
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

GRASS VALLEY 120kV TRANSMISSION LINE RIGHTS·OF·WAY 


ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

DOI·BLM·NV· WOI0·2012·0024·EA 


Base on the Environmental Assessment (EA) DOI-BLM-NV-WOlO-2012-0024-EA, dated June 
2012, I have determined that the Proposed Action, with implementation of all of the mitigation 
and monitoring measures developed in the analysis, will not have a significant effect on the 
human environment and; therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will not be 
required. 

I have determined that the construction of the new 120kV transmission line and associated 
structures, a 25 kV underbuild, improvement and maintenance of access roads, and expansion of 
the existing Grass Valley substation rights-of-way are in conformance with the approved 
Sonoma-Gerlach Management Framework Plan (MFP) and are " ... consistent with other Federal 
Agency, state, and local plans to the maximum extent consistent with Federal law and Federal 
Land Policy Management Act (FLPMA) provisions" (BLM Land Use Planning handbook H
1601-1). This finding and conclusion is based on my consideration of the Council on 
Environmental Quality's (CEQ) criteria for significance (40 CPR 1508.27), with regard to both 
context and intensity factors. 

As a result of the analysis presented above, no additional mitigation measures were identified by 
the BLM beyond those environmental protection measures specified in the proposed action 
(section 2.1.11 Environmental Protection Measures). 

Context 
The Grass Valley 120kV transmission line project is the addition of approximately 4,000 feet of 
a new single pole transmission line and associated structures with a 25kV underbuild. The 
project includes improvement and maintenance of existing access roads and the expansion of the 
existing Grass Valley substation. Total surface disturbance is 19.4 acres of public lands. The 
project is located in Humboldt County, Nevada, approximately 8 miles southwest on Grass 
Valley Road at T. 35 N., R. 38 E., sec. 6, MDB&M. The transmission line will be constructed 
on public lands managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), with the interconnection 
to an existing transmission line being constructed on private land, to be authorized for a term of 
30 years. 

The proposed action includes: 
• 15 new single wood pole structures to be used for the transmission line 
• A typical tap structure (on private land) 
• An existing road to be used for construction and maintenance of the transmission line 
• Improvement of the existing access road, including widening, and maintenance 
• A 30' x 30' extension of the existing Grass Valley substation 
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Intensity 
1) Impacts that may be both beneficial and adverse. 
The environmental assessment has considered both beneficial and adverse impacts of the 120 kV 
transmission line with 25kV underbuild, associated structures, improvement and maintenance of 
the access road, and extension of the substation. Concerns related to natural resources including 
special status species, migratory birds, burrowing owls, raptors, and plants and their associated 
habitat occurred through analysis and informal consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) and the Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW). Any adverse impacts 
would be classified as short-term, since they would either end, or through reclamation be wholly 
or partially mitigated after construction was completed. Upon completion of the construction 
activities temporary construction areas would be recontoured and restored through seeding or 
revegetating. There are no long-term impacts to the area anticipated from the activities. 

2) The degree to which the Proposed Action affects public health or safety. 
The Proposed Action is not expected to adversely affect public health or safety. 

3) Unique characteristics ofthe geographic area such as proximity to historic or cultural 
resources, park lands, prime farmlands, wetlands, wild and scenic rivers, or ecologically 
critical areas. 
There are no unique characteristics within the geographic area associated with this project. 

4) The degree to which the effects on the quality ofthe human environment are likely to 
be highly controversial. 
No controversy with this project was identified during the public review of the Preliminary 
Environmental Assessment. No comments were received during the public review period from 
May 25 through June 25, 2012. 

Native American Consultation has been continuous through the evaluation of this project. 

5) The degree to which the possible effects on the human environment are highly 
uncertain or involve unique or unknown risks. 
The Proposed Action is not unique and does not involve unknown risks on the human 
environment. 

6) The degree to which the action may establish a precedent for future actions with 
significant effects or represents a decision in principle about a future consideration. 
The Proposed Action will not establish a precedent for future actions. There are existing 
distribution and transmission lines in the project area. 

7) Whether the action is related to other actions with individually insignificant but 
cumulatively significant impacts. 
Based on the EA, no significant cumulative impacts are expected. 
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8) The degree to which the action may adversely affect districts, sites, highways, 
structures, or objects listed in or eligible for listing in the NRHP or may cause loss or 
destruction ofsignificant scientific, cultural, or historical resources. 
Two sites, CRNV -22-6065 and CRNV -22-6066 were recorded in the Project Area. Another site, 
CRNV -02-4038, which had been previously recorded was relocated and the site fonn updated. 
All three sites were determined to be ineligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP) by the BLM in concurrence with the SHPO. Far Western Anthropological 
Research Group, Inc. (FW ARG) conducted a Class III Inventory, CR2-3056(P), of the remaining 
uninventoried portions of the Project Area in 2009 and located one isolated artifact (FW ARG 
2009). Isolates are considered categorically ineligible to the NRHP. With the implementation of 
BLM standard operating procedures (SOPs), no adverse impacts, loss or destruction of 
significant scientific, cultural, or historical resources would occur. No loss or destruction of 
significant scientific, cultural, or historical resources is anticipated because there are no NRHP 
listed or eligible sites in the Project APE. 

9) The degree to which the action may adversely affect an endangered or threatened 
species or its habitat that has been determined to be critical under the ESA of1973. 
There are no known federally endangered or threatened species or their critical habitats within 
the project area. The Nevada Department of Wildlife and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
were consulted (informally) and National Heritage Program database was researched in the 
development of this EA. 

10) Whether the action threatens a violation ofFederal, State, or local law or requirements 
imposedfor the protection ofthe environment. 
The Proposed Action does not violate or threaten any known Federal, State, or local laws or 
requirement imposed for the protection of the environment. 

MQ1?Lt ~ 
Michael Truden Date 
Field Manager 
Humboldt River Field Office 
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