
                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                           

    

 
 

 

 

 
 

   

  
 

 
 

  

  

 
      

  
 

    
  

 

    
   

  
   

  
      

USDA Forest Service 
Caribou-Targhee National Forest 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r4/caribou-targhee 

1405 Hollipark Drive 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 83401 

(208) 524-7500 
USDI Bureau of Land Management 
Idaho Falls District 
http://www.id.blm.gov/ 

In Reply Refer To: (I-28115, I-0258) 

Dear Interested Party: 

The United States Department of Interior Bureau of Land Management, Pocatello Field Office (BLM) and 
the United States Departm ent of Agriculture Forest Service (FS), Ca ribou-Targhee National Forest (the 
Agencies) will jointly prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for a mine and reclamation plan 
proposed by J.R. Si mplot Company (Simplot) for development of the Dairy Syncline Phosphate Leases 
I-28115 and I-0258 (Project). Simplot has notified the Agencies of their intent to exercise their mining and 
development rights that are granted to them in the leases. The BLM will serve a s the lead a gency. The 
Idaho Department of Environmental Quality will be a cooperating agency in the preparation of the EIS. 
Through the EIS process, the agencies will evalua te the environmental impacts of the Proposed Action 
and alternatives, as well as formulate mitigation of site-specific environmental consequences related to the 
proposed mining activities. 

PROJECT SUMMARY 

The Project is loca ted approximately 12 m iles east of Soda Springs, Idaho in Southeastern Caribou 
County, Idaho (Figure 1.1.1). Activities associated w ith the proposed m ine and reclamation plan would 
occur on lands administered by the FS and BLM, as we ll as on state and private lands, with the mineral 
estate administered by the BLM and the State of Idaho. 

The proposed mining activities consist of six open pits (N ortheast Pit, North Pit, West Pit, East Pit, South 
Pit, and So utheast Pit), topsoil sto ckpiles, mine equipment parking and serv ice areas, access and haul 
roads, a mill and tailings facility, an ore stockpile area, a power lin e extension from Dry Valley, 
permanent external overburden storage areas, and runo ff/sediment control facilities. Proposed access for 
the Project would be via the Georgetown Canyon Ro ad (Figure 2.1.1). A portion of these activities are 
proposed within portions of the Huckleberry Basin Inventoried Roadless Area (IRA). 

Initially, overburden generated from the West Pit would be placed east of the pit in an external overburden 
disposal area. Mining would continue northward from the W est Pit to the North Pit, f ollowed by the 
Northeast Pit, the East Pit, the South Pit, and finally the Southeast Pit. There will be concurrent mining of 
pits as the s equencing progresses. Excess overburden not used to backfill and reclaim the pits would be 
permanently placed in 271 acres of external overburden disposal areas on lease. 

Ore would be hauled in trucks from pit areas to the ore stockpile area, and concentrated in the on-leas e 
mill facility. Ore con centrate from the m ill would be transported to th e Simplot fertilizer plant in 
Pocatello, Idaho via a new underground slurry pipeline that would connect the pr oposed mill with the 
existing slurry pipeline system, located north of the tailings facility. Mill tailings would be deposited in 
the proposed tailings pond facility. 

The proposed tailings pond facility is located approxim ately 4.4 miles northwest of the Dairy Syncline 
leases. The proposed tailings pond is located on FS, BLM, and private lands. A lan d sale with mitigation 
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(BLM) and a land exchange (FS) of federal lands for private holdi ngs are proposed for the proposed 
tailings pond area. The proposed m itigated land sale would require an am endment to the 1988 Pocatello 
Resource Management Plan. The proposed configura tion of the tailings pond would be large enough to 
hold all of the tailings expected to be generated during the life of the mine. 

Disturbed lands resulting directly from the proposed activities would to tal approximately 1,796 acres o n 
lease and 337 acres off lease. New pits would dist urb approximately 1,389 acres of which approxim ately 
1,274 acres would be backfilled and reclaimed. Highwall and pit bottoms totaling approximately 115 acres 
would remain after reclamation is complete. The remainder of the disturbed acre age would consist of the 
following approximate acreage: 34 acres of roads; 271 acres of external overburden disposal areas; 34 
acres of a mill and an o re stockpile area; 299 acres of tailings facility; 33 acres of pipelines, access roads, 
office facilities; and 73 acres of runoff management and topsoil facilities, water monitoring facilities, and 
topsoil piles, all of which would be reclaimed.  

The EIS will analyze the proposed en largement of the lease(s) to acc ommodate Simplot’s plans. This 
includes six areas labeled A – F. Area A is a 330-acre lease modification on the northern edge of the lease, 
Area B is a 200-acre modification on the northeast edge of the lease, Area C is a 240-acre modification on 
the east edge of the lease, Area D is a 252-acre modification on the southeast edge of the lease, Area E is a 
40-acre modification on the south edge of the lease, and Area F is a 40-acre modification on the southwest 
edge of the lease. Environmental impacts from mining operations within these areas would be analyzed in 
this EIS. Based on this analysis, the BLM will issue a leasing decision, with consultation from the FS. 

Issues initially iden tified for the proposed Project include pot ential effects on th e following resources: 
ground water and surface water q uantity and quality; wildlife and their hab itats; livestock grazing; 
wetlands and riparian hab itat; recreation; socio-econom ics; Native American rights, tr eaties, and land 
uses; inventoried roadless areas; visual resources; and cumulative effects. 

Potential impacts to surface resources and water qua lity include erosion, sedimentation, and d issolved 
contaminants such as selenium . Simplot has propos ed to i mplement practices designed to reduce, 
eliminate, or mitigate these impacts. Suitable topsoil would be salvaged from disturbed areas for use in 
reclamation. Reclamation of m ining disturbances would include the fo llowing: removing facilities and 
equipment, backfilling pits, regr ading slopes, restoring drainages, constructing a designed cover over 
reclaimed seleniferous overburden to lim it infiltration of meteoric water, spreading topsoil, stabilizing 
surfaces, revegetation, and environmental monitoring. 

POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVES 

The EIS will, subject to comments received during public scoping, analyze various alternatives, including 
the Proposed Action, with and without is suing lease decision(s) for areas A, B, C, D, E, and F, alternative 
Project access road alignments, alternative tailings facility locations, and the No Action Alternative. Other 
alternatives that may be considered include additional access and haul road designs, revising the layout or 
sequencing of the proposed m ining facilities, diffe rent methods for reducing im pacts from overburden 
handling, and other alternatives developed from public scoping issues, which could provide mitigation for 
impacts. 

 

 

 
  

 

    

   
 

 
 

  

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

     

 
    

   

 
 

 



 

 

  
  

 
   

    
 

 

 

   
 

 

 

    

      
  

 

  
 

   
 

    

AGENCY DECISIONS 

The BLM Idaho State Directo r or delega ted official will m ake a decision r egarding approval of the 
proposed mine and reclam ation plan, proposed land sa le with m itigation, proposed lease modification 
and/or fringe lease approvals (enlargem ent of leased areas), appropriate land us e authorizations on leased 
lands, and an amendment to the 1988 Pocatello Resource Management Plan. Decisions will be based on 
the EIS and any recomm endations the FS m ay have re garding surface m anagement of leased National 
Forest System lands. 

The Caribou-Targhee National Forest Supervisor makes recommendations to the BLM concerning surface 
management and m itigation on leased lands within the Caribou-Targh ee National Forest, and makes 
decisions on mine related activities which occur off lease. Special us e authorizations (SUA) from the FS 
will be necessary for all off lease support structures on FS land for the mine. A FS decision regarding the 
proposed exchange of FS land for private holdings will be issued by the Regional Director of Lands. 

The Army Corps of Engineers may also make decisions related to permits under Section 404 of the Clean 
Water Act. 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

Four public scoping meetings will be held from 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM, each an open house forum. The open 
houses will include displays explaining the Proj ect and a forum for comme nting on the Project. The 
meetings will be held at the following locations: 

  

  
  

  

 

 
 

 

United States Forest Service, S oda Springs Ranger District – 410 Hooper Avenue, Soda Springs, 
Idaho - May 3, 2010. 
Georgetown Elementary School – 142 Stringtown Road, Georgetown, Idaho – May 4, 2010 
Fort Hall Indian Reservation – Tribal Business Center, Fort Hall, Idaho - May 5, 2010. 

Bureau of Land Management – 4350 Cliffs Drive, Pocatello, Idaho - May 6, 2010. 
Additional information regarding th is Project may be obtained from Mr. Barry Myers, BLM, Pocatello 
Field Office, 4350 Cliffs Drive, Pocatello, Idaho 83204, ph one (208) 478-6369. Inf ormation relating to 
this Project will also be posted on th e internet as it becom es available 
at:http://www.blm.gov/id/st/en/fo/pocatello/planning/dairy_syncline_mine.html. 

With this lette r, we a re soliciting public comments on this proposal. Your comments will help to 
determine the issues and alternatives that will be evaluated in the environmental analysis. You are invited 
to direct these comments to: Dairy Syncline EI S, Bureau of Land Managem ent, Pocatello Field Office, 
4350 Cliffs Drive, Pocatello, Id aho 83204. Em ail: Dairy_Syncline_EIS@blm.gov. Comments will be 
accepted through May 13, 2010. 

Comments received in response to this solicitation, including names and addresses of those who comment, 
will be con sidered part of the public reco rd on this Proposed Action and will be available fo r public 
inspection. Comments submitted anonymously will be accepted and considered. Pursuant to 7 CFR 
1.27(d), any person m ay request the agency withhold a submission from the public record by showing 
how the Fr eedom of Information Act (FOIA) perm its such conf identiality. Persons requesting such 
confidentiality should be aware that, under 
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FOIA, confidentiality may be granted in only very limited circumstances, such as to protect trade secrets. 
The agencies will inform the requester of the agencies' decision regarding the request for confidentiality; 
and where the request is denied; the agencies will return the submission and notify the requester that the 
comments may be resubmitted with or without name and address within ten days. 

The BLM and FS believe, at this early stage, that it is important to give reviewers notice of several court 
rulings related to public participation in the environmental review process. First, reviewers of draft EISs 
must structure their participation in the environmental review of the proposal so that it is meaningful and 
alerts an agency to the reviewer's position and contentions. Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp. v. 
NRDC. 435 U.S. 519.553 (1978). Also, environmental objections that could be raised at the draft EIS 
stage but that are not raised until after completion of the final EIS may be waived or dismissed by the 
courts. City of Angoon v. Hodel, 803 F. 2d 1016. 1022 (91

h Cir. 1986), and Wisconsin Heritages, Inc. v 
Harris, 490 F. Supp. 1334, 1338 (E.D. Wis. 1980). It is very important, because of these court rulings, that 
those interested in this Proposed Action participate by the close of the 60-day comment period for the 
draft EIS so that substantive comments and objections are made available to the BLM and FS at a time 
when they can meaningfully consider and respond to the comments in the final EIS. 

BRENT LARSON 
Forest Supervisor 
Caribou-Targhee National Forest 

Idaho Falls District Manager 
Bureau ofLand Management 

Date Date ~ / , 2 . . . /  ;J.o/t:J 
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