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IN REPLY REFER TO:

UT-080-1610-010J

Dear Reader:

Enclosed is the Proposed Resource Management Plan (PRMP) and Final Environmental Impact
Statement (FEIS) for the Vernal Field Office. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) prepared the
PRMP/FEIS in consultation with cooperating agencies, taking into account public comments received
during this planning effort. This PRMP/FEIS provides a framework for the future management direction
and appropriate use of BLM-administered lands and resources located in Daggett, Duchesne, and Uintah
Counties, as well as 3,000 acres of public lands in Grand County, Utah. The document contains both land
use planning decisions and implementation decisions to guide the BLM’s management of the Vernal
Field Office. The PRMP/FEIS is open for a 30-day review and protest period beginning the date the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) publishes the Notice of Availability of the FEIS in the Federal
Register.

This PRMP/FEIS has been developed in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(NEPA) and the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA). The PRMP/FEIS is
largely based on Alternative A, the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMP and EIS, which was released
in January 2005. A Supplement to the Draft RMP/FIS evaluating non-WSA lands with wilderness
characteristics was released in October 2007. This PRMP/FEIS contains the proposed plan and potential
impacts of the proposed plan. The alternatives presented in the Draft and Draft Supplement RMP/EIS are
also provided for comparative purposes. Major comments received during the public review period of the
Draft RMP/EIS as well as the Draft Supplement and responses to these comments are provided on an
attached CD. To aid the reader, substantive changes made between the Draft RMP/EIS and the
PRMP/FEIS are described in Chapter 1 and are detailed in Appendix N.

Pursuant to BLM’s planning regulations at 43 CFR 1610.5-2, any person who participated in the planning
process for this PRMP and has an interest which is or may be adversely affected by the planning decisions
may protest approval of the planning decisions within 30 days from date the Environmental Protection
Agency publishes the Notice of Availability in the Federal Register. For further information on filing a
protest, please see the accompanying protest regulations in the pages that follow (labeled as Attachment
1). The regulations specify the required elements of your protest. Take care to document all relevant
facts. As much as possible, reference or cite the planning documents or available planning records (e.g.
meeting minutes or summaries, correspondence, etc.). To aid in ensuring the completeness of your
protest, a protest check list is attached to this letter (labeled as Attachment 2). If your protest does not
include all of the elements outlined in 43 CFR 1610.5-2 the BLM will not respond to your protest.
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