 1983).

The WSA is classified as having low potential for other leasable minerals
based on an unfavorable geologic environment. There are no mineral leases in
the WSA.

The WSA contains a deposit of the industrial mineral, diatomite. This
deposit is the subject of a report which amends the Phase I GEM Resource
Assessment of the Mount Bennett Hills. The deposits were examined, sampled,
and mapped in August 1984. The results of this examination, as well as exami-
nations by the U.S. Bureau of Mines, indicate a deposit of diatomite which
lies along the western margin of the WSA. The total deposit within the bound-
aries of the Gooding City of Rocks East and West WSAs is estimated to contain
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40 million tons of non-marine diatomite. Of this, an estimated 34 million
tons occurs within the Gooding City of Rocks West WSA. The total deposit of
diatomite within five miles of the WSA is estimated at 400 million tons (U.S.
Bureau of Mines preliminary data). Analysis of the material indicates a wide
variation of quality within the deposit.

Association placer claims for diatomaceous earth are held by two group of
claimants and cover approximately 2,260 acres. The claims are in the western
one-third of the WSA (see Map 14).

The potential for other locatable minerals is low in the WSA. Welded tuff
of the Idavada volcanics suitable for facing stone is present in the WSA. This
platy rock occurs in various locations in the southern half of the area. How-—
ever, this material has produced little interest and there have been no sales.

Livestock Grazing

The entire WSA is currently allotted for livestock grazing. Ninety-three
percent (5,816 acres) of the WSA has been classified as suitable for livestock
grazing. This WSA includes part of the Davis Mountain Cattle Allotment and
provides 600 AUMs of livestock grazing. Cattle grazing occurs from April 20
through July 20 and from September 25 through November 25. Sheep grazing

usually occurs from May 1 through June 10 and from November 1 through December
15,

The WSA has numerous canyons running from north to south. These canyons
restrict lateral movement of livestock so animal distribution is generally
confined to the canyon bottoms and the wider ridges between canyons. Some of

the vegetation in the deeper canyons is unavailable for livestock grazing due
to the steepness of the slopes.

Table 3-5 shows the WSA's ecological condition.

TABLE 3-5

GOODING CITY OF ROCKS WEST WSA
ECOLOGICAL CONDITION CLASS

Acres
Poor | Fair | Good | Excellent | Seeded | Total

4,163 1,469 655 0 0 6,287

Within the WSA, water is generally abundant and available for livestock use
during the early part of the grazing season with many of the creeks and drain-
ages carrying spring runoff down from higher elevations. As the season
progresses, many of these creeks and drainages dry up and the livestock are
forced to move to areas with permanent water developments where water is avail-
able throughout the entire grazing season.
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The only range project of record in the WSA is the Strike Burn Fire Seeding
which occurred in 1959. The project was initiated to replace vegetative cover
which was destroyed by wildfire. Remnant stands of crested wheatgrass are
still scattered throughout the seeded area. Numerous native species have
re-established on the burn area.

Additional range developments planned within the WSA include 1,320 acres
of prescribed burning, one spring development, and two reservoirs less than
1/3 of an acre each (see Map 14).

DEER CREEK WSA (ID-54-10)

General Characteristics

Deer Creek WSA is located approximately two miles west of the Gooding City
of Rocks West WSA (see Map 2). The WSA is located in the Mount Bennett Hills,
a rolling belt of foothills between the Sawtooth Mountains to the north and
the Snake River Plains to the south. The WSA is southwest of Davis Mountain,
one of the highest points in the Bennett Hills.

The WSA is dominated by a series of steep hills with Cottonwood Creek, Deer
Creek, and unnamed drainages cutting between them. Rhyolite and basalt out-
crops dominate the tops of many of the hills. Elevations range from 4,920 to
6,560 feet.

The dominant vegetation of the WSA is sagebrush and grasses. The higher
elevations have scattered stands of aspens, tobacco brush, Indian paintbrush,
and lupine.

Several species of wildlife including elk, deer, bear, coyotes, birds of
prey, and upland game birds are found in the WSA.

Land Status

The Deer Creek WSA contains 7,487 acres of public land. There is one 640-
acre State inholding in the WSA.

Wilderness Values

Naturalness

This WSA appears natural. Short sections of drift fences, a spring devel-
opment, and two short ways, with a total length of 1/2 mile, are the only
imprints of man in the WSA. The drift fences and spring development are very
localized imprints and have no significant affect on the WSA's naturalness.
The ways would eventually return to a natural condition if use was eliminated.
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Solitude

The WSA offers outstanding opportunities for solitude. The quality of
solitude in the WSA would depend largely on the number of users in the WSA at
one time. If use increased from present levels, it would be hard to avoid the
sights and sounds of other users. Although the canyons within the WSA provide
topographic screening, a large number of visitors could exceed the capability
of these canyons to screen visitors from one another. Aspen groves in the
WSA's northern portion provide screening, but most of the WSA is brush covered
and has little vegetative screening.

Primitive and Unconfined Recreation
The outstanding primitive and unconfined recreation opportunities in this
WSA are based on the diversity of activities available, including hiking,

nature study, photography, and hunting. The variety of environments provide
visual interest for both the hiker and those involved in nature study.

Special Features

Nesting sites for raptors are found in the WSA.

Recreational QOff-Road Vehicle Resources

ORV use is estimated at under 100 visitor days annually. Motorcycles and
four-wheel drive vehicles account for most of the use, which occurs primarily
in the late spring and fall. Some snowmobile use also occurs.

Mineral Resources

Except for the State land inholding, all surface and mineral estates in
the WSA are in Federal ownership and are open to mineral entry.

The Deer Creek WSA is classified as prospectively valuable for oil and gas
(Fernette 1983). It is classified as having moderate potential for low temper-
ature geothermal resources.

The WSA is classified as having low potential for other leasable minerals
based on an unfavorable geologic environment (Fernette 1983). There are no
mineral leases within the WSA.

The entire area is classified as having low potential for metallic mineral
resources based on an unfavorable geologic environment. It is classified as
having moderate potential for diatomite deposits based on the presence of the
Banbury sediments underlying the WSA (Fernette 1983). There are no mining
claims in the WSA.

Based on field observations, the area is classified as having low potential
for saleable materials.
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Livestock Grazing

The entire WSA is currently allotted for livestock grazing. Sixty-five
percent (4,892 acres) of the WSA has been classified as suitable for livestock
grazing. The WSA provides 1,193 AUMs of livestock grazing for sheep and
cattle. The season of use for cattle grazing is April 20 through July 20 and
from September 25 through November 25. Sheep grazing normally occurs from May
1 through June 10 and from November 1 through December 15.

Table 3-6 shows the WSA's ecological condition.

TABLE 3-6

DEER CREEK WSA
ECOLOGICAL CONDITION CLASS

Acres
Poor | Fair | Good | Excellent | Seeded | Total

336 7,151 0 0 0 7,487

Range developments within the WSA include about 4.5 miles of fencing, which
was installed to control or confine livestock movements, and Deer Creek Spring,
which was developed in 1941 to provide additional water for livestock grazing
(see Map 15).

Water sources within the WSA are numerous with developed and undeveloped
springs and seeps. Clover Creek, which borders the WSA along the south and
west, is a dependable source of water for livestock use through the entire
grazing season. Because water is relatively abundant within the WSA, livestock
are uniformally distributed.

Additional range developments planned within the WSA include one reservoir
(less than 1/3 acre), two miles of gap fencing, and 750 acres of brush control
through spraying or controlled burning. :

LAVA WSA (ID-56-2)

General Characteristics

The Lava WSA is located on a flat plain just northwest of Shoshone, Idaho.
The majority of the WSA is a lava flow that contains many examples of pressure
ridges and ropey lava.

The dominant vegetation is sagebrush and grasses. There are small shrubs
which resemble ferns in shaded portions of the WSA and many lichens of differ—

ent colors on the exposed surfaces of the lava.

Several species of wildlife including deer, coyotes, and sage grouse are
found within the WSA.
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Land Status

The Lava WSA contains 23,680 acres of public land. There is a 640-acre
State land inholding.

Wilderness Values

Naturalness

Seven ways covering a total of 10.8 miles are present in the WSA. Many of
these are extremely faint and receive little vehicle use from year to year.
One way is used regularly to place livestock salt in the WSA. If vehicular
use were restricted or eliminated, the ways would eventually revegetate and
disappear. The ways are well screened by brush and most are not visible when
viewed from a few feet away. They do not noticeably affect the naturalness of
the WSA. The pipelines and corrals within the WSA do detract from the local
area's naturalness.

Natural stream channels along the east and west boundaries of the WSA have
been used as part of a canal system. No manmade structures have been built in
these streambeds, but the water level is controlled and fluctuates greatly.

Solitude

The WSA offers outstanding opportunities for solitude, primarily because
of its relatively large size. Although the topography is basically flat, some
topographic relief is provided by the lava flows in the WSA. However, the
lack of good screening lessens opportunities for solitude if several users are
in the same part of the WSA.

Agricultural land is adjacent to the WSA along large sections of the west-
ern and southeastern boundary. Activities on this land can be seen and heard
from several places within the WSA. The sites and sounds of agricultural
activity adjacent to the WSA are not overwhelming, but they do detract from a
feeling of solitude. A railroad track runs along the southeastern boundary.
This railroad track is currently being removed and the right-of-way will be
abandoned in the future.

Primitive and Unconfined Recreation

The WSA provides a diversity of primitive recreation opportunities.
Prominent among these are photography, hiking, camping, and nature study. Some
lava tubes within the WSA are available for exploring and study. The rugged
terrain and harsh conditions enhance the challenge of hiking and camping
activities. However, the lack of destinations may diminish the quality of
these opportunities for some users.
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Special Features

The lava flows that dominate the WSA offer opportunities to study the
geology of volcanic formations. The primary succession of plants on lava
flows can also be observed.

A nesting site for the burrowing owl, a sensitive species in Idaho, is
located in the WSA.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Resources

Motorcycles and four-wheel drive vehicles occasionally use several ways
within the WSA. Approximately 100 visitor days of recreational ORV use occurs
annually in the WSA.

Mineral Resources

Except for the State land inholding, all surface and mineral estates in
the WSA are in Federal ownership and are open to mineral entry.

The Lava WSA is considered prospectively valuable for both oil and gas and
geothermal resources. The entire WSA has a low to moderate favorability for
low to intermediate temperature geothermal resources based on limited well data
and by analogy with surrounding areas.

The WSA is classified as having low potential for other leasable minerals
based on an unfavorable geologic environment (Frederickson and Fernette 1983).
There are no mineral leases within the WSA.

The WSA is classified as unfavorable for locatable mineral resources based
on unfavorable geologic environment. There are no mining claims within the
WSA.

Veneer basalt of building stone quality occurs on the northern edge of the
WSA and probably occurs elsewhere in the area. It has been exploited by tres-
pass. There have been no sales of building stone within the WSA.

Livestock Grazing

The entire WSA is currently allotted for livestock grazing. Fifty-five
percent (13,103 acres) of the WSA has been classified as suitable for livestock
grazing. The public lands within the WSA provide approximately 1,828 AUMs of
livestock forage for 12 cattle operations. The entire allotment is grazed as
a single unit on an annual basis. The season of use begins on April 16 and
continues through September 30.

The only range developments within the WSA are one-half mile of fence, the
Freeman Corrals installed in 1956, and a pipeline constructed in 1972.

The majority of the allotment contains a rough, broken lava flow which
forms a natural barrier that excludes livestock grazing. As a result, the
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grazing use is concentrated on those small areas of productive so0il which are
accessible to livestock.

Table 3-7 shows the WSA's ecological condition.

TABLE 3-7

LAVA WSA
ECOLOGICAL CONDITION CLASS

Acres
Poor | Fair | Good | Excellent | Seeded | Total

16,667 5,622 0 0 1,391 23,680

Additional range developments planned within the WSA include reconstruction
of one mile of pipeline, one mile of new pipeline, a drinking trough, two miles

of gap fencing, and 2,200 acres of brush control through prescribed burning or
plowing and reseeding.
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CHAPTER 4

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

FRIEDMAN CREEK WSA (ID-53-5)

Proposed Action (No Wilderness Alternative)

Under the proposed action, the entire 9,773 acres of the Friedman Creek
WSA would be recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the development of
mineral resources and the resulting impacts on wilderness values in the long
term.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

The entire WSA would be recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation
and none of the wilderness values on 9,773 acres would receive the special
legislative protection provided by wilderness designation. The short-term
impact of this action would be negligible, since little development activity
is anticipated in the short term whether or not the area is designated
wilderness.

No development of two existing mining claims in the WSA is anticipated due
to the absence of a known discovery. In the long term however, wilderness
values would be lost as a result of mineral development in the Friedman Creek
and Rough Creek drainages. Analysis of geochemical samples from side drainages
in the Friedman Creek and Rough Creek drainages in the central portion of the
WSA indicate high potential for the discovery of silver and lead-barite ores
within the WSA. For the purpose of this analysis it is assumed that in the
long term there would be one discovery and lode claim located for these mineral
resources in each drainage. Based on similar resources and developments in
areas within five miles of the WSA an estimated 25 acres of surface disturbance
would be associated with developing each claim. The mineral development activ-
ities would include five acres of disturbance caused by the construction of 3
miles of mine access road and 20 acres of disturbance associated with tailings
piles, adits, loading areas and buildings in the vicinity of the lode claim.

The mine access roads would most likely protrude into the WSA from the
western boundary and, because of the area's size and boundary configuration,
the area would be divided into three parcels of approximately 3,200 acres each.

The mineral development activities would be obvious in the WSA's two major
canyons. This is the portion of the WSA that is most likely to be used by the
public. Therefore, the WSA would no longer appear natural to the average
visitor.

Mineral development activities would adversely impact the wilderness value
of solitude. Sights and sounds from traffic and construction related to
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mineral development would lower the quality of solitude in the WSA's major
drainages. Outstanding opportunities for solitude would be lost.

Sights and sounds from recreational of f-road-vehicle use would have an
adverse impact on solitude. However, this impact is expected to be slight
since ORV use is estimated to be less than 100 visitor days annually and is
expected to remain below 1,000 visitor days annually for the next ten years
and the foreseeable future.

Other recreation uses would increase slightly, but would remain at levels
below 1000 visitor days annually for the foreseeable future. This increase
would not significantly impact opportunities for solitude.

No new range developments are planned in the WSA and maintenance activities
would not change. Livestock use would be maintained at the existing level of
1,700 AUMs for the next ten years and beyond. Therefore, grazing facility
maintenance and construction actions would not affect wilderness values in the
WSA.

Conclusion. The Friedman Creek WSA's wilderness values of size, natural-
ness, and outstanding opportunities for solitude would be lost.

Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The WSA would be open to ORV use. Over the long term six miles of mine
access road would be constructed within the WSA making the central portion of
the WSA more accessible to ORV use. Recreational ORV use would remain below
1,000 visitor days annually over the next ten years and the foreseeable future.

Conclusion. Although the area would be more accessible, recreational ORV
use would remain below 1000 visitor days annually. There would be no sig-
nificant impact on recreational ORV use.

Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources

All lands within the WSA would remain open for mineral entry and mineral
leasing. All potential mineral resources would be available for development.
This includes high favorability for occurrence of metallic minerals (Lead,
zine, silver, and copper) and moderate favorability for oil and gas and barite.
Development of the metallic minerals is likely because of high quality depos-
jts. Development of oil and gas is unlikely because of the lack of leases,
exploration, industry interest, the high costs associated with test wells, the
area's inaccessibility and location outside of a known oil and gas province,
and better potential for reserves in other areas.

Because all potential minerals would remain available for development,
there would be no impact to development of potential mineral resources.

Conclusion. Potential mineral resources would be available for develop-
ment. This includes high favorability for metallic minerals and moderate
favorability for oil and gas and barite. There would be no impact on
development of mineral resources in the Friedman Creek WSA.
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Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance and Construction

Maintenance of the existing fence would not change and no new range devel-
opments are planned within the WSA. Therefore, there would be no impact on
grazing facility maintenance or construction.

‘Conclusion. There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance or

construction in the Friedman Creek WSA.

All Wilderness Alternative

Under the All Wilderness Alternative, the entire 9,773 acres of public
land in the Friedman Creek WSA would be recommended suitable for wilderness
designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the mineral withdrawal
and ORV closure in designated wilderness, the resulting effects on mineral
development and recreational ORV use, and the protection of wilderness values.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

Under the All Wilderness Alternative, all 9,773 acres of the Friedman Creek
WSA would be recommended suitable for wilderness designation and all wilderness
values would be protected by legislative mandate. Wilderness values of size,
naturalness, opportunities for solitude, and primitive and unconfined recrea-
tion, and the supplemental features of diversity of wildlife, vegetation, and
topography would be retained in the WSA. Wilderness designation would withdraw
the WSA from mineral entry and development of two mines would not occur.

Wilderness designation would close the entire 9,773-acre Friedman Creek
WSA to all forms of recreational ORV use. Although encounters between ORV
users and others are infrequent at the current use levels, the elimination of
ORV use would enhance opportunities for solitude. The improvement in the
area's naturalness as a result of ORV closure would be marginal since the
existing level of use is quite low.

Livestock grazing and range management actions would not affect wilderness
values in the WSA because no new range developments are planned in the WSA and
maintenance activities would not change.

Acquisition of eight 40-acre private land inholdings and one 40-acre State
land inholding would affect the wilderness values of naturalness and solitude
by eliminating the possibility of non-wilderness uses.

Conclusion. All wilderness values would receive long-term Congressional

protection. Wilderness values would be slightly enhanced on all 9,773

acres of the Friedman Creek WSA.

Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use
Wilderness designation would close the entire 9,773-acre Friedman Creek WSA

to all forms of recreational ORV use. Recreational ORV use of approximately
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100 visitor days would be eliminated annually from the WSA. Public land that
offers similar or superior opportunities for recreational ORV use is located
throughout the region. Therefore, recreational ORV use forgone in the WSA
would be absorbed on surrounding public lands.

Conclusion. Recreational ORV use of 100 visitor days would be forgone
annually. The impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be
negligible.

Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources

All lands within the Friedman Creek WSA would be withdrawn from all forms
of mineral entry and mineral leasing. Development of potential mineral re-
sources would be forgone. This includes high favorability for metallic
minerals (lead, zinc, silver, and copper) and moderate favorability for oil
and gas and barite. It is assumed that production sufficient to support
commercial development of the metallic mineral resources would be forgone.
This commercial development forgone would be insignificant in the local
economy .

Conclusion. Development of potential mineral resources would be forgone.

This includes high favorability for metallic minerals and moderate favor-
ability for oil and gas and barite.

Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance and Construction

Maintenance of the existing fence would not change and no new range devel-
opments are planned within the WSA. Therefore, there would be no impacts on
grazing facility maintenance or construction.

Conclusion. There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance or

construction.

LITTLE CITY OF ROCKS WSA (ID-54-5)

Proposed Action (No Wilderness Alternative)

Under the proposed action, the entire 5,875 acres of public land in the
Little City of Rocks WSA would be recommended nonsuitable for wilderness
designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the effects of recre-
ational ORV use on wilderness values.
Impacts on Wilderness Values

The entire WSA would be recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation

and none of the wilderness values on 5,875 acres would receive the special
legislative protection provided by wilderness designation. The short-term
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impact of this action would be negligible, since little development activity
of any kind is anticipated in the near future whether or not the area is
designated wilderness.

However, the lands within the WSA would be open for ORV use and increasing
ORV use would effect wilderness values in the long term. Recreational ORV use
levels are approximately 1,500 visitor days annually. Over the next ten years,
ORV use would reach 2,500 annually. The trend would continue to increase, but
use would not exceed 5,000 visitor days annually. The existing 1.4 miles of
vehicle ways and five miles of trailbike tracks that extend into the WSA along
the main drainage from the southern boundary would be maintained by existing
use. Increased use in the future would result in a conversion of the trailbike
tracks to well marked trails and five more miles of poorly defined trailbike
tracks would be established by increased use along the main drainage in the
central part of the WSA. The area's naturalness would be degraded in these
areas as a result of surface disturbance. The perception of naturalness would
be adversely affected and essentially lost in areas of concentrated use.
Recreational ORV use would degrade the area's naturalness and reduce opportun-
ities for solitude in areas of concentrated use. This degradation would be
significant locally, but would be insignificant statewide.

Livestock and range actions and mineral resources actions would not affect
wilderness values in the WSA.

Conclusion. The WSA's naturalness would be lost in areas of concentrated
ORV use. Recreational ORV use would also reduce opportunities for
solitude.

Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

Over the next ten years, ORV use would reach 2,500 annually. The trend
would continue to increase, but use would not exceed 5,000 visitor days
annually. Because recreational ORV use would continue to increase, there
would be no impact on recreational ORV use.

Conclusion. There would be no impact to recreational ORV use.

Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources

All lands within the Little City of Rocks WSA would remain open for mineral
entry and leasing. All potential mineral resources would be available for
development. This includes moderate to high potential for low temperature
geothermal resources and low potential for other mineral resources. Develop-
ment of these resources is unlikely because higher potential exists in more
accessible locations outside the WSA.

Because all potential mineral resources would remain available for develop-
ment, there would be no impact to development of potential mineral resources.

Conclusion. Potential mineral resources would be available for develop-
ment. This includes moderate to high potential for low temperature
geothermal resources. There would be no impact on development of mineral
resources.
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Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance and Construction

No livestock or range management facilities are located within the WSA and
none are planned. Therefore, there would be no impact on grazing facility
maintenance and construction.

Conclusion. There would be no impacts on grazing facility maintenance and

construction.

All Wilderness Alternative

Under the All Wilderness Alternative, the entire 5,875 acres of the Little
City of Rocks WSA would be recommended as suitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the protection of
wilderness values through wilderness designation.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

Under the All Wilderness Alternative, all 5,875 acres of the Little City
of Rocks WSA would be recommended suitable for wilderness designation and all
wilderness values would receive Congressional protection. Wilderness designa-—
tion would eliminate 1,500 visitor days of ORV visitor use annually,

Wilderness values of naturalness and opportunities for solitude would
improve slightly. The supplemental features of outstanding scenery would be
retained in the WSA.

Conclusion. All wilderness values would receive long-term Congressional
protection. All wilderness value would be maintained on all 5,875 acres
of the WSA. Since ORV use would be eliminated, naturalness and oppor-
tunities for solitude would improve slightly.

Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

Wilderness designation would close the entire 5,875-acre Little City of
Rocks WSA to all forms of recreational ORV use. Recreational ORV use of
approximately 1500 visitor days would be eliminated from the WSA annually.

Because of the area's unusual geologic and recreational resources, Little
City of Rocks WSA is a destination for some ORV recreationists. ORVs are used
by this group to provide access to the area's arches, monoliths, hoodoos, and
columns. These recreationists, who use ORVs for access, would have to walk
into the area of geologic interest from the WSA boundary, a distance of one-
half to one mile. Superior resources are available in the Gooding City of
Rocks East WSA.

The remaining ORV recreationists who visit Little City of Rocks WSA for
reasons other than the area's unusual geologic setting will be displaced, but
they will find numerous areas of public land that are open to ORV use and have
equal or superior opportunities for ORV recreation. Therefore, recreational
ORV use forgone in the WSA would be absorbed on surrounding public lands.
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Conclusion. Recreational ORV use of 1,500 visitor days would be forgone
annually. Impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be
negligible.

Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources

All lands within the Little City of Rocks WSA would be withdrawn from all
forms of mineral entry and mineral leasing. Development of potential mineral
resources would be forgone. This includes moderate to high potential for low
temperature geothermal resources and low potential for other mineral resources.

Conclusion. Development of potential mineral resources would be forgone.
This includes moderate to high potential for low temperature geothermal
resources.
Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance and Construction
No livestock or range management facilities that require maintenance are
located within the WSA and no additional construction of livestock and range
management facilities are planned within the WSA. Therefore, there would be
no impacts on grazing facility maintenance or construction.
Conclusion. There would be no impacts on grazing facility maintenance and
construction.

BLACK CANYON WSA (ID-54-6)

Proposed Action (No Wilderness Alternative)

Under the Proposed Action, the entire 10,371 acres of the Black Canyon WSA
would be recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

There are no significant impacts associated with this alternative.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

The entire WSA would be recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation
and none of the wilderness values on 10,371 acres would receive the special
Congressional protection provided by wilderness designation. The short-term
impact of this action would be negligible, since little development activity
is anticipated in the near future whether or not the area is designated
wilderness.

Iwo cherrystem roads would receive vehicular use to provide required
maintenance for 7.5 miles of three-strand barbed wire fence. This vehicle use
and maintenance would have a negligible effect on the wilderness values of
naturalness and solitude since the amount of vehicle use would be low and the
facilities already exist. A reservoir (less than one-third acre) would be
constructed in the western portion of the WSA. In the short term, this would
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reduce naturalness in the vicinity of the reservoir because of vegetation dis-
turbance and slightly modified land form. Within three years of construction,
vegetation would become re-established and the reservoir would be substantially
unnoticable. The modified land form would be slightly noticeable but would
have a negligible effect on naturalness.

Recreational ORV use would increase slightly, but would remain at levels
below 1000 visitor days annually for the foreseeable future. Two cherrystem
roads, with a total length of three miles, extend into the WSA from the
northern and western boundaries and would be maintained by vehicle use. Due
to low use, creation of new trails or ways by recreational ORV use is not
anticipated. The quality of naturalness would not change from the existing
situation.

Mineral resources actions and other recreational uses would not affect
wilderness values in the WSA.

Conclusion. The additional range development would reduce naturalness
slightly in the western portion of the WSA. The naturalness of the
remainder of the WSA would be retained.

Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The proposed action would have no impacts on recreational ORV use in the
WSA. The WSA would remain open to ORVs. Recreational ORV use would increase
but would remain under 1,000 visitor days annually for the foreseeable future.

Conclusion. There would be no impact on recreational ORV use.

Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources

All lands within the Black Canyon WSA would remain open for mineral entry
and leasing. All potential mineral resources would be available for develop-
ment. This includes moderate to high potential for low temperature geothermal
resources, low to moderate potential for high temperature geothermal resources,
and low potential for other mineral resources. Development of these resources
is unlikely because higher potential exists in more accessible locations out-
side the WSA.

Because all potential mineral resources would remain available for
development, there would be no impact to development of potential mineral
resources.

Conclusion. Potential mineral resources would be available for develop-
menl. This includes moderate to high potential for low temperature
geothermal resources and low to moderate potential for high temperature
geothermal resources. There would be no impact on development of mineral
resources.
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Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance and Construction

A spring development at Rock Spring and 7.5 miles of fence could be main-
tained as they are now. One reservoir (less than one-third acre) would be
constructed in the western portion of the WSA. Therefore, there would be no
impact on grazing facility maintenance and construction.

Conclusion. There would be no impacts on grazing facility maintenance and
construction.

All Wilderness Alternative

Under the All Wilderness Alternative, the entire 10,371 acres of the Black
Canyon WSA would be recommended suitable for wilderness designation.

This alternative would result in a slight improvement in the WSA's apparent
naturalness and opportunities for solitude.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

Under the All Wilderness Alternative, all 10,371 acres of the Black Canyon
WSA would be recommended suitable for wilderness designation and all wilderness
values would be protected by legislative mandate. The area's wilderness values
of naturalness and opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation, and
the supplemental values of a diversity of wildlife, vegetation, and topography
would be retained in the WSA.

Two cherrystem roads would receive vehicular use approximately ten times
annually to provide required maintenance for 7.5 miles of three-strand barbed
wire fence. This vehicle use and maintenance would have a negligible effect
on the wilderness values of naturalness and solitude since the amount of
vehicle use would be so low and the facilities already exist. A reservoir
(less than one-third acre) would be constructed in the western portion of the
WSA. 1In the short term, this would reduce naturalness in the immediate vicin-—
ity of the reservoir because of vegetation disturbance and slightly modified
land form. Within three years of construction, vegetation would become re—
established so that the reservoir would be substantially unnoticable. The
modified land form would be slightly noticeable, but would have a negligible
effect on naturalness.

Two cherrystem roads would be closed to recreational ORV use and would
remain in a substantially unnoticable condition. An estimated 200 visitor
days of recreational ORV use would be eliminated annually from the WSA. This
would improve naturalness slightly because of elimination of surface distur-
bance on existing ways and trailbike trails. Elimination of ORV use would
also improve opportunities for solitude slightly because visitors would not
encounter or hear ORV users in the area.

Conclusion. All wilderness values would receive long-term Congressional

protection. All wilderness values would be maintained on all 10,371 acres
of the WSA. Since ORV use would be eliminated and two cherrystem roads
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would be closed to recreational ORV use, there would be a slight improve-
ment in the area's naturalness and opportunities for solitude. The
additional range development would reduce naturalness slightly in the
western portion of the WSA.

Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

Wilderness designation would close the entire 10,371-acre Black Canyon WSA
to all forms of recreational ORV use. Recreational ORV use of approximately
200 visitor days would be eliminated from the WSA annually. Public land that
of fers similar or superior opportunities for recreational ORV use is located
throughout the region. Therefore, recreational ORV use forgone in the WSA
would be absorbed on surrounding public lands.

Conclusion. Recreational ORV use of 200 visitor days would be forgone
annually. Impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be
negligible.

Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources

All lands within the Black Canyon WSA would be withdrawn from all forms of
mineral entry and mineral leasing. Development of potential mineral resources
would be forgone. This includes moderate to high potential for low temperature
geothermal resources, low to moderate potential for high temperature geothermal
resources, and low potential for other mineral resources.

Conclusion. Development of potential mineral resources would be forgone.
This includes moderate to high potential for low temperature geothermal
resources and low to moderate potential for high temperature geothermal
resources.

Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance and Construction

Planned range developments would be constructed. A spring development at
Rock Spring and 7.5 miles of fence could be maintained as they are now. Two
reservoirs less than one-third acre each would be constructed in the western
portion of the WSA. Therefore, there would be no impact on grazing facility
maintenance and construction.

Conclusion. There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance and
construction.

GOODING CITY OF ROCKS EAST WSA (ID-54-8a)

Proposed Action (Partial Wilderness Alternative)

Under the Proposed Action, 13,063 acres of the Gooding City of Rocks East
WSA would be recommended suitable for wilderness designation and 1,680 acres
would be recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation.
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The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the protection of
wilderness values through wilderness designation and the resulting increases
in naturalness and opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined
recreation.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

In this alternative 13,063 acres of the Gooding City of Rocks East WSA
would be recommended suitable for wilderness designation and 1,680 acres would
be recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation. All wilderness
values on the 13,063 acres recommended suitable for wilderness designation
would receive the special legislative protection provided by wilderness
designation. The areas of the most spectacular scenery and outstanding
opportunities for primitive recreation and naturalness would be retained.

Two cherrystem roads and the western boundary road would receive vehicular
use approximately ten times annually to provide required maintenance for two
spring developments and seven miles of barbed wire fence and for livestock
grazing management. This vehicle use and maintenance would have a negligible
effect on the wilderness values of naturalness and solitude in the 13,063 acres
designated wilderness since the amount of vehicle use would be so low and the
facilities already exist. Approximately 320 acres of prescribed burning would
be accomplished. This would have a negligible effect on the WSA's naturalness
since fire would be reintroduced into a fire dependent ecosystem. Three spring
developments would be completed in the WSA. This would have a negligible
short-term effect on the wilderness value of naturalness in the immediate
vicinity of the spring developments because of vegetation disturbance. Within
three years of construction vegetation would become reestablished so that the
disturbance would be substantially unnoticable.

The entire WSA and cherrystem roads extending three miles into the WsA,
three miles of ways, and 3.5 miles of road that separates this WSA from the
Gooding City of Rocks West WSA would be closed to recreational ORV use. This
action would eliminate approximately 140 visitor days of recreational ORV use
that are estimated to occur in the area at present. This would improve the
area's naturalness and opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined
recreation slightly because of the near elimination of surface disturbance and
because visitors would not encounter or hear ORV users in the area.

The 1,680 acres not designated wilderness would be open for recreational
ORV use. A way 0.4 miles long would be open for vehicle use. Recreational
ORV use on this parcel would remain below 100 visitor days annually for the
foreseeable future. This would reduce slightly the naturalness and opportun-
ities for solitude on the 1,680 acres.

Development of mineral resources would not affect wilderness values, since
no mineral development is expected.

Acquisition of the 640-acre parcel of State land within the WSA would
affect the wilderness values of naturalness and solitude. The cherrystem road
providing access to the parcel from the northern boundary road would be closed
to vehicle use, except for livestock facility maintenance.

-87-




All wilderness values would be maintained on all 13,063 acres of the WSA.
This includes the area of spectacular scenery, outstanding opportunities for
primitive recreation, and naturalness.

Conclusion. The 13,063 acres designated as wilderness would receive long-
term Congressional protection. On the 13,063 acres designated wilderness,
all wilderness values would be maintained. The area's naturalness and
opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation and solitude would
improve slightly because of the elimination of approximately 150 visitor
days of recreational ORV use. The areas most spectacular scenery, natural-
ness, and opportunities for primitive recreation and solitude would be
retained. On the 1,680 acres not designated wilderness, there would be a
slight reduction of naturalness and opportunities for solitude because of
continued recreational ORV use.

Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

Wilderness designation would close 13,063 acres of the WSA to recreational
ORV use. Recreational vehicle use of approximately 140 visitor days would be
eliminated annually from the WSA. Public land that offers similar opportun-
ities for recreational ORV use is located throughout the region. Therefore,
recreational use forgone would be absorbed on surrounding public lands.

The 1,680 acres of the WSA not designated wilderness would remain open to
ORVs. Recreational ORV use levels would increase but remain under 100 visitor
days annually for the foreseeable future.

Conclusion. Recreational ORV use would be forgone on the 13,063 acres
designated wilderness and 140 visitor days would be forgone annually. The
impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be negligible.

On the 1,680 acres of the WSA not designated wilderness, recreational ORV
use would continue to increase, but would not exceed 100 visitor days
annually for the foreseeable future.

Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources

All lands within the 13,063 acres recommended as suitable for wilderness
designation would be withdrawn from all forms of mineral entry and mineral
leasing. Development of potential mineral resources would be forgone. This
includes moderate to high potential for low temperature geothermal resources,
low to moderate potential for high temperature geothermal resources, and an
estimated six million tons of diatomite. The possibilities of development of
this diatomite, with or without wilderness designation, is low because the
inconsistent quality of the deposit, the distance to market, and the depth of
overburden renders development uneconomic.

All lands within the 1,680 acres recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness
designation would remain open for mineral entry and leasing. All potential
mineral resources would be available for development. This includes moderate
to high potential for low temperature geothermal resources and low to moderate
potential for high temperature geothermal resources. Development of these
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resources is unlikely because higher potential exists in more accessible loca-
tions outside the WSA.

Conclusion. Development of potential mineral resources would be forgone

on 13,063 acres. This includes an estimated six million tons of diatomite
(1.5 percent of the total reserve within five miles of the WSA). Moderate
to high potential for low temperature geothermal resources and low to
moderate potential for high temperature geothermal resources also exists

in the area. Potential mineral resources on 1,680 acres would be available
for mineral development.

Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance and Construction

All grazing facilities could be maintained as they are now. Three spring
developments would be completed. Approximately 320 acres of prescribed burning
would occur.

There would be no impact to grazing facility maintenance and construction.

Conclusion. There would be no impact to grazing facility maintenance and
construction.

All Wilderness Alternative

Under the All Wilderness Alternative, the entire 14,743 acres of the
Gooding City of Rocks East WSA would be recommended as suitable for wilderness
designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the protection of
wilderness values through wilderness designation and the resulting increases
in naturalness, opportunities for solitude, and primitive and unconfined
recreation.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

Under the All Wilderness Alternative, all 14,743 acres of the Gooding City
of Rocks East WSA would be recommended suitable for wilderness designation and
all wilderness values would be protected by legislative mandate.

Two cherrystem roads and the western boundary road would receive vehicular
use approximately ten times annually to provide required maintenance for two
spring developments and seven miles of barbed wire fence and for livestock
grazing management. This vehicle use and maintenance would have a negligible
effect on the wilderness values of naturalness and solitude on 13,063 acres
(89 per cent) of the WSA since the amount of vehicle use would be so low and
the facilities already exist. 1In the northern portion of the WSA where most
of the facilities are concentrated, there would be a slight reduction of
naturalness and opportunities for solitude because the maintenance would be
concentrated in a relatively small area of 1,680 acres. Approximately 320
acres of prescribed burning would be accomplished. This would have a neglig-
ible effect on the area's naturalness since fire would be reintroduced into a
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fire dependent ecosystem. Three spring developments would be completed in the
WSA. This would have a negligible short-term effect on the area's naturalness
in the immediate vicinity of the spring developments because of vegetation
disturbance. Within three years of construction vegetation would become re-
established so that the disturbance would be substantially unnoticable.

Cherrystem roads extending 3 miles into the WSA, 3.4 miles of ways, and
3.5 miles of road that separates this WSA from the Gooding City of Rocks West
WSA would be closed to recreational ORV use. This action would eliminate
approximately 150 visitor days of recreational ORV use that are estimated to
oceur in the area at present. This would improve the area's naturalness and
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation slightly
because of near elimination of surface disturbance and because visitors would
not encounter or hear ORV users in the area.

Acquisition of the 640-acre State land parcel within the WSA would affect
the area's naturalness and opportunities for solitude. The cherrystem road
providing access to the parcel from the northern boundary road would be closed
to vehicle use, except for maintenance of range developments. This would im—
prove the area's naturalness.

The wilderness values of naturalness, solitude, and primitive recreation,
and the supplemental features of outstanding sightseeing in a diverse geologic
area would be maintained on 14,743 acres of the WSA.

Conclusion. All wilderness values would receive long-term Congressional
protection. On 13,063 acres of the WSA, there would be a slight improve-
ment of the area's naturalness and opportunities for primitive and
unconfined recreation and solitude because of the elimination of approxi-
mately 150 visitor days of recreational ORV use. There would be a slight
decrease in the area's naturalness and opportunities for solitude on 1,680
acres of the WSA because of maintenance of the concentration of grazing
facilities in the area.

Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

Wilderness designation would close the 14,743-acre WSA to recreation ORV
use. Recreational ORV use of approximately 150 visitor days annually would be
forgone from the WSA. Public land that offers similar opportunities for
recreational ORV use is located throughout the region. Therefore, recreational
use forgone would be absorbed on surrounding public lands.

Conclusion. Recreational ORV use would be forgone on the 14,743 acres
designated wilderness and 150 visitor days would be forgone annually. The
impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be negligible.

Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources
All lands within the Gooding City of Rocks East WSA would be withdrawn
from all forms of mineral entry and mineral leasing. Development of potential

mineral resources would be forgone. This includes moderate to high potential
for low temperature geothermal resources, low to moderate potential for high
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temperature geothermal resources, and an estimated six million tons of diato-
mite. The possibility of development of this diatomite, with or without
wilderness designation, is low because the inconsistent quality of the deposit,
the distance to market, and the depth of overburden renders development
uneconomic.

Conclusion. Development of potential mineral resources would be forgone.
This includes an estimated six million tons of diatomite (1.5 percent of
the total reserve within five miles of the WSA), moderate to low potential
for low temperature geothermal resources, and low to moderate potential
for high temperature geothermal resources.

Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance and Construction
All grazing facilities could be maintained as they are now. Three spring
developments would be completed. Approximately 320 acres of prescribed burning

would be accomplished. There would be no impact to grazing facility mainten-
ance and construction.

Conclusion. There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance and
construction.

No Wilderness Alternative

Under the No Wilderness Alternative, the 14,743-acre Gooding City of Rocks
East WSA would be recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to ORV use and the re-
sulting reduction in naturalness and opportunities for solitude and primitive
and unconfined recreation.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

The proposed action would recommend the entire 14,743-acre WSA nonsuitable
for wilderness designation and none of the wilderness values would receive
special legislative protection. The short-term impact of this action would be
negligible, since little development activity is anticipated in the short term
whether or not the area is designated wilderness.

Two cherrystem roads and the western boundary road would receive vehicular
use to provide required maintenance for two spring developments and seven miles
of barbed wire fence and for livestock grazing management. The vehicle use
would slightly reduce the area's naturalness and opportunities for primitive
and unconfined recreation and solitude on 13,063 acres (89 per cent) of the
WSA. 1In the northern portion of the WSA where most of the facilities are
concentrated, there would be a moderate reduction in the area's naturalness
and opportunities for solitude because most of the maintenance would be in a
relatively small area of 1,680 acres. Approximately 320 acres of prescribed
burning would be accomplished. This would have a negligible effect on the
area's naturalness since fire would be reintroduced into a fire dependent
ecosystem. Three spring developments would be completed in the WSA. This

-
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would have a negligible short-term impact on the area's naturalness in the
immediate vicinity of the spring developments because of vegetation
disturbance. Within three years of construction vegetation would become
reestablished so that the disturbance would be substantially unnoticable.

In the long term, increasing recreational ORV use is expected to have a
slight adverse effect on wilderness values. Recreational ORV use would in-
crease slightly but would remain below 1000 visitor days annually for the next
ten years. Two cherrystem roads, with a total length of three miles, extending
into the WSA from the northern and eastern boundaries and four ways, totalling
3.4 miles, would be maintained by vehicle use. Due to low use, creation of
new trails or ways by recreational ORV use is not anticipated. 1In addition to
the cherrystem roads and ways, 3.5 miles of road that separates this WSA from
Gooding City of Rocks West would also be open for use. The perception of
naturalness would be reduced slightly near these areas of vehicle use because
of continued surface disturbance. Recreational ORV use would also lower the
opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation and solitude slightly
because visitors would see and hear ORVs in the area.

Development of mineral resources would not affect wilderness values, since
no mineral development is expected.

Conclusion. On 14,743 acres of the WSA there would be a slight reduction
of the area's naturalness and opportunities for solitude because of the
continued and increasing recreational ORV use. On 1,680 acres of the WSA
(approximately 11 percent in the northern portion) there would be a
moderate reduction of the area's naturalness and opportunities for solitude
because of the concentration of maintenance activity in the area.

Impacts on Reecreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The WSA would be open to ORVs. Recreational ORV use levels would increase
but remain under 1000 visitor days annually for the forseeable future.

There would be no impact on recreational ORV use.

Conclusion. There would be no impact on recreational ORV use.

Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources

All lands within the Gooding City of Rocks East WSA would remain open for
mineral entry and leasing. All potential mineral resources would be available
for development. This includes moderate to high potential for low temperature
geothermal resources, low to moderate potential for high temperature geothermal
resources, and an estimated six million tons of diatomite. The possibility of
development of this diatomite, with or without wilderness designation, is low
because the inconsistent quality of the deposit, the distance to market, and
the depth of overburden renders development unlikely. Development of the other
mineral resources is unlikely because areas of higher potential exist in more
accessible areas outside the WSA.

Because all potential mineral resources would remain available for develop-
ment, there would be no impact to development of potential mineral resources.
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Conclusion. Potential mineral resources would be available for develop-
ment. This includes moderate to high potential for low temperature
geothermal resources, low to moderate potential for high temperature
geothermal resources, and an estimated six million tons of diatomite (1.5
percent of the total reserve within five miles of the WSA). There would
be no impact on development of mineral resources.

Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance and Construction
Maintenance of existing grazing developments would not change. Planned
range developments would be completed. Three spring developments would be
completed. Approximately 320 acres of prescribed burning would be
accomplished.
There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance and construction.
Conclusion. There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance and
construction.

GOODING CITY OF ROCKS WEST WSA (ID-54-8b)

Proposed Aciion (All Wilderness Alternative)

Under the Proposed Action, the entire 6,287 acres of the Gooding City of
Rocks West WSA would be recommended as suitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the protection of
wilderness values through wilderness designation, the resulting effects on
naturalness and opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined
recreation, and the withdrawal of mineral resources.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

All 6,287 acres of the Gooding City of Rocks West WSA would be recommended
as suitable for wilderness designation and all wilderness values would receive
the special legislative protection provided by wilderness designation.
Wilderness values of naturalness, solitude, and primitive recreation, and
supplemental features of diverse topography and scenery would be retained in
the wWsA.

One cherrystem road and the eastern boundary road would receive vehicular
use approximately ten times annually to provide required maintenance for one
reservoir and for livestock maintenance. This vehicle use and maintenance
would have a negligible effect on the area's naturalness and opportunities for
solitude in the WSA since the amount of vehicle use would be low and the
facility already exists. Approximately 1,320 acres of prescribed burning would
be accomplished. This would have a negligible effect on the wilderness value
of naturalness since fire would be introduced into a fire dependent ecosystem.
One spring development and two reservoirs (less than a third of an acre each)
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- would be completed in the WSA. This would reduce slightly the area's natural-

ness in the short term in the inmediate vicinity of the spring development and
reservoirs because of vegetation disturbance and slightly modified land form.
Within three years of construction vegetation would become reestablished and
the disturbance would be substantially unnoticable. The modified land form
would slightly reduce the naturalness of the immediate area.

The cherrystem road extending into the WSA 0.8 miles from the northern
boundary and the 3.5 miles of road that separates this WSA from Gooding City
of Rocks East WSA would be closed to recreational ORV use. This action would
eliminate approximately 50 visitor days of recreational ORV use annually.
This would improve the WSA's naturalness and opportunities for solitude and
primitive and unconfined recreation by eliminating surface disturbance and
encounters between ORV users and other recreationists.

Development of mineral resources would not affect wilderness values, since
no mineral development is expected.

The acquisition of a 640-acre State land section surrounded by this WSA
and Gooding City of Rocks East WSA would affect the wilderness values of
naturalness and solitude. The cherrystem road providing access to the parcel
from the southern boundary would be closed to recreational ORV use. This would
improve the area's naturalness.

Conclusion. All wilderness values would receive long-term Congressional
protection. Wilderness values would be maintained on all 6,287 acres of
the Gooding City of Rocks West WSA. The area's naturalness and opportun-
ities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation would improve
because of the elimination of ORV use and the acquisition of the State
land inholding.

Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

Wilderness designation would close the entire 6,287-acre WSA to all forms
of recreational ORV use. Recreational ORV use of approximately 50 visitor
days annually would be eliminated from the WSA. Public land that offers simi-
lar or superior opportunities for recreational ORV use is located throughout
the region. Therefore, recreational ORV use forgone in the WSA would be
absorbed on surrounding public lands.

Conclusion. Recreational ORV use of 50 visitor days would be forgone on
the 6,287 acres designated wilderness. Impacts resulting from this use
shifting to other public lands would be negligible.

Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources

All lands within the Gooding City of Rocks West WSA would be withdrawn
from all forms of mineral entry and mineral leasing. Development of potential
mineral resources would be forgone. This includes moderate to high potential
for low temperature geothermal resources and an estimated 34 million tons of
diatomite. The possibility of development of this diatomite, with or without
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wilderness designation, is low because the inconsistent quality of the deposit,
the distance to market, and the depth of overburden renders development
uneconomic.

Conclusion. Development of potential mineral resources would be forgone.
This includes an estimated 34 million tons of diatomite (8.5 percent of
the total reserve within five miles of the WSA) and moderate to high
potential for low temperature geothermal resources.

Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance and Construction

No facilities exist within the WSA that require maintenance.

One spring development and two reservoirs would be completed. Approxi-
mately 1,320 acres of prescribed burning would be accomplished by allowing
natural fires to burn. There would be no impact on grazing facility mainten-

ance and construction.

Conclusion. There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance and
construction.

No Wilderness Alternative

Under the No Wilderness Alternative, the entire 6,287 acres of public land
within the Gooding City of Rocks West WSA would be recommended as nonsuitable
for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to non-wilderness uses
and the resulting reduction in naturalness and opportunities for solitude and
primitive and unconfined recreation.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

The entire WSA would be recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation
and none of the wilderness values on 6,287 acres would receive special legis—
lative protection provided by wilderness designation. The short-term impact
of this action would be negligible, since little development activity is antic-
ipated in the near future whether or not the area is designated wilderness.

One cherrystem road and the eastern boundary road would receive vehicular
use for livestock grazing management. This vehicle use would have a negligible
effect on the wilderness values of naturalness and solitude in the WSA since
the amount of vehicle use would be low. Approximately 1,320 acres of pre—
scribed burning would be accomplished. This would have a negligible effect on
the wilderness value of naturalness since fire would be reintroduced into a
fire dependent ecosystem. One spring development and two reservoirs (less
than a third of an acre each) would be completed in the WSA. This would reduce
the area's naturalness in the short term in the immediate vicinity of the
spring development and reservoirs because of vegetation disturbance and
slightly modified land form. Within three years of construction vegetation
would become reestablished so that the disturbance would be substantially
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unnoticable. The modified land form would be slightly noticeable, but would
have a negligible effect on the wilderness value of naturalness.

In the long term, increasing recreational ORV use is expected to have an
adverse effect on wilderness values. Recreational ORV use would increase
slightly, but would remain below 500 visitor days annually for the foreseeable
future. Due to low amounts of use, creation of new trails or ways by recrea-
tional ORVs is not anticipated. The cherrystem road extending into the WSA
0.8 miles from the northern boundary and the 3.5 miles of road that separates
this WSA from Gooding City of Rocks East WSA would be maintained by vehicle
use. The perception of naturalness would be slightly reduced in the inmediate
area of this road. Recreational ORV use would also lower the quality of
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation.

Development of mineral resources would not affect wilderness values, since
no mineral development is expected.

Conclusion. On the 6,287 acres of the WSA there would be a reduction of
naturalness and opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined
recreation because of the continued and increasing recreational ORV use.

Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The WSA would remain open to ORVs. Recreational ORV use levels would
increase but would not exceed 500 visitor days annually.

There would be no impact on recreational ORV use.

Conclusion. There would be no impact on recreational ORV use.

Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources

All lands within the Gooding City of Rocks West WSA would remain open for
mineral entry and leasing. All potential mineral resources would be available
for development. This includes moderate to high potential for low temperature
geothermal resources and an estimated 34 million tons of diatomite. The pos-
sibility of development of this diatomite, with or without wilderness designa-
tion, is low because the inconsistent quality of the deposit, the distance to
market, and the depth of overburden renders development uneconomic. Develop-—
ment of other mineral resources is unlikely because areas of higher potential
exist in more accessible areas outside the WSA.

Because all potential mineral resources would remain available for develop-
ment, there would be no impact to development of potential mineral resources.

Conclusion. Potential mineral resources would be available for develop-
ment. This includes an estimated 34 million tons of diatomite (8.5 percent
of the total deposit within five miles of the WSA) and moderate to high
potential for low temperature geothermal resources. There would be no
impact on development of mineral resources.
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Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance and Construction

Approximately 1,320 acres of prescribed burning would be accomplished.
One spring development and two reservoirs would be completed in the WSA.

Because planned developments could occur, there would be no impact on
grazing facility maintenance and construction.

Conclusion. There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance and
construction.

DEER CREEK WSA (ID--54-10)

Proposed Action (No Wilderness Alternative)

Under the Proposed Action, the entire 7,487 acres of the Deer Creek WSA
would be recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

There are no significant impacts associated with this alternative.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

The entire WSA would be recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation
and none of the wilderness values on 7,487 acres would receive special legis-
lative protection provided by wilderness designation.

Four and one-half miles of barbed wire fence would be maintained. This
would have a negligible effect on the area's naturalness and opportunities for
solitude. Range developments planned for the WSA would be completed and main-—
tained. One reservoir (less than one-third acre) would be constructed in the
western portion of the WSA. This would slightly reduce the area's naturalness
in the short term in the immediate vicinity of the reservoir because of vege-
tation disturbance and slightly modified land form. Within three years of
construction, vegetation would become reestablished so that the disturbance
would be substantially unnoticable. Construction of two miles of gap fencing
would slightly reduce the area's naturalness. Completion of 750 acres of brush
control through the use of spraying or prescribed burning would reduce the
area's naturalness in the short term because of vegetation disturbance. Within
ten years of control, vegetation would become reestablished so that the distur-—
bance would be substantially unnoticable.

Recreational ORV use would increase slightly, but would remain at levels
below 1000 visitor days annually for the foreseeable future. Due to low use,
creation of new trails or ways by recreational ORV use is not anticipated.
Recreational ORV use would reduce the opportunities for solitude slightly.

Development of mineral resources would not affect wilderness values, since
no mineral development is expected.

Conclusion. Deer Creek's naturalness and opportunities for solitude would
be reduced slightly because of range developments and continued ORV use.
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Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The WSA would remain open to ORVs. Recreational ORV use levels would in-
crease but remain under 1000 visitor days annually for the foreseeable future.

There would be no impact on recreational ORV use.

Conclusion. There would be no impact on recreational ORV use.

Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources

All lands within the Deer Creek WSA would remain open for mineral entry
and leasing. All potential mineral resources would be available for develop-
ment. This includes moderate potential for low temperature geothermal
resources and diatomite. Development of these resources is unlikely because
areas of higher potential exist in more accessible areas outside the WSA.

Because all potential mineral resources would remain available for develop-
ment, there would be no impact on development of potential mineral resources.

Conclusion. Potential mineral resources would be available for develop-
ment. This includes moderate potential for low temperature geothermal
resources and diatomite. There would be no impact on development of
mineral resources.

Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance and Construction

Maintenance of existing range developments would not change. Range devel-
opments planned for the WSA would be completed and maintained. One reservoir
(less than one-third acre) would be constructed. Two miles of gap fencing
would be constructed. Brush control on 750 acres would be accomplished through
the use of spraying or prescribed burning.

Conclusion. There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance and
construction.

All Wilderness Alternative

Under the All Wilderness Alternative, the entire 7,487 acres of the Deer
Creek WSA would be recommended as suitable for wilderness designation.

There are no significant impacts associated with this alternative.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

Under the All Wilderness Alternative, all 7,487 acres of the WSA would be
recommended as suitable for wilderness designation and all wilderness values
would be protected by legislative mandate. Wilderness values of naturalness,
opportunities for solitude, and primitive recreation, and supplemental values
of scenery and nesting sites for raptors would be retained.
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Four and one-half miles of barbed wire fence would be maintained. This
would have a negligible effect on the area's naturalness and opportunities for
solitude. One reservoir (less than one-third acre) would be constructed in
the western portion of the WSA. This would adversely affect the wilderness
value of naturalness in the short term in the immediate vicinity of the reser-
voir because of vegetation disturbance and slightly modified land form. Within
three years of construction, vegetation would become reestablished so that the
disturbance would be substantially unnoticable. Range developments planned
for the WSA would be completed and maintained. Construction of two miles of
gap fencing would slightly reduce the areas naturalness, since a new structure
would be introduced into the area. Completion of 750 acres of brush control
through prescribed burning would reduce the area's naturalness in the short
term because of vegetation disturbance. Within three years of burning, vege-
tallion would become reestablished so that the burn would be substantially
unnoticable.

An estimated 100 visitor days annually of recreational ORV use would be
eliminated from the WSA by wilderness designation. This action would improve
slightly the area's naturalness and opportunities for solitude.

Development of mineral resources would not affect wilderness values, since
no mineral development is expected.

Acquisition of the 640-acre State land inholding would affect the area's
naturalness and opportunities for solitude. Management of the parcel as
wilderness would ensure protection of existing wilderness values.

Conclusion. All wilderness values would receive long-term Congressional
protection. Naturalness and opportunities for solitude would improve
slightly because of the elimination of ORV use and acquisition of the
State land inholding. Naturalness and opportunities for solitude would be
reduced slightly by range management actions.

Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

Wilderness designation would close the entire 7,487-acre Deer Creek WSA to
all forms of recreational ORV use. Recreational ORV use of approximately 100
visitor days annually would be eliminated from the WSA. Public land that
offers similar or superior opportunities for recreational ORV use is located
throughout the region. Therefore, recreational ORV use forgone in the WSA
would be absorbed on surrounding public lands.

Conclusion. Recreational ORV use of 100 visitor days would be forgone
annually. The impact of shifting this use to other public lands would be
negligible.

Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources
All lands within the Deer Creek WSA would be withdrawn from all forms of
mineral entry and mineral leasing. Development of potential mineral resources

would be forgone. This includes moderate potential for low temperature geo-
thermal resources and moderate potential for diatomite.
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Conclusion. Development of potential mineral resources would be forgone.
This includes moderate potential for low temperature geothermal resources
and diatomite.

Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance and Construction
Four and one-half miles of existing barbed wire fence would be maintained.
Range developments planned for the WSA would be completed and maintained. One
reservoir (less than one~third acre) would be constructed. Two miles of gap
fencing would be constructed. Brush control on 750 acres would be accomplished
through the use of spraying or prescribed burning.
There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance and construction.
Conclusion. There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance and
construction.

LAVA WSA (ID-56-2)

Proposed Action (No Wilderness Alternative)

Under the Proposed Action, the entire 23,680 acres of the Lava WSA would
be recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the range developments
and ORV use and the resulting impacts on wilderness values in the long term.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

The entire WSA would be recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation
and none of the wilderness values on 23,680 acres would receive special legis-
lative protection provided by wilderness designation.

Planned range developments would be constructed and maintained. One mile
of pipeline would be reconstructed. One mile of new pipeline and a trough
would be built and 2,200 acres of brush control and seeding would take place
along dry washes. This would reduce the area's naturalness because of new
surface disturbance. Completion of 2,200 acres of brush control through the
use of chemical spraying or prescribed burning and seeding using range drills
would adversely affect the area's naturalness because of vegetation distur-
bance. The effect from vegetation disturbance would last 15 to 20 years since
the rows of the rangeland drills will be visible for most of the life of the
seeding.

In the long term, increasing recreational off-road vehicle (ORV) use is
expected to slightly reduce wilderness values. Recreational ORV use would
increase slightly, but would remain below 1,000 visitor days annually for the
foreseeable future. Seven ways totalling 10.8 miles in length would be main-
tained by vehicle use. Due to low use, creation of new trails or ways by
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recreational ORV use is not anticipated. The perception of naturalness and
opportunities for solitude would be slightly reduced by continued ORV use.

Development of mineral resources would not affect wilderness values, since
no mineral development is expected.

Conclusion. The area's naturalness would be reduced by new range develop-
ments and brush control. Naturalness and opportunities for solitude would
be reduced slightly by continued ORV use.

Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The WSA would remain open to ORVs. Recreational ORV use would increase
but remain under 1,000 visitor days annually for the foreseeable future.

There would be no impact on recreational ORV use.

Conclusion. There would be no impact on recreational ORV use.

Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources

All lands within the Lava WSA would remain open for mineral entry and
leasing. All potential mineral resources would be available for development.
This includes low to moderate favorability for low temperature geothermal
resources. Development of this resource is unlikely because higher potential
exists in more accessible areas outside the WSA.

Because all potential mineral resources would remain available for develop-
ment, there would be no impact to development of potential mineral resources.

Conclusion. Potential mineral resources would be available for develop-
ment. This includes low to moderate favorability for low temperature
geothermal resources. There would be no impact on development of mineral
resources.

Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance and Construction

This alternative would not affect maintenance of existing grazing facil-
ities or construction of planned grazing facilities. One mile of pipeline
would be reconstructed and one mile of new pipeline and a trough would be
constructed. Brush control and seeding would be accomplished on 2,200 acres.
through the use of spraying or prescribed burning and seeding using range
drills.

There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance and construction.

Conclusion. There would be no impact on grazing facility maintenance and
construction.
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All Wilderness Alternative

Under the All Wilderness Alternative, the entire 23,680 acres of the Lava
WSA would be recommended as suitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the restrictions on
reseeding and the resulting reduction in AUMs.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

All 23,680 acres of the WSA would be recommended suitable for wilderness
designation and all wilderness values would be protected by legislative man-
date. Wilderness values of naturalness and opportunities for solitude would
be retained.

Ways within the WSA would receive vehicular use approximately ten times
annually to provide required maintenance for grazing facilities. This vehicle
use and maintenance would have a negligible effect on the area's naturalness
and opportunities for solitude since the amount of vehicle use would be low.
One mile of pipeline would be reconstructed and one new mile of pipeline and a
trough would be constructed. This would adversely affect the area's natural-
ness because of new ground disturbance. Completion of 2,200 acres of brush
control through the use of prescribed burning would benefit the wilderness
value of naturalness because of reintroduction of fire into a fire dependent
ecosystem.

Seven ways totalling 10.8 miles in length would be closed to recreational
ORV use. An estimated 100 visitor days annually of recreational ORV use would
be eliminated from the WSA. These actions would benefit slightly the area's
naturalness and opportunities for solitude because of the elimination of sur-
face disturbance and because visitors would not encounter or hear ORV users in
the area.

Development of mineral resources would not affect wilderness values, since
no mineral development is expected.

Acquisition of 640-acre State land inholding would affect the wilderness
values of naturalness and solitude. Ways providing access to the parcel would
be closed to recreational ORV use. This would improve the area's naturalness
and opportunities for solitude.

Conclusion. All wilderness values would receive long-term Congressional
protection. Range developments and maintenance would reduce the area's
naturalness and opportunities for solitude slightly. Elimination of ORV
use and acquisition of the State land inholding would improve the area's
naturalness and opportunities for solitude.

Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use
Wilderness designation would close the entire 23,680-acre Lava WSA to all

forms of recreational ORV use. Recreational ORV use of approximately 100
visitor days annually would be eliminated from the WSA. Publie land that
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offers similar or superior opportunities for recreational ORV use is located
throughout the region. Therefore, recreational ORV use forgone in the WSA
would be absorbed on surrounding public lands without noticeable impacts to
those lands or inconvenience to recreational ORV enthusiasts.

Conclusion. Recreational ORV use of 100 visitor days would be forgone
annually. The impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be
negligible.

Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources

All lands within the Lava WSA would be withdrawn from all forms of mineral
entry and mineral leasing. Development of potential mineral resources would

be forgone. This includes low to moderate potential for low temperature geo-
thermal resources.

Conclusion. Development of potential mineral resources would be forgone.
This includes low to moderate potential for low temperature geothermal
resources.

Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance and Construction

Brush control on 2,200 acres would be accomplished by prescribed burning
under this alternative, and no seeding would be done. This contrasts with
2,200 acres of brush control accomplished through chemical spraying or burning
and 2,200 acres of seeding with rangeland drills if the WSA were not designated
wilderness. Because there would be no seeding, AUMs would be reduced from
1,828 to 1,259 in the long term. This 569-AUM reduction would be spread
through the twelve cattle operators. Each operator would be reduced approxi-
mately 47 AUMs. This alternative would not affect maintenance of existing
grazing facilities or new construction of planned grazing facilities. One
mile of pipeline would be reconstructed and one mile of new pipeline and a
trough would be constructed.

Conclusion. There would be no seeding on 2,200 acres of brush control.
Because there would be no seeding, a reduction of 569 AUMs would occur.

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SHORT-TERM USE OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND THE
MAINTENANCE AND ENHANCEMENT OF LONG-TERM PRODUCTIVITY

If a WSA is not designated wilderness, all present, short-term uses would
continue. Off-road vehicle use, mining, and mineral leasing activities could
reduce the wilderness values over the long term.

If an area is designated wilderness, it would ensure the long-term produc-
tivity of ecosystems and would maintain or enhance present wilderness values.
Motorized vehicles could no longer be used except where prescribed by an area's
wilderness management plan. Mineral resources would not be available for loca-
tion and development.
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IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE COMMITMENT OF RESOURCES

Activities such as mining, mineral leasing, and material sales, could
create an irreversible commitment of the wilderness resource in part or all of
a WSA, if not designated as wilderness. Wilderness designation would not
create an irretrievable or irreversible commitment of resources within a WSA.
Designation would restrict or stop development activities and maintain an
area's natural condition. If, in the future, Congress decides it would be in
the national interest to develop certain resources within a wilderness, they
can modify the law to allow it.
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CHAPTER 5

CONSULTATION, COORDINATION, AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Development of the recommendations for the Shoshone/Sun Valley Plan
Amendment/Wilderness Final Environmental Impact Statement has included an
on-going coordination and public participation effort. Federal Register
notices and news releases have announced all steps of the process to date,
including the study schedule, notices of intent for preparation of the
amendment/EIS, notice of availability of the amendment/EIS, notice of public
hearings, and public comment periods.

Throughout the study, consultation and coordination has occurred with other
Federal agencies; State, county, and local governments; and the public. At
this time, recommendations as to suitability or nonsuitability of WSAs for wil-
derness designation are not inconsistent with officially approved and adopted
resource-related plans of these agencies and governments.

Additional consultation and coordination took place with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, the State Historic Preservation Officer, the U.S. Geologic
Service, and Bureau of Mines.

Wildlife and vegetation inventories and consultation with the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Ecological Services Division, did not identify any
threatened or endangered species in the WSAs. Because there were no threatened
or endangered species, the Ecological Services Division responded to the draft
EIS with a letter of no comment on January 11, 1983 (see Comment Letter 13).

Inventories and consultation with the State Historic Preservation Officer
during scoping determined that no cultural sites that would be eligible for
nomination for listing on the National Register of Historic Places are known
to exist within any of the WSAs.

The U.S. Geologic Service and Bureau of Mines are inventorying each WSA to
determine its leasable, locatable, and saleable mineral potential. The BLM

has supplied both agencies with maps and information of each WSA. The reports
of the agency's findings should be available in 1986¢.

LIST OF PREPARERS

A list of the persons involved in the preparation of this EIS is provided
in Table 5-1.
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TABLE 5-1
LIST OF PREPARERS

Name

Responsibility

Education

Experience

Jeff Jarvis

John Husband

Derinda D. Rapp

Rob Hellie

Lawrence L. Dee

Floyd P. DeWitt

Bob Moline

Clarence OQuellette

Team Leader

Technical Coordinator

Editorial Assistant

Format Development
Scoping

Minerals

Range Management

Range Management

Maps

BS Natural Resources

BS Forestry

1 1/2 years college

BS Political Science

BS Outdoor Recreation/

Forestry

BS Geology

BS Agriculture with
Conservation Option
MS Range Management

High School

High School

BLM-7 years Outdoor Recreation
Planner/Wilderness Coordinator
NPS-2 years Park Ranger

BLM-5 years Forester; 2 years
Planner

BLM-12 years as Grazing Clerk,
Resource Data Assistant, Range
Technician, Mail and File Clerk,
and Editorial Assistant

BLM-7 years Outdoor Recreation
Planner; Peace Corps-4 years
Park Management Specialist

BLM-4 years Geologist
US Navy-15 years Oceanographer

BLM-6 years Supervisory Range
Conservationist, 3 years District
Staff Range Specialist, 1 year
District Staff Watershed
Specialist, 1 year District
Planning Coordinator, 5 years
Range Conservationist

BLM-3 years Supervisory Range
Technician, 12 years Range
Technician, 10 years Natural
Resource Specialist

BLM-7 years Visual Information
Specialist; USAF-23 years Imagery
Interpretation Specialist




EIS REVIEW

Beginning on October 26, 1982, approximately 400 copies of the draft
E1S/Plan Amendment were sent to the agencies, organizations, and individuals
listed in Table 5-2. The draft was officially filed with the Environmental
Protection Agency on October 29, 1982. A news release was issued statewide
announcing the draft's availability. The public review period extended to
January 11, 1983. On December 6, 1982, an open house was held at the Shoshone
District Office in Shoshone, Idaho to answer questions and receive written
comments. Public hearings were held on December 7 and December 8, 1982, in
Hailey and Gooding, Idaho, respectively.

Comments and related responses are printed at the end of this chapter.

Comment Response Procedures

A total of 79 letters concerning the EIS/Plan Amendment were received.
All of these have been reduced and reprinted in the section at the end of this
chapter. All comments that presented new data, questioned facts of analyses,
and/or raised issues having a direct bearing on the adequacy of the EIS/Plan
Amendment were used in making changes to the draft and/or are given individual
responses in this chapter. Responses are also provided for some other comments
considered to be of general interest to the readers. All public comments will
be considered when making the final wilderness suitability recommendations,
regardless of whether they are printed or receive responses in this EIS.

Index of Letters

Comment letters were assigned consecutive numbers corresponding to the
order in which they were received. The letter numbers and the names of
commenters are listed in Table 5-3. The numbers are used to identify the
reprinted letters and corresponding responses in this chapter.
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TABLE 5-2

AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND PERSONS
TO WHOM THE DRAFT EIS WAS SENT

Elected Federal Officials
Senator James McClure
Senator Steve Symms
Congressman George Hansen

Elected State Officials
Governor John Evans
State Senators and Representatives for Districts 21, 22, and 23
Speaker of the House - Idaho House of Representatives
President Pro Tem - Idaho State Senate

Federal Agencies
U.S. Forest Service
Sawtooth National Forest
Ketchum Ranger District
Sawtooth National Recreation Area
Fairfield Ranger District
Challis National Forest
Intermountain Regional Office
Soil Conservation Service
Hailey, Idaho
Shoshone, Idaho
Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
National Park Service
Craters of the Moon National Monument
Pacific Northwest Region
U.S. Geological Survey
Boise, Idaho
Menlo Park, California
Army Corps of Engineers
Environmental Protection Agency
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
Wood River Resource Conservation and Development
Minerals Management Service
Bureau of Reclamation
Pacific Northwest Region
Boise, Idaho
Burley, Idaho
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Portland Area Office
Fort Hall Agency
Bureau of Land Management, Boise Field Solicitor's Office
USDA Coordinator, Environmental Quality Activities
Bureau of Mines, Western Field Operations Center
U.S. Air Force
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TABLE 5-2 (Cont.)

AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND PERSONS
TO WHOM THE DRAFT EIS WAS SENT

State of Idaho Agencies
Department of Lands
Department of Fish and Game
Director
General Supervisor
Department of Parks and Recreation
Transportation Department, Division of Highways
Southcentral District Health Department
Department of Water Resources
State Clearinghouse
Idaho Historical Society
Department of Agriculture
Region IV Development Association
Soil Conservation Commission
Bureau of Mines and Geology
Department of Health and Welfare
State Historic Preservation Officer
Office of the Attorney General

Soil Conservation Districts
Blaine County
Camas County

County Commissioners
Blaine County
Butte County
Camas County
Custer County
Gooding County
Lincoln County

County Agents
Blaine County
Butte County
Camas County
Custer County
Gooding County
Lincoln County

Planning and Zoning Commissions
Blaine County
Butte County
Camas County
Custer County
Gooding County
Lincoln County
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TABLE 5-2 (Cont.)

AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND PERSONS
TO WHOM THE DRAFT EIS WAS SENT

City Mayors
Hailey
Ketchum
Bellevue
Sun Valley
Fairfield
Shoshone
Gooding
Dietrich
Richfield
Wendell

Organizations
Natural Resources Defense Council, Inc.
San Francisco, California
Washington, D.C.
Committee for Idaho's High Desert
Idaho Conservation League
The Nature Conservancy
Public Lands Council
Environment West
Idaho Trail Machine Association
Magic Valley Trail Machine Association
Wood River Recreation Association
Sawtooth Snowmobile Club
North Side Snow Riders
Twin Falls Fish and Wildlife Conservation Corp.
Idaho Wildlife Federation
Big Wood Canal Company
Idaho Cattlemen's Association
Idaho Woolgrower's Association
Blaine County Cattlemen's Association
Idaho Rangeland Committee
Pocatello Trail Machine Association, Inc.
Prairie Falcon Audubon Chapter
Defenders of Wildlife
Wood River Gem and Mineral Society
American Motorcycle Association
Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund
Muldoon Grazing Association
Boise State University
Black Canyon Cattle Association
Sierra Club
Middle Snake Chapter
Sawtooth Chapter
Northern Rockies Chapter
Colorado State University
Sawtooth Graziers
University of Idaho
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TABLE 5-2 (Cont.)

AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND PERSONS
TO WHOM THE DRAFT EIS WAS SENT

Organizations (Cont.)
Idaho State University
Wildlife Management Institute
National Audubon Society, Golden Eagle Chapter
Blaine County Resource Council
The Wilderness Society
American Fisheries Society
The Wildlife Society
Greater Snake River Land Use Congress
League of Women Voters
Ada County Fish and Game League
Trout Unlimited, Inc., Treasure Valley Chapter
The Izaak Walton League of America
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation
Idaho Cattle Feeder's Association, Inc.
Defenders of Wildlife
Utah State University, College of Natural Resources
Gem State Grotto
College of Southern Idaho
United 4-Wheel Drive Association
Burmah Grazing Association
Center of Urban Affiars and Policy Research
Thorn Creek Cattle Association

Shoshone District Advisory Council
(Ten members)

Shoshone District Grazing Advisory Board
(Five members)

. Businesses

Amoco Production Company (USA)

Chevron Resources Company

Coastal Mining Company

Utah Power and Light

First Security Bank of Idaho

Rocky Mountain Energy Company

Energy Resource Company

Atlantic Richfield

Outdoor Adventure Program

Idaho Power Company

Urban Research and Development Corporation
Federal Land Bank Association of Gooding
Southern Idaho Production Credit Association
Minerals Exploration Coalition
Environmental Impact Services

Freeport Exploration Company

Distinctive Lava Stone

Homestake Mining Company B
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TABLE 5-3

INDEX OF COMMENT LETTERS

Letter Number | Agency, Organization, or Individual
1 E. Fred Birdsall, Conoco, Inc.
2 State of Idaho, Department of Health and Welfare, Division

of Environment

3 Allen Bauscher
4 Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
5 R. B. Anderson
6 Camas County Board of County Commissioners
7 Jeff Coupe
8 State of Idaho, Office of the Attorney General
9 Rocky Mountain 0il and Gas Association, Inc.
10 State of Idaho, Department of Water Resources
11 Amoco Production Company (USA)
12 Patrick Carnahan
j 13 USDI, Fish and Wildlife Service
f 14 Charles C. Kast
% 15 Eugene Shuter
‘ 16 C. Jay Dorr
17 Black Canyon Cattle Association, James E. Varin
18 Nelle Tobias
19 Myna Brunton Hughes
20 Margaret J. Pratt
21 Ted S. Weigold
22 Hildegard Raeber
23 Pete Colb
24 Scott Ploger, Idaho Alpine Club
25 Joe T. and Willomae Green
26 Roy H. and Doris F. Couch
27 Alan Reynolds
28 T. A. Phillips
29 Vickie Traxler
30 J. F. Trotter, Jr. MD
31 Irma M. Petrick
32 Steve Kraemer
33 Renee Quick
34 Marge Hayes
35 Larry Hallock
36 Donna Hallock
37 Roy Foote
. 38 Paula A. Shuff
| 39 Susan M. Graham
| 40 John F. Varin
41 Paul Fritz, American Wilderness Alliance
42 E. E. Strout
43 Ronald W. Bubb, Idaho Power Company
44 S. L. Vader
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TABLE 5-3 (Cont.)

INDEX OF COMMENT LETTERS

I

Letter Number |

Agency, Organization, or Individual

45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79

Judy Cook

Jeffrey Crook

L. E. Drexler, Magic Valley Trail Machine Assn., Inc.
Charles C. Yoder, Sierra Club, Northern Rockies Chapter
Dennis Reese

Joe Ultican

Sheldon Bluestein

Dorian Duffin

Tom Vanderburg

Tim Evans

Charlotte Evans

Michael W. Baldwin

Devan R. Varin

Sally Goodell, Idaho Conservation League
Dennis Baird

USDI, National Park Service, Pacific Northwest Region
Randall E. Morris

Philip R. Miller

Daniel L. Green

Michael R. Jones

Aldrich Bowler

Di Bowler

Jerry Jayne

Robert Jones

Verna Hall

Bob J. Muffley

Bruce Hayte

Donna Pasker

Committee for Idaho's High Desert

John R. Swanson

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Scott Ploger

John R. Swanson

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
USDI, Bureau of Reclamation
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COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

The 79 comment letters received are reprinted in this section in the
order they were received. The identifying number in the upper-right-hand
corner of each letter corresponds to the list in Table 5-3. The comments for
which responses have been printed are identified by vertical lines and
consecutive numbers in the left margins of the letters. The corresponding
responses follow each letter and are numbered to match the comments.
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Letter Number 1

E. Fred Birdsall Conoco Inc.
Oirector Administration and Personnei 555 17th Street
Oenver, CO 80202
(303) 575-6123

November 2, 1982

Mr. Rob Hellie

EIS Team Leader

Bureau of Land Management

Shoshone District Office Re: Shoshone/Sun Valley Plan
P. O. Box 2B Amendment Wilderness DEIS
Shoshone, Idaho 83352

Dear Mr. Hellie:

The work leading to the BLM's preferred alternative for partial wilderness
(23,735 acres out of a possible 86,603) shows substantial diligence and
reflects a clear attempt to even-handed treatment of conflicts. You
correctly observe that each of the WSAs is prospectively valuable for oil
and gas, although the lack of leasing or lease applications is evidence that
these lands are still regarded as high-risk frontier areas for oil.

We appreciate the fact that you have endeavored, albeit with scant data, to
take into account the effect of wilderness designation on mineral resource
development in the WSAs. Even though leasing interest is currently low,
surprises are routine in the oil business and we hesitate, therefore, to
endorse any withdrawal unless the case for wilderness designation is over-
whelmingly the obvious choice and the sacrificial tradeoff is worth the price.

In the case of the 23,735 acres recommended as suitable, no determination of
the subsurface resource potential has been made, no wells having been drilled.
The tradeoff for wilderness foreclosure is thus undefined, a classic "pig-in-
a-poke". Neither suitability nor non-suitability can be gauged.

Lacking the criteria to make an informed decision, we must favor the no
wilderness/no action alternative.

With regard to your Table 4-5 Wilderness Quality Standard Summary we do take
exception with your comment under "Impact of Nondesignation on Wilderness
Values: Discovered mineral resources could be developed in a manner that would
impair wilderness characteristics." We believe that an abundantly documented
case can be made for the fact that the impacts of oil and gas exploration are
temporary, minimal, and reparable. We can and do operate in harmony with
sensitive environmental values and with no lasting detrimental impact. A
public who vote against nondesignation on the basis of your comment will have
been ill-informed.

Yours very truly,, -

af;‘f 5 7(;5/;A

E. Fred Birdsall

RESPONSE TO LETTER NUMBER 1

Response Number 1

Geologic and Energy Minerals (GEM) inventories were completed for each WSA
to provide information on each area's mineral potential. 1In addition to the
GEM reports, the U.S. Geological Survey and the Bureau of Mines is inventorying
the WSAs recommended as suitable for wilderness to further refine these WSA's
mineral potential. The results of these mineral surveys will be submitted
with this final EIS through the Secretary of the Interior and the President to
Congress.

Response Number 2

Table 4-5 has been removed.




Letter Number 2

o)
)

B STATE OF TDAHO
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENT
AND WELFARE Goiss, 1daho. 83720

November 16, 1982

Rob Hellie, Team Leader
Bureau of Land Management
Shoshone District Office
P.0. Box 2B

Shoshone, ID 83352

Dear Mr. Hellie:

The Idaho Department of Health and Welfare, Division of Environment
has received the Shoshone/Sun Valley Plan Amendment - Milderness
EIS and wishes to submit the following comments:

Air quality is discussed briefly in Chapter 3 - Affected
Environment and Chapter 5 - Environmental Consequences.
However, other than fishery values, neither Chapter
addresses present water quality or possible water quality
jmpacts which relate to the proposed actions. In
particular, the influence of mineral development, forestry

/ and livestock grazing activities on water quality should
be discussed briefly in the final EIS.
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this draft EIS.

Lee W. Stokes, Ph.D.
Administrator

LWS/kks

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

RESPONSE TO LETTER NUMBER 2

Response Number 1

?he issue of the impact of mineral development, forestry, and livestock
grazing on water quality was not analyzed in this EIS. This issue was not
analyzed because the primary influence on water quality in these WSAs, live-
stock use, would not vary sufficiently with or without wilderness designation
to affect water quality in any of the WSAs. Other disturbing activities are
absent or affect such a small area that their influence on water quality would
be negligible (see page 6).




=LTT-

Letter Number 3

Mr. and Mrs. Al Bauscher
Box 333
Fairfield, |daho 83327
November 1982

Bureau of Land Management
Attn: BIS Team Leader
P.0O. Box 213

Shoshone, Idaho 83352

After review of the draft of Wilderness Environmental Impoct Statement for
Shoshone, Sun Valley 