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Abstract 

Lead Agency: U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI), Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 

Type of Action: Administrative 

Jurisdiction: San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Monterey, San Benito, Santa Clara, Alameda, 

southern Contra Costa, southwest San Joaquin, western Stanislaus, western Merced, and western 

Fresno Counties, California 

Abstract: The Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment (RMPA) and Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIS) describe and analyze alternatives for the planning and management of oil and 

gas development on public lands and split mineral estate lands administered by the BLM, Central 

Coast Field Office (CCFO).  The Planning Area is located in central California, and comprises 

approximately 6.8 million acres of land.  Within the decision area, the BLM administers 

approximately 284,000 acres of surface estate and 793,000 acres of Federal mineral estate. 

Through this RMPA, the BLM is revising the existing Resource Management Plan for the 

Southern Diablo Mountain Range and Central Coast of California (2007) to analyze the effects 

of alternative oil and gas management approaches on lands with Federal mineral estate.  New cir-

cumstances and information regarding oil and gas exploration and development, including 

unconventional reservoirs and well stimulation techniques, have prompted the BLM to prepare 

this Draft RMPA.  As part of the RMPA, the BLM conducted scoping to solicit input from the 

public and interested agencies on the nature and extent of issues and impacts to be addressed. 

To assist the agency decision maker and the public in focusing on appropriate solutions to plan-

ning issues, the Draft EIS considers five alternative RMPs. 

Alternative A is a continuation of current management (No Action Alternative).  Under this 

alternative, the BLM would continue to manage oil and gas development under the existing RMPs. 

Alternative B would limit the areas open to oil and gas development to lands within oil and gas 

fields and 0.5-mile buffer areas currently defined by the California Division of Oil, Gas, and 

Geothermal Resources.  Under Alternative C, areas of high oil and gas potential or within oil and 

gas fields and 0.5-mile buffer would remain open.  Areas of moderate and low potential and core 

population areas of the kangaroo rat in the vicinity of Panoche, Griswold, Tumey, and Ciervo Hills 

would be closed.  Alternative D would leave open Federal mineral estate underlying BLM sur-

face estate and close split estate lands; the Ciervo Panoche Natural Area would also be closed.  

Under Alternative E, Federal mineral estate outside of California DWR Bulletin 118 groundwater 

basins and sub-basins would be open; Federal mineral estate within these groundwater basins and 

sub-basins would be closed.  Under all alternatives, areas closed under the 2007 RMP would 

remain closed (Wilderness, Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), Clear Creek Serpentine Area of Crit-

ical Environmental Concern (ACEC), and Fort Ord National Monument). 

When completed, the ROD for the RMPA will provide comprehensive long-range decisions for 

managing oil and gas resources in the CCFO.  Comments are accepted for 90 days following the 

date on which the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency publishes the Notice of Availability for 

this Draft RMPA and EIS in the Federal Register.  Comments may be submitted online using the 

RMPA revision website at: https://www.blm.gov/programs/planning-and-nepa/plans-in-

development/california/central-coast-rmp-amendment-for-oil-and-gas or via e-mail to BLM_CA

_OGEIS@blm.gov.  Comments may also be submitted by mail to: BLM, California State Office, 

Attn: CCFO O&G Leasing EIS, 2800 Cottage Way, Room W-1623, Sacramento, CA 95825. 

https://www.blm.gov/programs/planning-and-nepa/plans-in-development/california/central-coast-rmp-amendment-for-oil-and-gas
https://www.blm.gov/programs/planning-and-nepa/plans-in-development/california/central-coast-rmp-amendment-for-oil-and-gas
mailto:BLM_CA‌_OGEIS@blm.gov
mailto:BLM_CA‌_OGEIS@blm.gov
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United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

California State Office 

2800 Cottage Way. Suite W J 623 

Sacramento, CA 95825 

www.bl111.gov/ca 

December 2016 
In reply refer to: 
1610-5.G.1.4 

Dear Reader: 

Attached for your review and comment is the Draft Resource Management Plan Amend­
ment/Draft Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPNEIS) for the Bureau of Land 

Management (BLM) Central Coast Field Office. 1 The BLM prepared this document in 
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended, the Federal 
Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, as amended, implementing regulations, the 
BLM's Land Use Planning Handbook (H-1601-1), and other applicable law and policy. 

The Planning Area consists of about 6.8 million acres of land which includes about 
284,000 acres of ELM-administered public lands and about 793,000 acres of Federal 
mineral estate managed by the Central Coast Field Office. The Central Coast Field 
Office administers land and mineral resources within an area that encompasses the 
entirety or portions of twelve counties in north-central coastal California. When 
approved, this RMP A will amend the 2007 Hollister Field Office RMP for oil and gas 
leasing and development and will guide the management of public lands and Federal 
mineral estate administered by the Central Coast Field Office into the future. The Draft 
RMP A/EIS for Oil and Gas Leasing and Development and supporting information is 
available on the project web site at: https://www.blm.gov/programs/planning-and-nepa/
plans-in-development/california/central-coast-rmp-amendment-for-oil-and-gas. 

The BLM encourages the public to provide information and comments pertaining to the 
analysis presented in the Draft RMPNEIS. We are particularly interested in feedback 
concerning the adequacy and accuracy of the proposed alternatives, the analysis of their 
respective management decisions, and any new information that would help the BLM as 
it develops the plan. In developing the Proposed RMP A/Final EIS, which is the next 
phase of the planning process, the decision maker may select various management decisions 
from each of the alternatives analyzed in the Draft RMP A/EIS for the purpose of 
creating a management strategy that best meets the needs of the resources and values in 
this area under the BLM multiple use and sustained yield mandate. As a member of the 
public, your timely comments on the Draft RMP NEIS for Oil and Gas Leasing and 
Development will help formulate the Proposed RMPA/Final EIS. Comments will be 
accepted for ninety (90) calendar days following the Environmental Protection Agency's 
(EPA) publication of its Notice of Availability in the Federal Register. The BLM can best 
utilize your com­ments and resource information submissions if received within the 
review period. Comments may be submitted electronically at: BLM CA 
OGEIS@blm.gov. 

The Hollister Field Office has transitioned to a new location in Marina, California, and is now called the 
Central Coast Field Office. 

1 
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Comments may also be submitted by mail to: BLM, California State Office; Attn: CCFO 
O&G Leasing EIS; 2800 Cottage Way, Room W-1623; Sacramento, CA 95825. To 
facilitate analysis of comments and information submitted, we strongly encourage you to 
submit comments in an electronic format. 

Your review and comments on the content of this document are critical to the success of 

this planning effort. If you wish to submit comments on the Draft RMPA/EIS, we request 
that you make your comments as specific as possible. Comments will be more helpful if 
they include suggested changes, sources, or methodologies, and reference to a section or 
page number. Comments containing only opinion or preferences will be considered and 
included as part of the decision making process, although they will not receive a formal 
response from the BLM. 

Before including your address, phone number, email address, or other personal identifying 
information in your comment, be advised that your entire comment - including your 
personal identifying information - may be made publicly available at any time. While 
you can ask us in your comment to withhold your personal identifying information from 
public review, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so. 
Public meetings to provide an overview of the document, respond to questions, and take 
public comments will be announced by local media, website, and/or public mailings at 
least 15 days in advance. 

Copies of the Draft RMP A/EIS have been sent to affected Federal, tribal, state and local 
government agencies. Copies of the Draft RMPA/EIS are available for public inspection 
on the BLM website at https://www.blm.gov/programs/planning-and-nepa/plans-in-
development/california/central-coast-rmp-amendment-for-oil-and-gas. Copies are also 
available for public inspection at the following BLM locations: 

Central Coast Field Office California State Office 
940 2nd A venue 2800 Cottage Way, Suite W-1623 
Marina, CA 93933-6009 Sacramento, CA 95825 

Thank you for your continued interest in the Draft RMP A/EIS for Oil and Gas Leasing 
and Development. We appreciate the information and suggestions you contribute to the 
planning process. For additional information or clarification regarding this document or 
the planning process, please contact Melinda Moffitt at (916) 978-4376. 

Sincerely, 

ureau of Land Management
`

https://www.blm.gov/programs/planning-and-nepa/plans-in-development/california/central-coast-rmp-amendment-for-oil-and-gas
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PM10 Particulate matter (less than 10 microns in diameter) 

PM2.5 Fine particulate matter (less than 2.5 microns in diameter) 

PRBO Point Reyes Bird Observatory 
PRC Public Resources Code 

PRPA Paleontological Resources Preservation Act 
PSD Prevention of Significant Deterioration 
RCRA Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 

RFD Reasonably Foreseeable Development 
RMP Resource Management Plan 

RMPA Resource Management Plan Amendment 
RNA Research Natural Area 
ROD Record of Decision 

ROG Reactive organic gases 
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ROW Right-of-way 

RTE Rare, threatened, and endangered 
RWQCB Regional Water Quality Control Board 
SB Senate Bill 

SCAQMD South Coast Air Quality Management District 
SCC Social Cost of Carbon 
SDWA Safe Drinking Water Act 
SEAB Secretary of Energy Advisory Board 
SGMA Sustainable Groundwater Management Act 

SHMA Seismic Hazards Mapping Act 

SHP Seismic Hazards Program 
SHPO State Historic Preservation Officer 
SIP State Implementation Plan 

SJVAPCD San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District 
SMARA Surface Mining and Reclamation Act 

SMA Special Management Area 

SN Sundry Notice 

SOP Standard Operating Procedure 
SPCC Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasures Plan 
SPP Spill Prevention Plan 

SSA Sole Source Aquifer 
SWPPP Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan 

SWRCB State Water Resource Control Board 
TAC Toxic air contaminant 

TCP Traditional Cultural Property 
TDS Total dissolved solids 

TL Timing Limitation 
TMDL Total maximum daily load 

UIC Underground Injection Control 
URIC Underground Injection Program 
USACE U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

USC United States Code 
USDOT U.S. Department of Transportation 

USDW Underground Source of Drinking Water 
USFWS U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

USGS U.S. Geological Survey 

UVCE Unconfined vapor cloud explosion 
VDECS Verified Diesel Emissions Control Strategies 

VOC Volatile organic compounds 
VRI Visual resources inventory 
VRM Visual resource management 

WDR Waste Discharge Requirement 
WQO Water quality objective 

WSA Wilderness Study Area 
WSR Wild and Scenic River 
ZEV Zero-emission vehicle 
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Bureau of Land Management – NEPA Co-Lead Agency   

Rick Cooper Central Coast Field Office Manager (Hollister) 

Melinda Moffitt Project Manager (State Office) 

Sky Murphy Planning & Environmental Coordinator (Hollister) 

Erik Zaborsky Archaeologist  (Hollister) 

Greg Middleton, PG, CHG Geologist (Hollister) 

Jeff Prude Petroleum Engineer (Bakersfield) 

Ryan O’Dell Natural Resource Specialist (Botany, Soils) (Hollister) 

Dave Jones Air Quality Specialists (State Office) 

Leroy Mohorich Oil & Gas Program Lead (State Office) 

Patrick Mbaba Petroleum Engineer (State Office) 

Jim Scrivner Deputy State Director, Energy & Minerals (State Office) 

Laurie Moore Land Law Examiner (State Office) 

Elizabeth Meyer-Shields Planning & Environmental Coordinator (State Office) 

Mark Chatterton Branch Chief, Energy & Minerals (State Office) 

Aspen Environmental Group  

Hedy Koczwara, Sr.  Associate Project Manager, RFD Scenario 

Emily Capello, Sr. Associate Environmental Scientist Deputy Project Manager, Energy and Minerals 

James Brewster Birdsall, Senior Associate, PE, QEP  RFD Scenario, Air Quality, GHG Emissions, Hazardous Materials and 
Public Safety 

Scott Debauche, CEP Social and Economic Conditions, Transportation and Access, Utility 
Corridors and Communication Sites 

Tatiana Inouye, Associate Planner Special Management Areas, Lands and Realty, Wild and Scenic Rivers 

Matthew Long, Associate Geology, Hazardous Materials, Soil Resources 

Philip Lowe, Senior Associate, PE  Surface Water Resources 

Tracy Popiel, GIS Specialist GIS Analysis and Figures 

Negar Vahidi, Senior Associate Planner Reviewer Special Management Areas, Lands and Realty, Wild and 
Scenic Rivers, Social and Economic Conditions, Transportation and 
Access, Utility Corridors and Communication Sites 

Carla Wakeman, Associate Biologist Biological Resources: Vegetation, Wildlife Habitat, Special Status Species 

Scott White, Senior Associate Biologist Reviewer Biological Resources 

Applied Earthworks, Inc.   

Carrie Chasteen, Senior Architectural Historian, MS Cultural and Heritage Resources 

Jessica DeBusk, Senior Paleontologist, BS Paleontological Resources 

Erin Enright, Senior Archaeologist, MA, RPA Cultural and Heritage Resources 

Richard Hanes, Environmental Compliance Specialists, 
PhD, RPA 

Cultural and Heritage Resources, Reviewer Paleontological Resources 

Geotechnical Consultants, Inc.  

James Thurber, PG, CHG, CEG Energy and Minerals, Geology, Hazardous Materials, Soil Resources 

ioMosaic  

Gemma Dunjo Public Safety 
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List of Preparers  
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Elena Prats, Partner Public Safety 

Peter Stickles, PE Public Safety 

Michael Clayton & Associates  

Michael Clayton Visual Resource Management 

Todd Groundwater  

Alain Boutefeu, Senior Cartographer GIS 

Liz Elliott, Sr.  Hydrogeologist, PG, CHG Groundwater Resources 

Iris Priestaf, President Reviewer 

Amber Ritchie, Staff Hydrogeologist Groundwater Resources 

Phyllis Stanin, Principal Geologist Reviewer 

Kate White, Senior Engineer Groundwater Resources 
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