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EVALUATION 
 
1.)  Was new information submitted by a member of the public for this area? 
 

YES      X   .  NO         . 
 
2.)  If new information was submitted, describe the submission.  For example, did the 
submission include a map that identifies the specific boundaries of the area(s) in 
question; a narrative that describes the wilderness characteristics of the area and 
documents how that information differs from the information gathered and reviewed in 
prior BLM inventories; photographic documentation; etc? 
 
On April 19, 2001, SUWA presented new information to the BLM regarding the presence 
of wilderness characteristics in the area SUWA referred to as the Lockhart Basin, Hatch 
Canyon, and Harts Point proposed wilderness units. On August 8, 2001, and March 11, 
2002, SUWA presented additional information in response to a proposed sale of mineral 
leases affecting acreage in these two proposed units.  In response, the BLM undertook 
field trips to the area affected by the proposed mineral lease sales. The new information 
consisted of maps, photographs and narrative analysis. 
 
On December 30, 2003, SUWA presented a letter with the name of the proposed unit, and 
reference to America’s Redrock Wilderness Act, proposed in Congress.  No other 
information was presented; SUWA’s submission said that specific information, including 
maps, photographs and analysis would be forthcoming.  To date, Moab BLM has not 
received any of this information.  A GIS-based map of the proposed unit was submitted to 
Utah BLM SO, and provides the basis for the area reviewed.  The map includes not only 
the new areas reviewed here, but also associated WIA areas.  Only the new acreage 
within the Moab FO planning area is reviewed in this document. 

 
3.  As a result of interdisciplinary review of relevant information (which may include 
aerial photographs, state and county road information, road maintenance agreements, 



documentation from prior BLM inventories, field observations, maps, master title plats, 
evidence presented as new information by a proponent, etc.), do you conclude:  
 

             a) the decision reached in previous BLM inventories that the area lacks 
wilderness characteristics is still valid. 
 
 (or) 
 
       X     b) some or all of the area has wilderness characteristics as shown on the 
attached map. 
 

4.  Describe your findings regarding specific wilderness characteristics and provide 
detailed rationale. 

See attached narrative 
 
5.  Document all information considered during the interdisciplinary team review (e.g. 
aerial photographs, state and county road information, road maintenance agreements, 
documentation from prior BLM inventories, field observations, maps, master title plats, 
evidence presented as new information by a proponent, etc.) 
 
During the course of the interdisciplinary team review, Moab BLM undertook the 
following steps.  The areas reviewed were the new non-WIA lands only. 
 
From August 15, 2001, through September 19, 2003, BLM undertook 11 field trips to the 
area under review, and took 281 photos.  A primary purpose of the 2003 field trips was to 
verify the San Juan County road inventory as input into drafting alternatives for the MFO 
Travel Plan being prepared in conjunction with the ongoing RMP revision. As part of 
this review, BLM undertook an on-the-ground verification of every route submitted by 
San Juan County east of Hatch Wash itself, and was able to verify the existence of each 
route.  Additionally, BLM was able to verify all routes east of Hatch Wash through a 
combination of filed trips and aerial photography review. 
 
In late 2006 and early 2007, BLM used GIS information to identify potential impacts on 
naturalness including county road data (previously verified as part of travel plan 
formulation), and local GIS data on range improvements, oil and gas wells, vegetative 
manipulations (especially chainings), and community pits.  Master Title Plat data 
available from the State Office GIS was examined for rights-of-way.  
 
BLM Moab next undertook a detailed review of high resolution aerial photos from 2006 
to both verify information from the GIS review, as well as to look for additional impacts 
not incorporated in GIS.  These impacts could include such things as seismic exploration 
lines not included in the county road inventory and other disturbances from past minerals 
activities. 
 
The above steps enabled Moab BLM to prepare a map showing what remaining areas 
were likely to possess naturalness. As described in the attached narrative, much of the 



new acreage was cut off from the larger WIA by roads, other impacts and/or state lands.  
This acreage, regardless of naturalness, failed to meet the size criteria and was dropped 
from further consideration.  Several small parcels adjoin lands found by the Monticello 
FO likely to possess wilderness characteristics, enabling these parcels to possess 
wilderness characteristics only in association with the larger Monticello FO unit. 
 
Moab BLM convened an interdisciplinary review team meeting on January 11, 2007, to 
review the findings from the above steps.  Team members were asked to provide 
information which either supported or refuted these findings, based both on their 
specialized resource expertise and their field knowledge.  Based on input from this 
review, Moab BLM incorporated any necessary changes into its analysis. 
 
The following specific documents and files were utilized: 
1. San Juan County road inventory (GIS) 
2.   Hatch Wash, Windwhistle, Kane Springs range allotment files 
3. NAIP 2006 aerial photos (GIS) 
4. Vegetative treatments (local GIS) 
5. Range improvements (local GIS) 
6. 1999 Utah Wilderness Inventory file (Hatch Wash) 
7. 2003 Wilderness Inventory revision document 
 
 
6.  List the members of the interdisciplinary team and resource specialties represented. 
 
 
Name 

 
Resource(s) Represented 

 
Bill Stevens 

 
Wilderness, GIS, Recreation 

Ann Marie Aubry Hydrology, Soils 
Brent Northrup Minerals, RMP Team Lead 
Chad Niehaus Recreation 
Daryl Trotter Botany, NEPA coordinator 
Donna Turnipseed Cultural, Paleontology 
Katie Stevens Recreation, Planning 
Lynn Jackson Geology, Minerals, Associate FO Manager 
Pam Riddle Wildlife 
David Williams Range 
Maggie Wyatt Field Office Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
Field Office Manager    /s/ Maggie Wyatt                       Date  3/21/07                                
 
 
This determination is part of an interim step in BLM’s internal decision-making process 
and does not constitute a decision that can be appealed. 



 
 



Evaluation of New Information on Wilderness Characteristics:  SUWA’s Hatch Point 
Canyons/Lockhart Basin Proposal  

 
On April 19, 2001, SUWA presented new information to the BLM regarding the presence 
of wilderness characteristics in the area SUWA referred to as the Lockhart Basin, Hatch 
Canyon, and Harts Point proposed wilderness units. On August 8, 2001, and March 11, 
2002, SUWA presented additional information in response to a proposed sale of oil and 
gas leases affecting acreage in these two proposed units.  In response, the BLM 
undertook field trips to the area affected by the proposed oil and gas lease sales.  The 
results from these visits led the BLM to conclude that the acreage directly affected by the 
project lacked naturalness, and affirmed these findings in two signed Reasonable 
Probability Determinations (RPD) dated August 20, 2001, and March 11, 2002.  The 
BLM conclusions only applied to the specific acreage potentially affected by the 
proposed lease sales. 
 
The purpose of the current evaluation is to examine the entire SUWA proposal, now 
known by SUWA as the Hatch Point Canyons/Lockhart Basin proposed wilderness area.  
The area examined excludes acreage evaluated as part of the 1999 Utah Wilderness 
Inventory, as well as acreage lying outside the MFO boundary.  The evaluation includes 
the relatively small acreage previously analyzed in response to the projects outlined in the 
opening paragraph.  The total public land acreage thus examined is 46,729 acres. 
 
From August 15, 2001, through September 19, 2003, BLM undertook 11 field trips to the 
area under review, and took 281 photos.  The primary purpose of the 2003 field trips was 
to verify the San Juan County road inventory as input into drafting alternatives for the 
MFO Travel Plan being prepared in conjunction with the RMP revision. As part of this 
review, BLM undertook an on-the-ground verification of every route submitted by San 
Juan County west of Hatch Wash itself, and was able to verify the existence of each 
route.  Additionally, BLM was able to verify all routes east of Hatch Wash through a 
combination of field trips and aerial photography review.  It must be emphasized that the 
aforementioned aerial photography review uncovered numerous routes, seismic 
exploration lines, and other impacts not submitted by San Juan County as part of its input 
to the MFO Travel Plan.  As a result of the above process, BLM verified the existence of 
over 125 miles of interior (i.e., non-boundary) travel routes on public lands within this 
wilderness proposal.  These travel routes, as shown in the accompanying map, are 
distributed throughout the area, and render most of the area unnatural in appearance.    
The route density, as measured by acres per mile of route, is 240 percent of the density 
for areas found to possess wilderness character in the 1999 inventory (MFO only), and 
1400 per cent of the route density of WSAs within the Moab Field Office.  This road 
mile/acre density shows that most of the proposal area is within 0.5 miles of a motorized 
travel route. 
 
During January, 2007, BLM reexamined areas on the north and western edges of Hatch 
Point that abut lands in Lockhart Basin previously determined by the Monticello BLM 
FO as likely to possess wilderness characteristics.  The area so identified by the 
Monticello FO exceeded 5,000 acres, and was judged to possess outstanding 



opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation and/or solitude as a stand-alone 
unit.  Although MFO lands adjoining Monticello BLM lands are of insufficient size to 
possess such opportunities on their own, they would possess these opportunities in 
association with the Monticello FO’s acreage. Moab BLM therefore undertook an 
evaluation of naturalness for those areas that adjoin the Monticello FO’s acreage. 
 
Based on this analysis, Moab BLM determined that four relatively small areas contiguous 
with lands determined by the Monticello FO to possess wilderness characteristics are 
natural in character.  These areas, therefore, have wilderness characteristics in 
conjunction with the Monticello lands. There were several other small areas adjoining 
Monticello BLM lands that lacked naturalness due to a combination of impacts from 
minerals exploration (primarily seismic exploration lines) or chainings.  Additionally, a 
large area of land on Hatch Point itself had been found to lack wilderness character in a 
finding by Moab BLM in August, 2001, in response to a SUWA submission of new 
information specific to a mineral lease offering. 
 
Based on the above evidence, BLM finds no reason to dispute most of the original 1979 
wilderness inventory findings for the general area, which concluded that the acreage 
lacked naturalness due to man-made impacts.  However, four units contiguous to lands 
managed by the Monticello Field Office were found to be generally natural in appearance 
and possessing opportunities for solitude and/or primitive recreation in association with 
similar lands in the Monticello Field Office.  These units with wilderness characteristics 
are as follows: 
 
Unit 1:  1060 acres 
Unit 2:  81 acres 
Unit3:   1276 acres 
Unit 4:  263 acres 
 
Total:  2680 acres 
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