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Dear Intereéted Public:

The Ely District BLM, Schell Field Office has issued a Decision Record (DR) and Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) regarding the South Steptoe Valley Watershed Restoration Plan (DOI-
BLM-NV-2011-0013-EA). The project aims to improve vegetative diversity, understory species
abundance, and wildlife habitat. The project area is rated Fire Regime Condition Class (FRCC) 2,
indicating that vegetation communities have moderately departed from reference conditions. The
overall goal of the project is to move vegetation closer to reference conditions or FRCC 1 (low
departure).

The project will utilize a variety of treatment methods to reduce tree densities within traditional
sagebrush communities, minimize the occurrence of invasive non-native and noxious plant species,
and restore aspen stands and other woodlands within the project area. Treatment methods and
specific treatment units are described in the Environmental Assessment (EA).

The BLM provided the preliminary EA to the public for a 30-day comment period on June 24, 2011.
Based on the comments received, changes were made to the document and all comments were
individually addressed in Appendix E of the EA.

The FONSI, DR, and final EA analyzing the proposed action, alternative actions and any potentially
significant impacts to the quality of the human environment, are available at the National NEPA
Registrar web page at https://www.blm.gov/epl-front-office/eplanning/nepa/nepa_register.do. To
navigate to this project webpage (from the link above), scroll down to and select “Nevada” in the
“State(s)” list, this will populate the “Office(s)” list, select “NV-Schell FO”. Under “Fiscal Year(s)”,
select “2011” and then click the “Search” button on the right of the screen. This should take you to a
list of projects, find and select this project (DOI-BLM-NV-2011-0013-EA) to display the project
webpage. Navigate through the project webpage using the links on the left. The Final EA, FONSI
and DR can be found under “Links”.

For more information please contact Gloria Tibbetts, Planning and Environmental Coordinator, at
(775) 289-1825 or gtibbetts@blm.gov.

Sincerely,

/.

Mary D’ Aversa
Field Manager
Schell Field Office



