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Finding of No Significant Impact

I' have reviewed the attached environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed Kious Basin
Sagebrush Habitat Restoration Project DOI-BLM-NV-L020-201 1-0019-EA, dated May 20,
2013. After consideration of the environmental effects as described in the EA, and incorporated
herein, [ have determined that the proposed action with the design specifications will not have
negative significant impacts on the quality of the human environment and that an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) is not required.

This finding is based on consideration of the Council on Environmental Quality’s (CEQ) criteria
for significance (40 CFR 1508.27), with regard to the context and the intensity of impacts
described in the EA.

Context:

The project area analyzed in the EA is located on the east side of the South Snake Range in the
sagebrush and pinyon-juniper benches and foothills southwest of Baker, NV in the Snake Valley
Watershed. The project area is located in Township 13 North, Range 69, 70 East, Mt. Diablo
Base and Meridian (MDB&M); White Pine County, Nevada. The primary vegetation within the
project area consists of black and Wyoming sagebrush and native mountain brush plant
communities among both open and dense stands of singleleaf pinyon and Utah juniper trees. The
total project area perimeter includes approximately 850 acres. All land within the project area
perimeter are public lands administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).

The proposed action does not have impacts or influence outside the watershed within which the
project occurs. The proposed action does not have any regional or global implications that
would expand the context of the impacts.

Intensity:

The following discussion is organized around the ten significance criteria described in 40 CFR



1508.27 and incorporated into Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Critical Elements of the
Human Environment list (H-1790-1), and supplemental Instruction Memoranda, Acts,
Regulations and Executive Orders. The following have been considered in evaluating intensity
for this proposal:

1. Impacts that may be both beneficial and adverse.

The environmental assessment has considered both beneficial and adverse impacts of the
proposed project. The analysis contained within the attached environmental assessment reflects
an equal evaluation of all foreseeable impacts associated with the alternatives. In general, the
impacts associated with the Kious Basin Sagebrush Habitat Restoration Project are considered to
be improving the quality of the human environment through proactive treatments and fuels
reduction management. Temporary displacement of livestock and wildlife is considered to be a
minor and short term impact in relation to the long term benefit on improved habitat and reduced
risk of damage from wildfire.

2. The degree to which the proposed action affects public health or safety.

The proposed action will result in improved public health and safety by reducing the existing
fuel load and crown fire potential that could occur within the existing pinyon and juniper stands
that are established on sagebrush ecological sites. Treatment designs incorporated into the
proposed action will minimize impacts to public health and safety. Public health and safety
could be compromised if vegetation treatments are not implemented in the area. Vegetation,
soils, wildlife habitat and other watershed values will be at substantial risk to wildfire (especially
crown fire) due to continuing encroachment and establishment of pinyon and juniper on
sagebrush ecological sites. Soils will be at immediate risk to wind and water erosion in the event
a large, uncontrolled wildfire event occurred.

The treatments will be conducted according to BLM safety standards. Workplace hazard risks
assessments will be completed by the workforce supervisor prior to on-the-ground activities.

3. Unique characteristics of the geographic area such as proximity to historic or
cultural resources, park lands, prime farmlands, wetlands, wild and scenic rivers or
ecologically critical areas.

The project area is representative of the Great Basin in terms of vegetative condition and
ecological functionality. Treatment design features associated with the proposed action will
improve the overall vegetative composition within the proposed project area. The project area is
adjacent to Great Basin National Park, and the park has already implemented a similar project on
National Park Lands adjacent to this project. No other prime farmlands, wetlands or wild and
scenic rivers are near the area. The area is not considered an ecologically critical area, but
failure to take action to improve the understory species and reduce competition of pinyon and
juniper within the sagebrush ecological site could place the area at risk to decreasing vegetative
composition, resiliency, health, vigor and production of perennial grass, forb and shrub species.
This would increase the site vulnerability to a large wildfire which would also increase the
chance of erosion and/or the establishment of noxious or invasive weeds following a large



wildfire. Failure to complete the project could further reduce habitat for sensitive species if
woody vegetation is allowed to continue increasing in density.

Cultural resources and the potential impacts to those resources within the area have been
considered and it has been determined that the proposed action will not have an impact on these
resources. Cultural resources eligible for consideration in the National Historic Register will be
avoided during project implementation.

4, The degree to which the effects on the quality of the human environment are likely
to be highly controversial.

The methods of vegetation treatment activities are scientifically accepted, and are commonly
employed to meet resource or management objectives. The effects of vegetation treatments and
hazardous fuels reduction are well known and documented and are not highly controversial, as
reduced fuel loading equates to reduced fire severity and intensity. Other projects with similar
actions have been successfully implemented within the BLM Ely District area and in the Great
Basin area. The effects from implementing the proposed action are well known and documented,
and are not considered to be highly controversial.

S. The degree to which the possible effects on the human environment are highly
uncertain or involve unique or unknown risks.

There are no known effects of the proposed action identified in the EA that are considered
uncertain or involve unique or unknown risks. All vegetation treatment methods proposed are
accepted standard management practices that have been successfully implemented in similar
vegetation types within the BLM Ely District area and in the Great Basin.

6. The degree to which the action may establish a precedent for future actions with
significant effects or represents a decision in principle about a future consideration.

The proposed action will not establish a precedent for future actions with significant effects and
does not represent a decision in principle about a future consideration. All future hazardous fuels
reduction, vegetation treatments or habitat improvement projects, if they occur would be subject
to the same National Environmental Policy Act standards and independent decision making. The
project is not part of a future consideration.

7. Whether the action is related to other actions with individually insignificant but
cumulatively significant impacts.

All resources have been evaluated for cumulative impacts in the EA and no significant impacts
were identified. Great Basin National Park has already implemented a similar project on National
Park lands adjacent to this project. This proposed project would be in conjunction with the Park’s
project and would not lead to any significant cumulative impacts. Cumulative impacts have been
addressed in the EA which have been found to be primarily beneficial.



8. The degree to which the action may adversely affect districts, sites, highways,
structures or objects listed in or eligible for listing in the NRHP or may cause loss or
destruction of significant scientific, cultural or historical resources.

The proposed action will not adversely affect districts, sites, highways, structures or objects
listed on or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historical Places, nor will it cause the
loss or destruction of significant scientific, cultural or historical places. A cultural resource
inventory has been completed, and all ground disturbing activities will avoid all sites eligible for
listing in the National Register. The proposed action attempts to restore a natural or historical
vegetation regime for sagebrush and woodland sites. Therefore, the proposed action will not
have an impact on the historic setting or feeling of resources within the area.

9. The degree to which the action may adversely affect an endangered or threatened
species or its habitat that has been determined to be critical under the ESA of 1973.

It has been determined that no federally listed threatened or endangered species occur within the
proposed project area.

10.  Whether the action threatens a violation of Federal, State or local law or
requirements imposed for the protection of the environment.

The proposed action will not violate or threaten to violate any Federal, State or local law or
requirement imposed for the protection of the environment.
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