
Finding of No Significant Impact
 
Brandon Niles Suction Dredge Plan of Operations On Marion Creek, Koyukuk 
Mining District 
DOI—BLM—AK—F030–2013–0005–EA 

I have reviewed Environmental Assessment (DOI—BLM—AK—F030–2013–0005–EA ) 
5–21–2013. After consideration of the environmental effects as described in the EA, and 
incorporated herein, I have determined that the proposed action identified in the EA will not 
significantly affect the quality of the human environment and that an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) is not required to be prepared. 

I have agreed that the proposed action is in conformance with the approved Utility Corridor 
Resource Management Plan, and is consistent with applicable plans and policies of state, tribal 
and Federal agencies. This finding and conclusion is based on my consideration of the Council on 
Environmental Quality’s (CEQ) criteria for significance (40 CFR 1508.27), both with regard to 
the context and the intensity of impacts described in the EA. 

Context: 

The Proposed Action would occur in the Koyukuk Mining District, within Marion Creek. 
The Utility Corridor Resource Management Plan anticipates mining development on federal 
mining claims under the premise that mining comply with §43 CFR 3809 Surface Management 
Regulations, stipulations, other applicable laws, and does not cause unnecessary or undue 
degradation of the natural environment. Under the Proposed Action, five federal mining claims 
would be explored and developed along Marion Creek (Table 1). The BLM will authorize 
Brandon Niles to conduct Exploration and Suction Dredge Mining within theses claims. The 
proposed action, as detailed in the mine plan of operations and the Environmental Assessment, 
will allow suction dredge mining and the use of mechanized equipment within the stream channel 
to stabilize and move material too large to be moved by hand to ensure the safety of divers 
and suction dredge operators only. 

Table 1. 

AKFF-092874 Sunset Association #6 
AKFF-094648 Sunset A-8 
AKFF-092826 Sunset A-5 
AKFF-092825 Sunset A-4 
AKFF-092824 Sunset A-3 

Intensity: 

1. Impacts that may be both beneficial and adverse. 

The EA considered both potential beneficial and adverse effects . None of the effects are 
beyond the range of effects analyzed in the Utility Corridor Resource Management Plan . 

2. The degree to which the proposed action affects public health or safety. 

No aspect of the Proposed Action would have an effect on public health and safety. §43 
CFR 3809.420(13) authorizes to the operator to post signage and other safety material to 
notify the public of the hazards of the mining operation. 
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3.	 Unique characteristics of the geographic area such as proximity to historic or cultural 
resources, park lands, prime farmlands, wetlands, wild and scenic rivers, or ecologically 
critical areas. 

There are no known historic or cultural resource sites that would be affected by the Proposed 
Action for the approved mining claims. There are no parks, prime farmlands, or wild and 
scenic rivers in the proposed mine area. 

4.	 The degree to which the effects on the quality of the human environment are likely to be 
controversial. 

The effects of actions planned under the Proposed Action are similar to many other mining 
operations that are authorized to operate in Marion Creek.. No unique or appreciable 
scientific controversy has been identified regarding the effects of the Proposed Action. 

5.	 The degree to which the possible effects on the human environment are highly uncertain or 
involve unique or unknown risks. 

The analysis has not shown that there would be any unique or unknown risks to the human 
environment. Placer mining has been pursued in Marion Creek for the last 4 years and 
within the Koyukuk Mining District for over 100 years. The mining reclamation techniques 
have only improved over the years to return much of the historical disturbance back to 
natural settings. 

6.	 The degree to which the action may establish a precedent for future actions with significant 
effects or represents a decision in principle about a future consideration. 

This project neither establishes a precedent nor represents a decision in principle about 
future actions. The Proposed Action is consistent with actions appropriate for the mining 
and resource development as outline in the Utility Corridor Resource Management Plan. 

7.	 Whether the action is related to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively 
significant impacts. 

The environmental analysis did not reveal any significant cumulative effects. 

8.	 The degree to which the action may adversely affect districts, sites, highways, structures, 
or objects listed in or eligible for listing in the NRHP or may cause loss or destruction of 
significant scientific, cultural, or historical resources. 

There are no features within the approved mine plan that are listed or eligible for listing in 
the National Register of Historic Places. The approved mining claims have been determined 
not to have any cultural resources. 

9.	 The degree to which the action may adversely affect an endangered or threatened species or 
its habitat that has been determined to be critical under the ESA of 1973. 

There are no threatened or endangered species in the area of the proposed action as identified 
by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service. 

10. Whether the action threatens a violation of Federal, State, or local law or requirements 
imposed for the protection of the environment. 
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The Proposed Action does not threaten to violate any law. The Proposed Action is in 
compliance with the §43 CFR 3809 and 3715 regulations and consistent with the Utility 
Corridor Resource Management Plan, which provides direction for the protection of the 
environment on public lands. 

Signed: 
/S/ Nichelle Jacobson 5/20/2013
 
Nichelle Jacobson [Date]
 
Manager Central Yukon Field

Office 
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