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APPENDIX I. VISUAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT (VRM) CLASS 

OBJECTIVES 

Class I – The objective of Class I is to preserve the existing character of the landscape.  This 
class provides for natural ecological changes; however, it does not preclude very limited 
management activities.  The level of change to the characteristic landscape should be very low 
and should not attract attention. 

Class II – The objective of Class II is to retain the existing character of the landscape.  The level 
of change to the landscape should be low.  Management activities may be seen, but should not 
attract the attention of the casual observer.  Any changes to the landscape must repeat the basic 
elements of form, line, color, and texture found in the predominant natural features of the 
characteristic landscape. 

Class III – The objective of Class III is to partially retain the existing character of the landscape.  
The level of change to the landscape should be moderate.  Management activities may attract the 
attention of the casual observer, but should not dominate the view of the casual observer.  
Changes should repeat the basic elements found in the predominant natural features of the 
characteristic landscape. 

Class IV – The objective of Class IV is to provide for management activities that require major 
modifications to the existing character of the landscape.  The level of change to the landscape 
can be high.  The management activities may dominate the view and may be the major focus of 
viewer attention.  However, every attempt should be made to minimize the impact of these 
activities through careful location, minimal disturbance, and repetition of the basic visual 
elements of form, line, color, and texture. 




