
                                                   

 

  

     

  

    

   

  

  

      

  

   

 

 

  

 

   

 

   

      

 

  

    

  

  

  

   

 

 

  

   

    

    

    

    

 

 

 

 

SCOPING/INFORMATION PACKAGE 

BLM Idaho, Cottonwood Field Office 

Premium Exploration (US), Inc. - 2011 Plan of Operations 

December 2012 

This information package provides a brief summary of a proposal (Plan of Operations) the Bureau of Land 

Management (BLM) received from Premium Exploration (US), Inc.  Premiums’s Plan of Operations outlines 

exploration activities they wish to conduct on a block of unpatented mining claims located under the 1872 Mining 

Law (30 U.S.C. 22 et seq.). 

The purpose of this report is to inform potentially interested and affected parties of Premium’s proposal and to 

invite comments to assist with the review of the proposed action in accordance with the National Environmental 

Policy Act (NEPA) and other relevant Federal and State laws and regulations.  Analysis of Premium’s proposal is 

ongoing and will be documented in an environmental assessment (EA) NEPA Register No. DOI-BLM-ID-C020-

2013-0005-EA.  Comments received in response to this solicitation will be used to identify potential 

environmental issues related to Premium’s proposed Plan of Operations. 

Location 

Premium’s proposed activities would occur on public land west of Elk City, Idaho. (See Attachments 1 and 2.) 

The majority of proposed operations would occur on land managed by the BLM in Township 29 North, Range 8 

East, Sections 7-8, 17 - 21 and 29 – 33. However, Premium’s proposal includes use of some existing routes and 

establishing new access routes in the Nez Perce National Forest. These existing and new routes would be in 

Township 28 North, Range 8 East, Sections 4-7 and Township 29 North, Range 8 East, Sections 12, 13 and 24. 

Purpose of and Need for Action 

Mining operations on unpatented mining claims must comply with Title 43 of the Code of Federal Regulations 

(43 CFR), Group 3800, “Mining Claims Under the General Mining Laws”. Premium’s proposal falls under 43 

CFR, Subpart 3809.401, “Operations Conducted Under Plans of Operations”.  For proposals subject to Subpart 

3809.401, the BLM must complete the environmental review of the claimant’s Plan of Operations as required 

under the National Environmental Policy Act prior to issuing a decision on the proposal. [43 CFR; Subpart 

3809.411, (a), (3)]. 

Decision to be Made 

Premium’s proposed operations must comply with the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 which 

requires that an action under consideration be in conformance with the applicable BLM land-use plan and be 

consistent with other federal, state, local and tribal policies to the maximum extent possible. The applicable BLM 

land-use plan is the Cottonwood Resource Management Plan (RMP), approved in December 2009. The RMP is 

silent on the proposed action; however, Premium’s proposed operations are consistent with the objectives of the 

RMP for Minerals (MN) which has the stated Goal MN-1 (pg. 39):  “Make federal mineral resources available for 

exploration, acquisition, and production consistent with other resource goals.” 

After completing the required environmental review and consultations, the BLM will provide the proponent with 

a decision that approves, modifies, or rejects the plan [43 CFR; Subpart 3809.411, (d)].  Under Objective MN-1.4 

of the RMP (pg. 40), Action MN-1.4.3 states:  “If necessary, appropriate site-specific mitigation measures and/or 
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stipulations developed during the BLM’s review of an operations plan may be implemented as conditions of 

approval.” 

Preliminary Description of the Proposed Plan 

Premium would utilize one or two small diamond core drill rigs to complete up to 57 exploratory drill holes.  

Each drill site could require some level of disturbance on an area estimated to be about 30 feet by 50 feet. The 

drill rig(s) would be mounted on tracks or on a trailer and be “self-leveling” which would minimize the need for 

site leveling/disturbance.  Access to the drill sites would be via existing roads (estimated 30 miles), some of 

which would require brushing and minor re-conditioning, and overland access which is identified as “New Access 

Route” (estimated 9 miles) on Attachment 2.  Other support vehicles would include pick-ups and ATVs to haul 

supplies and personnel, a small backhoe to dig drilling fluid sumps (typically 2 to 4 feet deep, 2 feet wide, and 20 

feet long) and perform reclamation work (backfilling, re-contouring, roughing), and a small dozer for 

maintenance work on existing roads.  The drill crews would be staying in Elk City and travelling to the drill 

site(s) at each shift change. 

Premium has included the following operational measures to comply with Federal and State laws and help ensure 

no unnecessary or undue degradation of the resources during completion of proposed activities: 

Scoping Notice : Premium Exploration (US), Inc. – 2011 Plan of Operations : Page 2 of 4 

Drill sites will be in locations that do not result in disturbance of riparian/wetland or supersaturated soil 

areas, sensitive plants, or sensitive soils. 

Drilling activity will be suspended when soils are wet to prevent resource damage that may occur, cause 

rutting, or adverse soil erosion. 

Sumps for the collection of drilling fluids (water and drill cuttings) will be dug using a small backhoe.  

Upon completion of drilling, the sumps will be left to dry out and then backfilled and reseeded. 

Above ground drilling fluid collection sumps (if necessary) could be either a log crib (using on-site 

downed timber) lined with oil-impermeable drainage cloth, or a metal stock tank.  Drill cuttings left in the 

log crib or stock tank after the water has been drained/dispersed on the surface of the ground will be 

disposed of in a hole dug with hand tools.  The hole(s) will be backfilled and reseeded. 

All new access routes and drill sites have been located along corridors and/or in areas that require the 

least amount of disturbance to soils and vegetation as possible. 

All supplies needed for the operation (fuels, oils, lubricants, other liquids/gases, drilling mud, etc.) will be 

transported to the site in approved containers and remain in securely stored and approved containers while 

on site.  A centralized storage area for supplies will be utilized to minimize ground disturbance.  Fuel 

barrels or tanks will be stored in secondary containments that have capacity for 1.5 times the volume of 

the liquid being stored. 

Spill kits with absorbent materials and pads will be kept on hand at each site where petroleum products 

are being used or stored. 

All equipment will be cleaned, and any leaks repaired, prior to arriving at the project.  Equipment will be 

inspected daily for leaks or accumulations of grease, and any identified problems will be fixed 

immediately.  The furthest practical distance from live waters will be used for maintenance of equipment.  

All wastes (hazardous, liquid, solid) will be contained and disposed of properly off site. 

If snowplowing is required, plowing will be kept to a minimum and done in accordance with BLM 

protocol. 

All phases of the operation will conform to seasonal fire restrictions if deemed necessary by the 

Authorized Officer.  All pieces of equipment will be equipped with a functional spark arrestor or catalytic 

converter and will have a bucket, shovel and working fire extinguisher(s). 
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No drafting of water from a source on BLM managed land will occur until Premium has identified such 

areas and received authorization from the BLM and Idaho Department of Water Resources. 

Should evidence of human use, artifacts, human skeletal remains, or paleontological specimens be 

encountered during the course of operations, Premium will cease work in that location and notify the 

Authorized Officer.  Work at that location will be suspended until the discoveries have been recorded and 

evaluated. 

In the event of release of reportable quantities of hazardous material(s), Premium will abide by the Idaho 

Department of Lands, Best Management Practices for Mining in Idaho, Chapter 7, “Transportation, 

Storage, Handling, and Disposal of Hazardous Materials, and Spill Response”. 

All drill holes will be plugged in accordance with the Idaho Department of Lands, Best Management 

Practices for Mining in Idaho. 

All disturbed areas will be re-contoured to original condition to the extent possible and compacted 

surfaces will be sufficiently decompacted (scarified or deep ripped) to restore infiltration, as approved by 

BLM.  A BLM approved seed mix will be applied and Premium will perform annual field inspections of 

all reclaimed areas to monitor for reclamation effectiveness and noxious weed infestation for a three year 

period.  Inspections will be documented with photographs or written descriptions which will be provided 

to the BLM.  Any corrective measures deemed necessary by the BLM will be implemented. 

Internal scoping has identified the following Project Design Measures (1 through 4) that Premium and their 

contractors would have to adhere to during the life of the Plan.  Additional measures may be identified and 

included during the environmental review process. 

1)	 Erosion control measures identified for the project to prevent erosion/sediment from reaching live waters 

include placement of sediment fences, mulching, or sediment traps (e.g., straw bales) downslope of 

freshly disturbed sites. 

2)	 All storage/maintenance site will need prior authorization from BLM and will not occur within a 

Riparian Conservation Area (i.e., 300 feet of fish bearing stream, 150 feet from perennial non-fish 

bearing streams, and 100 feet of intermittent non-fish bearing streams, or 100-150 feet of wetlands/ponds 

etc.)  No fuel, oil, lubricants, other liquids or equipment needed for completion of proposed activities 

will be stored on site during non-operational periods. 

3)	 All personal protective equipment (PPE) required by law will be available and used by Premium’s 

employees during operations.  For public safety, BLM and Premium will identify the type and placement 

of warning signs to be erected by Premium prior to commencement of operations.  Restricting public 

access to active operations (i.e., placement of gates or barriers across existing roads) will be coordinated 

with the Authorized Officer.  Upon completion of activities authorized under this Plan of Operations, 

Premium will coordinate with the Authorized Officer to determine if any barriers should remain in place. 

4)	 After disturbed sites have been re-seeded, the area will be covered with straw mulch that is free of weed-

seed and selective placement of slash/woody debris will occur.  Premium will notify the Authorized 

Officer immediately after reclamation actions have been completed. 

Alternatives Development 

The BLM will analyze the No Action alternative in the EA, under which, Premium would not be authorized to 

initiate and complete their proposed Plan of Operations.  If the BLM determines that Premium’s proposed 

operations would result in unnecessary or undue degradation of public lands, the BLM may develop an additional 

alternative(s) with modifications to mitigate adverse impacts. [43 CFR; Subpart 3809.411, (d), (3), (iii)]. 

    

  

 

  

 



                                                   

 

 

  

  

 

   

   

 

     

  

  

  

 

   

  

  

 

 

   

 

  

  

 

    

    

 

 

  

 

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

Public Input Invited 

Comments are specifically requested on the proposed action, alternatives and preliminary issues.  Comments 

would be most helpful if they are directly relevant to the proposal and project area and identify concerns that 

would substantially alter the assumptions and design of the proposed action and alternatives or the analysis of 

effects to be presented in the EA. 

To ensure we can consider your input as we prepare the EA, the BLM requests that you provide your comments 

on this proposal in writing by January 25, 2013.  Written comments may be submitted to Scott Sanner, BLM-

Coeur d’Alene District, 3815 Schreiber Way, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, 83815; or electronically at 

blm_id_premiumpo@blm.gov. Please include the title of this project, Premium Exploration (US), Inc. – 2011 

Plan of Operations, in the subject line. 

Please also identify whether you are submitting comments as an individual or as the designated spokesperson on 

behalf of an organization or agency, and your contact information if you wish to receive future notices or copies 

of the NEPA analysis and decision document(s).  Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, 

or other personal identifying information in your comment, you should be aware that your entire comment 

(including your personal identifying information) may be made publicly available at any time.  While you can ask 

us in your comment to withhold your personal identifying information from public review, we cannot guarantee 

that we will be able to do so. 

Consultation and Coordination 

Some of the existing roads and a couple small segments of proposed new access are on the Nez Perce National 

Forest.  The Forest Supervisor has been provided a copy of Premium’s proposal and will be provided the 

opportunity to comment on the proposal prior to any final decision. 

The Bureau of Land Management will use the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) public participation 

requirements to assist the agency in satisfying the public involvement requirements under Section 106 of the 

National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) (16 U.S.C. 470(f)) pursuant to 36 CFR 800.2(d)(3). The information 

about historic and cultural resources within the area potentially affected by the proposed project will assist the 

BLM in identifying and evaluating impacts to such resources in the context of both NEPA and Section 106 of the 

NHPA. 

The BLM will consult with Indian tribes on a government-to-government basis in accordance with Executive 

Order 13175 and other policies. Tribal concerns, including impacts on Indian trust assets and potential impacts to 

cultural resources, will be given due consideration.  Federal, State, and local agencies, along with tribes and other 

stakeholders that may be interested in or affected by the proposed project that the BLM is evaluating, are invited 

to participate in the scoping process and, if eligible, may request or be requested by the BLM to participate in the 

development of the environmental analysis as a cooperating agency. 

Contact 

The primary contact for questions on this proposal is Scott Sanner, Mining Engineer at 208-769-5032 or 

ssanner@blm.gov. 

ATTACHMENTS (2) 

1 – General Location Map 

2 – Project Area Map 
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