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100,341
l.a SWEETWATER COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT

' Thomeary, Chadmman  Tom Buris, Vice Chalanan Jean Dickinson, Secretary Tery Havser, Tressurer Randy Shipman, Member

3B Farson Station Road
PO.Box 380 Farson, Wyoming 82032-0360 mnﬂn&ﬂiminf__

May 9, 2003

W B | 2200
Governor Dave Freudenthal | |
Lynn Simons, Natural Resource Policy Coordinator i
\/Shawn Taylor
Governor's Office
State Capitol
Cheyenne, WY 82002

RE: Cooperating Agency — Jack Morrow Hills SE1S
Dear Governor and Ms. Simons:

Find enclosed the commenis of Sweetwater County Conservation Distnict. The District appreciated

the opportunity to work under the State’s umbrella as a “cooperating agency” during the Bureau of
Land Management's Jack Morrow Hills Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement meetings for
the past year. At their last meeting as a group, those entities involved working under the State umbrella
group had agreed to forward their comments to the State by May 9 so that a State position could be
forwarded to the BLM by the May 23 comment deadline. We understood that we would have the
opportunity to meet after the May 9 date but before May 23 to coordinate the comments. Each entity
was allowed to make their own comments, but we felt a united position would be more effective.

While the preferred “multiple use™ sltermnative was endorsed, there are other items that may need
comment. Our guestion at this time is whether this agreed upon process shall be completed

Thanks for the opportunitly to participate. We look forward to hearing from your office regarding &
meeting before final comments are eubmitted

Sincerely yours,
Mary E. Thoman

Mary E. Thaman, Chairman

Cc: Wyoming Department of Agriculiure
Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts
JoAnn Zakoinik and Shirley Del.ambert, SWCCD designees
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\ a SWEETWATER COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT

' Thorman, Charman Toam Bums, ¥ice (hamrman Jean Dhoknson, Seoefany Vacancy Randy Shipeman, Member

3-8 Farson Station Road
PO. Box 380 Farson, Wyoming 62832-0360 (307) 273-5531 ext. 100

May 7, 2003

State of Wyoming Via Electronic Mail: staylo Xastate. wy. us
Governor's Office Regular Mail Certified Return Receipt Requested
cfo Shawm Taylor

Capitol Bldg.

Cheyenne, WY 82002

Re: Cooperating Agency under the State of Wyoming comments on the Supplemental Draft
Environmental Impact Stmtement (EI15) for the Jack Morrow Hills Coordinated Activity
PlanDraft Green River Resource Management Plan Amendment for Public Lands

Administered by the United States Department of the Interior Burean of Land Management
Rock Springs Field Office, Rock Springs Wyoming

Dear SirMadam;

On behalf of the Sweetwater County Conservalion Distriet {SWCCD), below are the SWCCD's comments

on the above referenced Supplemental Drafi EIS. SWOCD (political sub-division of state government )
includes all of Swectwater County, Wyoming. SWCOCT) is governed by 5 locally elected officials and

is charged specifically, pursuant to §§ 11-16-101 er seg., with the protection of natural resources, stabilization
farming and ranching operations and protection of the tax base.

As a result of our statulory mission, Conservation Districts in Wyoming, especially due 10 landownership
paticrns, recognize the intringic relationship between private, state and federal lands in providing lor watershed
health, siabilization of the agricubiure commumity, and the stability of our predominately rural staie, Swectwater
County Conservation District should be included on umy monitoring, evaluation, action, studies, etc. as per
Section 102 (2)B) of the Mational Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) calls for “methods. .. which will insure

that presently unqualified environmental amenities and values may be given appropriate consideration ™

Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations 40 CFR 1505 2 (c); 1505.3 (c) and (d) states “a monitoring
and enforcement program shall be ndopted and summarized where applicable for any mitigation™ and that agencies
“may provide for monitoring 1o assure that ther decisions are camied out &and should do o in important cases ™
The lesd agency must “upon request, inform cooperating of commenting agencies on Progress in camying oot
mitigation measures which they have proposed and which were adopted by the agency making the decision.”
And, “upon request, make available 1o the public the results of relevant monitoring. ™ as wall as Wyoming

§§ 11-16-122 (b) (viifxvi) xvii{xix}(xx) See Appendix A, Appendix B as it relates to SWCCD interim policy.

Sweetwnter County Conservation District would like to thank you for allowing us to participate &8 cooperaion
wmder the umbrella of the State of Wyoming and we offer the following comments.

We suppori the preferred allernative because it balanees maltiple ose and resouree and caltural
protectien. Specific comments that would strengthen and enhance the preferred altemative are as follows.

CONSERVATION ®  DEVELOPMENT @ SELF-GOVERNMENT
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A definition of the “Interdisciplinary Team™ (IDT) should be, A team made up of BLM staff,
Perminiees, Local and State Governments and Interested Public. This definition should be placed in
' the glossary Volume 2 of 2 page G-1-14.

Monitering plan development should include conssltation with the IDT. The JMH arca does
not have 3 completed soil survey on private, state, or federal ground and partncrships shoald be pui
together to accomplish completion of a published soil survey. BLM should prioritize a soil survey of
JMH sres. BLM Priorities should alsa include on the ground monitoring with the BLM and IDT
1 r, to obiain messurable quantifisble duta according ta scientific peer reviewed methodology.
The BLM will need to commit to providing sufficient staff and prioritization of monitoring jointly
with the permittees (See Appenatix C

The SWOCD has reviewed those comments submitied from the Petrolenm Association of Wyoming
and Yates Petroleum Corporation and would like to endorse those comments, and incorporate by reference
herein as comments from the Association (See Appendix D and Ei

Page 2- 92 Desired Plant Community:

Volume | of 2 Desired Plani Communily (based on ecological site description, which is based on
reil surveys) ohjectives for upland and riparian aneas would be established for planning
area through individual site-specific activity and implementation planning. and as updated
ccological sile inventory data becomes available,

Page 2- M Vegetation Treatments:

Volume | of 2 Areas proposed for treatment would be rested one full year prior to treatment (unless vegetation
cover prior 1o treatment is adequate) and would be rested the second growing season after
treatment, unless an on-site analysis jointly by the BLM and permitiess determines this time

' frame should be more or less,
Page AB-1 Al areas where vegetsiion manipulation occurs would be wtally rested from livestock, wildlife
Volume 2 of 2 and wild horse grazing for 3 minimum of (wo growing seasons, or longer if necessary, 1o
allow for the recovery and reestablishment of key forage species (define in Volume 2 of 2 page
-1-14 key forage species here or reference the glossary).

Pajge AB-3 The County Weed and Pest Supervisor with the IDT (as defined im this comment letier above),

Volume 2 of 2 will develop & water monitoring plan for any riparian treatment area prior to chemical applicetions.
For management purposes, riparian habitat is the onsite vegetation found immediately adjacent
and subject 1o the influences of surface and subsurface waters from streams, rivers, or standing
bodies of water.

Page 2- 94 A definition of Herbicide loading is necded here (define in Volume 2 of 2 page G-1-14).
Volume | of 2 Clarification is needed on prohibiting within 500 feet. Several noxious weeds
(55 11-5-102 (apxi) and §8§ 11-12-104 o1 seq.) have invaded riparian zones. Tall white top
and tamarisk are very prevalent in the riparian zones and along the waters edge. Several
herbicides are labeled for use on or adjacent 1o water.

Page 1- 96 Monitoring Plan:

Volume | of 2 An interdisciplinary monitoring plan would be developed by the IDT (as defined in this
comment letier sbove), 1o evaluate the overall effectiveness of implementing the management
decisions for the planning area.

Voleme 1 of 2 the BLM and the permittess if relevant to livestock grazing with on the groond monioring

' Page2-96  Site-specific monitoring plans would be developed for the project proposals jointly with
being done jointly with the BLM and permitices.

CONSERVATION - DEVELOPMENT + SELF-GOVERNMENT
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Page 2-97
Volume 1 of 2

Page 2-97
WVolume 1 of 2

Page 2-97
Volume 1 of 2

Page A17-5,6,7 Resource indicators shoold be based on habiiat characterisiics {measures of the plant eommunity,

Volume 2 of 2

Fage 2- 98
Volume | of 2

Page 2-100
Violume | of 2

Page 2-101
Volume 1of 2

Page 2-101
Volume | of 2

Page 2-102
Volume | of 2

Page 2-103
Volume 1 of 2

Resource indicaiors, developed by the IDT (as defined in this comment letter above), as part of
an interdisciplinary monitoring plan, would be part of the criterin utilized by the IDT for
determining cffccts of all activities on all resource values.

Monitoring data would be assessed and response actions would be determined by the IDT (as
defined in this commeni letier above).

Clarification regarding “timing limitations™ is needed here, Timing relstes to the activity on the
approval process.

i.e., vegetotion), not animal numbers or distribution. Things other than habitat my preclude
wildlife from occupying available habitat; (i e., disease, predation, hunting, eic.).

Fire Suppression:

There are places where basin big sagebrush should be burmed. An example would be dense
stands of old decadent, basin big sagebrush that have replaced meadow types in the bottom of
dramages.

Ernsion Control:

Plesse ke note of the attached soil survey information and Joint Resolution sdopted December
2002 in Joint Convention of the Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts, Wyoming
Stock CGrowers Assocition, Wyoming Wool Growers Association, and in January 2003

by the Sweetwater County Canservation District

Wetlamids and Floodplains:

Projects 1o improve the ecological imegrity of the dunal ponds would be considered for
development on BLM administered public lands by the IDT (as defined in this comment letter
ahove).

Riparian Management Exclosures:

Existing exclosures could be maintined, modified, or removed and new exclosures could be
developed if ihe DT, (as defined in this comment letter above) at a minkmuom, the BLM
jointhy with the permitices will determine if it would benefit resources.

Aqguifer Recharpe Areas:

Studies would be conducted with the involvement of the IDT (as defined in this comment lerter
abave) on p case-by -case basis 1o bener define aquifer recharge area boundaries. Studies would
be done primarily in relation 1o specific projects.

Local governments {Conservation Districts and County Commissions) should be kept involved
in the development of all Transportation Plans.

Wild Horse Herd Management Area Boundaries and Appropriste Management Levels:
Reference consistency with local Sweetwater County Conservation District policy on wild harse
herd management.

CONSERVATION + DEVELOPMENT + SELF-GOVERNMENT
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Page 2-103  Activity and Monitoring Plans:

Volume 1 of 2 In conformance with the Green River RMP ohjectives for vegetation management, & site-specific
sctivity plan would he prepared in conjunction with the IDT (as defined in this comment letter
above) and implemented for the Divide Basin Wild Horse Herd Management Arca 10 ensure
adeguate forage is available to support the AML. of 415-600 horses.

Papge 2-103 A monitoring program woukd be developed by the TDT (as defined in this comment leter

Volume | of 2 usbove) 10 support wildhorse herd management decisions.

Page 2-105 Guidelines for Livestock Grazing Mapagement:

Volume 1 of 2 If Livestock grazing is determined to be a factor for any allotment that does not meet the
Wyoming Standards for Healthy Rangclands, permittees jointly with the BLM will be
involved with standards and puidelings assessments of their allotments and along with
the IDVT {as defined in this comment letier above) determine appropriate actions that
would be implemenied.

' Page 2-107  Forage Utilization Levels:

Volume | of 2 PEC should not be the basis for management prescriptions. See reference here of the BLM
national riparian tcam. “PFC assessments identify possible stream hydrology problems only.”
There are numerous other wols besides use levels that should be considered and utilized to
solve riparian problems related to grazing. i.c., seasons of use. PFC should involve ao up
10 date soi) survey and measurable quantifisble data under peer reviewed methodology.

Page 2-113 Habitat Managemeat Plan:

Volume | of 2 Habitat Management plans would be developed by the IDT (as defined i this comment letier
above), as needed, for highly developed and disturbed arcas to mitigate wildlife habitat losses.

Page 2-113 Habital management plans would include habitat expansion efforts, threatened and endangered

Volume | of 2 specics reintroduction, and population goals and objectives keeping in consistency with local
land and resource use plans.

Page 2113 Tothe extent possible, suitable wildlife habitat and forage would be provided to support the

Valaine 1 of 2 Wyoming Game snd Fish Depariment Strategic Plan objectives where it shows consistency
with local land snd resource wse plans,

Page2-113  Changes in the Wyoming Game and Fish Depariment planning objective levels would be consadered

Volume 1 of 2 based on habitat capability, availability, site-specific analysis by the IDT (as defined in this
comment letter sbove) and consisiency with local lind and resource use plans.

Page 2-113 Waier Developments:

Volume 1 af 7 Wildlife water developments would be considered on a case-by-case basis by the IDT (a3
defined in this comment better above) to maintain or improve wildlife habitat and resource conditions.

CONSERVATION + DEVELOPMENT - SELF-GOVERNMENT
A19A-140

The SWCCD quotes from our 12/20002 Drafi Land and Resource Use Plan and Policy,

Policy 11. Wild Horse Habitat will be managed to support desired population levels
in the (specific HMAs for Sweetwater County). Management plans will be developed. Gathering
and removal plans will be prepared for all other wild horse herd populations, and those gathering
and removal plans will be implemenied. Wi also reference the SWOCT) board supported and
adopted joint resolutions from the 2002 Mega Ag Convention, in reference here, the Wild Horse

i iom: BE IT RESOLVED, that Wyoming Association of Conservation
Districts (WACD), Wyoming Stock Growers Association (WSGA), and Wyoming Wool Growers
Association (WWGA) support immediate emergency federal funding specifically targeted to
azgist the BLM in reducing wild homse numbers to targeted AMLS,
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Page 2-114
Volume | of 2

Page 2-115
Volume | of 2

Page 2-119
Volume 1 of 2

Page 2-123
Violume 1 of 2

Page 2-127
Volume | of 2

Page 2-128
Volume | of 2

Page 2-128
Volume 1 of 2

Page 3- 29
Volame | of 2

Special Status Wildlife Species:

Potential habitat of special stanis wildlife species on federal land or on split estate lunds

would require searches done in accordance with local land a resource wse plans and the
IDT, (as defined in this comment letter above) for the species prior 1o approving any project or
activity.

Predator Damage Contral:

Proposed nnimal damage control activities not compatible with BLM planning and

management prescriptions or ohjectives and users would be identified on a case-by-case basis

by the IDT (as defined in this comment letter above). The IDT (es defined in this comment letter
above) would determing appropriste planning strategies, with input from APHIS-WS

and consisicocy with local land and resource use pluns.

Black-Footed Ferret:

BLM would cooperate with L.5. Fish and Wildlife, Wyoming Game and Fish

Department and Sweetwaler County Conservation [Mstriet on any black- footed fomet
reintroduction within the JMH area.

Experimental population designation should be expanded 10 include all of Sweetwaler County
in regand to the black-footed femet.

Introduction and Re-introduction of Species;
BLM will complete a full NEPA analysis prior to the introduction of native and
non-native {gime) wildlife and fish species.

Mative American Sites;

Sweetwaier County Conservation District and Tribal leaders would be consulied and
tradtitional cultural properties, including respected places, would be prowecied. This would
include negotiating for foreground viewsheds with tribal leaders, the State Historic Prescrvation
Officer, and development proponents.

Expansion Era Rouds and Associated Sites:

Consideration would be given 1o nominating for listing the contributing portions of expansion
era ronds and associated sites eligible for the NRHP as consistent with focal land and
resource wae plans.

Hizstoric Livestnck Management Shtes:

BLM would consali with permitices, local lvestock industry representatives, and

the Sweetwater County Conservation District in determining NRHP eligible historic
livestock management sites. These sites would be protected from surface-disturbing activities
wiflvin & minimum area of 100 feet as long as thal prolection does nol impede proper
livestock grazing management.

3.2.5.4 Ranching-Related Historie Sites:

Only features on public land should be mentioned here. Thess sites mentioned here are on
privately held land, if sites are mentioned they should be referred 1o under their carrect
local known name. Some of these mentioned here are ot locally correct.

CONSERVATION + DEVELOPMENT -« SELF-GOVERNMENT
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Pago 2-129 Mative snd Enre-American Sites:
Volume 1 of 2 An interpretive program on Mative and Euro-American peoples would be developed and
implemented bascd on available information. As documentation warrans, sitcs would be
' protected by inelusion in National Regisier and/or Back Country By Way programs as
determined by the IDT (as defined in this comment letier above) showing consistency with
Incal land and resource use plans.

Page 2-130  Transporiation Planning:
Volume 1 of 2 A transportation plan would be developed by the IDT {as defined in this comment |etier above)
fior the JIMH planning area.

Page 2-130-131 Transporiation planning would provide for access to achieve multiple use goals while
Volume 1 of 2 providing muximem protection for crucial habitais and sensitive resources.
Transportation planning would consider:
- Access restriclions such as seasonal road closures andior gating 10 limit frequency of access in
crucial wildlife habitat;
- Re-routing or rehabilitating existing roads and trails (subject to county review of existing
rights-of-way needs) causing resource damage:
+  Local land and resource pse plans.
- Concenfrating stream and riparian area crossings m key locations to avoid disruptions.
Exceptions may be granted if crossings would reduce sdverse effects, benefit area objectives,
and reduce mides of road (end frequency of use).
Bridges may be required on Pacific, Jack Morrow, Famell, and Rock Cabin creeks.

Page 2-137  Land Withdrawals and Exchanges:
Volume | of 2 Exchanges would conform to the JMH planning objectives and sctions, including a full NEFA

' analysis
Page 1-145 Laesse Stipulations:

Volume 1 of 2 Monitoring data would be assessed and appropriste management actions would be determined
by the IDT {as defined in this comment letter above). Consideration would be given o such
factors as weather, disease, drought, hunting pressure, introduction of on-native species, and
recreation activities.

With the addition of the above mentioned comments 1o the preferred alternative we believe that the drafi SEIS
comains & multiple use alternative, which includes wildlife, recreation, livestock grazing, and oil and gas while
conserving the unigueness of the area,

Cumulative impacts must be evaluated for all present and future activities both within the TMH and adjacent
areas. Economic values of currem and proposed actions must be evaluated. 1tis in the intercst of all resounce
providers 1o conduct present and future land management practices using the best available technology in order to
sustain and perpetuate mnching and farming cperations, preserve natural resources, protect the tax base, control
floods, prevent impairment of dams and reservoirs, preserve wildlife, protect public lands and protect and
promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the people of Sweetwater County as well as the State of
Wyoming,

COMSERVATION « DEVELOPMENT -+« SELF-GOVERNMENT
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Sincerely,

Mary E. Thoman

Mary E. Thoman, Chaimmim

Sweetwater County Conservation District

Coopersting Agency under the State of Wyoming on the Supplemental Draft )
Environmental Impact Statement (E15) for the Jack Morrow Hills Coordinased Activity
Plan/Thafit Green River Resource Management Plan Amendment

Attached Appendix A
Appendix B
Appendix C
Appendix D
Appendix E

Ce: Subletie County
Popo Agie Conservation District
Subletic Coumty Conservation District
Fremont County
Sweetwater County
The Honorable Mike Enzi
The Honorable Barbara Cubin
The Honorable Dave Freudenthal
The Honorable Craig Thomas
Wyoming Wool Growers Association
Wyoming Stock Growers Association
Wyoming State Grazing Board

CONSERVATION -+ DEVELOPMENT - SELF-GOVERNMENT
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CONSERVATION
DISTRICT
Law

Wyoming State StaTuTES
Trmie 11
Cuaprer 16

March 2001
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CHAFTER 16
CONSERVATION DISTRICTS

IT=R6-10]. Short title.

m:.m may be cited &5 the “Wyoming Conservation Districts

L-16-102, Definitinns,
(%) As veed in this act:

(1] :‘hm of this state™ mesns sy subdividon, sgency
or instrumentality, corporate or otherwise, of the government of ihis
state,

| i) "Almpmm'mqmgnunjmw
laspayer within fhe county;

(i}  "Commission or “stuie Conservalion oommission™
means the state board of agriculmre;

i) “Conservation” means development, improvement,
maintenance, presenvation, protection nad use of natural resources,
aqul the comtral mdmlmolhﬂwm-dﬁmm

. and the disposal nf excess waters:

(v} “District™ & “conservition dister® mesns a
governim sl subdivision of this state, and 3 public bady eorporate
#nd politic, organized in sceordance with this sci:

(v “Dhie notice™ for those provisions other than ejection
n?d refeterdum provisions, means natice published af least rwice,
?“""“ interval of six (&) days between the Two () publication dates,
in & newspaper of general circulation within the houndanes af the
propazed or argenized disirict, or by posting a1 five {5} conspicuouns
places within the nrganired oe proposed destnict, such posting 1o

- Page |-
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inchade, where possible, posting 81 public places where it may he
cusiamary 1o post nolices coscerning county or muvdcipal affain
pencrally. Except as otherwise provided in this sct, the notics of sy
hearing requdred undier this act shall fix the ime, place and purposs,
which alull be pot lesa than tzo {10) or mvore than Gfices (15) days
afler the first publicstion or frsl posting of the notice. Any hearing
heid pursuant so such notice may be adjoumed fom lme 1o tme
without renewing the notice for the adpourned detes. MNotice for sy
election or referendum required by this act shall be as specificaliy
provided in this sct, or il nol specifically provided in this acl, o
required in the Special Distnci Elections Act of 1994,

(v} “Government™ or “governmental™ means the govern-
ment of this siate, the goversment of the United Stales, and any
subdivigion, sgeney of lastrsmentalily, corporate or othereise, of
either of them;

(viii) Repealed by Lows 1587, ch 21,% 3.
{ix) Pepenled by Laws 1998, ch. 1§5,% 5,

or “rescurces,” means kand, sodl, waler, vegetation, trees, wild rivers,

. {=) “Renevwable patisal resowrces,” “natural resowrces™
wildesmess, nalural besuty, scenery and open space;

(xi} “Lirban” or “wban member™ mesns sy registered
voler of an incorporated Wyoming municpality;

(xif) “Thissct™ means W.S. 11-16- 101 through 11-16-134,
11-16-103. Lepllative declarations and policy.
(0) It ie hereby declared tha! the farm oad prazing lands of
Wyoming are nmong the basic assets of the stals; that improper land
use practices cause and coatribule Lo serious ernsion of these lands by

wind and water; thal smong the consequences which would resull
from such conditiom are the delerioration of suil and its fertiliny and

- Fage -
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thie silking anad sedimentation of siream channels, reservoins, dams
am ditches; Ihal to conserve soil, and soil and water resarmees, and
prevent and control soil erosion, it is necessary that land use practices
coninbuting (o sodl ersion be discournged and that sppropriaste soil
conserving land wse pracrices be adoped,

m) It is hereby declared to be the palicy of the leginlature 1o
provide for the conservatioa of the soil, and soil and water resources
of this siate, and for the eontrol and prevention of soil erosion snd for
food prevention or the conservation, development, utilization, and
disposal of water, and thereby 1o stabilize ranching and farming
eperations, fo preserve natural resources, protect the tay bage, centrol
Thenids, prevent impairment of dams and reservoirs, preserve wildlife,
protect public lasds, and protect and promote the health, safery and
jeneeral welfare of the people of this state.

11-16-104. Repealed by Laws 1987, ch. 15, 1.
11-16-105. State basrd of agriculture; duties geacrally.
) The cammnission shall:

i) Keep a recond of s officis) actions, sdopt o seal,
which shall be judicially noticed, and perform acts, hold public
hearings and promilgate miles and regulations s eecessary for the
exccution of its fupcticns under this act;

(i}  Awin and guide disiricts in the preparation and
cHTying ol of pregrams for ressirce conservation ssthorized under
ihis ncl, review district programs, coordinate the programs of the
seversl districts und resolve any conflicts, and facilitste, promote,
asslsl, hanmaonize, coondinate and guide the resource conservation
programs and activities of districts o they relste o other specinl
purpose districts, counties and other public agencies;

fifi}  Kesp the supesvizars of the disircis organized under
this act informed of the activities and cxperiences of olher districts

- Page 3-
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and Iacilitsle cooperation and an miechangs of advice and
experience between e districts;

{ivj Cooniinate the programs of the wveral conservaiion
districs $o far a5 this may be done by sdvice and consuliation;

(v} PRecommend the apmropration of slaiz  fmds
pecssary lo foance the aclivites of (e conunision aad the
conservition districts, distribule to consyvation districis fusds,
equipment, supplies and services received by the copmmissson for tat
purpose from any source, subject to conditions made applicable
iherein by any siate or federal sistule or local oudinance muking
svailable the funds, property or services; issus regulstions
establishing guidelines and suitable conirols o govemn the use by
conservidion districts of such funds, property and services; and
ieview all budgets, administaative procedures and operations of the
districts and advise the districts conceming their conformance with
wpplicable laows and regulatians;

{vi) Dissesminate informalion Gugoghoet the sisie
concerning the activities ard programs of the comservation districts
und encourage the fonmation of such districts in arces whers their
ooganization is desirable; enlist the corperation and collaboration of
siate, federal, regional, intersiste and local public and privale
ageiacres with tbe conservaiion disricis; facilisie arangements
under which the conssrvation districts may serve counly goveming
bosdics and other apencies as their local operating agencics in the
adminstration of any activity concemed with the conservation of
remewable natunl resources, and excepd a5 otherwise nssipned by
law, carry cut the policies ol this state i programs at the state level for
Uhe comscrvation of (he renswable natural resources of this siate snd
represent the state in matters affecting such resousces.

(b))  Whenever the commiseisn determines that there exists &
substantial conflict between the resources conservation program of a
district and ihe proposed plans of setivitics disectly alfecting resoice
conservation preparsd by any other bocal govermmental unil or

- Page 4-
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agency of this stale, and the conflict cannot be resolved tinough
consulistion procedures, the commussion dhall subsmit 2 report to the

governor.
11-16-106, Department of sgriculiure; when contracts invabid,

No contract of the siate commission fior the paymeni of money i valid
unless the commisston has availahle st the time the contract is made

fims sufficiem for the payment thereof

11-16-107. Repori in direcior; reparts by distriet superviiars 1o
baard.

{a) Om or befre November | each even-numberzd year, the
commission shall report o the director of the department of
agrivalture e nunber and scresges of districts in existence or in
process of organization, ogether with ap estimate of the nurmber and
probable acreages of the districts which may be organdzed during the
ersuing penod; the batance of funds, if any, available to the
commission and to the districts; and the sstimsi=s of the commission
35 b0 the sums necded for ity sdministrative amd other expenies and
for sllocation nmong the several disiricts during fhe ensuing periad.

b}  The supervisoss of the respective districts shall submi 1o the
commission wech statements, estimates, budgets and other
information =5 the commission may require The director shall
inchede the mformation furnished by the commission in his report io
the povermor.

11-16-108. Petition to form district; eonteats; consalkiatisn and
exchusion.

(s} Any ten (10) owners of land lying within the limits of the
proposed district may file & petition with the commission saking tha
a congervation district be organized to fimction in the lerriry
describod in the petition, The pelition shall meet all of the
requirements of W5, 22-20-105(f). The commission shall sct upon
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the petition for formation in the same manner &8 set forth 1o W5, 22-
29-109 for county commissionss in determining if 8 petition for
distnct formation shall be voled Gpon, When more than one (1)
petition is filed covering parts of the samae lemmitary, (he commission
may conselidate all or any such petitions, or may exclide from any
petstion arsas in con fisct with apotber pelition or petitions.

(i) Repeshed by Laws 1998, ch 115,% 5,
fii)  Repenled by Laws 1908, ch 115,% 5.
{iii) Repealed by Laws 1998, ch 115,° 5.
(iv)  Hepealed by Laws 1998, ch 115," 5.
{v)  Repenled by Laws 1998, ch. 115, " 5.

11-16-189, Netice and hearing oo petition; spproval ar denial;
criteria,

Adter the heanng, if the commission delermines, upon the ficis
presented al the hearing and oiher relovant facts that are avallable,
Thiat there i3 meed in the interest of the public healih, safety and welfare
[for & conssrvalion district lo lunction in the lermsory considered wt the
bearing, it shall record such determination and define by meles and
bocsnds or by legal subdivisions the boundanes of the district. In
making the deennination and defining the boundaries, Uhe
comanission shall glve weight and considerstion o the topagraplhy of
the area considered and of the state, the composition of soils thersin,
ihe dimnbstion of crvaion, the carying capacity and condition of
prazing lands, the numbers of livestock grased, the prevailing land
use and mansgenonl praciices, the desinbility and necessliy of
including within the district the particular lands under consideration
and the henefits such land may receive from being Included within
the district, the relation of the proposed district to existing watersheds
el agriculiural repions and 1o other conservation distncts sbready
organized of proposed for arganization, and such other physical,
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peopraphucal and economic rmuﬂllh‘i'w.hwh.duer:;lﬂl
1o the begislative policy set forth in W.S, 11-16-100. The lermbary
inthuded within the distric! nesd not be comtiguons. [fthe carnm ssios
deiermined there is po need for o conservation disirict b0 fumetion in
the territory comssdered ui ihe bearing, # shall record sisch
determintion and deny the petition. Any owner of lands wiihin &
propased district which is less than § sountywide district may have
Mmdﬂkﬂdhﬂtmﬂﬂhulﬁ:pﬂpﬂlﬂdﬁnﬁ:rw
pressntation of a petition and description of the lands w the
cammission nol lesz than seven {7) days prior 1o the holdmg of the
referendum for the organization of the districL

11-18=110 Canvass of ballons,

{a)  Repeabed by Laws 1998, ch. 115, ° 5,
(b)  Repealed by Laws 1987, ch 21,% 3.
(c)  Repealed by Laws 1998, ch. 115, 5,
()  Repealed by Laws 1987, ch. 21,3,

(=h  Immedistely after the palls close, the refereadum officers
shall canviss the bullots. The ressit disclosed by the canvass shallbe
centified by the commission.

(0 IFamajority ofthe qualifed electors voting in ihe referendam
favor the fomuation of the disidet, the propesal 1o crganize the
propased district shall carry and the commission shall procesd to
make the determination required i WS, 11-16-112, If the msjority
ol ihe qualified ebectors voting in the reforendum are sgainst the
ovganization of the diswiet, the proposs] 1o form the disret shall fail
and the comenissbon shall deny the pesition. The commission shail
prompily ke public the resull of the referendum
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11-16-11).  Bourd of sgricublare to previde for fssuanes of
motices, condust of bearings snd referenda,

The commission shall provide for the issuance of nolices and the
conadict ofhearngs and referenda by appropriste regulations, 1t shall
provids for registration prior to the dale of the referendum of al]
ehigible voters, or prescribe some other appropriste proceduse for the
determinalion of these eligible as volers in the referendum.

11-16-112. Result of referendim; anpouncement; practicability
of district; determinsiion; eriteria.

Afler making public the result of the referendum, the commission
shall comsider and determine whether the operation of the district
withia the dcfived boandaries 15 administratively practicable. [f the
conunission delermines (he operation of the districi is ot
sdminstratively practicsble, it shall recond the delerminstion and
deny the petibion. 1f the commission determines that the operation of
the dimrict i3 sdmimistratively practicable, it shall record ihe
detarmination and procesd with the ergsnization of the disirict In
mlﬁnglhtdumunmmmhﬂullgiwmd io the
oftitudes of the voterss lying within the defined boundaries, the
rumber of volers eligible 1o voie in the refercndum whe voied, the
progeoriion of voles cust ks favor of e erestion of the distrie! 1o the
total number of votes cast, ibe spproximute wealth and income of the
owners of land of the proposed districi, the probable expetise of
carrying on srosion-control operations within the distriet, and otker
cconomic and soclal factors as are relevant.

11-16-113, Establishoent of district,

(@)  Wihe comumission delermines the operation of the proposed
mumimmmmilmuwm (23
supervisors who are owness of land in tbe disirict (o act with three (3)
Supervisogs ehecied as provided hereinaller as the goveming body of
the district. The distric shall be 2 governmental subdivision of this
stale and a public body corporate and politic. The two (2) sppoinied
supervisors shall present to ihe secretary of sate an application
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signed by them sening forh by recital anby and not s detail;

{1 Thai a petition for the creation of the district wag filed
with the commission purnsant w the provisiont of tus act, and the
proceedings specified in the act were iaken purmant io the petition;

i} Thai the applicstion s filed to complete the
organizadion of (he district a5 & governmental subdivision and »
pulibic body, corpornie s politie, under this act;

(i) That the commistion has sppoisied them as
SUpCIViSOrs;

(¥}  The name and official residence of esch supervisor
and scertified copy of the sppointment evidencing his right o office;

{vi  The term of oifice of ench supervisor
(vl The name of the distnct, ond

(wil)  The location of the principal office of the supervisors
of the district

L] The application shall be subscnbed and swom 1o by cach
supervisor before an officer vathorized io sdminister oathe, who shall
cerlily upon the application that he personally knows the supervisors
il kmows theimi b be (he afficers allirmed in the application, and that
zach has subscribed thereio in the officer*s presence, The application
shall be sccompanied by a certified statement by (he commission,
sciting forth the boundsriss of the district but atherwise containing no
detad] other than the mere recitals that:

{iy A petition was fled, notice sswed and hearing held as
required by law;

(i)  The eommission determined thai there b necd, in the
interest of the public health, safety apd welfare, for o conservation
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district to functron m the propossd temiory end did define (he
boundaries;

(Hi) MNotice was given ad a referendum beld on the
question of the cremion of such disricr,

{i*)  The result of the referandism showed a majority of the
woles cast in favor of the creation of the district; and

{(v)  The commizsion did determine the operation of the
proponesd district ix administratively practicabl.

-] The secretary of stols shall examine the application amd
statement and if be finds the name proposed for the district is ot 50
similar 1o that of anether conservation district & 10 cause confusion
of uncertainty, be ghall record them in sn spproprisie book in kis
office. 11 ke secretary of state finds the neme proposed for the district
is 80 similar to that off any otber conservation distric! of this stole as
o lead to confugion, he shall certify thol faet (o the commiasion,
wiich shall sabunin & new name for the destrict which i ot subject o
such defects. Upon receipl of the new name the sseretery of siate shall
record (e application and sistement, with the pame 80 modifed, in
an appropriate book, When the spplicalion and stalement hava been
made, filed and recorded, the distnict is a governmental subdivison of
this stale and a public body corporsie and palitic. The sserelary af
stsle shall isue to the supervisors a centillcate, under the seal of the
state, ol the orgenization of the district, and shall record the certificale
with the application and statesvent. The boundaries of the distnc
shall inctude the tenilory determined by the commission, bat shall
nol inclide any srea inclisded within the boundaries of anoiher
conservation district organized wndar this act.

11-16-114. Repealed by Laws 1988, ch. 115, " 5

11-16-115 Diricts; transfer of land; division or consolidation;
change in pame,

(a)  Upon writien reques! of the board of supervisors of the
= Page 10-
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conssrvation district or districts invelved, with a showing that the
request is approved by a majority vote of the members ol each boand
involved the commission may, by administrative order

{iy Trandfer lands from one districe o moiher;

{if) Divide a single district into two (2) or miege dismicts,
each of which shall thereafier operuie s & scparate dustricl; or

i) C'nmu]idlhmil}mmdilﬁ:umupﬂm
theroatier as 8 single disimict,

&) Tlul:l:rnqrnd'mhe.ﬂuﬂnnhndmclmnmd
cenificale of organization npon receipt of such cerfification from the
commission,

fe)  Petitions for a changs in the name of 3 conservation district
m:yheuhmmdmhmhﬂuhymbm:dufnwﬂmvﬁ
conservation distnet If the mmill[uwmﬂn:lmpuf
mt,illhﬂ:nﬁﬁlhudiﬂmﬂnunmrynrmnmm
mofify ihe board of supervisors of the canservation district of the
change, setting out in the nofice the new name of the disirict, The
secrciary of state shall make and ismnc & comected cedificale of
oTganization upon receipt of such certification from the commission.

11-16-116. DMstricts; preof of arganization.

In any B3I, action of proceeding relating to any action of fhe ditriet,
Uhee destrict is deemed o have besn sablished in macandance with this
i upon prool of the issuance of the certificare by the secretary of
state. A copy of he centifice certified by the secretary of ntate is
adinisgible in evidence in any suit, action or procesding and is proof
of thz filing and coments thereol.

T1-16-117. stk termination; dissolation procedires;
determination by board of agriculture; begal effechs of
diszobutian,
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(@)  Afer five (5) years aficr the organization of s distract under
this act, amy ten (10) owners of land |ying within the disrict may
petithon the commission that the cperations of the disirict be
discontineed wnd the exlsience of the district terminsed, The
commission may conduct public meetings and hearings upon the
pelition a3 necessary in ihe contidenution theresl Within sixty (60)
days after a petition has been filed with the commission, it thall give
nolice of a referendam as provided i the Special Distnict Elections
Act of 1994, The comumission shall supervise the referendum md
isue appropriste regulstions goveming the conduct thereof The
question shall be submited by ballols upon which the words “For
ferminating the existence of the ... (same of the conservation district
1o be hvere inserted)™ and “A gainst t=minating tse existence of the....
{name of the conservation district to be here inseried)” shall appear,
with n square before ench propesition and a direction to insert e X
mark m the square bafore aoe (1) or the other as the voler may favor
o opposs dissalution of the diswict. Qualified ebeciom of s disrict
are cligible lo voiz in the referendum. Mo informalities in the conduct
of the reforendsm or related maticss shald] mvalidais the seferendum
ar resiilt if notice 18 given subswntislly as berein provided and the
referenduen is firy conducied,

(o)  Thecommission shail publish the result of the referendum. If
a majorily of the votss cast in the referendam oppose dissolistion of
the districl, the commission shall deenmine whether the continued
operation of the district within the defised boundaries is
sdmiinigyatively practicable. I the commission determines the
contimued operaticn of the disirict is administratively practicable, it
shall recond its delermination and deay the petitfon, If & majority of
the votes cast fivar dissalution of the district il shall eertifly that fact
lo the supsrvisors of the disirict In making the determination of
administrative practicality to continee (he district the comminsion
shall congider thoss factorsset forth in W5, 11-16-112 for creation ol
the dastricy,

(e}  Upon receipt from the commission of a certification that ke
majanily of vobes cast in the referendum favor dissolution of the
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digtrict, the supervisors shall forthwith terminate the affairs of the
disiric. The supervisors shall dispose of all property belonging o the
district ot public suction and pay the net procesds of the sules to the
state ircaserer. The supervizon shall therewpon fle s verified
application with the secretary of state for dissolution of the distriet,
and shall tranenil with the wpplication the certificate of the
comminsion (hat the mpority of votes cast ot the referendum frvarsd
dissolution of the district The application ghall recite that the
property of the district has been disposed of nd the procesds paid
aver as provided by laow, setting farth a full secounting of ihe
properibes and peocesds of sale. The secretory of siste shall jssue to
the supcrvisors a cemtificsle of dissolution and shall record the
wﬂﬂm:i-mwﬂbmkhh‘uuﬂlmhmmnrnn
-mmmmehwmmmﬂnrmwmm:.

(d)  Upan issusnce of a contificate of dissolution 8l ordinances
#ad regulations adopied and in force within the district sre vaid, All
contracts fo which the district or supervisors are partiss remain in
mmmrwmmmmﬁmmmmmm
cml:ﬁmdnﬂhmmdhrmdim!uwmmnmﬂr
md-e:mnrhumnimhmuleauunbmﬂhsmdntjm
in all Rabilities ender such contmcts and has the same right amd
lisbility to perfoam, require performance, sue and he fued thereon,
snd b modify or kerminate the contracts as the mpervicors of the
district would have had. Dimsolution doca not affect the Jien of My
hdm!enlrﬂdulhupﬂrdmrnfuyudmhuﬁuudhndﬂw.s
Ij-lﬁrlzﬁ[rupﬂhdlmdl}ummﬁ:ﬁmmmmﬂghmd
ohligatians of the district or supervisors 1 10 soch lions and sctions

11-16-116  District supervisars; leFim, vacancies; expenses;
removal, quorum; hood required of employees; aress incloded
in district; conperative agreement with iy,

{a) The term of the two (I} supervisors appointed extends from
mdrwﬂnthmmﬁlﬁemrdmﬂ:hrﬁmmldinlhdlnm.
A supervisar shall hold office from his election or appointment 8ad
taking of the cath of office unti] his successor has been elected or
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spponted, and qualifi=d, Vacancics shall be filled for the unexpmed
tomn. Viscancies in the office of any supervisor shall be flled by
sppointment by the commussion upon the recommendations of the
district supervisor, the eppaintes do serve until the next cloction st
which tune the vacency shall be filled by the ekcioa for ithe
encapired tenm. A supervisor shall receive no compenaation for his
services, bail 18 entitled 0o expenses, inclidmg traveling expenses,
necessanly incumed in the diséharpe of his dulies. Any supervisor
may be removed by the commmgnion upon notice and hearing, for
neglect of duty or malfeasance in office.

M) A majority of the supervisors constitutes & quonem and the
concurrence of three {3) supervisors is required for determination of
any matier.

fc)  The supervisors shall require & bond 1o be ssued for all
employees and officers ontrssted with funds or property. The
wmipervinot ahall provide for keeping a full snd accusas record of all
F dinps, lutions, regulations and onders issucd or adopted.
The stcounts, receipls and dishursements of the district shall be
subyect 1o an anoual review, [F s district®s annual budget avernges
twenly-five thousend dollers ($25,000.00) ar mere over & period of
foww {4} comseculive yews, the district shall commission an
independent sudit s the conclusion of the fourth year. Copies of the
fnial feview o nudit will be sent to the departovend of agricallire.

{4} Al clties, towns, villages or other whan and suburban aress
lying whally or partly within the extenor boomdaries of a
conservadion district shall, from the effechive dale of this sc1, be
inclvded in the district, In doobtful cases, the commission shall
determine the disirict which incledes sny urban of suburban area

(e) By cooperative agresment wilh the city concerned, a districi
mmay perform within the bowndarics of Lhe city any wodk required or
authosized under this sct, through sach admmistrative and financial
nrrngements as ihe cify and the district agree upon.
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10-16=119. District supervisors; momination; qualifications;
election; term.

Within thisty (30) dnys afler insuarce by the secretary of state of a
certificate of argandzation of a conservation district, spplications for
election wnder the Special District Elections Act of 15994 may be filed
with the commission by candidates for superviscrd, who shall be
owneers of land within the district. The commission may extend for
mot bo excesd thirty {30} days the time within which npphicatrans may
be filed. The commission shall give potice of 2n election 1o bs beld for
the election of three (3) supervisors for the district. All qualified
electors within the distriet wre cligible to vote. The three (3}
supervisors first electzd shall draw Jots, one (1) for & term of two (2)
yenrs, and two (7} for a term of theee (1) years. Theseafler supervizors
shall be elecied each year bo serve for & full term of three () years.
The number of supervisars electsd each year shall ba determined by
the mumber of sepervisars whese ferms expire al that time. The
conunission shall provide for all ebectione, supervise the ©onduect
thereof, und prescribe regulations govemning the conduct of all
elestions, and shall make public e resull thereaf

11=16=120. Dhsirict smpervisers; elections under Election Code
and for pew districts.

{a)  Dhstrict suporvisocs shall be elected b subssquent tlectiong
under the Special Disirict Elections Act of 1994 and as hercinafler
provided for new districts:

(i} A1 the first subsequent director slection following
estahlimhment of a new district, five (5) supervisors, who reside
within the district shall be elecied at large by a nonpartisan ballot.
Three (3} supervisors shall be nural residents, one (1) shall be a
resideni of an whan asea and ome { 1) shall be elected of large. At the
first subsegueni direcior election, the af lnrge candidaie receiving the
largest number off voles shall be clected for a four () year lorm, ihe
whan candidaie receiving the largest member of volzs shall be elecied
for @ fowur (4) year termm, the rural candidute receiving the largost
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mumber of votes shall serve o four (4) year term and he reo (2)
candudnies receiving the next highest number af votes shall be elected
for two (2) year tesms. In succeeding slections all supervisors shall be
elected for four (4) year torms,

(i)  Repealed by Laws 1998, ch. 115, 5

11-16-121, TDistrict superviser: cooperation and szreements
berwern districts; agreemenis wiih districts In adjoining states.

(a) The supervisars of two (2) or mores districts organized under
this act myy cooperale in the exercise of any or all powers confemed
ini this wct.

() Anytwo (2) or more disiricls may engage in jaint Betivities by
sgreement for planning, financing, constructing, operuing,
maintaining snd adminisdering amy progrum o project concemed
with the fonservation of renewnble nanural resourcos. The distrcts
eancemed may make pvsilehle for purpeses of the sgreemen any
funds, property, parsoamel, sguipment or services available to them
under this set,

{c)  Any district may enter info such agresments with districts in
un adoining sute if the law in the other state permils mach
SErcements

()  The commission may propase, guide and facilitate the
establishment and carying out of such agreements.

T1-16-122. Fowers and duties of districts snd snpervisars thereol
generally,

{a)  Eachcongervation district orpanized under this x=l shall make
an snnusl estimate of the funds required by the district for
conservation programs and presonl & cevlifisd cony of the estimate,

along with s budgst showing all anticipated income and EXpenises, 1o
the emamiy cominsecionery
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(b) A conservation distric) organizsd usder this
- ael med the
supervisses thereod, in additien mubn-pnmpulcdbymuml.

may:
{i} Employ persomnel and delermine i
condition of empicymen: et

(i}  Cali upon the atorey al
services or employ their own counsel :rq:luiu; .

(i)  Delegsie Io their chairman, w0 oo (1) or m
np:wim:n:mm{l_}urm“m [a ble
Powiers and dufies as they deem prupu:w R .

_ {¥) Conduct surveys, Investigalions and resenrch
dil!-ﬂlTIﬂ.Il.! information rebating to rangs managemant, the :h-m-:
nd_ml erasiod, flood provention or (e conservation, development,
ehlizanon amd di.ipml_nr water, and the preventive and coptrol
freasures and works of improvement needed, but in arder 1o avaid
duplication of research setivities, no disrer shall initinte any
resedsch program except in couperation with the goverument of this
lale or s agencies, or with the United States or s agencies;
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improvement for Dood prevention or the conservation, developmen,
utilization and dizposal of water may be carried oul;

{vil} Carry out prevesrive and control messures and works
of improvereat within the district, mcluding enginesring operations,
range managemient, methods of cultivation, the growing of grass or
other vegetation, changes inuse of land or sy mexsure which may be
developed for the control of eresion and better use of soil, and worlks
of improvement for flood preventiom or the conservafion,
development, utilization and disposal of wafer on lands owned or
comirolled by this state or its agencies, with the coopesabion of e
ap=ncy admimistening and having jurisdiction themof, or on other
lands within the district with the consent of the gWwnzr or sccipier ol
the lasds:

{viit]) Cooperate, or enter inlo sgresments with and fumish
financial or otber aid o, ey agency, governmental or ofberwise, o
amy owner or ocoupier of lands within tee district, in carrying on
ramge management o erosion control and prevention operations and
works of onprovement for flood preveation or the conssrvation,
development, stilization and disposal of waler within the district,
mubject io sich conditions as the pupervimn deem necessry,

fix}) Repealed by Laws 1987, ¢, 21.% 3.

(x)  Repealed by Laws 1987, ch 21,73,

[xi] Repealed by Laws 1987, ch 21,73

(xi) Repealed by Laws 1887, ch, 21," 3

(wiil) Repealed by Laws 1987, ch. 21,% 2

{x1v) Make pvailahle on terms i prescibes, lo owners and
occipiers af lond within the diatrict, agriculural and engineering
machinery wnd equipment, femalizer, seeds and scedlings, male
breeding animals, livestock supplies and such other malerial or
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equipment 55 will assist the owners and occupiers of land bo carry o
operations upon thesr lands and upon those owned or lessed by the
digtrien, for range improvernent and stabilization, the conservation of
50il and water resousces, the pravention and conrol of sof| erosion
snd for flood prevention or the conservalion, development,
tilization and disposal of waler. The msistance authorized by this
paragrogth ehall be on s limitsd scals for demonsiration purmpaees snd
the district shall not be desmed authorrzed o compeie with privale

indhatry;
[xv) Repesled by Lows 1987, ch. 21, 3,

{awi) Develop comprebensive plans fof range improvement
and stabilization, comservation of soil and water resources, control
end prevention of soil erosion and for Aood preventicn or the
congervalion, development, utilization and dispesal of water within
the district, which plans shail include range managemeni provisions
and shall specily in detail the acts, procedures, performances and
avoldances necessary or desirable o camry oul the plang, including the
specificalion of engineering operaton, fence md  stockwater
develapments, methods of cullivalion, the growing of grass and other
vegelation, cropping and range programs. tillage and graxing
practices, and chanpges in use of tands;

(xvil) Make public the plans and infurmaton and bring
fhem 1o the aitention of ewners and occopicrs of lond within the
ristnet,

{xviir) Repealed by Lows 1987, ch 21,3,

(nix) Manage, &5 agent of the United States or any of its
agencics, and enler inkd agrzements with the Uinited States or any af
ils agencies, or this state or any of is agencies, t9 effect cooperation
with the United States or any of its agencies under United Stntes
Public Law 566 approved Augost 4, 1954, or amendments therein, in
connection with the acquisilion, construction, operalion or
adminisirstion of any land wtilication, soil comservation, crosson
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conitrol, erosion prevention, flopd PrEvention profecls, conservation
of water, water utilization, dispoaal of water in walershed aeus end
other water progects witkin jts boundaries;

(k%) Actas represenistive for local groups in dealing with
the United States or its Feprescntatives, in soil or waler conservation
mmiers under United Stues Public Law 566 approved Aug 4,
1954, or smendmens Theereto;

{xxi} Accept donati Eifis anct enntribulions in MOEY,

(xxii)  Bue sud be sued in the name of the districs.
{xxiil} Hove s seal, which shall be judicially noticed;

(xxiv) Have perpetual succession oniess termmated a5
bereinafter provided:

{x¥) Maks and execute contraets i oiher instruments
necessiry ta the ewereise of s powers:

(xxvi) Make, smmend snd tepeal rules snd regulntions ot
inconsistent wiih this act, Yo implement its punposes and PHIWEr;

(xxvit) Az 1 eondition ko extending any benafin 1o or
perfarmanes of work wpon any fand ot owned or controlled by the
State or i3 agencies, require coniributions in money, services,
materials or otherwige (o any operations confiming benefite and
require owners and oceepiers of land 1o enter info and perfium such
-pmhumumlhpﬂmmuunhﬂlmﬁuﬁlr
prevent or cantrol eresion snd prevent flocd waler snd sediment
dlmagulhn-mnmdprmulbeh:nm:uruu:hiuﬁ.

() Aconservarion distric shall not purchase or hold tile o farm

- Page 20-
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Rk s delined by W.5. 11-34-100 (a)ifi).

11-16-123.  Applicability of previioos cumesrning  wiber
mgencles; walidity of comtrasis of supervisors,

{8} Mo provisions with respect o the scquisition, operation of
dispasition of property by ciher publle bodies are applicable 1o &
district organized bereunder unless the legislature shall specifically
=0 sisle

(b) Mo contract of the disiriet gupervisors for the paymeni of
mancy it valid unless the supervisors have ai the time the coptract is
made funds in cash, securitics or deposits suflicient for the pivent
thersol.

11-16-124. Adminbstration af oaths by secretary of irensurer of
district.

The secretary or treasurer of the district are severafly authorized 1o
administer oaths within their distriet in oy mstier pertaining 1o ihe
business of their district where an oath is required by law,
11-16-125, Repenled by Laws 1987, cb. 21, ° 3.

11=16-126, Repealed by Laws 1987, eh. 21,° 1.

11=16-127. Repealed by Laws 1987, eb. 21,° 3.

1-16-128. Repeakd by Laws 1987, ch, 20, % 3,

11-16-129, Repealed by Laws 1957, ch, 21, 3,

Vi-16-130. Repealed by Lawy 1987, ch. 21, 1

11-16-131. Repealed by Laws 1987, ch. 21," 2.

11-16-132. Publicly owned lands tv be sdministered In
cooperation with districts,

- Page 21.
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Agmﬁhm,mw:uypomhﬂnubdiﬁﬁmulhm
rmmmmnnwuamchqmﬁmmmirﬁmﬁmar
By state, county or other publicly owned lands hying within the
boundaries of any district organized hereunder, shall cooporadz to the
fullest extent with the supervisors of the diswict to effect the
programs end operaticns undertaken by the supervisors under this sct
and may lease such lands i« divirict. The supervisors of the districts
M!Mmﬁummmﬂwmmmnmmhﬁdy
owned lande. The provisions of conservation onfinsnces have fhe
Torce and effect of law aver all publicly owred lands, and shall be in
all respecis chierved by the sgencies administering the lands

ll-lﬁ-lls.TuhduumprIpWhﬂmlmmulmmmlr:
soll sed woler conservatioa fusd; other sppropriztion
authorized,

8]  Subject o WA 11-16-134, the county commissioners may
mmll:rhwlu.:hmmnﬁmmuuhulrhmmw
all property in the district and shall not exeesd one (1) mill on exch
onz dollsr ($1.00) of msessed valustion. The tax iz sl part af the
geveral coundy or eity mill bevies. The tax shall be levied and
colleciad as other caunty tixes and the coanty tressuses shall semit the
taxes coftected (o the district bo @ separate fund i be known &3 the
corszrvation district fund, which shal] be used only lo carry out the
purposes of this act,

(b} Whesherornot sy evy is sutherzed under W 5. | 1-16-134,
#ach board of county commissioners muy make appeopristions from
the: county general fund o disricts established nnder this et for the
purpose of providing soil and water conservatian programs.

Tl=16-134, Inp-nmhnﬂtmrﬂuhllﬂmrqﬁﬂ.

{2} No tax shall be imposed under W.5. |-16-137 until the
propasition ko impose the tax s submitied o 2 vote of the volers of the
uinm-.d.mmnrmmmi;hnmmunnmur
imiposing the tan, Any tax imposed onder thig agg shall be levied in

« Page22-
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the yesr following the election st which the mposition of the fax s
approved.

(b} The proposition to impose & tax under this sct shall be 2 ihe
expense of the county and may be submiticd Lo the voters of the
coupdy Upon the recsipt by the board of counly commissionery of &
munnmqmmwwlmrnrﬂg
supervisors of the disirict, The election shall be at the direction and
under ihe supeyvision of the boand of county eommissioners,

(e} Sﬂa{:ﬂhlhlhmﬂunfmhlmm{h)nﬂhilmﬁm,dw
praposition o impase o bax under this st shall be submitied on an
eleclion dale aulhorized under W.5. 22-21-103, or by mail ballot
Pumnsuant in '#.iH-Iﬂ-lljmﬂ-!ﬂnl]iﬁlﬂumn{ﬂmmﬁﬂi
be given by the comty clerk in ot least one (1) newspaper of general
muumpnhummu.umwmmdmmhmum
anel thall specliy the object of the elecrion. The notice shall be
mnlmmmhﬁuﬂTM|lﬁnyﬁmdaypmnd
preceding the election. A1 the election the ballots shail contain the
words “for (b conserveton disriet tax” and “against the
corservilion disiriet tax”. Upon (he initial submission of the
consErvalieg dislrict tax, or any renewal thereal, ufler July 1, 1995,
m!mwmndmmm-rwiu:aﬂldmmuntﬂhr
the: following options and the words of the chosen option shall be
clearly printed in the sppmypriale ares oo the election ballot:

{iy If this proposition is spproved, e e proposition
Mhlhﬂ:dﬂhmﬂhlhniqmﬂﬂdﬁimﬂbymﬂ
ballol pureuant 1o W.S. 22-29-115 and 2229116, and thescaller o
munﬁn;n:rﬂdwﬂnuwhrmbdluﬂmmws.u-
20115 nnd 32-29-116, every four (4) years unil the propesition is
defeated; or

(6} Ifthis proposition is spproved, the (ax shall remain in
effect untila petition w discontinus the tax, signed by not less thanien
pereent {10%) of the volers offthe districy, s recerved by the boand off
county cotunissioners, and the proposal W0 discontimue e lax is

- Page 23.
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#pproved by the votern. The proposal o dssontinus the tax ghall he
Subumitied to the voters of the disirics s the expensc of the county st
the next general election orby mail balo pursuant o WS 22.39.§ 1%
md 22-29-1 16 fiw spproval or disapproval,

- Page 24-
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a sweed dopsndix B

SWEETWATER COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT

S

n. Thivnan, (haimman Tam Bueris, Woe Chaiman Jegn Dickirison, Secretary Vaeaney Randy Shittan, Memiber

3-B Farson Station Rioad
PO.Box360 Farson, Wyoming 826820360  (307) 273-5531 ext. 100

RE: Sweetwaler County Conservation Diistrict Inferim Policy

For your infarmation, we are sending vou the following Sweetwater Coanty Conservatios District's Land and Resource Lse
Plan and Pabicy. The Sweetwater Counry Conscrvition District operuies under Wyoming Ststate | 1-16-103 (b), “1 is hereby
declared 10 be the policy of the kegislature 1o provide for the oonservation of the soil, and soil and wner resources of this sste, and
fivr thee candrol snd prevention of soil erosion snd Toe food prevention o the conservation, development, wilizntion, asd disposal of
wder, anid thereby o siabilize ranching and frming operations, to preserve nalurel resoarces, protect the ot base, control oaods,
prevent impaimment of dams and reservoin, preserve wildlife, protect public lisds, end protect and promote the heakth, safety and
peneral wellare of the people of tild state.” In kesping with the intand of this law, the Swectwater County Conservation Disirict hos
adupted the following:

Chapter | - (erazing fest Management Practices

It 1 the policy of the Sweatwater County Conservation District that there will be no redaction of state and federl suthorized prazing
s in the district. Where conflicts hetween livestock gruzing and other wses ocour, the *Grazing Besd

Wynming Noapaiat Source Muaasgement Plas, Final, March 1997 (bit i3 pot ol melusivel, will be adhesed o.” (Adopied by ihe
Sweetwaler County Conservation District om Jumsary 11, 2002)

Chapter 2 - Watershed Strategic Man

“It 1 the policy of the Swoctwater County Conservation District Cuid all land and resource planming efforts will fsliow and oomply
with the Swortwater County Conservation District’s “Watershed Strategic Plan, approved November 20, 1996, Revissd Novem ber
16, 2000, by W poming Conservation Districes. “fAdopied by the Swectwaier Couniy Conservation Déstrict on Jamussy |1, 2002)

Chapter 3 — Wyoming Noapeint Source Munagement Plan

“It i the policy of the Sweetwater County Conscrvition [istrict th be congitstent with and sapport (he use of besi management
prociioes, inchudiog, bt mot limised 10 thosw oatlined in the “Wyoming Neapoint Source Mansgement Plan, March 2000,
iox staded in Wyoming Saatute 351 1-102. ™ {Adopied by the Swectwater County Conscrvation District on February 8, 2002)

Chapter 4 - Water Resowrces Plan — Whereas: waser i the property of the State of Wyoming anidior other usen which hold an
ad|udicated waler right grended by ihe mate and (0 conformance with Wyoming State Water Law:

“L I i the policy of the Swestwnier County Consorvation District thal uses of ol walers in ihe Swectwaicr Courty Conservaion
DMstriet eonfiorm o St Water Livws.

1 It ks the Policy of the Sweerwater County Conscrvation District that no entity, including federn! agencics may promuigaic nles
and regulstion reganting the adjodication of water andior csoablishment of wister quality standards i the Sweefwater County
Conservation District thul negate, supersmde, bypass, or e ol in conformance with state mnd Jocnl laws and manderds

3. luis the policy of the Swestwater County Conservation District that any action underinken by the federal povemment or il's
ngencics, the Stele or its agencies, or private catities reganding the developenent, adiudicatbon, disposnl, sndior use of water in

the Sweetwater County Comservation District that said sctions be in conformance with the ‘Green River Basin Waier Planning
Process Final Raport, Februsry 2001." Wheneas the Swootwater County Conservadion [rsrict has sdopted the “Green River Basin
‘Water Planning Process Final Report, February 2001 ' as Sucetwater County Comservation District's *Water Resoarces Plan,

" Where actions undertaken are not addressed or relaied i those covered by the ‘Gresn Hiver Basin Water Planning Process Final
Report” they must still be in conformance with State lnw md'or local goverament Lind snd resource wse plans where applicable.”
{Addapied by the Swectwaber County Conservition Tiistrict om Februnry 8, 2002)

Simcerely yours,

Muary £ Thoman, Chairman
Thomas Bumrs. Vice Chalrman
Jean Dickinton, Scoretary

.mmd:r Fhipman, Member

CUNSERYATION ®  DEVELOPMERNT ® SELF-GOVERNMENT
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LLL-Y6LY

Lands That Do Not Have A Soil Survey By County

Acres Acres

County Total Acres Private Federal Acres State
Big Horn County 1,671,418 385,004 1,207,414 79,000
Carbon County 4,427,650 1,911,072 2,148,578 368,000
Fremont County 1,260,965| 1,131.642 123,323 6,000
Hot Springs County 961,777 346,089 531,688 84,000
Johnson County 1,144,739 814,159 211,580 119,000
Lincoln County 1,673,723 441,319 1,021,404 111,000
Park County 1,623,458 669,157 788,301 166,000
Sublette County 1,973,105 592,805 1,257,300 123,000
Sw eetw ater County 6,592,253 1,962,207 4,413,046 217,000
Uinta County 1,297,835 693,038 550,797 54,000
State Total 22,526,923| 8,946,492 12,253,431 1,327,000
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Land Ownership

Percent Percent
County Private Federal Percent State
Big Horn County 23.0 72.2 4.7
Carbon County 43.2 48.5 8.3
Fremont County 89.7 9.8 0.5
Hot Springs County 36.0 55.3 8.7
Johnson County T 10 18.5 10.4
Lincoln County 28.0 64.9 7.1
Park County 41.2 48.6 10.2
Sublette County 30.0 63.7 6.2
Sweetw ater County 29.8 66.9 3.3
Uinta County 53.4 42.4 3.3
Totals 445.5 490.9 62.7
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Soils Survey and permitted CBM Well
Sites Development.... An Example

Map from Wyoming Oil & Gas Commission
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Private Lands

Private lands = $12.793.483
8,946,492 acres @ $1.43/acre

Over 10 years = $1,279,348 per year

[ncludes NRCS overhead, soils crews, equipment, etc.
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S/L-Y6LY

State Lands

State lands only = $1,897.610

1,327,000 acres state lands @
$1.43/acre

Over 10 years = $ 189,761 per year

Currently, NRCS maps state land without cost to state approximately 2.6 million
acres of state land has been mapped by NRCS+
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Federal land. ..

Primarily BLM = §17,522.,406
12,253,431 acres @ $1.43/acre

Over 10 years = § 1,752,240 per year
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2/1-Y6LY

Estimates for completion in counties
with heavy energy development
Private/State Lands Only

Johnson County = $1,334,417
Total acres 933,159 @ $1.43/acre
$133,441 per year

Carbon County = $3,236,282
Total acres 2,279,072 @ $1.43/acre
$323,628 per year

Sweetwater County = $3.116,266
2,179,207 acres @ $1.43/acre

$311,626 per year
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Local Strategy

* Local Districts/County Commissions meeting to
determine availability of local funds for soil

surveys

~ Johnson County - Powder River & Lake DeSmet CD
committed funding and Johnson County Commission

$10,000

- Uinta County CD $20,000/year for 8 years/Uinta Co.
Lummnsmn proposed $35,000/yr for 8 years (per year

decision)

- Carbon County Commission taking funding under
consideration

V64 xipuaddy
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6/L-V6LY

State Strategy

* WACD hosted meeting of organizations
who utilize or whose members utilize soil
survey on August 1- 10 organizations
represented and 6 state agencies

- Will follow-up with organizations with
more detailed legislative strategy
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* Anticipate pursuing state appropriation to
augment soil survey mapping funds
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L8L-V6LY

Federal Strategy

* WACD request to delegation for line item
funding increase to NRCS to accelerate soil
survey — delegation request to ag
appropriations committee for $300,000

Will be researching and developing effort to
gain additional BLM funding for fed land
soil survey mapping
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. JOINT RESOLUTIONS
ADOPTED DECEMBER 2002
JOINT CONVENTION
OF
WYOMING ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS
WYOMING STOCK GROWERS ASSOCIATION
WYOMING WOOL GROWERS ASSOCIATION

SOIL SURVEYS
Whereas, soils deta is integral to resource management planning, development,

reclamation, development of a carbon sequestration program, ete., and

Whereas, at the current staffing level of the USDA Matural Resource Conservation
Surface soil survey staff 1t would mke an estimated 45 years to complete the soil survey

in Wyoming, and

Whereas, much of the land without completed surveys is federal land administered by the
Bureau of Land Management and funding from the BLM for soil surveys has been
inconsistent and for acceleration has not yet been committed, and

. Whereas, the NRCS has conducted soi] surveys on state lands at no cost to the state,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that WACD, WSOA and WWGA suppart the
following efforts to obtain the nacessary resources to sccelerate the completion of the sail
survey in Wyoming:

1. Increased funding to the USDA NRCS for soil survey mapping

2. NRCS be charged to complete the soil survey on priority lands in Wyoming.

3. State support of the soil survey effort on state lands.

SOIL SURVEYS/ECOLOGICAL SITE DESCRIPTION

BE IT RESOLVED, that WACD, WSGA and WWGA recommend the prioninzation of
soll survey mapping and the umform use of ecological site descriptions developed by
NRCS as the foundation for the inventory, evaluation, setting of monitonng objectives,
and management of rangelands and forestlands because ecological sites are the basic
units of sails and associated plant communities and they provide the basis for setting
vegelative management objectives, monitoring and extrapolations of management

impacts to other areas,
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Soils Survey Policy Statement:

The Wyoming Energy Commission recognizes that soil data is integral to resource
management planning, energy development, reclamation, development of carbon
sequestration programs and more However, al the current staffing leve] of the USDA
Matural Rescurce Conservation Surface soil survey team, it would take an estimated 45
years to complete the first soil survey in Wyoming. Additionally, it is recognized that
much of the land without completed surveys is federal land administered by the Bureau
of Land Management and funding from the BLM for soil surveys has been inconsistent,

In an effort to accelerate the completion of initial soil survey, the WEC recommends the
Govemnor work with the Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts to determine the
most efficient avenue for completing the soil survey on State lands within 10 years. This
plan should be developed and fully funded by July 1, 2004

In a further effort to accelerate the completion of the initial soil survey, the WEC
recommends the Office of Federal Land Policy work the Wyoming Association of
Conservation Districts and the Wyoming Cangressional delegation to encourage the
necessary federal funding and staffing for completion of the soil survey on Federal lands
within 10 years. This consultation should begin no later than July 1, 2003
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