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DECISION RECORD
Kious Basin Sagebrush Habitat Restoration Project
(DOI-BLM-NV-L020-2011-0019-EA)

Background

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has completed planning and an environmental assessment
(EA) to conduct a habitat improvement and hazardous fuels reduction project in the Kious Basin,
approximately 5 miles southwest of Baker, Nevada. The objective of the project is to improve
habitat conditions for sage grouse, mule deer, and other wildlife within sagebrush, mountain shrub,
and riparian plant communities. The project will be accomplished primarily by reducing pinyon and
Juniper trees within sagebrush ecological sites to improve the overall vegetative resiliency,
composition, diversity, vigor, production and cover of native perennial grass, forb and shrub species.
The project will improve habitat for sage grouse and big game within the area and reduce the risk for
catastrophic wildfire within the area. The total project area is approximately 850 acres.

On May 28, 2013 a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the Kious Basin Sagebrush
Habitat Restoration Project was issued and approved. The FONSI was based on environmental
effects disclosed in the EA (DOI-BLM-NV-L020-2011-0019-EA) that was completed for the project.
The FONSI demonstrates that an environmental impact statement pursuant to Section 102(C) of the
National Environmental Policy Act is not required. The above referenced FONSI and EA are
attached to this decision.

Decision

It is my decision to implement the Kious Basin Sagebrush Habitat Restoration Project as described in
the proposed action of the attached EA (DOI-BLM-NV-1020-201 1-0019-EA). All actions, design
features, standard operating procedures, and monitoring as described in the proposed action will be
incorporated during project implementation.

This decision is in conformance with vegetation and fire management resource goals, objectives and
decisions as described in the Ely District Resource Management Plan (2008). This decision also
complies with the Healthy Forest Restoration Act (2003). The decision is consistent with plans and
policies of neighboring local, county, state and federal agencies and governments including the Final
Programmatic Environmental Report- Vegetation Treatments on Bureau of Land Management Lands
in 17 Western States (approved in 2007), White Pine County Elk Management Plan (2007), The
Northeastern Great Basin Resource Advisory Council Standards and Guidelines (1997), and all
supplemental authorities listed in Appendix 1 of the BLM National Environmental Policy Act
Handbook H-1790-1 (2008).



Rationale

The decision to implement the proposed action of the Kious Basin Sagebrush Habitat Restoration
Project EA was selected as it would best meet the purpose and need for the action. Pinyon and
juniper removal within the project area would improve the ecological condition of the sagebrush
community, improve wildlife habitat, reduce fuel loading, and reduce the risk of large catastrophic or
habitat disturbing wildfires. Future natural fires will be less extensive, smaller and of lower intensity
and severity. Smaller wildfires will be easier to manage, reducing the risk to multiple natural
resources, private lands, physical structures associated with right-of-ways and aesthetic values. The
danger of large wildfires will be reduced and the Fire Regime Condition Class will move toward a
natural (historic) ranges. The proposed action will facilitate the accomplishment of the purpose and
need for the proposal much quicker compared to the no action alternative discussed in the EA.

Public Involvement

A scoping letter describing the project proposal was mailed to interested publics on June 23, 2011.
The letter was sent to groups or individuals who have expressed an interest in participating in habitat
improvement and hazardous fuels reduction projects as well as State and Federal wildlife agencies.
The project proposal was also posted on the Ely District website in December, 2012. One group
responded with comments to the scoping letter. The letter of support was received from the White
Pine County-University of Nevada Reno Cooperative Extension office.

A letter was mailed to Native American Tribes regarding this action in December 2012.

Comments were received from two tribes. The comments received from the Piute Tribe indicated no
issues, concerns, or objections to the project. The Duckwater Shoshone Tribe requested a site visit,
A site visit was conduct with the Duckwater Shoshone Tribe on April 11, 2013. The Duckwater
Shoshone Tribe stated that they were in favor of the project and there were no issues or concerns
brought forward at that time.

The preliminary EA was mailed to interested public on December 26, 2012 which provided an open
comment period until January 25, 2013. The preliminary EA was also posted on the National NEPA
registrar website on December 26, 2012. During the review and comment period a letter of support
was received by e-mail from Great Basin National Park on January 25, 2013 and a hard copy was
received on January 28, 2013.

Appeal Procedures
All of the documents supporting this decision are available for review by the public.

Appeal procedures for this decision are outlined in Title 43 of the Code of Federal Regulations
(CFR), Part 4.

In accordance with Title 43 CFR 4.410, any party to a case who is adversely affected by the decision
of an officer of the Bureau of Land Management shall have a right to appeal to the Interior Board of
Land Appeals (Board). In accordance with Title 43 CFR 4.411, a person who wishes to appeal the
decision must file a notice that he wishes to appeal in the office of the authorized officer who made
the decision. In accordance with Title 43 CFR 4.413, within 15 days of filing the notice of appeal and
any petition for stay, the appellant also must serve a copy of the appeal and any petition for stay on



any person named in the decision and on the Office of the Solicitor in the manner prescribed in Title
43 CFR 4.401(c). The office to file notice of appeal and a copy of the notice to appeal:

Bureau of Land Management Office of the Regional Solicitor
Ely District Office Pacific Southwest Region

HC 33 Box 33500 and a copy to U.S. Department of the Interior

Ely, NV 89301 2800 Cottage Way, Room E-2753

Sacramento, CA 95825-1890

A person served with the decision being appealed must transmit the notice of appeal in time for it to
be filed in the office where it is required to be filed within 30 days after the date of service. In
accordance with Title 43 CFR 4.411 (b), the notice of appeal may include a statement of reasons for
the appeal, a statement of standing if required by Title 43 CFR 4.412 (b), and any arguments the
appellant wishes to make. In accordance with Title 43 CFR 4.412 (a), if the notice of appeal did not
include a statement of reasons for the appeal or the appellant wishes to file additional statements of
reasons, the appellant shall file such statements with the Board within 30 days after the appeal was
filed. The address to file such statements to the Board is:

Board of Land Appeals

Office of Hearings and Appeals
801 North Quincy Street
Arlington, VA 22203

If statement of reasons for appealing were filed with the “Notice of Appeal”, no additional statement
is necessary.

Pursuant to Title 43 CFR 4.21 (b), an appellant also may petition for a stay of the final decision
pending appeal by filing a petition for stay along with the notice of appeal.

At the conclusion of any document that a party must serve, the party or its representative must sign a
written statement certifying that service has been or will be made in accordance with the applicable
rules and specifying the date and manner of such service [Title 43 CFR 4.422(c)(2)].

Approval
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Fire Management Officer
Ely District Office

Attachments:

--Finding of No Significant Impact, Kious Basin Sagebrush Habitat Restoration Project, DOI-BLM-
NV-L020-2011-0019-EA

--Kious Basin Sagebrush Habitat Restoration Project Environmental Assessment
(DOI-BLM-NV-L020-2011-0019-EA)



