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Preserve wild areas 

For someone like me who 
makes a living as an outdoor pho
tographer, Montana is a fascinat
ing place, and it's why I live here. 

Initially, I was drawn to Gla
cier National Park and the spec
tacular mountain landscapes of 
western Montana. In recent 
years, after spending more time 
in eastern Montana exploring, 
photographing and hunting in the 
grasslands, breaks and island 
mountain ranges, I developed a 
much greater appreciation for the 
quiet beauty, diversity and stark 
vastness of that landscape. For 
me, the Missouri River Breaks 
are a favorite place to "get lost." 
That includes more than the C.M. 
Russell National Wildlife Refuge 
and Upper Missouri River Breaks 
National Monument, but many 
lesser-known public lands man
aged by the Bureau of Land Man
agement. 

In the upcoming revision of the 
BLM Lewistown management 
plan, the agency will determine 
how the places it identified as 
having wilderness characteris
tics, such as Crooked Creek and 
Dovetail in the Musselshell 
Breaks country, should be man
aged. 

Some of these areas are indis
tinguishable from the refuge, 
providing valuable habitat for elk, 
deer and other spe~ies, as well as 
opportunities for hunting, hiking, 
camping and just "getting lost." 
These areas also represent some 
of the last blocks of unbroken 
prairie on all the Great Plains. 

As we look to the future, we 
should think carefully about the 
remote wild places in this part of 
Montana. Each are unique and. 
special in their own way and de
serve the same consideration and 
level of protection as the great 
Rocky Mountains to the west. 

-1.&ny Bynum, 
East Glacier Park 


