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DECISION RECORD 
Blacks Creek Reservoir Management Plan 

DOI-BLM-ID-B010-2012-0007-EA  
 

I have reviewed the Blacks Creek Reservoir Management Plan Environmental Assessment (DOI-
BLM-ID-B010-2012-0007-EA) and have decided to implement the Proposed Action, described 
as follows: 

 
Designate 255 acres of BLM administered lands as closed to motorized vehicle use.  
Construct 0.7 miles of fence to delineate the area.  Two parking lots with trailheads and vault 
toilets would be constructed adjacent to Kuna-Mora Road.  Interpretive signs, wildlife 
viewing blinds, and 3.1 miles of trails would be placed around the reservoir.  Habitat 
restoration would occur on up to 230 acres. 
 

Authorities: 
The authority for this decision is contained in 43 CFR 8364.1(a).  “To protect persons, 
property, and public lands and resources, the authorized officer may issue an order to 
close or restrict use of designated public lands.” 
 
Compliance and Monitoring: 
BLM law enforcement personnel, in cooperation with local law enforcement agencies 
and Idaho Department of Fish and Game Enforcement Officers, will increase patrols of 
Blacks Creek Reservoir for the first several months following this decision.  This 
increased presence is to educate users of the new rules and to ensure compliance with the 
decision. 
 
Terms / Conditions / Stipulations: 
The following persons are exempt from this decision: Federal, State, and local officers 
and employees in the performance of their official duties; members of organized rescue 
or fire-fighting forces in the performance of their official duties; and persons with written 
authorization from the Bureau of Land Management. 
 

PLAN CONFORMANCE AND CONSISTENCY: 
The BLM administered lands are currently designated as “open” to motorized use.  A change in 
designation to “closed” would require a land use plan amendment.  The proposed actions would 
be in conformance with the following objectives from the 1983 Kuna Management Framework 
Plan: 
 
Watershed 

WS-1.1:  Manage all watersheds to achieve stable or moderate soil surface factor conditions 
and, where feasible/economical, strive for maintaining or establishing good perennial 
vegetation cover. 
 

Wildlife (Terrestrial) 
WL-2:  Manage sensitive species habitat in the Kuna Planning Unit (KPU) to maintain or 
increase existing and potential populations. 
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WL-4:  Manage upland game and waterfowl habitats in the KPU to increase populations of 
these highly desirable species. 
 
WL-4.5:  Provide reasonable nesting and brood-rearing habitat for waterfowl along 94 miles 
of rivers, streams, and reservoirs within the KPU (specific measures are listed). 
 
WL-5:  Maintain and/or enhance unique or special habitats to retain and/or improve their 
character and value for wildlife, research, and human enjoyment.  Protect habitats supporting 
nongame wildlife with high public and/or biological interest. 

 
Wildlife (Aquatic) 

WL(aq)-1.3:  Work with Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG) and Idaho Department 
of Water Resources (IDWR) to establish a conservation pool in the Mountain Home, Indian 
Creek, and Blacks Creek reservoirs. 

 
Recreation 

R-1:  Provide high-quality, varied recreation opportunities commensurate with public 
demand, placing emphasis on managing dispersed-type opportunities.  Develop facilities as 
needed to control visitors, protect resources, and accommodate public use.  Manage 
recreation sites to maximize benefits to the users and to ensure availability for future 
development. 

 
Alternatives Considered:  
The alternatives analyzed in the environmental assessment considered the proposed action and a 
no action alternative. 
 
Rationale for Decision:  
Activities associated with off-highway vehicle use around Blacks Creek Reservoir have created a 
situation where natural resources, wildlife habitat, and public health and safety are at risk.  The 
decision to restrict off-highway vehicle use in the area is being made to protect important fish 
and wildlife habitat and other natural resource values.  
 
Protest/Appeal Language: 
This decision is in full force and effect upon the date it is signed by the authorized officer and 
will remain in effect while any appeal is pending unless the Interior Board of Land Appeals 
(IBLA) issues a stay pursuant to 43 CFR 3150.2. 
 
Any appeal of this decision must follow the procedures set forth in 43 CFR Part 4.  Within 30 
days of the decision, a notice of appeal must be filed in the office of the authorized officer at the 
Four Rivers Field Office, 3948 Development Ave., Boise, Idaho 83705.  If a statement of reasons 
for the appeal is not included with the notice, it must be filed with the Interior Board of Land 
Appeals, Office of Hearings and Appeals, U.S. Department of the Interior, 801 North Quincy St. 
Suite 300, Arlington, VA 22203 within 30 days after the notice of appeal is filed with the 
authorized officer. 
 
To file a petition for stay pursuant to 43 CFR part 4.21(b), it must accompany your notice of 
appeal and must show sufficient justification based on the following standards: 
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(1)  The relative harm to the parties if the stay is granted or denied. 
(2)  The likelihood of the appellant's success on the merits. 
(3)  The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not granted, and 
(4)  Whether the public interest favors granting the stay. 

 
If a petition for stay is submitted with the notice of appeal, a notice of appeal and petition for 
stay must be served on each party named in the decision from which the appeal is taken, and 
with the IBLA at the same time it is filed with the authorized officer. 
 
A copy of the notice of appeal, any statement of reasons, and all pertinent documents must be 
served on each adverse party named in the decision from which the appeal is taken and on the 
Office of the Solicitor, Field Solicitor-U.S. Department of the Interior, University Plaza, 960 
Broadway Avenue, Suite 400, Boise, Idaho 83706, not later than 15 days after filing the 
document with the authorized officer and/or IBLA. 
 
 
 
/s/ Matthew McCoy  for  8/31/2012 
                                                                                          
Terry A. Humphrey  Date 
Authorized Officer 


