
  
 

 
 

   
  

  
  

 
 

 
   

 
    

  
 

 
   

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
    

  
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 
  

  

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION
 

Project Name/Applicant: Amy Ranches Buried Pipeline ROW Amendment 
Project/Case File Number: IDI-22581 
Project Lead: Becky Lazdauskas, Realty Specialist 
CE Number: DOI-BLM-ID-I010-2011-0013-CX 
Date of Preparation: February 14, 2013 

PROPOSED ACTION: 

On January 11, 2011, Mr. Alan Amy of Amy Ranches, submitted an application (SF-299) 
requesting a right-of-way (ROW) amendment to the existing buried pipeline ROW, IDI-22581.   
The ROW was issued to Amy Ranches on September 12, 1986 for a 50 year term, expiring on 
September 11, 2036.  The authorization allows for 2 segments of buried pipeline which provides 
water for a hydroelectric facility on the private land.  The current ROW is approximately 3.23 
miles in length with a 40 foot width, encumbering 15.64 acres, more or less.  The pipeline is 
located on public lands in Butte County, within sections 15 and 20-22, T. 10 N., R. 27 E., B.M., 
Idaho (see Exhibit A).   

Amy Ranches no longer needs the 40 feet ROW width.  Mr. Amy has stated that all activities 
including maintenance and pipe replacement can be accommodated within a 15-foot width in 
section 15 and 22 and a 20-foot width in sections 20 and 21.  Mr. Amy understands that once the 
width is reduced and there is a need to use the area outside of the 15 and 20 feet width, he would 
have to notify the BLM and request an amendment which could mean additional application fees 
and environmental work. 

The ROW would be amended as follows, approximately 9,440 feet of the ROW would have a 
width of 20 feet (buried pipeline in sections 20 and 21) encumbering 4.33 acres, the section of 
the pipeline within sections 15 and 22 would be approximately 7,340 feet in length with a ROW 
width of 15 feet, encumbering approximately 2.53 acres.  It appears that there is a slight 
difference in the length in the original grant, 17,054 feet, and the length determined presently of 
16,780 feet.  This is likely due to improved mapping technology.  The total ROW would be 
amended to include 6.86 acres.  Another item that was left out of the original grant was the fact 
that the ROW includes an access road for maintenance purposes located adjacent to or on the 
buried pipeline.  This should be included in the amendment. 

The ROW amendment is being requested under the authority of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act of October 21, 1976 (90 Stat. 2776; 43 U.S.C. 1761) and current Bureau 
regulations found at 43 CFR 2800.  Rental would be required in accordance with 43 CFR 2806. 

CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION: 

A description of the proposed action was posted on January 14, 2011 to the online NEPA 
register.  This is available to members of the public through the USFO webpage. 
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FINDING AND RECOMMENDATION: 

The proposed action is categorically excluded as outlined in 516 DM 11.9, Appendix 4 E (13) 
and none of the extraordinary circumstances described in 516 DM 2, Appendix 2 apply.  The 
exclusion states, amendments to existing rights-of-way, such as the upgrading of existing 
facilities, which entail no additional disturbances outside of the right-of-way boundary may be 
excluded from further environmental review. 

I recommend that the ROW authorization, IDI-22581, allowing the use of public land for a 
buried pipeline be amended as described above.  To conform to current policy and regulations, I 
recommend that the expiration date be changed to December 31, 2036.  The amendment would 
be issued subject to the terms and conditions of the grant issued on September 12, 1986 (Exhibit 
B) and current regulations found at 43 CFR 2800.  The right-of-way amendment would be 
granted under the authority of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of October 21, 1976 
(90 Stat. 2776; 43 U.S.C. 1761).  The authorization would be subject to rent in accordance with 
43 CFR 2806. 

DECISION AND RATIONALE FOR THE DECISION: 

It is my decision to authorize the proposed amendment to ROW IDI-22581, allowing for the 
changes to the buried pipeline as described in the Proposed Action.  The ROW would encumber 
approximately 6.86 acres, including the access road.  The grant would expire on December 31, 
2036 subject to the terms and conditions of the original grant (Exhibit B) and regulations found 
at 43 CFR 2800.  The holder is responsible for rental as required in accordance with 43 CFR 
2806. 

Issuance of the right-of-way amendment would cause no significant environmental disturbance. 
The subject action qualifies as a Categorical Exclusion and meets the criteria contained in 516 
DM 11.9, Appendix 4 E (13).  None of the exceptions found in 516 DM 2, Appendix 2 apply. 

LAND USE PLAN CONFORMANCE: 

The Proposed Action is located in Butte County, Idaho, within the boundaries of the Upper 
Snake Field Office (USFO). The 1981 Little Lost/Birch Creek Management Framework Plan 
(MFP) states in Decision L-3.1 (Lands section) that approval of ROW applications will be 
considered on an individual basis, taking into consideration the impacts on the resources which 
would be affected.  The Proposed Action has been determined to be in conformance with the 
terms and conditions of the applicable BLM Land Use Plans as required by 43 CFR 1610.5. 

APPEALS INFORMATION: 

Appeal procedures may be found at 43 CFR 4.21 (58 FR 4939, January 19, 1993) or 43 CFR 
2801.10. 
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Realty Specialist 

/s/ Becky Lazdauskas 
Realty Specialist 

2/15/13 
Date 

/s/ Josh Gibbs 
NEPA Reviewer 

2/19/2013 
Date 

/s/ Jeremy Casterson 
Field Manager 

2/19/2013 
Date 
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Extraordinary Circumstances Requiring Preparation of an EA or EIS 

(516 DM 2, Appendix 2)
 
The action described in categorical exclusion # DOI-BLM-ID-I010-2011-0013-CX (IDI-22581)
 
has been reviewed to determine that none of the extraordinary circumstances listed below pertain 

to the proposed action.
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 DM # 	   Extraordinary Circumstance
  

 2.1	  Have significant impacts on public health or safety 
 2.2	   Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic characteristics 

  as historic or cultural resources; park, recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild 
or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or principal drinking water aquifers; 

 prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990); floodplains (Executive Order 
 11988); national monuments; migratory birds; and other ecologically significant or 

critical areas.  
 2.3	  Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts 

   concerning alternative uses of available resources [NEPA section 102(2)(E)]. 
 2.4	  Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or involve unique 

or unknown environmental risks. 
 2.5	   Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about future 

 actions with potentially significant environmental effects. 
 2.6	  Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but 

cumulatively significant environmental effects.  
 2.7	 Have significant impacts on properties listed or eligible for listing on the National 

 Register of Historic Places as determined by either the bureau or office.  
 2.8	   Have significant impacts on species listed or proposed to be listed on the List of 

Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on designated critical  
habitat for these species.  

 2.9	   Violate a Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for the 
protection of the environment. 

 2.10	   Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority populations 
(Executive Order 12898). 

 2.11	    Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian  
   religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical integrity of such 

sacred sites (Executive Order 13007).  
 2.12	 Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or non

 native invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that may promote the 
  introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species (Federal Noxious Weed 

Control Act and Executive Order 13112).  
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