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Introduction 
  

Section 201 of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA) requires the Bureau of Land 

Management (BLM) to continue to maintain an inventory of all public lands and their resources and 

other values. This requirement directs the BLM to maintain and update, as necessary, its inventory of 

wilderness characteristics. BLM Manual 6310, Conducting Wilderness Characteristics Inventory on BLM 

Lands, provides the latest policy and guidance for maintaining and conducting wilderness characteristic 

inventories under Section 201 of the FLPMA and applies to lands outside of wilderness study areas 

(WSAs). BLM Manual 6320, Considering Lands with Wilderness Characteristics in the BLM Land Use 

Planning Process, provides guidance for documenting lands with wilderness characteristics in the 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document for a resource management plan (RMP), 

considering a range of reasonable alternatives for managing these areas, and evaluating the impacts of 

such alternatives. The BLM will use guidance from Manual 6320 and the land use planning process to 

determine how to manage lands with wilderness characteristics as part of its multiple-use mandate. The 

inventory process entails identifying wilderness inventory units, inventorying roads and wilderness 

characteristics, and determining whether the area meets the overall criteria for wilderness 

characteristics. An area has wilderness characteristics if it meets the criteria for size, naturalness, and 

outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type of recreation. An area with 

wilderness characteristics may also contain other values not necessary for the determination of 

wilderness characteristics; these are known as supplemental values. These wilderness characteristics are 

further described below:  

 

 Size—An area must be roadless, with 5,000 acres of contiguous BLM-

administered lands or, if less than 5,000 acres, must be contiguous with BLM-

administered lands that have been formally determined to have wilderness or 

potential wilderness values (e.g. designated wilderness and WSAs) or any federal 

lands managed for the protection of wilderness characteristics (e.g., designated 

wilderness; US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) areas proposed for 

wilderness designation; Forest Service WSAs or areas of recommended 

wilderness; and National Park Service (NPS) areas recommended or proposed 

for designation).  

 

 Naturalness—Lands and resources that exhibit a high degree of naturalness 

when affected primarily by the forces of nature and where the imprint of human 

activity is substantially unnoticeable. An area’s naturalness may be influenced by 

the presence or absence of roads or other developments, the nature and extent 

of landscape modifications, and the connectivity of habitats. Wildlife populations 

and habitat are recognized as important aspects of naturalness and would be 

actively managed. 

 

 Outstanding Opportunities for Solitude or Primitive and Unconfined 

Types of Recreation—Visitors may have outstanding opportunities for 

solitude or primitive and unconfined types of recreation when the sights, 

sounds, and evidence of other people are rare or infrequent; where visitors can 

be isolated, alone, or secluded from others; where an area is accessed via 

nonmotorized, nonmechanical means; and where no or minimal recreation 

facilities are encountered.  
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 Supplemental Values—The area may contain ecological, geological, or other 

features of scientific, educational, scenic, or historical value.  BLM-administered 

lands possessing wilderness characteristics may be managed to maintain some or 

all of those characteristics. As part of this RMP, the BLM will examine options 

for managing these lands and will determine the most appropriate land use 

allocations for them. Considering wilderness characteristics in the land use 

planning process may result in several outcomes, including (1) emphasizing other 

multiple uses as a priority over protecting wilderness characteristics; (2) 

emphasizing other multiple uses while applying management restrictions 

(conditions of use, mitigation measures) to reduce impacts on wilderness 

characteristics; and (3) the protection of wilderness characteristics as a priority 
over other multiple uses.  

 

Units Inventoried to Identify Lands with Wilderness Characteristics 
  

Previous planning documents did not identify or provide special management for areas with wilderness 

characteristics outside of WSAs. An updated wilderness characteristics inventory of BLM-administered 

lands in the planning area was completed as part of the Lewistown RMP. The inventory considered 54 

units, totaling 282,033 acres. Inventory units were identified from the initial and final wilderness 

inventories for the Lewistown and Butte Districts, and included additional areas that were not 

considered in the 1980 wilderness inventory. Of the 54 units inventoried, 32 were found to have the 

most potential for meeting the criteria to be managed for wilderness characteristics (Table 1-1, 

Inventoried Units Possessing Wilderness Characteristics).  The remaining 22 units did not meet the 

criteria to be managed as lands with wilderness characteristics (Table 1-2, Inventoried Units Lacking 

Sufficient Wilderness Characteristics).  

 

Three maps depicting the units inventoried in the Lewistown RMP planning area (BLM LFO Wilderness 

Inventory Units – Overview Map – East, BLM LFO Wilderness Inventory Units – Overview Map – 

Center, and BLM LFO Wilderness Inventory Units – Overview Map – West) are shown below.  
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Units Possessing Wilderness Characteristics Criteria 
 

Table 1-1 - Inventoried Units Possessing Wilderness Characteristics 

   

Unit Name Unit Identifier Acres with Wilderness Characteristics 

   

Armells Creek MT-068-227 1,089* 

Big Snowies Tack-On B-1 MT-068-217 146 

Big Snowies Tack-On B-2 MT-068-217 312 

Big Snowies Tack-On B-3 MT-068-217 114 

Big Snowies Tack-On B-4 MT-068-217 39 

Biggett MT-060-008 5,011 

Blind Horse Creek MT-075-102 4,917 

Blood Creek MT-068-223 20,855 

Carroll Coulee MT-068-230 6,944 

Carter Coulee MT-068-229 12,409 

Cemetery Road MT-060-003 10,921 

Chain Buttes MT-068-238 7,647 

Chimney Bend MT-068-245 2,560* 

Chute Mountain MT-075-105 3,208 

Cottonwood MT-068-221 13,063 

Deep Creek/Battle Creek MT-075-106 3,073 

Dog Creek South MT-068-244 3,009* 

Dovetail Creek MT-068-224 15,868 

Drag Creek MT-068-233 22,010 

Dunn Ridge MT-060-007 10,060 

Ear Mountain A MT-075-104 1,039 

Ear Mountain B MT-075-104 765 

Fargo Coulee MT-068-228 643* 

Fort Musselshell Tack-On A MT-068-240 1,372 

Fort Musselshell Tack-On B MT-068-241 611 

Horse Camp Trail MT-068-237 11,892 

Little Crooked Creek MT-068-235 12,172 

Missouri River Island MT-075-126 17 

North Fork of Sun River MT-075-107 196 

Spear Coulee MT-060-004 5,044 

Thompson Coulee MT-060-005 5,377 

West Crooked Creek MT-068-236 20,298 

   

Total  202,681 

 

* Unit is partially within the Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument. However, the acreage 

listed above reflects only that portion within the Lewistown Field Office since management decisions for 

the Monument portion are not part of the Lewistown RMP. 

 

Source: BLM GIS 2015  
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ARMELLS CREEK (MT-068-227): 

 
FORM 1 

Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                     (Go to Form 2) Yes        X          (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Armell’s Creek, MT-068-227   

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): _____________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of Land Management Districts, 

November 1980, p.251: 

 

“Armell’s Creek Unit (MT-068-227) is located 10 miles south of the Missouri River and 18 miles east of the 

town of Winnifred, Fergus County, Montana. The area is bounded on all sides by private land and State 

administered land. This unit contains approximately 18750 acres, not including 640 acres of private inholdings. 

Armell’s Creek follows the path of three creeks and includes the drainage bottoms and timbered ridges on either 

side. The topography is rougher and more heavily wooded on the east rather than west side of the unit.  

The area is presently used primarily for livestock grazing and hunting. Livestock management needs have 

resulted in the construction of seven reservoirs, several fire rehabilitation reseeding spots, ten miles of fence, and 

a water well on an enclave of private land. There are also seven identified roads which effectively fragment the 

unit. Two of these roads access parcels of private land in T21N, R22E; Sec 19 and 20, and T21N, R22E; Sec 

23. One services a fence line in T21N, R22E; Sec 28, 33, and 34. One leads to a stock tank in T21N, R21E; Sec 

25. The fifth road allows maintenance to a fence line T21N, R21E; Sec 25, and T21N, R22E; Sec 30. The sixth 

road is primary access to a newly constructed reservoir in T21N, R21E; Sec 33. The final road is located in 

T20N, R22E; Sec 5,6, and 8 and access private buildings in the bottom of Armell’s Creek. The identification of 

these roads divides the unit such that the largest portion is 4600 acres, less than the 5000 acre requirement of 

the 1964 Wilderness Act.  

Much of the unit is natural in appearance. Scattered remains of the homestead era and a working ranch 

adversely affect solitude values in the western and southern portions of the unit. However, in most of the unit the 

range improvements are dispersed throughout, the private lands are undeveloped, and the unit’s vegetative 

screening ensures an essentially natural appearance. 
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The northern and eastern portions of the area have outstanding pockets of solitude while the more open 

drainage patterns and minimal forest vegetation which characterize the southern, eastern, and western portions 

do not offer such opportunities. The primary recreational activity, hunting, is not recognized as having any special 

game species or outstanding opportunities not available in many portions of Montana. Camping, hiking, nature 

study, horseback riding, and photography are possible but none of outstanding quality. 

Supplemental values include attractive “breaks” scenery and importance as a critical watershed. 

Final Decision and Rationale: This unit will not be further studied for wilderness. The network of roads divides the 

unit into sectors, all of which are less than 5000 acres. Neither the intrinsic values of the area nor the weight of 

public comment suffice to consider study of the parcels less than 5000 acres.” 

Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980 

Area Unique 
Identifier 

Sufficient 
Size?  
Yes/No 
(acres) 

Naturalness? 
Yes/No 

Outstanding 
Solitude? 
Yes/No 

Outstanding 
Primitive & 
Unconfined 
Recreation?  
Yes/No 

Supplemental 
Values? 
Yes/No 

MT-068-227 Yes-18,750 
acres 
fragmented to 
4 subunits by 
roads 

Yes Yes/No 
(see above) 

No Yes 

 

 

FORM 2 

Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Armells Creek, MT-068-227    Acreage 18,982 (1,089 in LFO)  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes       X      No _______ 

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

Unit #MT-068-227 spans numerous sections located in T20-21N, R21-22-23E. The unit is primarily 

located in the Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument (UMRBNM). There are two small 

parcels totaling approximately 1,089 acres that are located within the Lewistown Field Office (LFO). The 

LFO portion of the unit is bordered by BLM property lines and linear rights-of-way (ROWs) in Section 7 

(T20N, R22E). The Monument portion of the unit primarily consists of property lines and small 

segments of an inventory road on the east and Knox Ridge Road to the north.  
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If considered independently, this unit would not meet the size criteria; however, these non-Monument 

lands are contained in a larger unit that is not split by inventory roads, ROWs or other defining 

boundary features. Therefore, the non-Monument lands need to be considered within the context of a 

larger unit that also contains Monument lands. 

 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes      X   No _______ N/A ________ 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities)  

 

The area is a mixture of grasslands/sage brush, ponderosa pine savanna and mixed conifer forested 

forested draws. The riparian areas along Dry Armells and Armells Creeks have scattered cottonwoods, 

either in small groves or individual trees. Habitat types include Rocky Mountain Big Sagebrush Steppe, 

Northwestern Great Plains Ponderosa Pine Woodland and Savanna and Northwestern Great Plains 

Riparian. Common grasses and grasslike species include bluebunch wheatgrass, green needlegrass, 

needleandthread, western wheatgrass, prairie Junegrass, blue grama, prairie sandreed, Sandberg 

bluegrass, and threadleaf sedge. Common shrubs include big sagebrush, silver sagebrush, saltbrush, 

greasewood, rubber rabbitbrush and prickly pear cactus. Forested vegetation types include ponderosa 

pine, ponderosa pine/Rocky Mountain juniper and ponderosa pine/Douglas-fir. Ponderosa pine is 

common on south slopes and ridges and the ponderosa/Doug-fir type is common on steep north-facing 

slopes. Forested areas are generally patchy and disconnected because of the broken topography.  

 

Most of the original unit was included within the UMRBNM. The unit parcel not included is 1,089 acres. 

The non-Monument portion of the unit has a ROW in T20N R21E, Sec. 12 E½, T20N R22E, Sec. 7 W½ 

and Sec. 18 NW¼ which includes an underground cable and overhead power lines. Several routes exist 

on ridgetops along ROWs and throughout Section 18. This portion of the unit is located in the 

transition zone between intensively managed farm/ranch operations and primitive river breaks. If 

considered independently, the non-Monument portion of the unit would not meet the size criteria and 

would have cumulative impacts that affect naturalness and opportunities for solitude and primitive 

recreation. However, when considered as part of the larger unit including the Monument, the unit as a 

whole meets naturalness criteria. Only some limited portions along the agricultural interface have 

localized impacts to naturalness. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area, if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness 

and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes   X  No    N/A     

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

Yes. The unit has both the topographic relief and vegetation screening to offer outstanding opportunities 

for solitude. A variety of landscape features allow the visitor a solitary experience, especially in the deep 

coulees and more forested portions of the area. Low visitation throughout most of the year ensures 

solitude, with the notable exception of hunting season. The Monument Proclamation describes the area 

to be “as remote and nearly as undeveloped as it was in 1805.” 

  

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes  X  No    N/A    

 

This unit has opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation for some activities. The area has a 

variety of wildlife, so photography and hunting would be supported by this unit. Hiking, fossil hunting and 

nature study would be additional activities possible within the unit, but these do not appear to be 
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outstanding in nature. The Monument Proclamation describes the area as having “… a spectacular array 

of biological, geological and historical objects of interest.” 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes    No  X  N/A_____                        
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BIG SNOWIES TACK-ON B-1 (MT-068-217): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No ________ (Go to Form 2) Yes       X        (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, list 

the names of those areas.):   MT-067-211 (Billings Field Office) 

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): The Big Snowies Tack-on, MT-068-217  

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): ____________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of Land Management Districts, 

November 1980, p.239: 

“The Big Snowies Tack-ons, unit numbers MT-067-211 (Billings Field Office) and MT-068-217, are nine parcels 

of land adjacent to the Big Snowies in the Lewis and Clark National Forest. The nine parcels are located in 

Golden Valley and Fergus Counties, and contain a total of 1,725 acres. These areas are all considerably less than 

5,000 acres but meet the size criteria in conjunction with the larger Big Snowies Wilderness Study Area- RARE II-

1-739. 

Logging activities have adversely affected the naturalness on five units. There are signs of man’s former presence 

in these units in the form of vehicle trails originally used as haul roads, remaining stumps and some cut slash 

material. The presence of heavily traveled county roads on the borders of four units limit opportunities for 

solitude. In these units the downsloping topography combined with the small size maximizes the effects of these 

offsite intrusions. Four units do contain some opportunities for solitude but it is not of outstanding quality and 

does not add to the opportunities for solitude available in the Forest Service Wilderness Study Area. 

Hiking, primitive camping, nature study, rock scrambling, hunting, ski touring, and geologic study are all possible 

forms of recreation found in the units. Small size and difficult terrain limit the scope or number of the above 

activities available in a particular unit. None of the units offer an outstanding opportunity for primitive and 

unconfined recreation. 

Other than scenery and an unusual stand of Engelmann spruce in one unit, no other supplemental features are 

known to exist. 
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Final Decision and Rationale: These units will not be further studied for wilderness. Because these units do not 

offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation, and add nothing to the wilderness values of 

the RARE II area, they do not meet the criteria for study.” 

Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-217 Yes/No-1,725 

acres total  

(see above) 

No No No No 

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 
a. Area Unique Identifier Big Snowies Tack-On B-1, MT-068-217   Acreage      146      

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The parcel in Big Snowies Tack-On B-1 is found in T12N R20E Section 7 and is bordered on the north 

and east by private land and by the USFS Lewis and Clark National Forest on the south and west.  The 

parcel borders the Big Snowies Wilderness Study Area and therefore meets one of the criteria for areas 

less than 5,000 acres. The size requirement is satisfied by the unit’s adjacency to “any Federal lands 

managed for wilderness characteristics” according to BLM Manual 6310, Page 5.  For the purposes of the 

current 2013/2014 inventory, the five Big Snowies Tack-On A parcels and the four Big Snowies Tack-On 

B parcels were given the same unit number 217. 

 

 (2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes  X No    N/A   

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The unit contains ponderosa pine, Douglas-fir, and lodgepole pine with isolated pockets of hardwood 

brush and shrubs. Remnant meadows exist in the unit but are declining due to forest encroachment. 
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Douglas-fir is the climax forest depending on elevation and aspect. Ponderosa pine will dominate the 

drier areas. Understory vegetation consists snowberry, Oregon grape, rose, shrubby cinquefoil, and 

rocky mountain maple.  The foothills are dominated by non-native grasses, such as Timothy.  

Houndstongue, Canada thistle and biennial thistle are present.  Leafy spurge and spotted knapweed are 

common in riparian areas and adjacent lands.  Shrubs, grasses, and forbs recruitment in groundcover is 

limited due to dense forest overstory from fire suppression.  Groundcover is also limited due to the 

bedrock and low amounts of soil in the bedrock areas.  

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes X  No   N/A    

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

The unit parcels and adjacent National Forest land is densely forested and has a great deal of variation in 

topography. The sights and sounds of other visitors is often well concealed when in the core of these 

small parcels.  

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes     X  No   N/A   

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

The units have outstanding opportunities for hunting, wildlife viewing, and nature study. Only when 

considered in combination with the adjacent USFS lands would the opportunities for hiking, backpacking, 

horseback riding, horse packing, cross-country skiing, and snowshoeing be considered outstanding in this 

unit. 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes      No X  N/A    
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BIG SNOWIES TACK-ON B-2 (MT-068-217): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No ________ (Go to Form 2) Yes       X        (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, list 

the names of those areas.):   MT-067-211 (Billings Field Office) 

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): The Big Snowies Tack-on, MT-068-217  

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): _____________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of Land Management Districts, 

November 1980, p.239: 

“The Big Snowies Tack-ons, unit numbers MT-067-211 (Billings Field Office) and MT-068-217, are nine parcels 

of land adjacent to the Big Snowies in the Lewis and Clark National Forest. The nine parcels are located in 

Golden Valley and Fergus Counties, and contain a total of 1,725 acres. These areas are all considerably less than 

5,000 acres but meet the size criteria in conjunction with the larger Big Snowies Wilderness Study Area- RARE II-

1-739. 

Logging activities have adversely affected the naturalness on five units. There are signs of man’s former presence 

in these units in the form of vehicle trails originally used as haul roads, remaining stumps and some cut slash 

material. The presence of heavily traveled county roads on the borders of four units limit opportunities for 

solitude. In these units the downsloping topography combined with the small size maximizes the effects of these 

offsite intrusions. Four units do contain some opportunities for solitude but it is not of outstanding quality and 

does not add to the opportunities for solitude available in the Forest Service Wilderness Study Area. 

Hiking, primitive camping, nature study, rock scrambling, hunting, ski touring, and geologic study are all possible 

forms of recreation found in the units. Small size and difficult terrain limit the scope or number of the above 

activities available in a particular unit. None of the units offer an outstanding opportunity for primitive and 

unconfined recreation. 

Other than scenery and an unusual stand of Engelmann spruce in one unit, no other supplemental features are 

known to exist. 



18 
 

Final Decision and Rationale: These units will not be further studied for wilderness. Because these units do not 

offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation, and add nothing to the wilderness values of 

the RARE II area, they do not meet the criteria for study.” 

Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-217 Yes/No-1,725 

acres total  

(see above) 

No No No No 

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Big Snowies Tack-On B-2, MT-068-217   Acreage      312      

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The parcel in Big Snowies Tack-On B-2 is found in T12N R20E Sections 17 and 20 and is bordered on 

the north and east by private land and by the USFS Lewis and Clark National Forest on the south and 

west.  A portion of the boundary on the east borders the county road, Red Hill Road.  The parcel 

borders the Big Snowies Wilderness Study Area and therefore meets one of the criteria for areas less 

than 5,000 acres. The size requirement is satisfied by the unit’s adjacency to “any Federal lands managed 

for wilderness characteristics” according to BLM Manual 6310, Page 5.  For the purposes of the current 

2013/2014 inventory, the five Big Snowies Tack-On A parcels and the four Big Snowies Tack-On B 

parcels were given the same unit number 217. 

 

 (2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes  X No    N/A   

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  
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The unit contains mixed conifer (ponderosa pine, Douglas-fir, and lodgepole pine) with isolated pockets 

of hardwood brush and shrubs. Remnant meadows exist in the unit but are declining due to forest 

encroachment. Douglas-fir is the climax forest depending on elevation and aspect. Ponderosa pine will 

dominate the drier areas. Understory vegetation consists snowberry, Oregon grape, rose, shrubby 

cinquefoil, and rocky mountain maple.  The foothills are dominated by non-native grasses, such as 

Timothy.  Houndstongue, Canada thistle and biennial thistle are present.  Leafy spurge and spotted 

knapweed are common in riparian areas and adjacent lands.  Shrubs, grasses, and forbs recruitment in 

groundcover is limited due to dense forest overstory from fire suppression.  Groundcover is also 

limited due to the bedrock and low amounts of soil in the bedrock areas. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes X  No   N/A    

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

The unit parcels and adjacent National Forest land is densely forested and has a great deal of variation in 

topography. The sights and sounds of other visitors is often well concealed when in the core of these 

small parcels. Some noise from vehicles may intrude on portions of the unit close to Red Hill Road. 

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes  X  No    N/A __  

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

The units have outstanding opportunities for hunting, wildlife viewing, and nature study. Only when 

considered in combination with the adjacent USFS lands would the opportunities for hiking, backpacking, 

horseback riding, horse packing, cross-country skiing, and snowshoeing be considered outstanding in this 

unit. 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes      No X  N/A    

  



20 
 

 



21 
 

BIG SNOWIES TACK-ON B-3 (MT-068-217): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No ________ (Go to Form 2) Yes       X        (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, list 

the names of those areas.):   MT-067-211 (Billings Field Office) 

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): The Big Snowies Tack-on, MT-068-217  

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): _____________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of Land Management Districts, 

November 1980, p.239: 

“The Big Snowies Tack-ons, unit numbers MT-067-211 (Billings Field Office) and MT-068-217, are nine parcels 

of land adjacent to the Big Snowies in the Lewis and Clark National Forest. The nine parcels are located in 

Golden Valley and Fergus Counties, and contain a total of 1,725 acres. These areas are all considerably less than 

5,000 acres but meet the size criteria in conjunction with the larger Big Snowies Wilderness Study Area- RARE II-

1-739. 

Logging activities have adversely affected the naturalness on five units. There are signs of man’s former presence 

in these units in the form of vehicle trails originally used as haul roads, remaining stumps and some cut slash 

material. The presence of heavily traveled county roads on the borders of four units limit opportunities for 

solitude. In these units the downsloping topography combined with the small size maximizes the effects of these 

offsite intrusions. Four units do contain some opportunities for solitude but it is not of outstanding quality and 

does not add to the opportunities for solitude available in the Forest Service Wilderness Study Area. 

Hiking, primitive camping, nature study, rock scrambling, hunting, ski touring, and geologic study are all possible 

forms of recreation found in the units. Small size and difficult terrain limit the scope or number of the above 

activities available in a particular unit. None of the units offer an outstanding opportunity for primitive and 

unconfined recreation. 

Other than scenery and an unusual stand of Engelmann spruce in one unit, no other supplemental features are 

known to exist. 
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Final Decision and Rationale: These units will not be further studied for wilderness. Because these units do not 

offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation, and add nothing to the wilderness values of 

the RARE II area, they do not meet the criteria for study.” 

Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-217 Yes/No-1,725 

acres total  

(see above) 

No No No No 

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Big Snowies Tack-On B-3, MT-068-217   Acreage      114      

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The parcel in Big Snowies Tack-On B-3 is found in T12N R20E Section 28 and is bordered on the north, 

east and south by private land and by the USFS Lewis and Clark National Forest on the west.  The 

parcel borders the Big Snowies Wilderness Study Area and therefore meets one of the criteria for areas 

less than 5,000 acres. The size requirement is satisfied by the unit’s adjacency to “any Federal lands 

managed for wilderness characteristics” according to BLM Manual 6310, Page 5.  For the purposes of the 

current 2013/2014 inventory, the five Big Snowies Tack-On A parcels and the four Big Snowies Tack-On 

B parcels were given the same unit number 217. 

 

 (2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes  X No    N/A   

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The unit contains mixed conifer (ponderosa pine, Douglas-fir, and lodgepole pine) with isolated pockets 

of hardwood brush and shrubs. Remnant meadows exist in the unit but are declining due to forest 
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encroachment. Douglas-fir is the climax forest depending on elevation and aspect. Ponderosa pine will 

dominate the drier areas. Understory vegetation consists snowberry, Oregon grape, rose, shrubby 

cinquefoil, and rocky mountain maple.  The foothills are dominated by non-native grasses, such as 

Timothy.  Houndstongue, Canada thistle and biennial thistle are present.  Leafy spurge and spotted 

knapweed are common in riparian areas and adjacent lands.  Shrubs, grasses, and forbs recruitment in 

groundcover is limited due to dense forest overstory from fire suppression.  Groundcover is also 

limited due to the bedrock and low amounts of soil in the bedrock areas. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes X  No   N/A    

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

The unit parcels and adjacent National Forest land is densely forested and has a great deal of variation in 

topography. The sights and sounds of other visitors is often well concealed when in the core of these 

small parcels. Some noise from vehicles may intrude on the eastern portion of the unit that is in 

proximity to Red Hill Road. 

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes  X  No    N/A __  

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

The units have outstanding opportunities for hunting, wildlife viewing, and nature study. Only when 

considered in combination with the adjacent USFS lands would the opportunities for hiking, backpacking, 

horseback riding, horse packing, cross-country skiing, and snowshoeing be considered outstanding in this 

unit. 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes      No X  N/A    
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BIG SNOWIES TACK-ON B-4 (MT-068-217): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No ________ (Go to Form 2) Yes       X        (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, list 

the names of those areas.):   MT-067-211 (Billings Field Office) 

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): The Big Snowies Tack-on, MT-068-217  

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): _____________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of Land Management Districts, 

November 1980, p.239: 

 

“The Big Snowies Tack-ons, unit numbers MT-067-211 (Billings Field Office) and MT-068-217, are nine parcels 

of land adjacent to the Big Snowies in the Lewis and Clark National Forest. The nine parcels are located in 

Golden Valley and Fergus Counties, and contain a total of 1,725 acres. These areas are all considerably less than 

5,000 acres but meet the size criteria in conjunction with the larger Big Snowies Wilderness Study Area- RARE II-

1-739. 

Logging activities have adversely affected the naturalness on five units. There are signs of man’s former presence 

in these units in the form of vehicle trails originally used as haul roads, remaining stumps and some cut slash 

material. The presence of heavily traveled county roads on the borders of four units limit opportunities for 

solitude. In these units the downsloping topography combined with the small size maximizes the effects of these 

offsite intrusions. Four units do contain some opportunities for solitude but it is not of outstanding quality and 

does not add to the opportunities for solitude available in the Forest Service Wilderness Study Area. 

Hiking, primitive camping, nature study, rock scrambling, hunting, ski touring, and geologic study are all possible 

forms of recreation found in the units. Small size and difficult terrain limit the scope or number of the above 

activities available in a particular unit. None of the units offer an outstanding opportunity for primitive and 

unconfined recreation. 

Other than scenery and an unusual stand of Engelmann spruce in one unit, no other supplemental features are 

known to exist. 
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Final Decision and Rationale: These units will not be further studied for wilderness. Because these units do not 

offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation, and add nothing to the wilderness values of 

the RARE II area, they do not meet the criteria for study.” 

Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-217 Yes/No-1,725 

acres total  

(see above) 

No No No No 

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Big Snowies Tack-On B-4, MT-068-217   Acreage      39      

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The parcel in Big Snowies Tack-On B-4 is found in T12N R20E Section 28 and is bordered on the north 

and east by private land and by the USFS Lewis and Clark National Forest on the south and west.  The 

parcel borders the Big Snowies Wilderness Study Area and therefore meets one of the criteria for areas 

less than 5,000 acres. The size requirement is satisfied by the unit’s adjacency to “any Federal lands 

managed for wilderness characteristics” according to BLM Manual 6310, Page 5.  For the purposes of the 

current 2013/2014 inventory, the five Big Snowies Tack-On A parcels and the four Big Snowies Tack-On 

B parcels were given the same unit number 217. 

 

 (2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes  X No    N/A   

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The unit contains mixed conifer (ponderosa pine, Douglas-fir, and lodgepole pine) with isolated pockets 

of hardwood brush and shrubs. Remnant meadows exist in the unit but are declining due to forest 
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encroachment. Douglas-fir is the climax forest depending on elevation and aspect. Ponderosa pine will 

dominate the drier areas. Understory vegetation consists snowberry, Oregon grape, rose, shrubby 

cinquefoil, and rocky mountain maple.  The foothills are dominated by non-native grasses, such as 

Timothy.  Houndstongue, Canada thistle and biennial thistle are present.  Leafy spurge and spotted 

knapweed are common in riparian areas and adjacent lands.  Shrubs, grasses, and forbs recruitment in 

groundcover is limited due to dense forest overstory from fire suppression.  Groundcover is also 

limited due to the bedrock and low amounts of soil in the bedrock areas. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes X  No   N/A    

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

The unit parcels and adjacent National Forest land is densely forested and has a great deal of variation in 

topography. The sights and sounds of other visitors is well concealed when in the core of these small 

parcels.  

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes  X  No    N/A __  

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

The units have outstanding opportunities for hunting, wildlife viewing, and nature study. Only when 

considered in combination with the adjacent USFS lands would the opportunities for hiking, backpacking, 

horseback riding, horse packing, cross-country skiing, and snowshoeing be considered outstanding in this 

unit. 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes      No X  N/A    
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BIGGETT (MT-060-008): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No               X            (Go to Form 2)   Yes                   (If yes, and if more than one area is within the 

area, list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: ____________________________ 

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s):  Biggett Coulee, MT-060-008                                          

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):______________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana District/Lewistown Field Office 

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Inventory Source:  ___________________________  

 

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient 

Size?  

Yes/No 

(acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

NOT 

PREVIOUSLY 

INVENTORIED 

     

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier: Biggett Coulee, MT-060-008 Acreage: 5,011 

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 
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(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

This unit was originally calculated at 7,455 acres. An unimproved county road in T16N R30E S6 was 

identified as allowing maintenance when necessary. During inventory a road in T17N R29E Sections 22, 

23 and 24 was determined to meet the criteria for a Wilderness Inventory Road (see Photo Log_008, 

images P1230394, 395, 398, 400, 404, 405 and Route Analysis_008). Once the unit was re-evaluated to 

reflect the new boundaries, the acreage was 5,011. The northern boundary of the unit is a combination 

of Tin Can Hill Road and the bladed and maintained road noted in T17N R29E Sections 22, 23 and 24. In 

the northeast area of the unit (T17N R29E Section 25), a small portion of the BLM was removed due to 

a cultivated field on BLM.  The eastern boundary is a combination of private land, Tin Can Hill Road and 

Upper Tin Can Hill Road.  The western boundary is state and private lands. The southern boundary is a 

portion of Upper Tin Can Hill Road and Gilfeather Road, an unimproved county road in T16N R29E 

Sections 1, 2, 5 and 6. This road is maintained as needed.   

 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes  X No    N/A   

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

This unit is located in Petroleum County and is near the Musselshell River. The unit is made up of steep 

coulees, rolling hills, and flatlands. It reflects the “breaks” topography and vegetation which is typical of 

the area. It is made up areas of grassland, sagebrush grasslands, savanna and forest. Habitat types include 

Rocky Mountain Big Sagebrush Steppe, Northern Rocky Mountain Conifer Wooded Steppe, 

Northwestern Great Plains-Black Hills Ponderosa Pine Woodland and Savanna, and Western Great 

Plains Badlands.  Common grasses and grasslike species include bluebunch wheatgrass, green 

needlegrass, needle and thread, western wheatgrass, prairie Junegrass, blue grama, prairie sandreed, 

Sandberg bluegrass, and threadleaf sedge. Common shrubs include big sagebrush, silver sagebrush, 

saltbrush, greasewood, rubber rabbitbrush and prickly pear cactus. Forested vegetation types include 

ponderosa pine, ponderosa/Rocky Mountain juniper and ponderosa / Douglas-fir. Ponderosa pine is 

common on south slopes and ridges and the ponderosa/Doug-fir type is common on steep north facing 

slopes. Forested areas are generally patchy and disconnected because of the broken topography.  

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes X  No   N/A    

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

This unit has both the topographic and vegetative screening to give the visitor an outstanding 

opportunity for solitude. Forested foothills and coulees combined with low visitation throughout most 

of the year allow for users to maintain a sense of isolation. Portions of the unit border maintained roads 

and private land which may initially detract from the solitary experience, but the core of the unit 
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definitely provides for solitude.  Private inholdings are currently in conservation easements which 

enhance solitude. 

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes    X  No   N/A   

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

The unit is within elk hunting district (HD) 410, which includes a southern portion of the Missouri River 

Breaks and western portion of the Musselshell River Breaks.  Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MFWP) 

elk objectives are 2,300 elk in HD 410 and in 2013 were nearly 1,000 over objective.  Hunters from 

across the state and nation covet one of the 1,900 either sex archery permits or 100 either sex rifle 

permits available in 2014.  An additional 900 cow elk licenses (300 archery only and 600 rifle) were 

available in HD 410 in 2014. The numbers of licenses and permits available are assessed annually by 

MFWP and adjusted as necessary to manage the population at objective. 

 

The primitive and unconfined recreation opportunities are outstanding for hunting, wildlife observation, 

bird watching, photography, and hiking. The only limiting factor could be the relatively small size of the 

unit. 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes X  No   N/A    

Description: 

The unit contains the Nordahl Cemetery and there are a number of homesteading ruins throughout the 

area. 
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BLIND HORSE CREEK (MT-075-102): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes _ X___ (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source:   Final Decision, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of 

Land Management District  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Blind Horse Creek, MT-075-102 

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):______________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Butte District/Butte Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Final Decision, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of Land Management District, p.37-

38: 

 

“Physical Description: The Blind Horse Creek Unit encompasses an area of 5080 acres of which 4927 acres are 

in public ownership. The unit is bordered to the west by public lands administered by the US Forest Service, and 

to the north, east, and south by private lands. The area is located on the eastern front of the Rocky Mountains, 

25 miles NE of Choteau, Montana. Public access into the area is up the Chicken Coulee and Clark Fork Muddy 

Creek drainages. 

Naturalness: The Blind Horse Creek Inventory Unit appears primarily in its natural state. The elevations range 

from 5100’ to 7000’ and the unit is transected by 3 drainages. The vegetative cover is dense in some patches, 

but opens in other areas to a grassland meadow. There are some imprints of human activity within the unit. 

These are vehicular ways, fences, and a water diversion ditch. None of the impacts, either singly or collectively, 

significantly detract from the areas apparent naturalness. 

Outstanding Opportunities for Solitude or Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: The opportunities for both 

solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation are outstanding. The three drainages enable visitor use 

dispersal. The distribution of varied vegetation adds additional screening, promoting excellent opportunities for 

solitude. The unit’s scenery and wildlife make sightseeing, photography, and nature study of exceptional quality. 

Additionally, excellent opportunities exist for backpacking and hiking. 

Supplemental Values: The Blind Horse Creek Unit is known to be critical habitat for many rare species of wildlife. 

These include grizzly and black bear, wolves, bighorn sheep, mountain goats, bald and golden eagles, and other 

big game and non-game species. A second supplemental value is the unit’s outstanding scenery.  
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Final Decision and Rationale: This area will be retained for wilderness study. Character of the area, its relation to 

FS roadless land, and importance for wildlife habitat, plus a majority of comments support this decision.” 

(Addition for 2013 final review-original document contains public comments claiming area is a 

source for discovery of the first carnivorous dinosaur eggs. Perhaps this should be investigated and 

included in current update of the Supplemental Values for Unit MT-075-102 if accurate.) 

Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of Land 

Management District  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-075-102 Yes-5080 ac 

w/ 4927 ac 

public 

ownership 

Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier: MT-075-102, Blind Horse Creek  Acreage__4917__________  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The Blind Horse ONA is located 19 miles west of Choteau, Montana on the Rocky Mountain Front 

(RMF). The area is protected by its designation as an Outstanding Natural Area (ONA). It is bounded 

the north by the Blackleaf State Wildlife Management Area. The western boundary borders the Lewis 

and Clark National Forest. The southern and eastern boundaries are private land. The USFS lands 

bordering the unit are managed under two different prescriptions as described in Lewis and Clark 

National Forest Plan of June, 1986. Those BLM lands in T26N R8W Sections 30 and 31, and T25N R8W 

Sections 05, 06, 07, 08, 17 and 18 are adjacent to Forest Service lands under Management Plan “E” 

where the goals are focused on livestock and big game forage. Those lands in T25N R8W Sections 19, 

20, and 30 are adjacent to Forest Service lands managed under Management Plan “G”, with no specific 

management goal stated. 
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This unit has been congressionally designated under the Rocky Mountain Heritage Act as a Conservation 

Management Area to conserve, protect, and enhance the recreational, scenic, historical, cultural, fish, 

wildlife, roadless, and ecological values of the Area.  

 

In BLM Manual 6310, one of the defining factors of wilderness characteristics is size. On Page 6 of the 

manual, one of the determinations of size criteria is if the area does not have greater than 5000 acres, 

then “It is demonstrated that the area is of sufficient size as to make practicable its preservation and use 

in an unimpaired condition.” This unit’s size and location does make it practicable to preserve and use it. 

The area has limited access, few if any lasting human imprints, and maintains a natural condition. 

Therefore it meets the size requirement and will be considered for other wilderness characteristics, and 

be required to meet those criteria as well. 

 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes  X No    N/A   

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The RMF is at the eastern edge of the Rocky Mountains where tectonic plates collided and pushed large 

slabs of rock up into a fold and thrust belt. The region varies from broad, rolling prairie grasslands at 

low elevations, to dense coniferous forests and alpine rocklands at high elevations. Major grass species 

are rough fescue, Idaho fescue, bluebunch wheatgrass, western wheatgrass, Richardson’s needlegrass, 

western needlegrass, Kentucky bluegrass, timber oatgrass and Junegrass. The area is forested with 

limber pine, Douglas-fir, Rocky Mountain juniper and common juniper at lower elevations and subalpine 

fir, lodgepole pine and mixed conifer at higher elevations. Engelmann spruce, white spruce and aspen are 

common in moist, cool habitats along streams and mountain slopes. Rockland, talus and scree are 

associated with higher elevations. Wet meadows, riparian vegetation, fen and aquatic vegetation are 

widespread due to frequent groundwater discharge. The wetland and riparian areas found on the Front 

are especially diverse and important for habitat. There are also small areas of alder, berry shrubfields, 

vegetated talus, forbfields, and snowchutes. Important forb and shrub species include cow parsnip, 

Angelica bluebells, false hellebore, horsetail and various willow species along streams and moist areas. 

Grassland forb and shrub species include lupine, balsamroot, sticky geranium, harebell, sugarbowl, 

shrubby cinquefoil, northern bedstraw, yarrow, fringed sagewort, and hairy goldenaster. On the forested 

mountain slopes the more prominent forbs and shrubs include arnica, twinflower, Richardson’s 

geranium, meadow-rule, clematis, tobacco-root, russet buffaloberry, spirea, snowberry, and various 

huckleberry species. Ecological systems found in this region include Northern Rocky Mountain Dry-

Mesic Montane Mixed Conifer Forest, Northwestern Great Plains Mixed Grass Prairie, Northern Rocky 

Mountain Montane and Foothill Grassland, Rocky Mountain Cliff, Canyon, and Massive Bedrock, 

Northwestern Great Plains Shrubland and Northern Rocky Mountain Riparian Lower Montane 

Woodland and Shrubland. 

 

Mule deer are the most common large mammal species occurring in the RMF. Healthy populations of 

white-tailed deer and Rocky Mountain elk reside in the region as well. Bighorn sheep are found in 

various areas of the RMF.  The mountain goats found here are form the largest contiguous population in 

the state of Montana. Black bear and mountain lion seem to be doing well in the region. Gray wolves 

recolonized the RMF prior to 1990, most likely due to the region’s excellent habitat. Bobcat, wolverine 

and pine marten are the principle furbearers which occur along the RMF. Wolverines occupy large 

ranges and prefer intermediate and mature timber stands and areas with prey or carrion, which do not 

occur on the RMF. Most likely this area acts as a buffer for the vast expanses of nearby wilderness which 

provide crucial wolverine habitat.  Grizzly bears, which are listed as threatened under the Endangered 
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Species Act, thrive in the transitional zone between grassland shrub habitat and mountainous forest 

habitat and are expanding their range in this area. Golden eagle, Swainson’s hawk, northern harrier, red 

tailed hawk and American kestrel are the most common diurnal raptor species. The great horned owl 

and northern saw-whet owl are the most common nocturnal species. Blue, ruffed, and spruce grouse 

are common to the forested areas, with sharp-tailed grouse common on the prairies. 

 

The area rises from approximately 5600 feet at the ONA boundary to nearly 6200 feet in the subalpine 

meadows where stock water developments and fencing are found, to more than 8300 feet near the 

summit of Choteau Mountain on the western boundary.  The area is visually striking and the unit has a 

great deal of natural beauty, with much of it remaining in nearly pristine condition (see Photo Log_102, 

images P806080, 082, 087, 090-092, 095, 096, 098-0101). Those signs of man existing there consist of 

two stock water tanks, fencing, and some debris (see images P0806083-085, 097, 0103, 0105). The 

major human use is livestock grazing, mainly due to limited public access to the unit. It does have a road 

leading into the ONA that is overgrown and unused, which originally extended 1 ¼ miles into the ONA 

from the boundary. The route is in extremely poor condition (see Photo Log, image P8060078) and 

soon changes into a single track trail (image P8060079). There is an inholding of private land found at 

T25N R8W Sec 18 NE ¼.  

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

 

Yes X  No   N/A    

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

The unit definitely has outstanding opportunities for solitude. Vegetative and topographic screening is 

excellent throughout the unit and gives the user a distinct sense of isolation. The area receives few 

visitors, with livestock grazing on adjacent private land and within the unit providing the greatest chance 

of encountering others. 

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes     X  No   N/A   

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

This unit would readily support horseback riding, hunting, hiking, photography, snowshoeing, nature 

study, and cross-country skiing. Combined with bordering Forest Service land, the opportunity for 

extended horse and pack stock trips or backpacking becomes available as well. The opportunities for 

outstanding primitive and unconfined recreation are in keeping with those available in the nearby Bob 

Marshall Wilderness Complex.  

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes X  No   N/A    

 

Description: 

The area contains the Threatened status grizzly bear. Wolves, mountain goats, lynx, black bear, bighorn 

sheep, and wolverines are present within the region. The scenery is another supplemental value. 
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BLOOD CREEK (MT-068-223): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes   X    (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, list 

the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Blood Creek, MT-068-223   

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):_______________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of Land Management Districts, 

November 1980, p.245: 

 

“Blood Creek Unit (MT-068-223) is located 5 miles west of the Musselshell River and 17 miles NE of Winnett, 

Montana. The unit originally totaled 20,100 acres, not including 940 acres of enclosed private land. This acreage 

is further divided by a 1 ½ mile strip of totally unnatural land straddling the Blood Creek drainage. The removal 

of the impacted land from the boundaries leaves two units, 4,300 acres to the north and 7,300 acres to the 

south. 

The Blood Creek drainage which bisects the unit east-west is a broad, flat valley filled with roads, range 

improvements, a homestead, and expansive plantings of non-native crested wheat, such that it appears 

unnatural. Elsewhere, scattered range improvements and vehicle trails are adequately screened such that they 

don’t create a major impact on naturalness. The only exception is an area of contour furrowing in the south of 

the unit, which looks quite unnatural.  

North of Blood Creek, steep, forested terrain permits pockets of solitude. The complex border and enclosed 

private land in the southern parcel, when added to the rolling terrain and scattered vegetation patterns, does not 

allow for outstanding solitude opportunities.  

Hunting, nature study (especially of raptor populations), hiking, and camping are all possible activities in the area. 

However, no outstanding opportunities for these activities were noted.  

Two homesteads and the expansive scenery were the only supplemental values known in the area. 
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Final decision and rationale: This unit will not be further studied for wilderness. Much of the unit appears natural, 

however, the broad open terrain, scattered vegetation patterns and complex border preclude outstanding 

solitude. No outstanding varieties or opportunities for primitive recreation exist in the area.” 

Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles city and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980 

 

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-223 Yes- 20,100 

acres total w/   

11,600 ac 

undeveloped 

Yes No No No 

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier: Blood Creek, MT-068-223   Acreage 20,855  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes    X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

  

The unit’s western boundary is Dovetail Road.  Next to the western boundary are two ROWs, which 

are buried communication lines. The northern boundary is approximately half Dunn Ridge Road, with 

the other half state and private lands. The southern portion borders state and private lands. The eastern 

boundary is state land and a road which meets the criteria for a Wilderness Inventory Road, dividing this 

unit from the Dovetail Creek unit, MT-068-223.  

  

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes     X  No    N/A    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

This area varies in topography and vegetation communities. It ranges from flat sage/grass benches to 

rolling sage prairie as well as ponderosa savannah, forested hills, and deep coulees. Habitat types include 
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Rocky Mountain Big Sagebrush Steppe, Northwestern Great Plains-Black Hills Ponderosa Pine 

Woodland and Savanna, Northern Rocky Mountain Foothill Wooded Steppe and Western Great Plains 

Badlands.  Common grasses and grasslike species include bluebunch wheatgrass, green needlegrass, 

needleandthread, western wheatgrass, prairie Junegrass, blue grama, prairie sandreed, Sandberg 

bluegrass, and threadleaf sedge. Common shrubs include big sagebrush, silver sagebrush, saltbrush, 

greasewood, rubber rabbitbrush and prickly pear cactus. Forested vegetation types include ponderosa 

pine, ponderosa pine/Rocky Mountain juniper and ponderosa pine/Douglas-fir. Ponderosa pine is 

common on south slopes and ridges and the ponderosa/Doug-fir type is common on steep north-facing 

slopes. Forested areas are generally patchy and disconnected because of the broken topography.  See 

Photo Log_223 images P9030298, P9030303, P9030306, and P9030308. As can be seen in the photos 

referenced above, a portion of the unit has burned and is recovering with a diversity of grasses. 

 

There are a number of two-tracks within the unit (see Photo Log_223, images P9030296, 299-303). The 

majority of the routes investigated receive intermittent to rare use, most are revegetated, and none 

meet the criteria for a Wilderness Inventory Road. One route investigated which could possibly bisect 

the unit is found in T17N  R27E Section 24 E ½ ,  T17N R28E Section 6 W ½  Section 7 E ½ Section 18 

E ½  Section 19 NW ¼ , and R28E  T18N Section 31 W ½ . This route was driven on the ground to 

the end of BLM land in T17N R28 E Section 6. This portion was overgrown and had little apparent use. 

It had no signs of having been constructed using mechanical means, and had significant areas of erosion 

on hillsides. The remaining southern half of the route was investigated using Google Earth, which 

indicated similar conditions. Given this, the route does not meet the criteria for a Wilderness Inventory 

Road and therefore does not divide the unit into subsections. See images P9030305 and P9030307 as 

well as Route Analysis_223. 

 

The main uses for this unit are livestock grazing and hunting. There are 14 reservoirs, 9 dams, and a 

number of other range improvements, including wells, corrals and springs. The developments and range 

improvements combined with a relatively high vehicle route density may impact naturalness in portions 

of the unit.  

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude? Yes    No    

X  N/A     

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

The portions of the unit containing ponderosa pine savannah have enough trees or topographic variation 

to screen visitors. The parts of the unit are made up of flat sage-grass steppe do not have enough variety 

and topographic relief to provide the user with a sense of isolation and a solitary experience. Many of 

these open, flat areas border homes, ranches and well-used roads which can be seen from within unit. 

Overall, this unit does not have outstanding opportunities for solitude.  

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes     X  No    N/A    

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

The area has outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation, especially hunting, 

hiking, and horseback riding. During the inventory, many bow hunters were using the areas surrounding 
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the unit. These hunters are frequently on foot and employing methods in keeping with primitive and 

unconfined recreation. The unit is within elk hunting district (HD) 410, which includes a southern 

portion of the Missouri River Breaks and western portion of the Musselshell River Breaks.  Montana 

Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MFWP) elk objectives are 2,300 elk in HD 410 and in 2013 were nearly 1,000 

over objective.  Hunters from across the state and nation covet one of the 1,900 either sex archery 

permits or 100 either sex rifle permits available in 2014.  An additional 900 cow elk licenses (300 

archery only and 600 rifle) were available in HD 410 in 2014. The numbers of licenses and permits 

available are assessed annually by MFWP and adjusted as necessary to manage the population at 

objective. 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes  X  No    N/A     

 

Description: The area contains a homestead and Rice School. The northern portion of the unit contains 

important sagebrush habitat and is recognized as Greater Sage-Grouse Priority Habitat (PH) or similar 

designation by the US Fish and Wildlife Service, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks and the Natural 

Resource Conservation Service.  Sage-grouse habitats are important for several other wildlife species 

including: Brewer’s sparrow, short-eared owl, sharp-tailed grouse, sagebrush vole, antelope, mule deer 

and many others. 
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CARROLL COULEE (MT-068-230): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes      X       (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Montana Initial Wilderness Inventory, Final Decision, August 1979                                    

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s):  Carroll Coulee, MT-068-230                                     

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown Field Office                  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Montana Initial Wilderness Inventory, Final Decision, August 1979, p.110: 

“The unit is 6,000 acres of federal land with 320 acres private. 12 oil and gas leases cover the area. Heavy 

grazing has changed the vegetative composition of the area.  

Starting from plains lands in the south, the unit becomes more rugged and dissected as one heads north to the 

border of the Charles M. Russell Game Reserve. Texture comes from the vegetation (Ponderosa pine and juniper 

climax) patterns as they lie on the gullies and ridges. Prairie grasses and sagebrush predominate on the upland 

areas. 

The area has had fairly heavy grazing use, such that deep cattle trails and a discernible change in vegetative 

species has occurred. In addition, there are onsite perceptions of vehicle traffic on the adjacent Musselshell trail. 

This results in an area with definitely degraded natural values. 

Unit Decision: The area will be dropped from further wilderness consideration.” 

Inventory Source:  Montana Initial Wilderness Inventory, Final Decision, August 1979  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-230 Yes-6,320 

acres 

     No    No   No   No 
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FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier: Carroll Coulee, MT-068-230 Acreage 6,944  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes    X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

This unit is bordered on the north mainly by the Charles M. Russell National Wildlife Refuge and a small 

amount of state land. The shape of the unit also has a section bordering BLM land and two Rights-Of- 

Way (ROWs) forming boundaries on the northwest and northeast. The easternmost ROW is for access 

across BLM land to homes on private land bordering the unit T21N R25E Sections 25 and 26. The 

ROW requirements are for access only, and state that no maintenance or improvement is allowed. 

Since the ROW is not maintained or improved, it is not considered as a boundary of the unit. The 

westernmost ROW is for an underground telephone line and is found within unit boundaries in T21N 

R25E Section 24 SW¼, 26, 27, 34 NW¼ NW¼. The configuration of the buried telephone line also has 

it forming a portion of the western boundary, the rest of which is mainly private land.  The southern 

boundary is the Musselshell Trail, a county maintained road. The eastern boundary is the Skyline Trail 

and private land.  

 

 (2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes      X   No    N/A    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The area has a great deal of naturalness (see Photo Log_230, images PA220333, 336, 338-340, 345-352). 

The topography varies from rolling sage grasslands, to hilled ponderosa/juniper savanna, to deep, 

forested coulees. Habitat types include Rocky Mountain Big Sagebrush Steppe, Northwestern Great 

Plains-Black Hills Ponderosa Pine Woodland and Savanna, Northern Rocky Mountain Foothill Wooded 

Steppe and Western Great Plains Badlands. Common grasses and grasslike species include bluebunch 

wheatgrass, green needlegrass, needleandthread, western wheatgrass, prairie Junegrass, blue grama, 

prairie sandreed, Sandberg bluegrass, and threadleaf sedge. Common shrubs include big sagebrush, silver 

sagebrush, saltbrush, greasewood, rubber rabbitbrush and prickly pear cactus. Forested vegetation types 

include ponderosa pine, ponderosa pine/Rocky Mountain juniper and ponderosa pine/Douglas-fir. 

Ponderosa pine is common on south slopes and ridges and the ponderosa/Doug-fir type is common on 

steep north-facing slopes. The unit supports a variety of wildlife and bird species. The area has range 

developments within it but these do not detract from the naturalness of the unit overall. The human 

uses are livestock grazing and hunting.  

 

Forested areas are generally patchy and disconnected because of the broken topography.  The initial 

1979 inventory indicated degraded natural values and heavy grazing. These conditions were not present 
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during this inventory, though cattle and their trails were present, as well as vehicle routes. None of 

these routes were either constructed or maintained, and did not meet the Wilderness Road Inventory 

Criteria (see images PA220334, 335, 337, 341-344, 357-359). 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes    X  No    N/A     

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

While portions of the unit are open with little screening vegetation, these are mainly found in patches 

with adjacent small groves of trees. These scattered forested areas mixed with the rolling hills provide 

the user with outstanding opportunities for solitude.  

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes    X  No    N/A    

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

This area would provide users with outstanding opportunities for hiking, nature study, horseback riding, 

photography, cross-country skiing and other forms of primitive and unconfined recreation.  

 

The unit is within elk hunting district (HD) 410, which includes a southern portion of the Missouri River 

Breaks and western portion of the Musselshell River Breaks.  Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MFWP) 

elk objectives are 2,300 elk in HD 410 and in 2013 were nearly 1,000 over objective.  Hunters from 

across the state and nation covet one of the 1,900 either sex archery permits or 100 either sex rifle 

permits available in 2014.  An additional 900 cow elk licenses (300 archery only and 600 rifle) were 

available in HD 410 in 2014. The numbers of licenses and permits available are assessed annually by 

MFWP and adjusted as necessary to manage the population at objective. 

The unit is within the East Indian Buttes Block Management Area (BMA). Block Management is a 

cooperative effort between Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP), private landowners, and public land 

management agencies to help landowners manage hunting activities and to provide free public hunting 

access to private and isolated public lands. The Lewistown Field Office cooperates with MFWP on the 

Chain Buttes and East Indian Buttes BMAs, which includes limiting motorized use to improve harvest 

opportunities. 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes  X  No    N/A    

 

Description: 

There was an active raptor population in the unit, with bald eagles, red-tailed hawks, and golden eagles 

spotted during the inventory in October 2013. 
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CARTER COULEE (MT-068-229): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes      X      (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980   

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Carter Coulee, MT-068-229   

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):_________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of Land Management Districts, 

November 1980, p.256: 

 

“Carter Coulee Unit (MT-068-229) is located adjacent to the Charles M. Russell Wildlife Refuge and is 10 miles 

to the east of US Highway 191. This unit, located in Fergus County, Montana contains 5,760 acres. One 

thousand two hundred forty (1240) acres of private land are sandwiched between the area and the wildlife 

refuge. Boundaries consist of private land to the west and south, the refuge on the north and the Wilder trail, a 

county maintained road, to the east. 

The unit is predominantly made up of rolling, grass covered slopes dipping towards the north. In more eroded 

drainage bottoms, timber can be found, but mostly this area is open expanses of clover, sage, and juniper. The 

unit appears natural. Range improvements and 15 miles of vehicle ways are found in the area. Although these 

are signs of man, the trails are only visible in their immediate area. The range improvements are somewhat 

screened, and blend in with the scenery.  

Although some solitude can be found in the forested draws, the area’s general openness precludes outstanding 

solitude. The proximity to Wilder Trail as well as vehicle usage on the many trails would periodically reduce the 

sense of isolation. The limited cover and open terrain along with a lack of noteworthy scenery reduce the 

potential for outstanding, primitive recreation.  

Scenery is typical for the region and is the only supplemental value known in the area. 

Final Decision and Rationale: This unit will not be further studied for wilderness. Although it appears natural, the 

area’s openness makes an outstanding solitude experience problematic. Primitive recreation possibilities are, 

likewise, less than outstanding.” 
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Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-229 Yes-5,760 

acres 

Yes No No No 

 

 

                                                                FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier  Carter Coulee, MT-068-229  Acreage 12,409  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes X  No       _ 

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The northern boundary of the unit is a combination of the Charles M. Russell NWR (CMR), state, and 

private lands. The eastern boundary is a county maintained road, Wilder Trail, (see Photo Log_229 

image P9120305) and private land.  The western boundary is private lands. The southern boundary is 

mostly private lands with state land in T21N R24E Section 36. A part of the southern boundary in T21N 

R25E Section 35 SW ¼ is a maintained county road called Ridge Road/Musselshell Trail. 

 

The Wilderness Inventory Road criteria found in BLM Manual 6310 was not in use during the 1979 and 

1980 inventories. The two track route, known as Elevator Ridge, found in T21N R24E Section 35 SW ¼ 

was identified as a road during the 1980 inventory and formed the unit boundary. The current route 

inventory definitions no longer consider this a road (see images P9120340, 341 and Route 

Analysis_229). Elevator Ridge is a road in the BLM FAMS database, but it does not receive regular 

maintenance.  Thus, it is considered a two track.  The unit boundaries will be changed to contain 

adjacent BLM managed lands. Those lands in T21N R24 E Section 19 N ½ , Section 20, Section 21 W ½ 

, Section 27 W ½ , Section 28 S ½ , Section 29, Section 30 E ½ , Section 31 E ½ , Section 32 S ½; NW 

¼ NW ¼ ; NE ¼ NE ¼ , Section 33 N ½, Section 34, and Section 35 NW ¼  are added to the unit.  

 

Additionally, portions of BLM land in T21N R25E Section 21 NE ¼, Section 22 W ½ and S ½ SE ¼, 

Section 23 SW ¼ SW ¼ and Section 27 N ½ were excluded from the original unit for unknown 

reasons. These lands retain a high degree of naturalness and will be included in the unit (see images 

P9120319-321, 323, 325). The boundary changes in T20N R25E Section 5 SW ¼ are due to an existing 

ROW MTM 044682. 
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(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes  X No    N/A   

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The topography of the unit is sage/ grassland plains, rolling hills of pine savannah interspersed with more 

densely forested areas, and steeper hills with deep coulees, many of which run to the Missouri River 

valley bottoms in the CMR refuge (see images P9120304, 306-309, 311, 315, 316-318). Montana Natural 

Heritage Program habitat types include Rocky Mountain Big Sagebrush Steppe, Northwestern Great 

Plains-Black Hills Ponderosa Pine Woodland and Savanna and Northern Rocky Mountain Conifer 

Wooded Steppe. Common grasses and grasslike species include bluebunch wheatgrass, green 

needlegrass, needle and thread, western wheatgrass, prairie Junegrass, blue grama, prairie sandreed, 

Sandberg bluegrass, and threadleaf sedge. Common shrubs include big sagebrush, silver sagebrush, 

saltbrush, greasewood, rubber rabbitbrush and prickly pear cactus. Forested vegetation types include 

ponderosa pine, ponderosa pine/Rocky Mountain juniper and ponderosa pine / Douglas-fir. Ponderosa 

pine is common on south slopes and ridges and the ponderosa/Doug-fir type is common on steep north 

facing slopes. Forested areas are generally patchy and disconnected because of the broken topography.   

 

The area has range developments within it but these do not detract from the naturalness of the unit 

overall. The human uses are livestock grazing and hunting.  

 

There are a number of reservoirs in the unit similar to Fritzner Reservoir which is found in T21N R25E 

Section 28 (see images P9120312-314).  Overall, the reservoirs are undeveloped, not obvious and do 

not impact the natural feeling or appearance of the landscape. The density of vehicle routes within the 

unit is low, with many being unnoticeable until the visitor is nearby.  

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes X  No   N/A    

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

The area has outstanding opportunities for solitude with the variety of vegetation and topography 

present. The unit has enough screening from these two types of features to allow the visitor a sense of 

isolation and the ability to avoid other users. The other feature which allows the visitor outstanding 

opportunity for solitude is that, outside of hunting season, the area has few visitors. 

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes     X  No   N/A   

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

This unit has a number of outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation. Hunting, 

photography, wildlife viewing, hiking, nature study, and cross-country skiing are all possible activities 

within the unit.  
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The unit is within elk hunting district (HD) 410, which includes a southern portion of the Missouri River 

Breaks and western portion of the Musselshell River Breaks.  Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MFWP) 

elk objectives are 2,300 elk in HD 410 and in 2013 were nearly 1,000 over objective.  Hunters from 

across the state and nation covet one of the 1,900 either sex archery permits or 100 either sex rifle 

permits available in 2014.  An additional 900 cow elk licenses (300 archery only and 600 rifle) were 

available in HD 410 in 2014. The numbers of licenses and permits available are assessed annually by 

MFWP and adjusted as necessary to manage the population at objective. 

 

The unit is within the East Indian Buttes Block Management Area (BMA). Block Management is a 

cooperative effort between Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP), private landowners, and public land 

management agencies to help landowners manage hunting activities and to provide free public hunting 

access to private and isolated public lands. The Lewistown Field Office cooperates with MFWP on the 

Chain Buttes and East Indian Buttes BMAs, which includes limiting motorized use to improve harvest 

opportunities. 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes X  No   N/A    

 

Description: 

The southern portion of the unit contains important sagebrush habitat and is recognized as Greater 

Sage-Grouse Priority Habitat (PH) or similar designation by the US Fish and Wildlife Service, Montana 

Fish, Wildlife and Parks and the Natural Resource Conservation Service.  Sage-grouse habitats are 

important for several other wildlife species including: Brewer’s sparrow, short-eared owl, sharp-tailed 

grouse, sagebrush vole, antelope, mule deer and many others. 

 

The unit has supplemental historic value from homestead-era ruins throughout the area.                                      
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CEMETERY ROAD (MT-060-003): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No          X              (Go to Form 2)   Yes _____ (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: ______  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s):  Cemetery Road, MT-060-003     

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):_________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Lewistown Field Office           

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Inventory Source:  ________________________ 

 

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient 

Size?  

Yes/No 

(acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

NOT PREVIOUSLY 

INVENTORIED 

     

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier: Cemetery Road , MT-060-003 Acreage 10,921  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 
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Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The unit is located north of Winnett, MT.  The unit boundary on the west is mainly the county road, 

Cemetery Road, and some private lands. The southern boundary is a combination of state and private 

land, and Highway 200 in T15N, R26E, Section 33, Section 34 W ½.  The northern boundary is mainly 

private lands and a short section of Cemetery Road in T15N, R26E, Section 5 W ½. The eastern 

boundary is state and private lands.  

 

 (2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes     X No    N/A   

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The unit has a route that bisects the northern portion of the unit and has been created by the passage 

of vehicles.  The route receives neither maintenance nor regular and continuous use and in some 

portions it becomes difficult to navigate. See Photo Log_003 images P9050296, 297, 298, 299, and 305. 

The topography on the western boundary is gentle hills and benches with some coulees (images 

P9050301, 302, 303). This part of the unit is ponderosa pine savannahs with some forest in the higher 

elevations (images P9050304, 307, 308, 309). Habitat types include Big Sagebrush Steppe, Great Plains 

Mixedgrass Prairie, and Northwestern Great Plains Ponderosa Pine Woodland and Savanna. Common 

grasses and grasslike species include bluebunch wheatgrass, green needlegrass, needle and thread, 

western wheatgrass, prairie Junegrass, blue grama, prairie sandreed, Sandberg bluegrass, and threadleaf 

sedge. Common shrubs include big sagebrush, silver sagebrush, saltbrush, greasewood, rubber 

rabbitbrush and prickly pear cactus. Forested vegetation types include ponderosa pine, ponderosa 

pine/Rocky Mountain juniper and ponderosa pine / Douglas-fir. Ponderosa pine is common on south 

slopes and ridges and the ponderosa/Doug-fir type is common on steep north facing slopes. Forested 

areas are generally patchy and disconnected because of the broken topography. 

 

In general, the majority of this area retains a natural appearance. The main use is grazing, with range 

improvements including 3 dams and 6 reservoirs. Near the eastern border of this unit are two old gravel 

pits, which are located at T15N, R26E Sections 21 and 26.  The unit is also close to the Acid Shale Pine 

Forest ACEC, displaying some similar soil types and vegetation communities in the northern and eastern 

portion of the unit. It is also near the USFWS War Horse NWR (image P9050310). 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes X  No   N/A    

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

The western and southern parts of the unit do have lower elevation areas with less relief and no 

screening from vegetation. There is enough topographic variation to provide screening in some of these 

portions, and when combined with low visitation, allows the visitor an outstanding opportunity for 

solitude. The northern and eastern portions have the topographic and vegetative conditions to provide a 

sense of seclusion.  Also, the unit is close to Winnett, but due to the small population, solitude is not 

impacted by the town. 
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(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes X  No   N/A   

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

Outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation exist within the unit. Hiking, 

backpacking, horseback riding, nature study (birding), and hunting are all activities supported by the unit.  

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes X  No   N/A    

 

Description: 

The unit has excellent hunting and bird watching (raptors) opportunities as well as two homestead sites. 

The unit contains important sagebrush habitat and is recognized as Greater Sage-Grouse Priority 

Habitat (PH) or similar designation by the US Fish and Wildlife Service, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

and the Natural Resource Conservation Service.  Sage-grouse habitats are important for several other 

wildlife species including: Brewer’s sparrow, short-eared owl, sharp-tailed grouse, sagebrush vole, 

antelope, mule deer and many others. 
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CHAIN BUTTES (MT-068-238): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes       X       (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Chain Buttes, MT-068-238   

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):___________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of Land Management Districts, 

November 1980, p.268: 

 

“Chain Buttes Unit (MT-068-238) is located adjacent to the Charles M. Russell Wildlife Refuge in Petroleum 

County, Montana. BLM maintained roads and parcels of state and private land bound the unit on all sides. 

Originally identified as having 7,200 acres of land, the identification of a road eliminated 290 acres from this 

total, leaving approximately 6,910 acres. The area dips toward Crooked Creek in the south and from the Chain 

Buttes in the north. Composed of the rolling prairie land surrounding three north-south drainages dipping into 

Crooked Creek, the unit is open, and forested in only the narrow drainage bottoms.  

Due to the open form and vegetative patterns, outstanding solitude is not available within the area. With the 

exception of 2 minor vehicle trails, 4 reservoirs, and 5 miles of fence, there are no signs of man within the area. 

These minor developments are disseminated around the unit such that they do not detract from naturalness.  

Given the area’s lack of screening and flattened topography, the number and quality of outdoor recreational 

activities is limited.  

The breaks scenery typical of the area, a homestead, and signs of Indian habitation are the only known 

supplemental values. 

The Chain Buttes area is not recommended for further wilderness consideration. 
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Final Decision and Rationale: This unit will not be further studied for wilderness. Although it appears natural, due 

to the open topographic and vegetative patterns, the unit does not have outstanding solitude. The number of 

recreational activities are limited and outstanding opportunities are not available.” 

Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-238 Yes-6,910 

acres 

Yes No No Yes 

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier:  Chain Buttes, MT-068-238 Acreage: 7,647  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes    X  No    

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

  

The western boundary is a maintained Facility Asset Management System (FAMS) road called Horseshoe 

Bar. The northern boundary is a well maintained county road called Musselshell Trail with a combination 

of private, state, and federal land. The eastern boundary follows a portion of a BLM FAMS known as 

Alex Camp Trail. The eastern boundary also follows state land with a small portion of the unit bordering 

the Charles M. Russell National Wildlife Refuge (CMR). The unit will be increased to include the BLM 

managed public land in T20N R29E Section 20 E ½, Section 28, Section 29 NE ¼. The southeastern 

boundary of the unit will be moved to the maintained Alex Camp Trail in T20N R29E Section 28 SE ¼, 

which forms the southern boundary of the unit as well. 

 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes      X  No    N/A    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description:  

 

The unit is highly natural. The areas described in Form 1 mainly border the unit and do not impact core 

conditions. The topography is rolling hills and deep coulees dominated by sage grasslands and ponderosa 

pine savannah. Habitat types include Rocky Mountain Big Sagebrush Steppe, Northwestern Great Plains 

Ponderosa Pine Woodland and Savanna, Northern Rocky Mountain Foothill Conifer Wooded Steppe 

and Western Great Plains Badlands. Common grasses and grasslike species include bluebunch 

wheatgrass, green needlegrass, needle and thread, western wheatgrass, prairie Junegrass, blue grama, 
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prairie sandreed, Sandberg bluegrass, and threadleaf sedge. Common shrubs include big sagebrush, silver 

sagebrush, saltbrush, greasewood, rubber rabbitbrush and prickly pear cactus. Forested vegetation types 

include ponderosa pine, ponderosa pine/Rocky Mountain juniper and ponderosa pine / Douglas-fir. 

Ponderosa pine is common on south slopes and ridges and the ponderosa/Doug-fir type is common on 

steep north facing slopes. Forested areas are generally patchy and disconnected because of the broken 

topography. The area has few range developments  and a low vehicle route density, both of which 

enhance the overall naturalness of the unit. The human uses are livestock grazing and hunting.  

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes    X  No    N/A     

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

The unit provides outstanding opportunities for solitude. The topography of low rolling hills and 

grassland/savannah does lend itself to openness. However, this does not reduce the solitary experience 

within the majority of the unit. Both the topography and vegetation provide screening and allow the 

user a sense of seclusion while visiting the unit. 

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes    X  No    N/A    

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

The Chain Buttes Unit has outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation. The area 

promotes dispersed recreation with hunting, wildlife observation, and self-directed hiking and horseback 

riding.   

 

The unit is within elk hunting district (HD) 410, which includes a southern portion of the Missouri River 

Breaks and western portion of the Musselshell River Breaks.  Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MFWP) 

elk objectives are 2,300 elk in HD 410 and in 2013 were nearly 1,000 over objective.  Hunters from 

across the state and nation covet one of the 1,900 either sex archery permits or 100 either sex rifle 

permits available in 2014.  An additional 900 cow elk licenses (300 archery only and 600 rifle) were 

available in HD 410 in 2014. The numbers of licenses and permits available are assessed annually by 

MFWP and adjusted as necessary to manage the population at objective. 

The unit is within the Chain Buttes Block Management Area (BMA). Block Management is a cooperative 

effort between Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP), private landowners, and public land management 

agencies to help landowners manage hunting activities and to provide free public hunting access to 

private and isolated public lands. The Lewistown Field Office cooperates with MFWP on the Chain 

Buttes and East Indian Buttes BMAs, which includes limiting motorized use to improve harvest 

opportunities. 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes    No    X  N/A    

 



67 
 

 



68 
 

  



69 
 

CHIMNEY BEND (MT-068-245): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                   (Go to Form 2) Yes       X      (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, list 

the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980 

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Chimney Bend, MT-068-245  

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): _______________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown Field Office   

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of Land Management Districts, 

November 1980, p.273-274: 

“Chimney Bend Unit is located in Fergus County, Montana, and is bounded by the Missouri River on the north. 

The unit is situated approximately 15 miles north of Winifred, Montana. The unit contains approximately 16600 

acres of public land.  

The topography of the area consists of steep, deeply dissected “breaks” covered with appreciable forest 

vegetation on the south and SE. Flat and rolling finger ridges penetrate into the area from the SE and NW.  

The two major uses of this area have been gas exploration and production, and livestock grazing. There are 5 

capped wells enclosed by the unit’s boundaries and one capped well 200 yards outside the area. 

Also within the unit are 2 water savers easily visible atop ridges projecting into the unit, 14 reservoirs, 5 ½ miles 

of fence, 1 corral, a developed spring, 7 dry gas wells, and 10 dead-end roads (cherrystems). Fingers of private 

land which are periodically intensively farmed project into the unit in three areas. 

The unit at first glance appears natural; however, a closer look at the unit’s southern half shows a density of 

reservoirs, evidence of past gas drilling activity, and projections of privately owned land. Roads finger out each 

ridge such that from one road one can view several other roads on adjacent ridges. This portion of the unit does 

not appear to be essentially free of the works of man. 

If one draws a boundary to exclude these intrusions, the end is a narrow strip of land along the river with a 

congested southern edge, deeply penetrated by narrow fingers of private land and cherrystem roads. Solitude 

within the remaining portion will be limited. This is not to say that there is no chance for solitude within the unit. 
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Opportunities are there but their quality is downgraded to something less than outstanding by the configuration 

of the unit’s southern boundary. 

Outstanding opportunities for primitive recreation are also not present. Hunting for mule deer and sharptail 

grouse is good within the unit. Opportunities for hiking, backpacking, horseback riding, and nature viewing and 

photography exist but none is compellingly attractive. 

The area’s historical role in the steamboat era and its picturesque “breaks” scenery are the major supplemental 

values. 

Final Decision and Rationale: This unit will not be further studied for wilderness. The density and location of the 

artifacts of man limits the naturalness of the southern portion of the area. The unit’s configuration and the 

number of cherrystem roads also serve to alter the quality of solitude within the unit. Recreational opportunities 

are not outstanding compared to those in surrounding areas.” 

Inventory Source:  Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-245 Yes-16600 ac No No No No 

 

 

FORM 2 
 

Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Chimney Bend, MT-068-245 Acreage 15,792 (2,560 in LFO)  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes  X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

This unit was originally identified at 16,600 acres. Most of the unit has been included in the Upper 

Missouri River Breaks National Monument (UMRBNM). The remaining acreage is 2,560, which is in two 

non-contiguous parcels found outside the unit boundaries. The portions of the original unit that weren’t 

incorporated into the Monument are not large enough to meet the size requirements by themselves; 

however, there are no wilderness inventory roads, ROWs or any other linear features that would result 

in a boundary delineation between Monument and non-Monument lands.   

 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes       X    No ______ N/A ______ 

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 



71 
 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The area is a mixture of grasslands/sage brush, ponderosa pine savanna, and mixed conifer forested 

forested draws. The riparian areas along Dry Armells and Armells Creeks have scattered cottonwoods, 

either in small groves or individual trees. Habitat types include Rocky Mountain Big Sagebrush Steppe, 

Northwestern Great Plains Ponderosa Pine Woodland and Savanna and Northwestern Great Plains 

Riparian. Common grasses and grasslike species include bluebunch wheatgrass, green needlegrass, 

needleandthread, western wheatgrass, prairie Junegrass, blue grama, prairie sandreed, Sandberg 

bluegrass, and threadleaf sedge. Common shrubs include big sagebrush, silver sagebrush, saltbrush, 

greasewood, rubber rabbitbrush and prickly pear cactus. Forested vegetation types include ponderosa 

pine, ponderosa pine/Rocky Mountain juniper and ponderosa pine/Douglas-fir. Ponderosa pine is 

common on south slopes and ridges and the ponderosa/Doug-fir type is common on steep north-facing 

slopes. Forested areas are generally patchy and disconnected because of the broken topography.  

 

Most of the original unit was included within the UMRBNM. The unit parcel not included is 2,560 acres. 

This portion of the unit is located in the transition zone between intensively-managed farm/ranch 

operations and primitive river breaks. If considered independently, the non-Monument portion of the 

unit would not meet the size criteria and may have cumulative impacts that affect naturalness and 

opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation. However, when considered as part of the larger unit 

including the Monument, the unit as a whole, meets naturalness criteria. Only some limited portions 

along the agricultural interface have localized impacts to naturalness. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes    X  No    N/A       

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

Yes. The unit has both the topographic relief and vegetation screening to offer outstanding opportunities 

for solitude. A variety of landscape features allow the visitor a solitary experience, especially in the deep 

coulees and more forested portions of the area. Low visitation throughout most of the year ensures 

solitude, with the notable exception of hunting season. The Monument Proclamation describes the 

overall area to be “as remote and nearly as undeveloped as it was in 1805.” 

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes     X  No    N/A      

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

This unit has opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation for some activities. The area has a 

variety of wildlife, so photography and hunting would be supported by this unit. Hiking, fossil hunting and 

nature study would be additional activities possible within the unit. The Monument Proclamation 

describes the area as having “… a spectacular array of biological, geological and historical objects of 

interest.” 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  
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(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes    No  X  N/A        
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CHUTE MOUNTAIN (MT-075-105): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes         X        (If yes, and if more than one area is within the 

area, list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of 

Land Management District  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Chute Mountain, MT-075-105  

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): ___________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Butte District/Butte Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of Land Management District, p.37-

38: 

 

“Physical Description: The Chute Mountain Inventory Unit is located in the east front of the Rocky Mountains 

approximately 24 miles west of Choteau, Montana. Access is available on the west through Lewis and Clark 

National Forest or on the east through private land with permission of the owner. The unit consists of 3,085 

acres of public land. Boundaries on the north, east, and south are formed by private land and on the west by 

National Forest land. The western boundary is contiguous with the Forest Service RARE II area P1-485 (Bear-

Marshall-Scapegoat-Swan), 26,068 acres.  

Naturalness: The Chute Mountain Inventory Unit is part of the Rocky Mountain Front, a unique area where the 

mountains rise abruptly from the plains. Dominant features within the unit are the steep eastern slopes of Chute 

Mountain and the North Fork of Deep Creek which forms a steep sided canyon through the southwest portion of 

the unit. The majority of the unit is forested with Douglas-fir and limber pine and there are some interspersed 

rock outcroppings and open grass areas. The unit appears to be in a natural condition and to have been affected 

primarily by the forces of nature. There are some minor impacts which include one vehicle way and the remains 

of some linear clearings on the east slope of Chute Mountain that were utilized as log chutes during the early 

1900’s. These impacts show signs of revegetation and do not significantly deter from the apparent naturalness of 

the unit. 

Outstanding Opportunities for Solitude or Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: The Chute Mountain Inventory 

Unit by itself and in conjunction with the contiguous RARE II area provides outstanding opportunities for solitude 

and primitive and unconfined recreation. The forested areas and varied terrain found throughout the unit provide 

a high degree of vegetative or a topographic screening which makes it very easy to find a secluded spot. The 
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wide range of wildlife species that inhabit the unit and vicinity provide outstanding opportunities for hunting, 

wildlife observation and bird watching. The combination of the interesting geologic and zoologic features provide 

outstanding opportunities for nature study and photography, and also enhance the day hiking and backpacking 

opportunities. The inventory unit offers both a variety of recreational opportunities as well as several high quality 

ones. 

Supplemental Values: The unique geology of the Rocky Mountain Front is of significant scientific and scenic value. 

The variety of wildlife that inhabit the unit and contiguous RARE II area, including the rare and endangered 

grizzly bear and wolf, are of significant ecological value. Of historic value are the log chutes located on the 

eastern slope of Chute Mountain that were constructed in the early 1900’s. 

Final Decision and Rationale: This area will be retained for wilderness study. Comments received and values 

found in this are support this decision.” 

Inventory Source:  Final Decision, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of Land 

Management District   

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-075-105 Yes- 3,085 

acres 

Yes Yes Yes  Yes  

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Chute Mountain, MT-075-105 Acreage 3,208 

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes  X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

  

The Chute Mountain Outstanding Natural Area (ONA)  is located approximately 24 miles west of 

Choteau, Montana on the Rocky Mountain Front (RMF). It is found in T24N R8W Sections 30,31, and 

32 as well as T23N R8W Sections 05, 06, 07, 08, 17 and 18. Private land borders it on the north and 

south. The eastern boundary is mainly private land with a small section of state land found in T23N 

R8W Section 17 NE ¼. During the original inventory the adjacent USFS lands were RARE II Area P1-

485. Most of these lands are now managed for wilderness characteristics under Management Plan “N” 

from the Lewis and Clark National Forest Plan issued June 1986. The portion of the Chute Mountain 

unit located in T24N R8W Section 30 S ½ is adjacent to USFS lands managed under Management Plan 

“G.” The goal for Management Area “G” is to maintain and protect Forest resources with minimal 
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investments. The USFS is also included in the congressionally designated Rocky Mountain Front Heritage 

Act and the USFS land bordering the unit is designated as Wilderness. The size requirement is satisfied 

by the unit’s adjacency to “any Federal lands managed for wilderness characteristics” according to BLM 

Manual 6310, Page 5. The unit is bordered by private on the north, south, and east. 

 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes    X No    N/A   

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The RMF is at the eastern edge of the Rocky Mountains where tectonic plates collided and pushed large 

slabs of rock up into a fold and thrust belt. The region varies from broad, rolling prairie grasslands at 

low elevations, to dense coniferous forests and alpine rocklands at high elevations. Major grass species 

are rough fescue, Idaho fescue, bluebunch wheatgrass, western wheatgrass, Richardson’s needlegrass, 

western needlegrass, Kentucky bluegrass, timber oatgrass and Junegrass. The area is forested with 

limber pine, Douglas-fir, Rocky Mountain juniper and common juniper at lower elevations and subalpine 

fir, lodgepole pine and mixed conifer at higher elevations. Engelmann spruce, white spruce and aspen are 

common in moist, cool habitats along streams and mountain slopes. Rockland, talus and scree are 

associated with higher elevations. Wet meadows, riparian vegetation, fen and aquatic vegetation are 

widespread. The wetland and riparian areas found on the Front are especially diverse and important for 

habitat. There are also small areas of alder, berry shrubfields, vegetated talus, forbfields, and 

snowchutes. Important forb and shrub species include cow parsnip, Angelica bluebells, false hellebore, 

horsetail and various willow species along streams and moist areas. Grassland forb and shrub species 

include lupine, balsamroot, sticky geranium, harebell, sugarbowl, shrubby cinquefoil, northern bedstraw, 

yarrow, fringed sagewort, and hairy goldenaster. On the forested mountain slopes the more prominent 

forbs and shrubs include arnica, twinflower, Richardson’s geranium, meadow-rule, clematis, tobacco-

root, russet buffaloberry, spirea, snowberry, and various huckleberry species. Ecological systems found 

in this region include Northern Rocky Mountain Dry-Mesic Montane Mixed Conifer Forest, 

Northwestern Great Plains Mixed Grass Prairie, Northern Rocky Mountain Montane and Foothill 

Grassland, Rocky Mountain Cliff, Canyon, and Massive Bedrock, Northwestern Great Plains Shrubland 

and Northern Rocky Mountain Riparian Lower Montane Woodland and Shrubland. 

 

The original inventory of 1979 states the area had apparent naturalness, which lead to the ONA 

designation. Subsequent inventories of the unit support the same conditions. The area remains 

surrounded by large tracts of private land with no substantial development, limited public access, and 

adjacent to Forest Service lands being predominantly managed for wilderness. These elements combine 

to support the area retaining a high degree of naturalness. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes X  No   N/A    

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

Form 1 indicates the unit has outstanding opportunities for solitude with the topographic and vegetative 

screening available.  
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(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes X  No   N/A   

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

The area has outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation. These opportunities 

increase as the area is combined with the management of the adjacent public lands and the Bob Marshall 

Wilderness Complex. Outstanding opportunities present which have been previously noted are hunting, 

wildlife observation, photography, bird watching, nature study, hiking, and backpacking. Other potential 

opportunities are horseback riding and pack trips, and fishing in the North Fork of Deep Creek. 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes  X  No    N/A     

 

Description: 

 

The unit is within the Northern Continental Divide Ecosystem (NCDE) Grizzly Bear Recovery Zone. 

The NCDE population has approximately 1,000 animals and continues to grow each year. Recovery 

efforts have been successful and an interagency draft conservation strategy was published in April 2013. 

The conservation strategy (CS) describes the regulatory framework for grizzly bear management in the 

NCDE once they are removed from the Endangered Species Act’s Federal List of Endangered and 

Threatened Wildlife (i.e., delisting). The CS identifies the Primary Conservation Area (PCA), which is 

the area currently known as the NCDE Recovery Zone. Habitat protections in the PCA were 

compatible with an increasing population and this is where the most conservative habitat protections 

would remain. The PCA would have the most conservative habitat protections so it can be managed as a 

source area where the goal is continual occupancy by grizzly bears. Within the PCA, the overall goal for 

habitat management on public Federal lands is to maintain or improve habitat conditions that existed as 

of 2011, while maintaining options for resource management activities at approximately the same levels 

that existed in 2011. Here, secure habitat, road densities, developed sites, and livestock allotments 

would be maintained at levels known to be compatible with a stable to increasing grizzly bear 

population. The unit also contains historic value in the log chutes, located on the eastern slope of Chute 

Mountain, that were constructed in the early 1900’s. 
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COTTONWOOD (MT-068-221): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes     X      (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.): West Cottonwood Creek, Cottonwood Creek 

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): West Cottonwood Creek (MT-068-221) and Cottonwood 

Creek (MT-068-222)   

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): ____________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown Field Office   

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of Land Management Districts, 

November 1980, p.243: 

“Cottonwood Creek-West Cottonwood Creek Units (MT-068-221 and 222) are combined because they were 

separated in error on the situation evaluation documents. Originally, there were 13,000 acres within the unit’s 

boundaries. This acreage was decreased to 12,650 acres by the identification of a road in the SE corner. The 

unit is composed of the broad bottom and side drainages of Cottonwood Creek. Ridges are topped with trees, but 

the flat bottoms and upland areas are open and vegetated with grasses and sage. 

Due to remnants of early developments, reservoirs, other range improvements, heavy grazing and a large 

number of vehicular ways, the land is segregated and many parts of the unit do not appear natural. However, 

about 5,000 acres of undeveloped land in the northern part of the region is natural. Intensive farming activities 

right up to the border of the unit will impact solitude. The broad, open valley which makes up much of the unit is 

also not conducive to solitude. The more vegetated and rolling side drainages and ridges offer no more than 

marginal opportunities for isolation. This same topography limits the enjoyment of activities such as hiking, 

camping, horseback riding, and nature study. As a hunting area, opportunities are similar to much of the 

Musselshell Breaks, but extensive grazing in this unit creates some pressure on wildlife, and decreases the quality 

of the hunting opportunity. Other than some remnants from the homesteading era, no supplemental values are 

known to exist in the area. 

Final Decision and Rationale: This unit will not be further studied for wilderness. The only 5,000 acre block of the 

unit which retains its natural characteristics lacks opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation. The broad, 

open valley which makes up most of the unit along with intensive offsite agriculture precludes high-quality 

solitude. The few recreational opportunities are not of high quality.” 
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Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980 

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-221/ 

222 

Yes-13,000 

acres 

Yes – 5,000 

No-8,000 

No No No 

 

 

                                                                  FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

Area Unique Identifier Cottonwood Unit, MT-068-221 Acreage: 13,063 

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

NOTE: Due to the error in the original inventory Unit 221 and Unit 222 will be combined 

into Cottonwood Unit MT-068-221.  

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes    X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

Cottonwood Creek-West Cottonwood Creek Units (MT-068-221 and 222) are combined because they 

were separated in error on the situation evaluation documents. Originally, there were 13,000 acres 

within the unit’s boundaries. This acreage was decreased to 12,650 acres by the identification of a road 

in the SE corner in the 1980 inventory. Based on current GIS calculations, the unit is 13,063 acres. 

 

The northern boundary is a combination of a county maintained road with BLM, state and private lands. 

The western boundary is private lands and a county road called Jitney Road. The southern boundary is a 

combination of private and state land with a historically graded and maintained road. The eastern 

boundary is a combination of lower River Road, private land, and two parcels of state land.  

 

All original boundaries were site visited and determined to be accurate. A route in T16N, R29E Section 

25 W ½ was evaluated for maintenance to allow for access to range improvement projects in the 

bottom of Lower Cottonwood Creek. 

 

Boundaries were adjusted to remove lands in T16N, R30E Sections 29-32 to account for a Right-of-Way 

(ROW) associated with an overhead power line.  A portion of T16N, R29E Section 26 W1/2 has stock 

water tanks which receive high use and the surrounding land is noticeably impacted. 

 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes     X  No    N/A    
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Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

This unit is located within the Musselshell River breaks region, and maintains much of its naturalness 

with grazing and hunting use in-season. It is made up areas of grassland, sagebrush grasslands, and forest. 

Habitat types include Rocky Mountain Big Sagebrush Steppe, Northwestern Great Plains-Black Hills 

Ponderosa Pine Woodland and Savanna, and Western Great Plains Badlands.  Common grasses and 

grasslike species include bluebunch wheatgrass, green needlegrass, needleandthread, western 

wheatgrass, prairie Junegrass, blue grama, prairie sandreed, Sandberg bluegrass, and threadleaf sedge. 

Common shrubs include big sagebrush, silver sagebrush, saltbrush, greasewood, rubber rabbitbrush and 

prickly pear cactus. Forested vegetation types include ponderosa pine and ponderosa pine/Douglas-fir. 

Ponderosa pine is common on south slopes and ridges and the ponderosa/Douglas-fir type is common 

on steep north-facing slopes. Forested areas are generally patchy and disconnected because of the 

broken topography.  

 

Some vehicle routes were discovered but do not detract from the apparent natural appearance of the 

unit. Internal routes within the unit are two track trails that are not being maintained and do not meet 

the wilderness road criteria. Vehicle routes were inspected at T16N, R28E Section 22 E1/2 and Section 

23 NW1/4.  The routes are reclaiming with vegetation, indicating infrequent use and low impact. 

Ponderosa pine has become established within a portion of the inspected route. Routes within the unit 

are maintained solely by passage of vehicles for seasonal hunting use and livestock grazing. 

 

The bordering farming activities are limited and do not affect the naturalness of the bordering or core 

areas of the unit. There are 4 grazing allotments within the unit; #02540, #04840, #04841 and #04852. 

There are increased levels of range improvement developments with 13 stock tanks found in the unit.  

Recent disturbance due to repair of stockwater reservoirs was also noted. A portion of the unit 

contains prescribed fire units within Musselshell Breaks Treatment Project. Most of the prescribed fire 

units have received initial treatment and may receive supplemental maintenance burning. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes  X  No    N/A     

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

Low visitation is within the unit, except during the hunting season. Vegetation and topography screening 

enhance expectation of solitude. The configuration of the unit provides solitude. Farming activities 

bordering the unit do not impact opportunities for a solitary experience. 

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes  X  No    N/A    

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

The unit is within elk hunting district (HD) 410, which includes a southern portion of the Missouri River 

Breaks and western portion of the Musselshell River Breaks.  Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MFWP) 

elk objectives are 2,300 elk in HD 410 and in 2013 were nearly 1,000 over objective.  Hunters from 

across the state and nation covet one of the 1,900 either sex archery permits or 100 either sex rifle 

permits available in 2014.  An additional 900 cow elk licenses (300 archery only and 600 rifle) were 
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available in HD 410 in 2014. The numbers of licenses and permits available are assessed annually by 

MFWP and adjusted as necessary to manage the population at objective. 

 

Opportunities for outstanding unconfined and primitive recreation exist with little impact from current 

use by humans or grazing. There is both casual and commercial recreation occurring on this land. Users 

come from local, regional, and national areas. While there are no established trails, hiking and horseback 

riding would certainly be compatible with the qualities of this unit. Photography, nature study, and cross-

country skiing are activities which are supported by the area. 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes  X  No    N/A     

 

Description: 

 

The unit contains approximately 180 acres of important sagebrush habitat and is recognized as Greater 

Sage-Grouse Priority Habitat (PH) or similar designation by the US Fish and Wildlife Service, Montana 

Fish, Wildlife and Parks and the Natural Resource Conservation Service.  The southern half of the unit is 

sage-grouse general habitat. Sage-grouse habitats are important for several other wildlife species 

including: Brewer’s sparrow, short-eared owl, sharp-tailed grouse, sagebrush vole, antelope, mule deer 

and many others. 

 

The northern portion of the area has been managed with prescribed fire and received attention and 

recognition by the National Wild Turkey Federation for improvements to Merriam’s wild turkey habitat. 

 

The area also has remnants of homesteading including structures and a cemetery.                                           
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DEEP CREEK/BATTLE CREEK (MT-075-106): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes     X      (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of 

Land Management District   

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Deep Creek/Battle Creek, MT-075-106     

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):______________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Butte District/Butte Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of Land Management District, p.40-

41:  

 

“Physical Description: The Deep Creek/Battle Creek Inventory Unit is located approximately 22 miles W-SW of 

Choteau, Montana. Access from the east is through private land with permission of the owner or from the west 

through the Lewis and Clark National Forest. 

The unit is bounded on the west by Forest Service RARE II area A1-485, Bear-Marshall-Scapegoat-Swan (partial), 

of 14,250 roadless acres recommended for further study. Private land comprises the northern, eastern, and 

southern boundaries. 

The inventory unit boundary encompasses 3,086 acres, all of which are in public ownership. 

Naturalness: As a transitional zone between the prairie to the east and the Rocky Mountains to the west, the 

unit lies on the eastern slope of the dominant mountainous terrain. It is an area of limber pine and spruce 

forests, grassy meadows, talus slopes, sheer cliffs, and numerous drainages dominated by the deep canyons of 

Green Timber Gulch and the South Fork of Deep Creek. It appears to have been affected primarily by the forces 

of nature. 

Imprints of man are limited to vehicle ways, an abandoned cabin, and a disjointed 2-inch steel pipeline no longer 

in service. The impact of these intrusions is not great enough, individually or cumulatively, to significantly affect 

the area’s apparent naturalness. 
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Outstanding Opportunities for Solitude or Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: The Deep Creek/Battle Creek 

Inventory Unit provides outstanding opportunities for both solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation. The 

numerous drainages, ridges, and rock outcroppings, in conjunction with extensive forest cover, provide excellent 

topographic and vegetative screening, separating visitors from one another. In conjunction with the contiguous 

RARE II area A1-485, opportunities are even greater. 

Recreation opportunities are outstanding as well. As a habitat for many species, hunting opportunities are 

excellent as are the opportunities for fishing in the South Fork of Deep Creek. Other recreational opportunities 

include hiking, backpacking, nature study, and photography. The area possesses both diversity in number of 

activities and the outstanding qualities of several opportunities. In conjunction with the contiguous RARE II area 

A1-485, opportunities for recreation increase substantially. 

Supplemental Values: The inventory unit contains supplemental values in the form of unique geological and 

ecological features. The landscape exhibits visible evidence of the geologic history associated with the uplifting of 

the Rocky Mountains. 

The area provides habitat for the rare and endangered grizzly bear and wolf as well as numerous game and 

non-game species. 

Final Decision and Rationale: The Deep Creek/Battle Creek Inventory Unit will receive further study as a 

wilderness study area. It meets size criteria, appears primarily natural, possesses outstanding opportunities for 

solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation, and has supplemental values.” 

Inventory Source:  Final Decision, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of Land 

Management District  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-075-106 Yes-3,086 

acres 

Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Deep Creek/Battle Creek, MT-075-106   Acreage 3,073  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes    X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 
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Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

  

The unit is bordered by private land on the north, south, and east sides except for where it touches 

state land in T23N R8W Section 20 SE ¼. The entire western border is Lewis and Clark National 

Forest, which was RARE II Area A1-485 during the original inventory. This is currently managed by the 

Lewis and Clark National Forest Plan issued June 1986. These Forest Service lands are under 

Management Plan “N”, with the management goal of preserving wilderness characteristics. The USFS is 

also included in the congressionally designated Rocky Mountain Front Heritage Act and the USFS land 

bordering the unit is designated as Wilderness. The size requirement is satisfied by the unit’s adjacency 

to “any Federal lands managed for wilderness characteristics” according to BLM Manual 6310, Page 5.  

 

 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes      X  No    N/A   

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The Deep Creek/Battle Creek Outstanding Natural Area (ONA) is located approximately 22 miles W-

SW of Choteau, Montana on the Rocky Mountain Front (RMF). The RMF is a region of distinct contrast 

and vast relief when compared to the adjacent sagebrush-grassland prairies and rolling foothills. The 

ONA is forested with limber pine, Engelmann spruce, Douglas-fir, subalpine fir, and stands of aspen. The 

land is a combination of meadows and forest. The area supports mountain shrub species, sedges, 

grasses, a number of flowering perennials, and forbs. The natural conditions of the unit continue to meet 

the same standards which prompted the ONA designation during the original inventory and which are 

described on Form 1.  

 

On June 6, 2013, Kelly McGill (Outdoor Recreation Planner) and Tom Darrington (Range Management 

Specialist) from the Lewistown Field Office visited the Deep Creek ONA.  The initial purpose of the site 

visit involved analyzing the visual impacts of a proposed project.  Site monitoring occurred during the 

visit and was completed on horseback.  Overall, naturalness remains high in the ONA (see Photos_106). 

Formerly traveled routes are now being reclaimed by the environment and are only accessible by foot 

or horseback. Livestock grazing is an ongoing use of the area.  

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes    X  No    N/A     

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

The area still sees low visitor use and retains wilderness characteristics. These conditions are maintained 

in large part by the USFS management of their adjacent lands, the contiguous parcels of private land 

which surround the unit, and limited public access. Monitoring done over the last 33 years supports the 

findings from the original inventory that the area provides outstanding opportunities for solitude.  

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation?  

 

Yes   X  No    N/A    
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(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

The original inventory states that outstanding opportunities exist for primitive and unconfined 

recreation, especially in conjunction with the adjacent Forest Service lands. With the unit designated 

with the BLM’s ONA status, the adjoining public land managed for wilderness characteristics, and the 

fact that those lands are contiguous with the Bob Marshall Wilderness Complex truly highlights the wide 

array of possible opportunities for primitive recreation, from short day trips to extended multi-day 

excursions. Form 1 lists hunting, fishing, hiking, backpacking, photography, and nature study as potential 

activities within the unit and adjoining lands. Horseback riding and longer trips with pack stock should be 

included as possible activities.  

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes  X  No    N/A 

 

Description: 

 

The unit is within the Northern Continental Divide Ecosystem (NCDE) Grizzly Bear Recovery Zone. 

The NCDE population has approximately 1,000 animals and continues to grow each year. Recovery 

efforts have been successful and an interagency draft conservation strategy was published in April 2013. 

The conservation strategy (CS) describes the regulatory framework for grizzly bear management in the 

NCDE once they are removed from the Endangered Species Act’s Federal List of Endangered and 

Threatened Wildlife (i.e., delisting). The CS identifies the Primary Conservation Area (PCA), which is 

the area currently known as the NCDE Recovery Zone. Habitat protections in the PCA were 

compatible with an increasing population and this is where the most conservative habitat protections 

would remain. The PCA would have the most conservative habitat protections so it can be managed as a 

source area where the goal is continual occupancy by grizzly bears. Within the PCA, the overall goal for 

habitat management on public Federal lands is to maintain or improve habitat conditions that existed as 

of 2011, while maintaining options for resource management activities at approximately the same levels 

that existed in 2011. Here, secure habitat, road densities, developed sites, and livestock allotments 

would be maintained at levels known to be compatible with a stable to increasing grizzly bear 

population. 

 

The area exhibits unique geologic features and provides habitat for a native population of west-slope 

cutthroat trout. 
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DOG CREEK SOUTH (MT-068-244): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                  (Go to Form 2) Yes        X      (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, list 

the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Dog Creek South, MT-068-244                                     

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): _____________________ 

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown Field Office                

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of Land Management Districts, 

November 1980, p.210-211: 

“Dog Creek South Unit (MT-068-244) borders the south bank of the Missouri River and is located in Fergus 

County, Montana. The area is bounded private land on three sides, with the river forming the northern border. 

This unit, after re-evaluation, contains approximately 5,230 acres. 

One access into the unit which was termed a vehicle way during intensive inventory has been determined to meet 

the definition of a road found in the BLM Wilderness Inventory Handbook. Identification of this road in T22N 

R17E Sec. 4, 5, & 6 excludes approximately 1,720 acres from the unit. 

Except for high rolling benches, the area is steep and topographically rugged. Jagged sandstone cliffs and 

rounded shale slopes predominate. Ponderosa pine and juniper are found in many of the drainages. 

The area is presently used for livestock grazing and hunting. The use of the area for grazing has led to the 

construction of 6 reservoirs, 2 miles of fence, and 1 mile of low grade vehicular way. The impact of these 

improvements is marginal, however, as they are widely dispersed and screened by the rugged topography. 

Opportunities for solitude are outstanding in the northern portion of this unit. Deeply eroded drainages, some 

with pockets of ponderosa pine, offer excellent screening from both offsite and onsite activities in the northern 

portions of the areas. In the south and southeastern sections of the unit, adjacent intensively farmed private land 

along with the configuration of a narrow finger connecting the southern parcel to the bulk of the unit preclude 

high quality solitude. Removal of those portions adversely affected results in the exclusion of 4,600 acres in the 

south and 320 acres in the southeast due to lack of solitude and natural appearance. 
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Good hunting and fishing along the Missouri River, attractive scenery and unusual geologic features to view or 

photograph do exist in the area. However, these primitive recreational activities do not exceed in variety or 

uniqueness those of adjacent lands. 

The scenery, remnants of the homesteading era, and signs of use by Plains Indians are supplemental values 

within the unit. 

Final Decision and Rationale: The northern portion of this wilderness will be further studied for wilderness. This 

portion has outstanding opportunities for solitude and good recreational possibilities, values which are augmented 

by the extreme roughness and attractiveness of the area. Lack of solitude, closely adjacent farming activities, and 

the identification of a road disqualify the rest of this unit. 

Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980    

 

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-244 Yes-5,230 ac      Yes  Yes No  Yes 

 

 

                                                                   FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Dog Creek South, MT-068-244 Acreage 12,590 (3,009 in LFO)  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes    X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The original inventory was of a larger area, which identified the northern portion as having wilderness 

values and became the Dog Creek WSA. The southern portion is the unit contained within the Forms 1 

and 2 found here, Dog Creek South, MT-068-244. Two parcels totaling 3,009 acres are within the 

boundaries of the Lewistown Field Office (LFO), neither of which meets the size requirement when 

considered individually; however, during inventory, no wilderness inventory roads, ROWs or other 

linear features that would delineate a unit boundary between Monument and non-Monument lands were 

identified.  Borders that currently delineate the unit are the Whiskey Ridge Road and property 

boundaries.  

 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes      X   No    N/A    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 
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Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The area is a mixture of grasslands/sage brush, ponderosa pine savanna, and mixed conifer forested 

forested draws. Habitat types include Rocky Mountain Big Sagebrush Steppe, Northwestern Great Plains 

Ponderosa Pine Woodland and Savanna and Northwestern Great Plains Riparian. Common grasses and 

grasslike species include bluebunch wheatgrass, green needlegrass, needleandthread, western 

wheatgrass, prairie Junegrass, blue grama, prairie sandreed, Sandberg bluegrass and threadleaf sedge. 

Common shrubs include big sagebrush, silver sagebrush, saltbrush, greasewood, rubber rabbitbrush and 

prickly pear cactus. Forested vegetation types include ponderosa pine, ponderosa pine/Rocky Mountain 

juniper and ponderosa pine/Douglas-fir. Ponderosa pine is common on south slopes and ridges and the 

ponderosa/Doug-fir type is common on steep north-facing slopes. Forested areas are generally patchy 

and disconnected because of the broken topography.  

 

A large portion of the original unit was included within the UMRBNM. The unit parcel not included is 

3,009 acres. This portion of the unit is located in the transition zone between intensively-managed 

farm/ranch operations and primitive river breaks. If considered independently, the non-Monument 

portion of the unit would not meet the size criteria. The Monument portion contains a ROW corridor 

known as the Klabzuba. There are known impacts resulting from energy infrastructure outside of the 

unit. 

 

However, when considered as part of the larger unit including the Monument, the unit as a whole meets 

naturalness criteria. Only some limited portions along the agricultural interface have localized impacts to 

naturalness. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes    X  No    N/A        

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

Yes. The unit has both the topographic relief and vegetation screening to offer outstanding opportunities 

for solitude. A variety of landscape features allow the visitor a solitary experience, especially in the deep 

coulees and more forested portions of the area. Low visitation throughout most of the year ensures 

solitude, with the notable exception of hunting season. The Monument Proclamation describes the 

overall area to be “as remote and nearly as undeveloped as it was in 1805.” 

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes    X  No    N/A    

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

This unit has opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation for some activities. The area has a 

variety of wildlife, so photography and hunting would be supported by this unit. Hiking, fossil hunting and 

nature study would be additional activities possible within the unit. The Monument Proclamation 

describes the area as having “... a spectacular array of biological, geological and historical objects of 

interest.” 
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(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes    No  X  N/A        

 

Description: 
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DOVETAIL CREEK (MT-068-224): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes     X      (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980   

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Dovetail Creek, MT-068-224  

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):_______________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of Land Management Districts, 

November 1980, p.247: 

 

“Dovetail Creek Unit (MT-068-224) is located in Petroleum County, Montana. The unit is located south of the 

Missouri River and west of the Musselshell River. The total unit’s size is approximately 24,380 acres. This is a 

large unit, open and lightly rolling to the west, and more forested and rugged closer to the Musselshell River. 

Roads have divided the area into four subunits.  

The entire area is basically in a natural condition, with assorted vehicle trails and range improvements adequately 

scattered or screened such that they are of minor impact.  

The rolling topography, vegetation patterns, and effects of forest fire preclude high degree of isolation. Pockets of 

solitude are found in the far northern portion of the north subunit, aided by forest vegetation and “breaks” 

topography, but these pockets are so scattered as to not constitute an outstanding solitude opportunity. 

Although hunting, hiking, and horseback riding are all possible recreational activities, the area’ lack of scenery, 

other supplemental values and, for the most part, minimal variety preclude an exceptional experience. 

Fossil collecting on the higher ridges may be good. Supplemental interest is limited to two homestead sites. 

Final Decision and Rationale: This unit will not be further studied for wilderness. Although most of the unit is 

natural, roads divide it up into four subsections. These individual subunits lack outstanding solitude due to rolling 

topography and limiting vegetation patterns. The area’s lack of scenery and minimal variety preclude an 

outstanding recreational experience.” 

Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980 
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Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-224 Yes-24,380 

acres 

Yes  No  No No 

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier: Dovetail Creek, MT-068-224   Acreage 15,868  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes    X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The boundary on the west is a maintained road which meets wilderness inventory criteria (see Photo 

Log_224: Images P8220224, P8220225, P8220229, P8220230). The southern boundary is a combination 

of state and private land as well as a county maintained road. The original northern boundary for the 

unit was found in T18N R 28 E Section 22, 23, and 25 and T18N R29E Section 19, 20, 21, 22 and 23. 

The northern boundary was changed to the road found in T17N R29E Section 7 and Section 8 SW ¼ 

NW ¼ along with the boundary of BLM and private land found in T17N R29E Section 8 E ½, Section 9 

N 1/2 and Section 10 S ½. This boundary change was an administrative decision made to acknowledge 

that this road meets the maintenance level criteria for a Wilderness Inventory Road (see Photo Log_224 

II, images P2200389-P2200395). A new unit was created from a portion of the remaining original 

Dovetail Creek unit found north of Dunn Ridge road. For more information see unit file Dunn Ridge 

MT-060-007. 

  

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes     X  No    N/A    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The unit has a high degree of naturalness overall. The land is used for grazing and hunting in season. The 

area is “breaks” topography ranging from rolling hills and flat benches to steep inclines and deep coulees. 

The vegetation varies with grasslands, sage/grasslands, ponderosa pine savanna, and forested draws with 

conifers. Prickly pear cactus and yucca were present in drier areas. Montana Natural Heritage Program 

habitat types include Rocky Mountain Big Sagebrush Steppe, Northwestern Great Plains-Black Hills 

Ponderosa Pine Woodland and Savanna, Northern Rocky Mountain Conifer Wooded Steppe and 

Western Great Plains Badlands. Common grasses and grasslike species include bluebunch wheatgrass, 
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green needlegrass, needle and thread, western wheatgrass, prairie Junegrass, blue grama, prairie 

sandreed, Sandberg bluegrass, and threadleaf sedge. Common shrubs include big sagebrush, silver 

sagebrush, saltbrush, greasewood, and rubber rabbitbrush. Forested vegetation types include ponderosa 

pine, ponderosa pine/Rocky Mountain juniper and ponderosa pine / Douglas-fir. Ponderosa pine is 

common on south slopes and ridges and the ponderosa/Doug-fir type is common on steep north facing 

slopes. Forested areas are generally patchy and disconnected because of the broken topography.   

 

Some areas of the unit are affected by range improvements but these are either close to unit 

boundaries, on private land or infrequent enough to have little effect on the overall naturalness of the 

unit. The vehicle route density is low, which helps enhance the area’s solitude and natural appearance. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes    X  No    N/A     

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

The unit’s variety of topography and screening from vegetation gives it outstanding opportunities for 

solitude. The combination of forested areas and rolling hills allows the visitor to avoid the sights and 

sounds of other visitors. 

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes    X  No    N/A    

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

The unit is within elk hunting district (HD) 410, which includes a southern portion of the Missouri River 

Breaks and western portion of the Musselshell River Breaks.  Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MFWP) 

elk objectives are 2,300 elk in HD 410 and in 2013 were nearly 1,000 over objective.  Hunters from 

across the state and nation covet one of the 1,900 either sex archery permits or 100 either sex rifle 

permits available in 2014.  An additional 900 cow elk licenses (300 archery only and 600 rifle) were 

available in HD 410 in 2014. The numbers of licenses and permits available are assessed annually by 

MFWP and adjusted as necessary to manage the population at objective. 

The northeastern corner of the unit is within the Chain Buttes Block Management Area (BMA). Block 

Management is a cooperative effort between Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP), private landowners, 

and public land management agencies to help landowners manage hunting activities and to provide free 

public hunting access to private and isolated public lands. The Lewistown Field Office cooperates with 

MFWP on the Chain Buttes and East Indian Buttes BMAs, which includes limiting motorized use to 

improve harvest opportunities. 

 

The unit has outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation. Hunting, hiking, 

horseback riding, and photography are all activities supported by the unit.  

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes    No    X  N/A     
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Description: 
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DRAG CREEK (MT-068-233): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes      X       (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Drag Creek, MT-068-233   

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): ____________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown Field Office 

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of Land Management Districts, 

November 1980, p.261: 

 

“Drag Creek ranges from lightly rolling open terrain in the west to somewhat more broken country near the 

Musselshell River. The western third of the unit consists of a wide, flat drainage with a number of range 

improvements and the Drag Creek recreation site which eliminates apparent naturalness in this portion. The 

eastern section contains only minor, inconspicuous developments. 

 Although pockets of solitude exist in timbered side drainages in the east side, the generally open character of the 

predominant lower elevations of this portion diminishes the overall quality of solitude. In the western portion 

extensive inholdings and non-forested, open terrain limit solitude.  

Hunting opportunities are common in this part of Montana, and no outstanding opportunity exists in the Drag 

Creek Unit. 

Final Decision and Rationale: This unit will not be further studied for wilderness. The western portion of the unit is 

unnatural due to the presence of range improvements and a developed recreation site. The eastern section lacks 

solitude due to generally open character and extensive inholdings. An outstanding opportunity for primitive 

recreation does not exist in the unit.” 

Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980                                



106 
 

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-233 Yes-16,500 

acres 

 No No  No  No 

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Drag Creek, MT-068-233    Acreage 22,010  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The area is bounded on the west mainly by private lands and a small area of state land. The southern 

border is a combination of private, state, and BLM administered land. The eastern boundary is the 

Charles M. Russell NWR (CMR), BLM administered land, and a small amount of private land. The 

original northern boundary was a combination of Crooked Creek Road and a route previously identified 

in the 1979 inventory as a road. The road was originally constructed but is currently rutted, eroded, and 

overgrown by vegetation and trees (See Photo Log_233 images P9240347-350, 352). Since it is no 

longer maintained by mechanical means nor by regular use, this route no longer meets the wilderness 

inventory road criteria as set forth in BLM Manual 6310. That will change the boundaries of this unit to 

Crooked Creek Road and increase the unit’s acreage. 

  

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes  X No    N/A   

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The unit is natural in appearance with the exclusion of two areas: Drag Creek Reservoir and a parcel of 

previously private land which was acquired by the BLM. The portion of Drag Creek Reservoir found on 

BLM administered land is in T19N R28E S22 SW ¼  and S27 W ½ (see images P9240334-339). The 

parcel of previously private land now under BLM administration is found in T19N R28E S13     S ½ has a 

structure, reservoir, and other developments (see images P9240355, 356). The rest of the unit retains a 

high degree of naturalness and is made up of a combination of rolling and steep hills with deep coulees 

and canyons giving a variety of topographic features and striking scenery. It is made up areas of 

grassland, sagebrush grasslands, and forest. Common grasses and grasslike species include bluebunch 

wheatgrass, green needlegrass, needle and thread, western wheatgrass, prairie Junegrass, blue grama, 
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prairie sandreed, Sandberg bluegrass, and threadleaf sedge. Common shrubs include big sagebrush, silver 

sagebrush, saltbrush, greasewood, rubber rabbitbrush and prickly pear cactus. Forested vegetation types 

include ponderosa pine and ponderosa pine / Douglas-fir. Ponderosa pine is common on south slopes 

and ridges and the ponderosa/Doug-fir type is common on steep north facing slopes. Forested areas are 

generally patchy and disconnected because of the broken topography. Habitat types found here include 

Northwestern Great Plains Ponderosa Pine Woodland and Savanna, Big Sagebrush Steppe, Western 

Great Plains Badland and Northern Rocky Mountain Foothill Wooded Steppe. A portion of the unit 

burned in the Wolf Creek fire of 2012. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes X  No   N/A    

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

The unit has both the topographic relief and vegetation screening to offer outstanding opportunities for 

solitude. A variety of landscape features allow the visitor a solitary experience, especially in the deep 

coulees and more forested portions of the area. Low visitation throughout most of the year ensures 

solitude, with the notable exception of hunting season. 

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes     X  No   N/A   

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

The unit is within elk hunting district (HD) 410, which includes a southern portion of the Missouri River 

Breaks and western portion of the Musselshell River Breaks.  Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MFWP) 

elk objectives are 2,300 elk in HD 410 and in 2013 were nearly 1,000 over objective.  Hunters from 

across the state and nation covet one of the 1,900 either sex archery permits or 100 either sex rifle 

permits available in 2014.  An additional 900 cow elk licenses (300 archery only and 600 rifle) were 

available in HD 410 in 2014. The numbers of licenses and permits available are assessed annually by 

MFWP and adjusted as necessary to manage the population at objective. 

 

The unit is within the Chain Buttes Block Management Area (BMA). Block Management is a cooperative 

effort between Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP), private landowners, and public land management 

agencies to help landowners manage hunting activities and to provide free public hunting access to 

private and isolated public lands. The Lewistown Field Office cooperates with MFWP on the Chain 

Buttes and East Indian Buttes BMAs, which includes limiting motorized use to improve harvest 

opportunities. 

 

The unit offers outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation. Hiking, hunting, 

wildlife viewing, and nature study are all activities supported by the unit. 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes X  No   N/A    

 

Description 

The area has scientific value due to a discovery of plesiosaur fossils in the unit. 
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DUNN RIDGE (MT-060-007): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No        X        (Go to Form 2) Yes                  (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, list 

the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: _____________________  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Dunn Ridge, MT-060-007                 

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): ________________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Lewistown Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Inventory Source: __________________________  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No 

(acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

NOT 

PREVIOUSLY 

INVENTORIED 

     

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Dunn Ridge, MT-060-007 Acreage 10,060  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes        X  No _________  
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Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

T17/18N, R28/29E; The Dunn Ridge Unit MT-060-007 is bordered on the south by Dunn Ridge Road 

and on the north by 79 Trail. The western border is primarily based on property lines extending 

northward where 79 Trail meets private lands. The eastern boundary is a combination of property lines 

and the River Road. 

 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes         X       No    N/A   

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The unit has a high degree of naturalness overall. The land is used for grazing and hunting in season. The 

area is “breaks” topography ranging from rolling hills and flat benches to steep inclines and deep coulees. 

The vegetation varies with grasslands, sage/grasslands, ponderosa pine savanna, and forested draws with 

conifers. Prickly pear cactus and yucca were present in drier areas. Montana Natural Heritage Program 

habitat types include Rocky Mountain Big Sagebrush Steppe, Northwestern Great Plains-Black Hills 

Ponderosa Pine Woodland and Savanna, Northern Rocky Mountain Conifer Wooded Steppe and 

Western Great Plains Badlands. Common grasses and grasslike species include bluebunch wheatgrass, 

green needlegrass, needleandthread, western wheatgrass, prairie Junegrass, blue grama, prairie sandreed, 

Sandberg bluegrass, and threadleaf sedge. Common shrubs include big sagebrush, silver sagebrush, 

saltbrush, greasewood, and rubber rabbitbrush. Forested vegetation types include ponderosa pine, 

ponderosa pine/Rocky Mountain juniper and ponderosa pine/Douglas-fir. Ponderosa pine is common on 

south slopes and ridges and the ponderosa/Doug-fir type is common on steep north-facing slopes. 

Forested areas are generally patchy and disconnected because of the broken topography.   

 

Some areas of the unit are affected by range improvements but are concentrated along the bottom of 

Dovetail Creek or are infrequent enough to have little effect on the overall naturalness of the unit. The 

vehicle route density is low which helps enhance the area’s solitude and natural appearance. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes       X        No           N/A ________  

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

The unit’s variety of topography and screening from vegetation gives it outstanding opportunities for 

solitude. The combination of forested areas and rolling hills allows the visitor to avoid the sights and 

sounds of other visitors. Low visitation throughout most of the year ensures solitude, with the notable 

exception of hunting season. Dunn Ridge is approximately 15 air miles from the nearest community of 

Mosby, MT (population 50). Petroleum County is the least populated county in Montana (494). The 

largest nearby community is Winnett which is approximately 20-30 air miles from the unit. Considerable 

travel times would be expected due to the road network accessing the unit. Very limited access exists 

from the north and east due to the Musselshell and Missouri Rivers that restrict use from the north and 

east. Limited infrastructure of roads, notable lack of local population, geographic isolation and distance 
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from population centers, combined with topographic features and vegetative screening contribute to 

outstanding opportunities for solitude.  

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes X  No   N/A   

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

The unit is within elk hunting district (HD) 410, which includes a southern portion of the Missouri River 

Breaks and western portion of the Musselshell River Breaks.  Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MFWP) 

elk objectives are 2,300 elk in HD 410 and in 2013, were nearly 1,000 over objective.  Hunters from 

across the state and nation covet one of the 1,900 either sex archery permits or 100 either sex rifle 

permits available in 2014.  An additional 900 cow elk licenses (300 archery only and 600 rifle) were 

available in HD 410 in 2014. The numbers of licenses and permits available are assessed annually by 

MFWP and adjusted as necessary to manage the population at objective. 

The unit is within the Chain Buttes Block Management Area (BMA). Block Management is a cooperative 

effort between MFWP, private landowners, and public land management agencies to help landowners 

manage hunting activities and to provide free public hunting access to private and isolated public lands. 

The Lewistown Field Office cooperates with MFWP on the Chain Buttes and East Indian Butte BMAs, 

which includes limiting motorized use to improve harvest opportunities. 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes         No         X       N/A              

 

Description: 
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EAR MOUNTAIN ONA PART A (MT-075-104): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No         X        (Go to Form 2)   Yes _________ (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: N/A  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Ear Mountain ONA, MT-075-104 

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Lewistown Field Office 

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Inventory Source: N/A 

 

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No 

(acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

NOT 

PREVIOUSLY 

INVENTORIED 

     

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Ear Mountain ONA Part A, MT-075-104 Acreage: 1,804 (Part A: 1,039 and Part 

B: 765)  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes  X          No    
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Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

In BLM Manual 6310, one of the defining factors of wilderness characteristics is size. On Page 6 of the 

manual, one of the determinations of size criteria is if the area does not have greater than 5,000 acres, 

then “It is demonstrated that the area is of sufficient size as to make practicable its preservation and use 

in an unimpaired condition.” This unit’s size and location does make it practicable to preserve and use it. 

The area has few, if any, lasting human imprints and maintains a natural condition. Therefore it meets the 

size requirement. 

 

The unit is divided into two sections (Part A and Part B) by Montana FWP’s Ear Mountain State Wildlife 

Management Area (WMA). Part A of the ONA is adjacent to the Lewis and Clark National Forest on 

the west and part of the east, the Montana FWP WMA on the south and part of the east, and private 

land on the north. During the original planning for the ONA, this was the Deep Creek–Reservoir North 

RARE II Further Planning Area. Currently these adjacent lands fall within Management Area “G”, as 

found in the Lewis and Clark National Forest Plan issued June 1986.  Management Area “G” goal is to 

maintain and protect Forest resources with minimal investments. 

 

The northern section of the ONA has a trail within it but it is for non-motorized use only; see images 

Photo Log_104, images P805055-P805065. 

 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes       X        No    N/A   

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

This area is found along the Rocky Mountain Front approximately 22 miles west of Choteau, Montana. 

The topography is steep foothills giving way to subalpine regions within the ONA at Yeager Flat, 

elevation 5,960 feet and ending in the alpine zone of Ear Mountain at 8,580 feet in elevation. The RMF is 

at the eastern edge of the Rocky Mountains where tectonic plates collided and pushed large slabs of 

rock up into a fold and thrust belt. The region varies from broad, rolling prairie grasslands at low 

elevations, to dense coniferous forests and alpine rocklands at high elevations. Major grass species are 

rough fescue, Idaho fescue, bluebunch wheatgrass, western wheatgrass, Richardson’s needlegrass, 

western needlegrass, Kentucky bluegrass, timber oatgrass and Junegrass. The area is forested with 

limber pine, Douglas-fir, Rocky Mountain juniper and common juniper at lower elevations and subalpine 

fir, lodgepole pine and mixed conifer at higher elevations. Engelmann spruce, white spruce and aspen are 

common in moist, cool habitats along streams and mountain slopes. Rockland, talus and scree are 

associated with higher elevations. Wet meadows, riparian vegetation, fen and aquatic vegetation are 

widespread. The wetland and riparian areas found on the Front are especially diverse and important for 

habitat. There are also small areas of alder, berry shrubfields, vegetated talus, forbfields, and 

snowchutes. Important forb and shrub species include cow parsnip, Angelica bluebells, false hellebore, 

horsetail and various willow species along streams and moist areas. Grassland forb and shrub species 

include lupine, balsamroot, sticky geranium, harebell, sugarbowl, shrubby cinquefoil, northern bedstraw, 

yarrow, fringed sagewort, and hairy goldenaster. On the forested mountain slopes the more prominent 

forbs and shrubs include arnica, twinflower, Richardson’s geranium, meadow-rule, clematis, tobacco-

root, russet buffaloberry, spirea, snowberry, and various huckleberry species. Ecological systems found 

in this region include Northern Rocky Mountain Dry-Mesic Montane Mixed Conifer Forest, 
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Northwestern Great Plains Mixed Grass Prairie, Northern Rocky Mountain Montane and Foothill 

Grassland, Rocky Mountain Cliff, Canyon, and Massive Bedrock, Northwestern Great Plains Shrubland 

and Northern Rocky Mountain Riparian Lower Montane Woodland and Shrubland. 

 

The unit is in a completely natural condition. There are seasonal closures on this trail until July 1 to 

protect prairie falcon nesting sites and grizzly bear spring habitats. The major human uses of the area are 

recreation and grazing, though the impact from either is minimal. See Photo Log_104, images P805055-

58, 061-063, 065-067, 076 & 077. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes X  No   N/A    

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

The unit has outstanding opportunities for solitude, especially in combination with the adjacent state 

WMA and Forest Service RARE II area. Part A, the subsection of the unit containing Yeager Flat, is open 

but decreases in elevation to the southwest as it slopes toward the boundaries of the state WMA. The 

unit is forested in the southeast as the trail moves into the WMA.  

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes     X  No   N/A   

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):   

 

The area has outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation. Users may follow the 

trail or maintain self-directed travel. Photography and nature observation are some of the activities 

offered by the unit, and hunting, hiking and horseback riding when the area is used with the bordering 

WMA and RARE II area. In conjunction with the surrounding national forest land there are some 

excellent off-trail backpacking opportunities.  

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes X  No   N/A    

 

Description: 

The unit is within the Northern Continental Divide Ecosystem (NCDE) Grizzly Bear Recovery Zone. 

The NCDE population has approximately 1,000 animals and continues to grow each year. Recovery 

efforts have been successful and an interagency draft conservation strategy was published in April 2013. 

The conservation strategy (CS) describes the regulatory framework for grizzly bear management in the 

NCDE once they are removed from the Endangered Species Act’s Federal List of Endangered and 

Threatened Wildlife (i.e., delisting). The CS identifies the Primary Conservation Area (PCA), which is 

the area currently known as the NCDE Recovery Zone. Habitat protections in the PCA were 

compatible with an increasing population and this is where the most conservative habitat protections 

would remain. The PCA would have the most conservative habitat protections so it can be managed as a 

source area where the goal is continual occupancy by grizzly bears. Within the PCA, the overall goal for 

habitat management on public Federal lands is to maintain or improve habitat conditions that existed as 

of 2011, while maintaining options for resource management activities at approximately the same levels 
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that existed in 2011. Here, secure habitat, road densities, developed sites, and livestock allotments 

would be maintained at levels known to be compatible with a stable to increasing grizzly bear 

population. 

 

The unit also has great scenic value, with views of Ear Mountain and of the Rocky Mountain Front being 

especially unique and visually stunning.  Ear Mountain holds spiritual value for the Blackfoot Tribe, and is 

an important historical landmark for the Métis people of Montana. The unit has the supplemental 

ecological value as a prairie falcon nesting area, with seasonal closures in place to protect the area. 
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EAR MOUNTAIN ONA PART B (MT-075-104): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No         X        (Go to Form 2)   Yes _________ (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: N/A  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Ear Mountain ONA, MT-075-104 

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Lewistown Field Office 

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Inventory Source: N/A 

 

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No 

(acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

NOT 

PREVIOUSLY 

INVENTORIED 

     

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Ear Mountain ONA Part B, MT-075-104 Acreage: 1,804 (Part A: 1,039 and Part 

B: 765)  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes  X          No    
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Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

In BLM Manual 6310, one of the defining factors of wilderness characteristics is size. On Page 6 of the 

manual, one of the determinations of size criteria is if the area does not have greater than 5,000 acres, 

then “It is demonstrated that the area is of sufficient size as to make practicable its preservation and use 

in an unimpaired condition.” This unit’s size and location does make it practicable to preserve and use it. 

The area has few if any lasting human imprints and maintains a natural condition. Therefore it meets the 

size requirement and will be considered for other wilderness characteristics, and be required to meet 

those criteria as well. 

 

The unit is divided into two sections (Part A and Part B) by Montana FWP’s Ear Mountain State Wildlife 

Management Area (WMA). Part B of the ONA  is located in T24N R8W, Sections 18, 19, and 30. It is 

adjacent to the Lewis and Clark National Forest on the west, Montana FWP WMA on the north and 

east, and private land on the south. During the original planning for the ONA, this was the Deep Creek–

Reservoir North RARE II Further Planning Area. Currently these adjacent lands fall within Management 

Area “G”, as found in the Lewis and Clark National Forest Plan issued June 1986.  Management Area 

“G” goal is to maintain and protect Forest resources with minimal investments. 

 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes       X        No    N/A   

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

This area is found along the Rocky Mountain Front approximately 22 miles west of Choteau, Montana. 

The topography is steep foothills giving way to subalpine regions within the ONA at Yeager Flat, 

elevation 5,960 feet and ending in the alpine zone of Ear Mountain at 8,580 feet in elevation. The RMF is 

at the eastern edge of the Rocky Mountains where tectonic plates collided and pushed large slabs of 

rock up into a fold and thrust belt. The region varies from broad, rolling prairie grasslands at low 

elevations, to dense coniferous forests and alpine rocklands at high elevations. Major grass species are 

rough fescue, Idaho fescue, bluebunch wheatgrass, western wheatgrass, Richardson’s needlegrass, 

western needlegrass, Kentucky bluegrass, timber oatgrass and Junegrass. The area is forested with 

limber pine, Douglas-fir, Rocky Mountain juniper and common juniper at lower elevations and subalpine 

fir, lodgepole pine and mixed conifer at higher elevations. Engelmann spruce, white spruce and aspen are 

common in moist, cool habitats along streams and mountain slopes. Rockland, talus and scree are 

associated with higher elevations. Wet meadows, riparian vegetation, fen and aquatic vegetation are 

widespread. The wetland and riparian areas found on the Front are especially diverse and important for 

habitat. There are also small areas of alder, berry shrubfields, vegetated talus, forbfields, and 

snowchutes. Important forb and shrub species include cow parsnip, Angelica bluebells, false hellebore, 

horsetail and various willow species along streams and moist areas. Grassland forb and shrub species 

include lupine, balsamroot, sticky geranium, harebell, sugarbowl, shrubby cinquefoil, northern bedstraw, 

yarrow, fringed sagewort, and hairy goldenaster. On the forested mountain slopes the more prominent 

forbs and shrubs include arnica, twinflower, Richardson’s geranium, meadow-rule, clematis, tobacco-

root, russet buffaloberry, spirea, snowberry, and various huckleberry species. Ecological systems found 

in this region include Northern Rocky Mountain Dry-Mesic Montane Mixed Conifer Forest, 

Northwestern Great Plains Mixed Grass Prairie, Northern Rocky Mountain Montane and Foothill 
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Grassland, Rocky Mountain Cliff, Canyon, and Massive Bedrock, Northwestern Great Plains Shrubland 

and Northern Rocky Mountain Riparian Lower Montane Woodland and Shrubland. 

 

The unit is in a completely natural condition. The major human uses of the area are recreation and 

grazing, though the impact from either is minimal.  

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes X  No   N/A    

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

The unit has outstanding opportunities for solitude, especially in combination with the adjacent state 

WMA and Forest Service RARE II area. Part B contains Ear Mountain and is surrounded by forest until it 

reaches the alpine zone. The topography, vegetation, and location of the unit nearly guarantees a solitary 

experience. 

 

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes X  No   N/A   

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):   

The area has outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation. Users may follow the 

trail or maintain self-directed travel. Photography and nature observation are some of the activities 

offered by the unit, and hunting, hiking and horseback riding when the area is used with the bordering 

WMA and RARE II area. In conjunction with the surrounding national forest land there are some 

excellent off-trail backpacking opportunities. Technical scrambling would be readily available on and 

around Ear Mountain.  

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes X  No   N/A    

 

Description: 

The unit is within the Northern Continental Divide Ecosystem (NCDE) Grizzly Bear Recovery Zone. 

The NCDE population has approximately 1,000 animals and continues to grow each year. Recovery 

efforts have been successful and an interagency draft conservation strategy was published in April 2013. 

The conservation strategy (CS) describes the regulatory framework for grizzly bear management in the 

NCDE once they are removed from the Endangered Species Act’s Federal List of Endangered and 

Threatened Wildlife (i.e., delisting). The CS identifies the Primary Conservation Area (PCA), which is 

the area currently known as the NCDE Recovery Zone. Habitat protections in the PCA were 

compatible with an increasing population and this is where the most conservative habitat protections 

would remain. The PCA would have the most conservative habitat protections so it can be managed as a 

source area where the goal is continual occupancy by grizzly bears. Within the PCA, the overall goal for 

habitat management on public Federal lands is to maintain or improve habitat conditions that existed as 

of 2011, while maintaining options for resource management activities at approximately the same levels 

that existed in 2011. Here, secure habitat, road densities, developed sites, and livestock allotments 
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would be maintained at levels known to be compatible with a stable to increasing grizzly bear 

population. 

 

The unit also has great scenic value, with the topography of Ear Mountain and views of the Rocky 

Mountain Front being especially unique and visually stunning.  Ear Mountain holds spiritual value for the 

Blackfoot Tribe, and is an important historical landmark for the Métis people of Montana. The unit has 

the supplemental ecological value as a prairie falcon nesting area, with seasonal closures in place to 

protect the area. 
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FARGO COULEE (MT-068-228): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                (Go to Form 2) Yes       X       (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, list the 

names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Fargo Coulee,  MT-068-228           

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): _______________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown Field Office           

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of Land Management Districts, 

November 1980, p.254: 

“Fargo Coulee Unit (MT-068-228) is located 7 miles south of the Missouri River and 1mile west of U.S. Highway 

191. Situated in Fergus County, Montana, the unit is composed of approximately 5,00 acres of public land. 

Except for a maintained road and the Charles M. Russell Wildlife Refuge to the north, all other boundaries are 

State and privately owned land. The unit is basically in a natural condition. Vegetative reseeding following fires in 

the 1960’s appears natural and the few vehicle trails, fences, and reservoirs are not a major sign of man’s 

presence. 

The unit follows the open Fargo Coulee drainage. Side drainages are forested in their bottoms, but most of the 

area, especially with the extensive land burned by range fires, is grass-sage prairie. This rolling landform and 

sparsely forested vegetation does not offer outstanding opportunities for solitude. No special attributes set the 

area off from the surrounding terrain as far as outstanding recreational opportunities are concerned. Possible 

activities include hunting, hiking, nature study, and horseback riding. The typical head-of-drainage “breaks” 

scenery is the only supplemental value. 

Final Decision and Rationale: This unit will not be further studied for wilderness. It is apparently natural; however, 

the rolling land form and sparse vegetation, the result of a fire, offers less than outstanding solitude. No 

outstanding primitive recreation values exist in the unit.” 

Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980 
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Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-228 Yes -5000 ac Yes   No    No    No 

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Fargo Coulee, MT-068-228 Acreage 8,017 (643 in LFO)  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes    X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The majority of the unit was included in the designation of the Upper Missouri River Breaks National 

Monument (UMRBNM). The remaining parcel is 643 acres contained within the boundaries of the 

Lewistown Field Office (LFO). If considered independently, this unit would not meet the size criteria;, 

however, these non-Monument lands are contained within a larger unit that is not split by inventory 

roads, ROWs, or other defining boundary features. Therefore, non-Monument lands need to be 

considered within the context of a larger unit that also contains Monument lands. 

 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes      X  No    N/A        

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The area is a mixture of grasslands/sage brush, ponderosa pine savanna and mixed conifer forested 

forested draws. Habitat types include Rocky Mountain Big Sagebrush Steppe, Northwestern Great Plains 

Ponderosa Pine Woodland and Savanna and Northwestern Great Plains Riparian. Common grasses and 

grasslike species include bluebunch wheatgrass, green needlegrass, needleandthread, western 

wheatgrass, prairie Junegrass, blue grama, prairie sandreed, Sandberg bluegrass and threadleaf sedge. 

Common shrubs include big sagebrush, silver sagebrush, saltbrush, greasewood, rubber rabbitbrush and 

prickly pear cactus. Forested vegetation types include ponderosa pine, ponderosa pine/Rocky Mountain 

juniper and ponderosa pine/Douglas-fir. Ponderosa pine is common on south slopes and ridges and the 

ponderosa/Doug-fir type is common on steep north-facing slopes. Forested areas are generally patchy 

and disconnected because of the broken topography.  

 

Most of the original unit was included within the UMRBNM. The non-Monument portion and outer 

portions of the Monument area of the unit are located in the transition zone between intensively-



131 
 

managed farm/ranch operations and primitive river breaks. Several routes exist in Section 28 (non-

Monument area) that do not cumulatively affect naturalness. Scattered routes and sparse range 

improvement projects are located within the unit; however, the unit as a whole meets naturalness 

criteria. Mostly limited portions along the agricultural interface have localized impacts to naturalness. 

Overall, the area appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature and human intrusions 

are substantially unnoticeable. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes        X  No                N/A _________ 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

If considered independently, the non-Monument portion of the unit would not meet the size criteria 

and, due to its small size, would likely not contain outstanding opportunities for solitude or 

primitive/unconfined recreation. However, when considered in the context of the larger unit containing 

Monument lands, outstanding opportunities for solitude are available. The Monument Proclamation 

describes the area to be “as remote and nearly as undeveloped as it was in 1805.” 

 

The unit has both the topographic relief and vegetation screening to offer outstanding opportunities for 

solitude. A variety of landscape features allow the visitor a solitary experience, especially in the deep 

coulees and more forested portions of the area. Low visitation throughout most of the year ensures 

solitude, with the notable exception of hunting season. 

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes       X       No ________ N/A    

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

If considered independently, the non-Monument portion of the unit would not meet the size criteria and 

would likely not contain outstanding opportunities for solitude or primitive/unconfined recreation. 

However, when considered as part of the larger unit including the Monument, there are outstanding 

opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation. The Monument Proclamation describes the area 

as having “... a spectacular array of biological, geological and historical objects of interest.” 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes    No    N/A  X   

 

Description: 

 

The northeastern portion of the unit contains approximately 40 acres that are recognized as Greater 

Sage-Grouse Priority Habitat (PH) or similar designation by the US Fish and Wildlife Service, Montana 

Fish, Wildlife and Parks and the Natural Resource Conservation Service. Approximately 120 acres 

adjacent to the PH are mapped as sage-grouse general habitat. Sage-grouse habitats are important for 

several other wildlife species including: Brewer’s sparrow, short-eared owl, sharp-tailed grouse, 

sagebrush vole, antelope, mule deer and many others. 
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FORT MUSSELSHELL TACK-ON A (MT-068-240): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes    X    (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, list 

the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Fort Musselshell Tack-on A, MT-068-240  

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of Land Management Districts, 

November 1980, p.270: 

 

“The Fort Musselshell Tack–on “A” Unit (MT-068-240) is located in Petroleum County, Montana. The tack-on is 

situated just south of the Charles M. Russell Wildlife Refuge, and is approximately 3 miles south of the Missouri 

River. The tack-on consists of 1,200 acres of public land. The tack-on meets the size criteria, as it is contiguous 

with the Fort Musselshell Wilderness Study Area within the Fish and Wildlife Service’s Charles M. Russell Wildlife 

Refuge. 

The tack-on consists of lightly rolling terrain, with some small concentrations of ponderosa pine in the draws and 

on ridgelines. The area is in a natural condition, but is being heavily grazed. A road follows a portion of the 

western boundary, and the sights and sounds of vehicle traffic would be difficult to screen through much of the 

unit. No outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation or solitude were observed within the 

tack-on. 

The recreation and solitude values of this unit do not augment the identified wilderness resource in the adjacent 

Fort Musselshell Unit. 

Final Decision and Rationale: This unit will not be further studied for wilderness. Although natural offsite vehicle 

travel would be difficult to screen in much of this open unit and solitude would be compromised. No outstanding 

primitive recreational opportunities exist in the unit. The areas does not significantly add to the contiguous FWS 

unit.” 
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Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-240 Yes-1,200 

acres 

Yes No No No 

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Fort Musselshell Tack-on A, MT-068-240 Acreage 1,372  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes    X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

Based on a GIS analysis the unit was originally 5,629 acres.  Due to a regularly maintained road between 

Section 27 and 28 at T21N R 27E, the western boundary was adjusted to reflect that information. Thus, 

the unit acreage changed to 1,372. The Fort Musselshell Tack–on “A” Unit (MT-068-240) is located in 

Petroleum County, Montana. The tack-on is situated just south of the Charles M. Russell Wildlife 

Refuge, and is approximately 3 miles south of the Missouri River. The area meets size criteria when 

considered with the bordering USFWS proposed wilderness in the Charles M. Russell National Wildlife 

Refuge (CMRNWR) which forms its northern boundary. The southern boundary is private lands. The 

eastern boundary is the CMR and state land. The western boundary is a regularly maintained road that 

leads into the CMR. The unit borders USFWS Potential Wilderness in the CMRNWR. The size 

requirement is satisfied by the unit’s adjacency to “any Federal lands managed for wilderness 

characteristics” according to BLM Manual 6310, Page 5. 

  

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes      X   No    N/A    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The area has some sign of human impact from vehicle routes, but these do not appear to be more than 

primitive routes and are not heavily used throughout the year. The area, composed of “breaks” 

topography of rolling hills and coulees, has a high degree of naturalness. The unit vegetation is a mixture 

of sage, shrubs, native grasses and ponderosa pine. Habitat types include Rocky Mountain Big Sagebrush 
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Steppe, Northwestern Great Plains-Black Hills Ponderosa Pine Woodland and Savanna, and Western 

Great Plains Badlands.  Common grasses and grass-like species include bluebunch wheatgrass, green 

needlegrass, needleandthread, western wheatgrass, prairie Junegrass, blue grama, prairie sandreed, 

Sandberg bluegrass, and threadleaf sedge. Common shrubs include big sagebrush, silver sagebrush, 

saltbrush, greasewood, rubber rabbitbrush and prickly pear cactus. Forested vegetation types include 

ponderosa pine and ponderosa pine/Douglas-fir. Ponderosa pine is common on south slopes and ridges 

and the ponderosa/Doug-fir type is common on steep north-facing slopes. Forested areas are generally 

patchy and disconnected because of the broken topography.  

 

Grazing continues to be a major use of the area and the adjacent private land is managed for livestock.  

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes    X  No    N/A     

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

Both topography and vegetation allow the visitor to experience solitude in the portions of the unit away 

from the structures on the nearby ranch. In combination with the adjacent CMR land being managed as 

wilderness, the opportunities for solitude would be considered outstanding throughout most of the 

year. Hunting season does see a marked increase to the number of visitors on both USFWS and BLM 

public lands in this region. 

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes     X  No    N/A    

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

The unit is within elk hunting district (HD) 410, which includes a southern portion of the Missouri River 

Breaks and western portion of the Musselshell River Breaks.  Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MFWP) 

elk objectives are 2,300 elk in HD 410 and in 2013 were nearly 1,000 over objective.  Hunters from 

across the state and nation covet one of the 1,900 either sex archery permits or 100 either sex rifle 

permits available in 2014.  An additional 900 cow elk licenses (300 archery only and 600 rifle) were 

available in HD 410 in 2014. The numbers of licenses and permits available are assessed annually by 

MFWP and adjusted as necessary to manage the population at objective. 

 

The unit is within the Chain Buttes and East Indian Buttes Block Management Areas (BMAs). Block 

Management is a cooperative effort between Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP), private landowners, 

and public land management agencies to help landowners manage hunting activities and to provide free 

public hunting access to private and isolated public lands. The Lewistown Field Office cooperates with 

MFWP on the Chain Buttes and East Indian Buttes BMAs, which includes limiting motorized use to 

improve harvest opportunities. 

 

Outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation exist for activities such as hunting 

and natures study. Activities such as hiking, horseback riding, and backpacking are possible within this 

unit in combination with the adjacent USFWS proposed wilderness. 
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(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes          No     X   N/A     

 

Description:  

The unit contains approximately 5 acres of mapped Greater Sage-Grouse Priority Habitat (PH). 

However, the vegetation is primarily timbered conifer draws.  Sage-grouse use is not expected in the 

unit.  
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FORT MUSSELSHELL TACK-ON B (MT-068-241): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes       X        (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Montana Initial Wilderness Inventory, Final Decision, August 1979                                      

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s):  Fort Musselshell Tack-on B, MT-068-241                                         

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Montana Initial Wilderness Inventory, Final Decision, August 1979, p.111: 

 

“This area is 560 acres of federal lands and starts at the head of two drainage coulees heading into Fort Peck 

Reservoir. Bottoms are lightly timbered with Douglas fir and Ponderosa pine but the rolling terrain is more 

typically vegetated with prairie grass species. 

 

This area adjacent to the Fort Peck wilderness study area. 

This area is not recommended for further consideration due to the major sound and fume intrusions onsite from 

relatively regular vehicle travel on the Musselshell trail to the immediate south. Even with a contiguous wilderness 

study area to the north, the unit is too badly degraded to be considered even as a tack-on. 

Unit Decision: This area will be dropped from further wilderness consideration.” 

Inventory Source:  Montana Initial Wilderness Inventory, Final Decision, August 1979  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-241 No No No No No 
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                                                                  FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

Area Unique Identifier: Fort Musselshell Tack-on “B”, MT-068-241 Acreage:  611 

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The unit is contiguous with recommended wilderness within the Charles M. Russell National Wildlife 

Refuge (CMR). The size requirement is satisfied by the unit’s adjacency to “any Federal lands managed 

for wilderness characteristics” according to BLM Manual 6310, Page 5.  It is bordered by the Musselshell 

Trail on its southern and eastern boundaries, by private land on the west, and by the CMR on the north. 

See Photo Log_241 images P7310038_PP#2, PP7310039_PP#2, PP7310040_PP#3. 

  

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes  X No    N/A   

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The topography is rolling hills of ponderosa pine savannah enhanced by a burn in 2011. The fire burned 

in a mosaic pattern creating wildlife habitat and it is currently revegetating. Habitat types include Rocky 

Mountain Big Sagebrush Steppe, Northwestern Great Plains Ponderosa Pine Woodland and Savanna, 

Northern Rocky Mountain Foothill Conifer Wooded Steppe. Common grasses and grasslike species 

include bluebunch wheatgrass, green needlegrass, needle and thread, western wheatgrass, prairie 

Junegrass, blue grama, prairie sandreed, Sandberg bluegrass, and threadleaf sedge. Common shrubs 

include big sagebrush, silver sagebrush, saltbrush, greasewood, rubber rabbitbrush and prickly pear 

cactus. Forested vegetation types include ponderosa pine, Rocky Mountain juniper and Douglas-fir. 

Ponderosa pine is common on south slopes and ridges and the ponderosa/Doug-fir type is common on 

steep north facing slopes. Forested areas are generally patchy and disconnected because of the broken 

topography. The area is in a natural state with no apparent vehicle routes. Major human uses in the area 

are livestock grazing and hunting. See Photo Log_241 images P7310035_PP#1, P7310036_PP#1, 

P7310037_PP#1, P73710038_PP#2.  

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes X  No   N/A    

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

Despite the small size of the unit there are outstanding opportunities for solitude. The fire did not cause 

widespread tree mortality so there exists screening from both vegetation and the topography. Even with 
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its proximity to the Musselshell Trail, there is low vehicle traffic throughout most of the year. Hunting 

season does see a marked increase in human use and impacts from vehicles in the area adjacent to the 

unit. With the unit’s northern boundary being the CMR there are opportunities available for outstanding 

solitude. 

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes     X  No   N/A   

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

The unit is within elk hunting district (HD) 410, which includes a southern portion of the Missouri River 

Breaks and western portion of the Musselshell River Breaks.  Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MFWP) 

elk objectives are 2,300 elk in HD 410 and in 2013 were nearly 1,000 over objective.  Hunters from 

across the state and nation covet one of the 1,900 either sex archery permits or 100 either sex rifle 

permits available in 2014.  An additional 900 cow elk licenses (300 archery only and 600 rifle) were 

available in HD 410 in 2014. The numbers of licenses and permits available are assessed annually by 

MFWP and adjusted as necessary to manage the population at objective. 

 

The unit is within the Chain Buttes Block Management Area (BMA). Block Management is a cooperative 

effort between Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP), private landowners, and public land management 

agencies to help landowners manage hunting activities and to provide free public hunting access to 

private and isolated public lands. The Lewistown Field Office cooperates with MFWP on the Chain 

Buttes and East Indian Buttes BMAs, which includes limiting motorized use to improve harvest 

opportunities. 

 

The unit offers outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation for wildlife viewing 

and hunting. Outstanding opportunities exist for activities such as hiking, horseback riding, and 

backpacking when considered with the areas proximity to the wildlife refuge 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes   No X  N/A    
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HORSE CAMP TRAIL (MT-068-237): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes      X       (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Horse Camp Trail, MT-068-237   

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):_______________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown Field Office    

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of Land Management Districts, 

November 1980, p.266: 

 

“Horse Camp Trail Unit (MT-068-237) is located 3 miles south of the Missouri River and 12 miles west of the 

UL Bend. The unit is in Petroleum County, Montana. A road identification decreases the original 11,200 acres to 

10,360 acres. The unit is bounded by a BLM maintained road to the south and east and by private and state 

owned land elsewhere. The unit is composed of shallow drainages which segment the flat prairie slopes. The 

broad, open basin of Crooked Creek cuts the unit in half, horizontally. Ponderosa pine masks the shallow 

drainage bottoms, but most of the vegetation is grass, forbs, and sagebrush.  

Except for scattered range improvements and vehicle trails, which are well dispersed and screened, the unit is 

natural in appearance. Working ranches on either side of the Crooked Creek bottom impact portions of the area 

in visual range.  

Elsewhere, the open texture of the land and lack of screening from vegetation and topography precludes 

outstanding opportunities for solitude. 

 Hiking, horse packing, hunting, nature study, and photography are possible but there is nothing in this unit which 

would allow for outstanding opportunities for these recreational activities.  

There are no exceptional supplemental values present in the unit. 

Final Decision and Rationale: This unit will not be further studied for wilderness. The unit is bisected by a broad, 

open drainage and this, plus the open, unvegetated texture on either side and the offsite ranching activities 
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preclude a quality solitude experience. The unit is natural in appearance. Nothing in the area would allow for an 

outstanding primitive recreation opportunity.” 

Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980 

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-237 Yes-10,360 

acres 

Yes  No No  No  

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier: Horse Camp Trail, MT-068-237 Acreage 11,892  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The unit’s northern boundary is the Musselshell Trail and private land. The western boundary is a 

portion of a road along with state and private lands. After monitoring the area, it does not appear that 

this road meets the criteria for a wilderness road. The route appears maintained by vehicle traffic with 

some original construction but little to no maintenance. The eastern boundary is Carl’s Camp Road 

except where the unit borders state land. Given the unit’s shape the southern boundary is small and is a 

combination of BLM, state, and private land. 

 

The route which originally functioned as the western boundary is found at T20N R27E Section 14 SW 

¼ SW ¼ and Section 15. The two-track route found there does not meet the wilderness inventory 

road criteria. The route was constructed but is not maintained by any means other than the passage of 

vehicles. It is deeply rutted and eroded at points, often forcing the traveler to move their vehicle out of 

the rutted track in order to avoid high-centering it on the middle of the track. The route is being 

widened by this requirement of the vehicles passing on it. The boundary should be moved to the section 

of Horse Camp Trail found in T20N R27E Section 22, Section 23 SW ¼ SW ¼, Section 26 NW ¼ and 

the border of the state land parcel found in T20N R27E Section 16 (see Route Analysis_237.). Other 

routes within the unit do not meet the criteria as set forth in BLM Manual 6310 for a Wilderness 

Inventory Road. 

  

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes     X No    N/A   
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Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

  

This Horse Camp Trail unit has a high degree of naturalness. The topography varies from rolling to 

steep hills with areas of deeply incised coulees. A perennial stream, known as Crooked Creek, divides 

the unit and adds to the naturalness.  It is made up areas of grassland, sagebrush grasslands, and forest. 

Common grasses and grasslike species include bluebunch wheatgrass, green needlegrass, needle and 

thread, western wheatgrass, prairie Junegrass, blue grama, prairie sandreed, Sandberg bluegrass, and 

threadleaf sedge. Common shrubs include big sagebrush, silver sagebrush, saltbrush, greasewood, rubber 

rabbitbrush and prickly pear cactus. Forested vegetation types include ponderosa pine and ponderosa 

pine / Douglas-fir. Ponderosa pine is common on south slopes and ridges and the ponderosa/Doug-fir 

type is common on steep north facing slopes. Forested areas are generally patchy and disconnected 

because of the broken topography. Habitat types found here include Northwestern Great Plains 

Ponderosa Pine Woodland and Savanna, Big Sagebrush Steppe, and Northern Rocky Mountain Foothill 

Wooded Steppe. A portion of the unit burned in the Wolf Creek fire of 2012.The main human use of 

the area is grazing 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes X  No   N/A    

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

The combination of topography and vegetation in the unit provides screening from other visitors, with 

the possible exception of hunting season when visitation to the unit is high. Throughout most of the 

year the main human use is grazing, with permittees being the foremost possibility of human contact 

during those periods. Given the combination of topographic features, vegetation, and low human 

visitation throughout most of the year, outstanding opportunities for solitude are present. 

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation?  Yes X  No   N/A   

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

The unit is within elk hunting district (HD) 410, which includes a southern portion of the Missouri River 

Breaks and western portion of the Musselshell River Breaks.  Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MFWP) 

elk objectives are 2,300 elk in HD 410 and in 2013 were nearly 1,000 over objective.  Hunters from 

across the state and nation covet one of the 1,900 either sex archery permits or 100 either sex rifle 

permits available in 2014.  An additional 900 cow elk licenses (300 archery only and 600 rifle) were 

available in HD 410 in 2014. The numbers of licenses and permits available are assessed annually by 

MFWP and adjusted as necessary to manage the population at objective. 

 

The unit is within the Chain Buttes Block Management Area (BMA). Block Management is a cooperative 

effort between Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP), private landowners, and public land management 

agencies to help landowners manage hunting activities and to provide free public hunting access to 
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private and isolated public lands. The Lewistown Field Office cooperates with MFWP on the Chain 

Buttes and East Indian Buttes BMAs, which includes limiting motorized use to improve harvest 

opportunities. 

 

Other primitive recreation opportunities within the unit would be hiking, horseback riding, nature study, 

scenic and wildlife photography, and cross-country skiing.  

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes X  No   N/A    

 

Description: 

 

The northwestern portion of the unit contains approximately 600 acres of important sagebrush habitat 

and is recognized as Greater Sage-Grouse Priority Habitat (PH) or similar designation by the US Fish 

and Wildlife Service, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks and the Natural Resource Conservation Service.  

Sage-grouse habitats are important for several other wildlife species including: Brewer’s sparrow, short-

eared owl, sharp-tailed grouse, sagebrush vole, antelope, mule deer and many others. 
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LITTLE CROOKED CREEK (MT-068-235): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                   (Go to Form 2) Yes        X        (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, list 

the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Montana Initial Wilderness Inventory, Final Decision, August 1979  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Little Crooked Creek, MT-068-235   

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): ______________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown Field Office    

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Montana Initial Wilderness Inventory, Final Decision, August 1979, p.111 

“The unit consists of 16,000 acres of federal land and 960 acres of private land. There is an underground 

telephone cable on the far eastern side of the unit just inside the boundary. The unit is blanketed by 22 oil and 

gas leases. There are 22 stock reservoirs, 18 miles of fence, and interlaced vehicle trails within the unit. These 

improvements are spread throughout except for the lands in the eastern side (T19N, R27E) which are largely 

undeveloped. There appears to be one dry oil and gas hole in the southern section of the unit. Livestock 

management and fall antelope hunting are the more important uses. 

Topography is generally flat to rolling, with deeper dissection near Little Crooked Creek. Almost no trees are 

within the unit boundaries, but almost all coulees are well vegetated with western wheatgrass and sagebrush, as 

are areas of more gentle terrain. On rougher topography, greasewood and watershed protecting mixed grasses 

are found.  

The unit’s wilderness values are adversely affected by the plethora of range improvements, especially on the 

western half. The flat terrain and lack of screening leaves many range improvements very visible, thus diminishing 

a feeling of naturalness in the area 

Unit Decision: This unit will be dropped from further wilderness consideration.” 

Inventory Source: Montana Initial Wilderness Inventory, Final Decision, August 1979  

 

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 
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MT-068-235 Yes -16,000 

acres  

No No  No No 

 

  

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Little Crooked Creek, MT-068-235 Acreage 12,172 

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes   X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes      X    No    N/A   

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

This unit has a high degree of naturalness. The topography varies from rolling to steep hills with areas of 

deeply incised coulees. It is made up areas of grassland, sagebrush grasslands and forest. Common 

grasses and grasslike species include bluebunch wheatgrass, green needlegrass, needleandthread, western 

wheatgrass, prairie Junegrass, blue grama, prairie sandreed, Sandberg bluegrass, and threadleaf sedge. 

Common shrubs include big sagebrush, silver sagebrush, saltbrush, greasewood, rubber rabbitbrush and 

prickly pear cactus. Forested vegetation types include ponderosa pine and ponderosa pine/Douglas-fir. 

Ponderosa pine is common on south slopes and ridges and the ponderosa/Doug-fir type is common on 

steep, north-facing slopes. Forested areas are generally patchy and disconnected because of the broken 

topography. Habitat types found here include Northwestern Great Plains Ponderosa Pine Woodland 

and Savanna, Big Sagebrush Steppe, and Northern Rocky Mountain Foothill Wooded Steppe. The main 

human use of the area is grazing. 

 

The unit has intermingled lands that are largely undeveloped and primitive and do not degrade from the 

naturalness of the unit. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes   X  No    N/A       

 

The combination of topography and vegetation in the unit provides screening from other visitors, with 

the possible exception of hunting season when visitation to the unit is high. Throughout most of the 

year, the main human use is grazing, with permittees being the foremost possibility of human contact 

during those periods.  
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Little Crooked Creek is over 30 air miles from the nearest community of Winnett, MT (population 

194). Although the unit is located primarily in Fergus County, it does overlap into Petroleum County 

which is the least populated county in Montana (494). The Fergus County portion of the unit shares 

demographic distribution that is more comparable to Petroleum County and is approximately two hours 

travel time from Lewistown.   

 

Considerable travel time from any community would be expected due to the road network accessing 

the unit. None to very limited access exists from the north and east due to the Musselshell and Missouri 

Rivers that restrict use from the north and east.  

 

Limited infrastructure of roads, notable lack of local population, geographic isolation, low visitation 

throughout most of the year and distance from population centers combined with topographic features 

and vegetative screening contribute to the outstanding opportunities for solitude.  

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes    X  No    N/A    

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

The unit is within elk hunting district (HD) 410, which includes a southern portion of the Missouri River 

Breaks and western portion of the Musselshell River Breaks.  Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MFWP) 

elk objectives are 2,300 elk in HD 410 and in 2013 were nearly 1,000 over objective.  Hunters from 

across the state and nation covet one of the 1,900 either sex archery permits or 100 either sex rifle 

permits available in 2014.  An additional 900 cow elk licenses (300 archery only and 600 rifle) were 

available in HD 410 in 2014. The numbers of licenses and permits available are assessed annually by 

MFWP and adjusted as necessary to manage the population at objective. 

The unit is within the Chain Buttes and East Indian Buttes Block Management Areas (BMAs). Block 

Management is a cooperative effort between MFWP, private landowners, and public land management 

agencies to help landowners manage hunting activities and to provide free public hunting access to 

private and isolated public lands. The Lewistown Field Office cooperates with MFWP on the Chain 

Buttes and East Indian Butte BMAs, which includes limiting motorized use to improve harvest 

opportunities. 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes  X  No    N/A     

 

Description: 

Most of the unit (except the southern and eastern edges) contains important sagebrush habitat and is 

recognized as Greater Sage-Grouse Priority Habitat (PH) or similar designation by the US Fish and 

Wildlife Service, MFWP and the Natural Resource Conservation Service.  Sage-grouse habitats are 

important for several other wildlife species including: Brewer’s sparrow, short-eared owl, sharp-tailed 

grouse, sagebrush vole, antelope, mule deer and many others. 
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MISSOURI RIVER ISLAND (MT-075-126): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes      X        (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Inventory, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of 

Land Management District  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Missouri River Island,  MT-075-126  

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):_ ___________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s):  Butte District/Butte Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record: 

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Physical Description: The unit is an unnamed island in the Missouri River. It is located about 5 miles SE of 

Floweree. The island is 17 acres in size and there are no private inholdings. No boundary adjustments were 

made. 

 

Naturalness: The island is a flat gravel sand bar which varies from zero to five feet above the river level (July) at 

an average elevation of 2,750 feet. Vegetative cover is predominantly grass with thick willow shrubs along its 

perimeter and 3 medium sized cottonwoods on it northern tip. The surrounding river is deep and turbid. No 

human impacts were found on the island, nor are there any offsite intrusions within influential range. It appears 

to have been affected primarily by natural forces with the imprints of man substantially unnoticeable.  

Outstanding Opportunities for Solitude or Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: The island provides few 

opportunities for solitude or primitive and unconfined recreation due to its small size, lack of vegetative and 

topographic screening, and location. The potential for visitors to avoid the sights and sounds of other island users 

is minimal. Recreation activities available from and around the island include river floating and fishing. There are 

no outstanding opportunities for solitude or primitive and unconfined recreation. 

Supplemental Values: The island offers no features of supplemental value. 

Final Decision and Rationale: The Missouri River Island provides no opportunities for solitude or 

primitive and unconfined recreation. The non-WSA designation remains unchanged. 
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Inventory Source:  Final Inventory, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of 

Land Management District  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-075-126 No-17 acres No No No No 

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Missouri River Island, MT-075-126 Acreage   17    

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes   X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The unit is an island in the Missouri River. According to BLM Manual 6310, islands are exempt from the 

size requirements. The island is located approximately 5 miles SE of Floweree, Montana at T22N R6E,  

Sections 4 and 5. The island is 17 acres with no private inholdings. 

  

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes     X  No    N/A    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The area was surveyed by using aerial images from Google Earth and the Montana Cadastral website. 

The island appeared to be in the same condition as stated in the original inventory. No obvious signs of 

human impacts were seen. The island was zoomed in on as much as possible using both computer 

applications, and no conditions affecting naturalness were able to be observed. The island appears to 

have the same cottonwood trees at the northern tip as mentioned in the original inventory. There is 

some grassy vegetation and shrub growth apparent on the images reviewed. This vegetation would be in 

keeping with the 1979 inventory. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes   X  No    N/A     

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  
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The opportunities for solitude are affected by the lack of vegetation and topographic screening on the 

island. The original inventory is still accurate in its assessment of avoiding the sights and sounds of other 

visitors. Outstanding opportunities for solitude are available given the section of river where the unit is 

located sees low visitation, especially compared to nearby stretches of river where there is better 

fishing. As well, the topography beyond the banks of the river is composed of steep coulees which 

screen impacts from outside the unit. 

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes    No      X       N/A    

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

Outstanding opportunities for primitive recreation in this unit would have to be in consideration with 

opportunities present on the adjacent Missouri River. Fishing and floating opportunities are not 

outstanding on this portion of the river. This stretch of the Missouri River is part of the Lewis and Clark 

National Historic Trail. 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes  X  No    N/A     

 

Description: 

 

This unit is an island in the Missouri River, which is part of the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail. 
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NORTH FORK OF SUN RIVER (MT-075-107): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes      X       (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of 

Land Management District  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): North Fork of Sun River, MT-075-107 

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): ____________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Butte District/Butte Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of Land Management District, p.43-

44 

 

“Physical Description: The North Fork of Sun River Inventory Unit is located approximately 24 miles SW of 

Choteau and 18 miles NW of Augusta, Montana. Access from the east is through private lands with permission 

from the owner of from the west through the Lewis and Clark National Forest. The unit is bounded on the west 

by Forest Service RARE II Area A1-485, Bear-Marshall-Scapegoat-Swan, totaling 14,250 roadless acres 

recommended for further study. The north, south and east boundaries are adjacent to private lands. The 

inventory unit boundary encloses 196 acres, all of which are in public ownership. The unit is roughly rectangular, 

measuring one mile west to east and one-quarter to one-half mile north to south. 

Naturalness: The unit lies within the transitional zone between the prairies to the east and the Rocky Mountains 

to the west at an elevation of approximately 5,200 feet. It is an area of gentle foothills slopes of grass and 

scattered limber pines. It contains two converging drainages with four associated ponds, riparian plant 

communities, and aspen stands. It appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature. Imprints of 

man are limited to a quarter-mile vehicle way and two associated spurs. This impact is not great enough to 

significantly affect the apparent naturalness of the area. 

Outstanding Opportunities for Solitude or Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: Opportunities for solitude and 

primitive and unconfined recreational activities can only be considered outstanding in conjunction with the RARE 

II Area A1-485. Opportunities are limited within the unit due to its small size and lack of topographic screening. 

However, when considered as an addition to the adjoining RARE II Area, the solitude is outstanding due to the 

character and increased area over which visitors could be dispersed. Recreation activities provided by the unit 
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include big game hunting, horseback riding, nature study, and photography. The opportunities along with day 

hiking and backpacking can only be considered excellent when appraised in conjunction with the RARE II Area.  

Supplemental Values: Ecological, scenic, and scientific values are available in the unit due to its habitat for the 

threatened grizzly bear and endangered wolf, populations of game and non-game animals, and views of the 

Rocky Mountains. 

Final Decision and Rationale: This unit will be retained for wilderness study. Overwhelming support for inclusion 

plus the attractions when considered in conjunction with FS RARE II Area A1-485 support this decision.” 

Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of Land 

Management District  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-075-107 Yes – 196 

acres 

Yes Yes/No  

(see above) 

Yes/No 

(see above) 

Yes 

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier North Fork of Sun River, MT-075-107   Acreage 196  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes    X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The North Fork of Sun River Inventory Unit is located approximately 24 miles SW of Choteau and 18 

miles NW of Augusta, Montana on the Rocky Mountain Front (RMF). The western border is Lewis and 

Clark National Forest, which was RARE II Area A1-485 during the original inventory. This is currently 

managed by the Lewis and Clark National Forest Plan issued June 1986. These Forest Service lands are 

under Management Plan “N”, with the management goal of preserving wilderness characteristics. 

The size requirement is satisfied by the unit’s adjacency to “any Federal lands managed for wilderness 

characteristics” according to BLM Manual 6310, Page 5. The unit is bordered by private on the north, 

south, and east. The unit has been managed as a Section 202 Wilderness Study Area until further study 

as land use plans are updated.  It has a high degree of naturalness and outstanding opportunities for 

solitude as well as primitive and unconfined recreation. This is adjacent to U.S Forest Service lands that 

were recently designated by Congress under the Rocky Mountain Heritage Act as a Conservation 

Management Area to conserve, protect, and enhance the recreational, scenic, historical, cultural, fish, 

wildlife, roadless, and ecological values of the Area.  
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 (2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes      X   No    N/A    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The RMF is at the eastern edge of the Rocky Mountains where tectonic plates collided and pushed large 

slabs of rock up into a fold and thrust belt. The region varies from broad, rolling prairie grasslands at 

low elevations, to dense coniferous forests and alpine rocklands at high elevations. Major grass species 

are rough fescue, Idaho fescue, bluebunch wheatgrass, western wheatgrass, Richardson’s needlegrass, 

western needlegrass, Kentucky bluegrass, timber oatgrass and Junegrass. The area is forested with 

limber pine, Douglas-fir, Rocky Mountain juniper and common juniper at lower elevations and subalpine 

fir, lodgepole pine and mixed conifer at higher elevations. Engelmann spruce, white spruce and aspen are 

common in moist, cool habitats along streams and mountain slopes. Rockland, talus and scree are 

associated with higher elevations. Wet meadows, riparian vegetation, fen and aquatic vegetation are 

widespread. The wetland and riparian areas found on the Front are especially diverse and important for 

habitat. There are also small areas of alder, berry shrubfields, vegetated talus, forbfields, and 

snowchutes. Important forb and shrub species include cow parsnip, Angelica bluebells, false hellebore, 

horsetail and various willow species along streams and moist areas. Grassland forb and shrub species 

include lupine, balsamroot, sticky geranium, harebell, sugarbowl, shrubby cinquefoil, northern bedstraw, 

yarrow, fringed sagewort, and hairy goldenaster. On the forested mountain slopes the more prominent 

forbs and shrubs include arnica, twinflower, Richardson’s geranium, meadow-rule, clematis, tobacco-

root, russet buffaloberry, spirea, snowberry, and various huckleberry species. Ecological systems found 

in this region include Northern Rocky Mountain Dry-Mesic Montane Mixed Conifer Forest, 

Northwestern Great Plains Mixed Grass Prairie, Northern Rocky Mountain Montane and Foothill 

Grassland, Rocky Mountain Cliff, Canyon, and Massive Bedrock, Northwestern Great Plains Shrubland 

and Northern Rocky Mountain Riparian Lower Montane Woodland and Shrubland. 

 

The WSA is a combination of grassland and conifer stands, more in keeping with a savannah rather than 

dense forest (see Photo Log_107, images P8070116-124). The natural conditions of the unit show little 

impact from human activity. The unit sees some grazing for horses and cattle. There is a route within 

the unit, see images P8070117 and P8070126. There is limited public access, with the only clear entry 

across private land. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes    No   X  N/A     

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

The original inventory noted the lack of outstanding opportunities for solitude within the unit 

boundaries given its small size, but when taken into consideration with the adjacent USFS lands those 

same opportunities become outstanding. This remains true at the time of the current inventory. The 

area provides some topographic and vegetative screening, but the unit size is small and the natural 

conditions do not give the visitor a sense of isolation.  

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes    X  No    N/A    
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(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

The small size of the unit limits the opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation. Activities such 

as hunting, photography, nature study, snowshoeing, and short hikes could be considered outstanding 

within the unit. Combined with adjoining public lands the opportunities for activities such as cross-

country skiing, or horseback riding increase and could then include backpacking or horse packing as 

well. 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes  X  No    N/A     

Description: 

The unit is within the Northern Continental Divide Ecosystem (NCDE) Grizzly Bear Recovery Zone. 

The NCDE population has approximately 1,000 animals and continues to grow each year. Recovery 

efforts have been successful and an interagency draft conservation strategy was published in April 2013. 

The conservation strategy (CS) describes the regulatory framework for grizzly bear management in the 

NCDE once they are removed from the Endangered Species Act’s Federal List of Endangered and 

Threatened Wildlife (i.e., delisting). The CS identifies the Primary Conservation Area (PCA), which is 

the area currently known as the NCDE Recovery Zone. Habitat protections in the PCA were 

compatible with an increasing population and this is where the most conservative habitat protections 

would remain. The PCA would have the most conservative habitat protections so it can be managed as a 

source area where the goal is continual occupancy by grizzly bears. Within the PCA, the overall goal for 

habitat management on public Federal lands is to maintain or improve habitat conditions that existed as 

of 2011, while maintaining options for resource management activities at approximately the same levels 

that existed in 2011. Here, secure habitat, road densities, developed sites, and livestock allotments 

would be maintained at levels known to be compatible with a stable to increasing grizzly bear 

population. 

 

The area has stunning scenery of the surrounding Rocky Mountains. 
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SPEAR COULEE (MT-060-004): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No          X              (Go to Form 2)   Yes                   (If yes, and if more than one area is within the 

area, list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source:                                              _  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s):  Spear Coulee, MT-060-004                   

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): ________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana District/Lewistown Field Office    

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Inventory Source:  N/A 

 

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No 

(acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

NOT 

PREVIOUSLY 

INVENTORIED 

     

 

                                                         

                                                                  FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Spear Coulee, MT-060-004   Acreage 5,044  

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes   X  No    

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 
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The unit’s northern and western boundaries are bladed and maintained by the BLM.  This road is called 

Alex Camp (see Photo Log_004, images P1160395, 396, 400, 401). The southern boundary is Crooked 

Creek Road. The eastern boundary is the Charles M Russell National Wildlife Refuge. There are no 

routes within the unit which meet the criteria for a Wilderness Inventory Road. The few routes found in 

the unit are two-tracks mainly used to access the Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks Chain Buttes Block 

Management Area (see images P1160399 & 405).  

 

 (2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes      X No    N/A   

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The area is “breaks” topography, ranging from rolling hills to steep coulees. The unit has a highly natural 

condition and human use is not noticeable in the unit. Common grasses and grasslike species include 

bluebunch wheatgrass, green needlegrass, needleandthread, western wheatgrass, prairie Junegrass, blue 

grama, prairie sandreed, Sandberg bluegrass, and threadleaf sedge. Common shrubs include big 

sagebrush, silver sagebrush, saltbrush, greasewood, rubber rabbitbrush and prickly pear cactus. Forested 

vegetation types include ponderosa pine and ponderosa pine / Douglas-fir. Ponderosa pine is common 

on south slopes and ridges and the ponderosa/Doug-fir type is common on steep north facing slopes. 

Forested areas are generally patchy and disconnected because of the broken topography. Habitat types 

found here include Northwestern Great Plains Ponderosa Pine Woodland and Savanna, Big Sagebrush 

Steppe, Western Great Plains Badlands and Northern Rocky Mountain Foothill Wooded Steppe.  

 

The few routes found in the unit are two-tracks created by the passage of vehicles, mainly to access the 

Block Management Areas during hunting season. This unit has a very low vehicle route density and only 

two range improvements. This leaves the unit’s naturalness nearly unaffected. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes   X  No   N/A    

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

Both the topography and vegetation present in the unit offer the visitor enough screening to provide an 

outstanding opportunity for solitude. The area receives high visitor use during hunting season, and sees 

human visitation related to livestock grazing. Overall, the area provides a sense of seclusion to users 

during most of the year. 

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes   X  No   N/A   

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

The unit is within elk hunting district (HD) 410, which includes a southern portion of the Missouri River 

Breaks and western portion of the Musselshell River Breaks.  Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MFWP) 
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elk objectives are 2,300 elk in HD 410 and in 2013 were nearly 1,000 over objective.  Hunters from 

across the state and nation covet one of the 1,900 either sex archery permits or 100 either sex rifle 

permits available in 2014.  An additional 900 cow elk licenses (300 archery only and 600 rifle) were 

available in HD 410 in 2014. The numbers of licenses and permits available are assessed annually by 

MFWP and adjusted as necessary to manage the population at objective. 

The unit is within the Chain Buttes Block Management Area (BMA). Block Management is a cooperative 

effort between Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP), private landowners, and public land management 

agencies to help landowners manage hunting activities and to provide free public hunting access to 

private and isolated public lands. The Lewistown Field Office cooperates with MFWP on the Chain 

Buttes and East Indian Buttes BMAs, which includes limiting motorized use to improve harvest 

opportunities. 

The area offers outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation. Hiking, nature study, 

wildlife observation, and photography are all activities supported by the unit. 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes       No     X  N/A    

 

Description: 
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THOMPSON COULEE (MT-060-005): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No        X         (Go to Form 2) Yes _________ (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: _______________________                                                 

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Thompson Coulee,  MT-060-005                 

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): ________________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana District/ Lewistown Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record: 

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Inventory Source:                            N/A____________  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No 

(acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

NOT 

PREVIOUSLY 

INVENTORIED 

     

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Thompson Coulee, MT-060-005 Acreage 5,377  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes    X  No    
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Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

MT-060-005 is situated in the dissected river breaks north of Crooked Creek. The unit is bordered on 

the east by Horse Camp Trail. The remaining boundaries are based on BLM/private property 

boundaries. 

 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes      X   No               N/A________ 

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

This unit has a high degree of naturalness. The topography varies from rolling to steep hills with areas of 

deeply incised coulees. It is made up areas of grassland, sagebrush grasslands, and forest. Common 

grasses and grasslike species include bluebunch wheatgrass, green needlegrass, needleandthread, western 

wheatgrass, prairie Junegrass, blue grama, prairie sandreed, Sandberg bluegrass, and threadleaf sedge. 

Common shrubs include big sagebrush, silver sagebrush, saltbrush, greasewood, rubber rabbitbrush and 

prickly pear cactus. Forested vegetation types include ponderosa pine and ponderosa pine/Douglas-fir. 

Ponderosa pine is common on south slopes and ridges and the ponderosa/Doug-fir type is common on 

steep, north-facing slopes. Forested areas are generally patchy and disconnected because of the broken 

topography. Habitat types found here include Northwestern Great Plains Ponderosa Pine Woodland 

and Savanna, Big Sagebrush Steppe, and Northern Rocky Mountain Foothill Wooded Steppe. The main 

human use of the area is grazing. 

 

The unit has intermingled lands that are largely undeveloped and primitive and do not degrade from the 

naturalness of the unit. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes    X  No    N/A     

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

The combination of topography and vegetation in the unit provides screening from other visitors, with 

the possible exception of hunting season when visitation to the unit is high. Throughout most of the 

year, the main human use is grazing, with permittees being the foremost possibility of human contact 

during those periods.  

 

Thompson Coulee is over 30 air miles from the nearest community of Winnett, MT (population 194). 

The majority of the unit is located in Petroleum County which is the least populated county in Montana 

(494). Considerable travel times would be expected due to the road network accessing the unit. Very 

limited access exists from the north and east due to the Musselshell and Missouri Rivers that restrict use 

from the north and east. Limited infrastructure of roads, notable lack of local population, geographic 

isolation, low visitation throughout most of the year and distance from population centers combined 

with topographic features and vegetative screening contribute to outstanding opportunities for solitude.  
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(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes  X      No      N/A    

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

The unit is within elk hunting district (HD) 410, which includes a southern portion of the Missouri River 

Breaks and western portion of the Musselshell River Breaks.  Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MFWP) 

elk objectives are 2,300 elk in HD 410 and in 2013 were nearly 1,000 over objective.  Hunters from 

across the state and nation covet one of the 1,900 either sex archery permits or 100 either sex rifle 

permits available in 2014.  An additional 900 cow elk licenses (300 archery only and 600 rifle) were 

available in HD 410 in 2014. The numbers of licenses and permits available are assessed annually by 

MFWP and adjusted as necessary to manage the population at objective. 

 

The unit is within the Chain Buttes and East Indian Butte Block Management Areas (BMAs). Block 

Management is a cooperative effort between MFWP, private landowners, and public land management 

agencies to help landowners manage hunting activities and to provide free public hunting access to 

private and isolated public lands. The Lewistown Field Office cooperates with MFWP on the Chain 

Buttes and East Indian Butte BMAs, which includes limiting motorized use to improve harvest 

opportunities. 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes        No     X       N/A     

 

Description: 

The western portion of the unit contains important sagebrush habitat and is recognized as Greater Sage-

Grouse Priority Habitat (PH) or similar designation by the US Fish and Wildlife Service, MFWP and the 

Natural Resource Conservation Service.  Sage-grouse habitats are important for several other wildlife 

species including: Brewer’s sparrow, short-eared owl, sharp-tailed grouse, sagebrush vole, antelope, 

mule deer and many others. 
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WEST CROOKED CREEK (MT-068-236): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                    (Go to Form 2) Yes        X       (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, list 

the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): West Crooked Creek, MT-068-236   

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): ________________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown Field Office      

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of Land Management Districts, 

November 1980, p.263: 

 

“West Crooked Creek Unit (MT-068-236) is located in Petroleum County, Montana. The unit is located about 

25 miles east of US Route 191. The unit is 2 miles in width over its 5 mile length and contains approximately 

10,700 acres of public land, with a 40 acre private inholding. The area is bounded by a combination of private 

land and BLM maintained roads. 

During this field inventory a road was identified which bisects the area. This division leaves approximately 3,200 

acres in the northern portion, and 7,500 acres in the south. The north portion clearly does not meet the 5,000 

acre size requirement as defined by the Wilderness Act of 1964. 

Seven reservoirs, 9 miles of fence, and 4 miles of low grade vehicular ways impact the naturalness, especially in 

the northern half of the unit. One reservoir has just been constructed and the earthwork and construction road 

have not revegetated.  This project is visible from surrounding ridge lines and is an obvious sign of man’s work. 

Much of the southern half is still in a natural condition. There is not an outstanding opportunity for solitude within 

this unit. A portion of the unit lies within the floodplain of Crooked Creek. A ranch operation adjacent to the unit 

is visible some from some distance and detracts from solitude. Most usage would be channeled to high flat 

benches, however, where the feeling of isolation would not be outstanding. No outstanding outdoor recreation 

opportunities were identified. None of these opportunities, alone or as a combination of opportunities, was judged 

as exceptional. Some scenic values and a possible site for vertebrate fossils were the only supplemental values 

found in the unit. This area does not qualify for further wilderness inventory. 

Final Decision and Rationale: This unit will not be further studied for wilderness.”  
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Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-236 Yes/No-10,700 

acres 

 

3,200 acres –

No 

7,500 acres-

Yes 

No   No    No    Yes/ No  

(see above) 

 

 

                                                                FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier West Crooked Creek, MT-068-236 Acreage 20,298 

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes  X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

This unit is currently 20,298 acres. The total 20,298 acres includes 7,500 acres from the final 1980 

inventory, 3,200 from the initial 1979 inventory (see Form 1), and 9,598 acres from the current 

inventory. The updated inventory completed on July 24, 2013 and July 31, 2013 did not find that the 

route bisecting the unit met the criteria for wilderness inventory road as it lacked construction and 

maintenance (see Route Analysis_236, Photo Log_236 image P).  

 

The southern boundary of the area is Crooked Creek Road and the western boundary is Carl’s Camp 

Road, both of which are well travelled and maintained by the BLM.  The unit is bordered by federal land 

on the north, east and west sides. The southern border is a combination of state, private and federal 

land. The eastern boundary is Horseshoe Bar Road and it is listed in the Facility Asset Management 

System (FAMS).  

 

The western boundary in the added 3,200 acres was adjusted in T19N, R28E, Section 30, W ½ to be 

extended to Carl’s Camp Road.   

 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes       X      No _______ N/A _______ 

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 
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Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The unit vegetation is a mixture of sage, shrubs, native grasses and ponderosa pine. The unit is used for 

grazing and hunting in-season. The area, composed of “breaks” topography of rolling hills and coulees, 

has a high degree of naturalness.  

 

The water saver in T19N, R28E, Section 14, SW ¼ is a noticeable impact, but is directly adjacent to 

Crooked Creek Road, placing it right on the unit boundary. There are other range improvements 

scattered throughout the unit. None of these significantly impact the naturalness of the unit. The road 

which bisects the unit does not meet the requirements for a wilderness inventory road as defined under 

BLM Manual 6310. The road is not maintained though it is used on a regular basis. See Route 

Analysis_236. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes X  No   N/A    

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

The topography and vegetative screening certainly provides outstanding opportunities for solitude. 

There are some signs of range improvements but these are minimal and often found closest to roads 

and routes, leaving the core of the unit with little visitation and negligible impacts from humans.  

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes X  No   N/A   

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

The unit is within elk hunting district (HD) 410, which includes a southern portion of the Missouri River 

Breaks and western portion of the Musselshell River Breaks.  Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MFWP) 

elk objectives are 2,300 elk in HD 410 and in 2013 were nearly 1,000 over objective.  Hunters from 

across the state and nation covet one of the 1,900 either sex archery permits or 100 either sex rifle 

permits available in 2014.  An additional 900 cow elk licenses (300 archery only and 600 rifle) were 

available in HD 410 in 2014. The numbers of licenses and permits available are assessed annually by 

MFWP and adjusted as necessary to manage the population at objective. 

 

The unit is within the Chain Buttes Block Management Area (BMA). Block Management is a cooperative 

effort between Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP), private landowners, and public land management 

agencies to help landowners manage hunting activities and to provide free public hunting access to 

private and isolated public lands. The Lewistown Field Office cooperates with MFWP on the Chain 

Buttes and East Indian Buttes BMAs, which includes limiting motorized use to improve harvest 

opportunities. 

 

The area definitely has outstanding opportunities for recreation. Hunting, horseback riding, photography, 

nature study, as well as hiking and backpacking are possible activities which are supported by the unit.  
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(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes X  No   N/A    

 

Description: 

There is supplemental historic value due to the Woods-Tresch cabin in the unit. The reservoir in T20N, 

R28E, Section 6, SW ¼  mentioned in Form 1 (see Photo Log_236: P740011 and P740012_PP#3) has 

seen vegetation return and was providing nesting habitat to at least 2 pairs of great blue herons during 

this survey.  
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Units Lacking Sufficient Wilderness Characteristics Criteria 

  

Table 1-2, Inventoried Units Lacking Sufficient Wilderness Characteristics, displays the 22 units that did 

not meet the criteria to be managed as lands with wilderness characteristics.  

 

Table 1-2 - Inventoried Units Lacking Sufficient Wilderness Characteristics 

   

Unit Name Unit Identifier 
Acres without Sufficient Wilderness 

Characteristics 

   

Arrow Creek MT-068-225 9,322 

Beaver Meadows MT-075-110 593 

Big Snowies Tack-On A-1  MT-068-217 120  

Big Snowies Tack-On A-2  MT-068-217 150  

Big Snowies Tack-On A-3  MT-068-217 92  

Big Snowies Tack-On A-4  MT-068-217 39  

Big Snowies Tack-On A-5 MT-068-217 717 

Cat Creek MT-068-220 7,841 

Dry Armells MT-068-226 9,098* 

Dry Blood MT-060-011 5,373 

Elk Creek MT-060-009 5,504 

Little Box Elder Creek MT-068-219 6,693 

Middle Fork of Judith Tack-On MT-068-216 118 

Missouri River Island MT-075-123 22 

Missouri River Island MT-075-124 11 

Missouri River Island MT-075-125 2 

Petroleum North Tier MT-068-218 2,367 

Pike Creek MT-060-002 12,315  

Pyramid Peak MT-060-001 5,171  

Red Mountain MT-060-012 6,158 

Welter Divide MT-060-010 5,805 

Woodhawk Creek MT-068-247 1,841* 

   

Total  79,352 

 

* Unit is partially within the Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument. However, the acreage 

listed above reflects only that portion within the Lewistown Field Office since management decisions for 

the Monument portion are not part of the Lewistown RMP. 

 

Source: BLM GIS 2015  
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ARROW CREEK (MT-068-225): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes      X      (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Arrow Creek, MT-068-225   

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):____________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of Land Management Districts, 

November 1980, p. 249: 

 

“Arrow Creek Unit (MT-068-225) is located in Fergus County, Montana. The area contains approximately 9,100 

acres and is situated about 20 miles north of Stanford on Montana Route 80. The unit is a long, narrow strip of 

public land, 10 miles in length and bordered by private land. 

Throughout much of Arrow Creek, one is confronted with signs of man’s works. In some of the deeper drainages, 

where it was too steep for range improvements or vehicular trails, the area does remain natural. Opportunities 

for solitude are limited in this unit. The long, narrow configuration is such that it is impossible to isolate of oneself 

from outside influences in a majority of the unit. The State Highway and the Milwaukee Railroad follow the 

northern border for half of the unit’s length. The sights and sounds of these developments are constant reminders 

of man’s presence. The unit’s boundaries are step-shaped, and fingers of private land constantly separate blocks 

of public land. In this type of configuration, with an extensive farming operation on the private land, it is difficult 

to screen oneself from these impacts. Opportunities for solitude are few and not outstanding. Opportunities for 

hiking and camping exist in the unit, but as the scenery is not exemplary, and no special supplemental values are 

present in the unit, a motive for such activities is lacking. Hunting for deer and upland birds is probably the best 

recreational opportunity in the Arrow Creek area. These hunting opportunities, while good, are similar to 

opportunities throughout this part of Montana, and are not outstanding for the unit itself. 

The only known supplemental value is historical. A vehicular way through the center of the unit was used at one 

time as a stage route from Fort Benton to Stanford. 
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Final Decision and Rationale: This unit will not be further studied for wilderness. Only in the deeper drainages is 

this unit natural. Opportunities for solitude are limited by the long, narrow configuration, major offsite impacts 

and marginal vegetation screening. Recreational opportunities are in no way exceptional.” 

Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-225 Yes -9,100 

acres 

No  No No Yes 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier: Arrow Creek, MT-068-225  Acreage 9,322  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes    No   X  

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

Two rights-of-way (ROW) divide the unit into three parcels, each too small to meet the size 

requirement. The three units are 2,963 acres, 4,569 acres and 1,790 acres.  The ROW MTM 085484 

found in T20N R13E Sections 3 and 10 is due to an oil and gas pipeline. The ROW MTM 057194 found 

in T20N R14E Section 30 is for an underground telephone line. This unit shall be removed from further 

consideration for wilderness characteristics.  

  

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes    No    N/A    X  

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes    No    N/A    X   

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes    No    N/A     X  

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 
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(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes    No    N/A     X   
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BEAVER MEADOWS (MT-075-110): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes      X       (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of 

Land Management District  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Beaver Meadows, MT-075-110  

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):____________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Butte District/ Butte Field Office 

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of Land Management District, p.46-

47: 

 

“Physical Description: The Beaver Meadows Inventory Unit is a 595 acre section of public land located 15 miles 

SW of Augusta, Montana in T18N, R7W; Section 30. The unit is part of the East Front of the Rocky Mountains, 

a physiographic area extending from the Canadian border to what is now the Lincoln-Scapegoat Wilderness. The 

Beaver Meadows unit is contiguous to Forest Service RARE II Area F1-485 that is recommended for wilderness. 

Private lands border the unit to the north, south, and east with National Forest to the west. The inventory unit 

originally included six parcels of public land (2,195 acres) intermingled with four parcels of private and state 

lands (4,987 acres and 640 acres respectively). Due to lack of sufficient public land acreage, only Section 30, 

which is contiguous with F1-485, was inventoried.  

Naturalness: The unit is composed of the rugged eastern cliff face of Steamboat Mountain and headwaters of a 

minor drainage that empties eastward into the Dearborn River. The cliffs cover approximately 20 percent of the 

unit; thick stands of Douglas-fir cover most of the remainder of the area. There is also a two-acre meadow and 

one-half of a two-acre glacial pond within the unit in the NE corner. Elevations range from 5,440 feet to 7,680 

feet near the top of Steamboat Mountain to the west. The area is entirely natural; no onsite of offsite human 

impacts are present. 

Outstanding Opportunities for Solitude or Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: Topographic and vegetative 

screening is abundant within the unit. The scattered small drainages and the almost total coverage of the area by 

forest, both of which help to isolate the sights and sounds of others in the unit, make the area outstanding in 

terms of solitude. Photographic and geological study opportunities are present due to the scenic cliffs and rock 

outcrops in the western portion of the area. Other primitive recreation opportunities exist, such as hiking, hunting, 
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and camping, but are not outstanding. The unit does not possess any single outstanding primitive recreation 

opportunity nor is there enough diversity of opportunities for the unit to be considered outstanding. 

Supplemental Values: The unit provides habitat for mule and whitetail deer, elk, bighorn sheep, and a threatened 

species, the grizzly bear. Geologic features of scenic and educational value are present on the east face of 

Steamboat Mountain. 

Final Decision and Rationale: The Beaver Meadows unit is to receive further consideration as a wilderness study 

area. It meets the size criteria; appears completely natural; provides outstanding opportunities for solitude and in 

addition, possesses supplemental values”. 

Final Decision, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of Land Management 

District  

 

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-075-110 Yes-595 acres Yes Yes No Yes 

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Beaver Meadows, MT-075-110   Acreage 593  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes    No    X  

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

Beaver Meadows is located 15 miles SW of Augusta, Montana in T18N R7W Section 30 on the Rocky 

Mountain Front (RMF). The unit was contiguous to Forest Service RARE II Area F1-485 being managed 

for wilderness at the time of the BLM inventory done in 1979. Since then, as stated in the Lewis and 

Clark National Forest Plan of June 1986, the management goals of the adjacent Forest Service land has 

changed to Management Area “E,” which has an emphasis on forage for livestock and wildlife. Since this 

unit is not adjacent to an area that is being managed in preserving wilderness characteristics, it does not 

meet the exception to the size criteria. 

 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes     No    N/A     X  

 

Description:  
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(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes    No    N/A     X   

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes    No    N/A    X  

 

Description:  

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes    No    N/A    X   
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BIG SNOWIES TACK-ON A-1 (MT-068-217): 

 

FORM 1 

 

Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes      X        (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):   MT-067-211 (Billings Field Office) 

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): The Big Snowies Tack-on, MT-068-217     

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):_ ___________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s):  Central Montana/ Lewistown Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of Land Management Districts, 

November 1980, p.239: 

 

“The Big Snowies Tack-ons, unit numbers MT-067-211 (Billings Field Office) and MT-068-217, are nine parcels 

of land adjacent to the Big Snowies in the Lewis and Clark National Forest. The nine parcels are located in 

Golden Valley and Fergus Counties, and contain a total of 1,725 acres. These areas are all considerably less than 

5,000 acres but meet the size criteria in conjunction with the larger Big Snowies Wilderness Study Area- RARE II-

1-739. 

Logging activities have adversely affected the naturalness on five units. There are signs of man’s former presence 

in these units in the form of vehicle trails originally used as haul roads, remaining stumps and some cut slash 

material. The presence of heavily traveled county roads on the borders of four units limit opportunities for 

solitude. In these units the downsloping topography combined with the small size maximizes the effects of these 

offsite intrusions. Four units do contain some opportunities for solitude but it is not of outstanding quality and 

does not add to the opportunities for solitude available in the Forest Service Wilderness Study Area. 

Hiking, primitive camping, nature study, rock scrambling, hunting, ski touring, and geologic study are all possible 

forms of recreation found in the units. Small size and difficult terrain limit the scope or number of the above 

activities available in a particular unit. None of the units offer an outstanding opportunity for primitive and 

unconfined recreation. 

Other than scenery and an unusual stand of Engelmann spruce in one unit, no other supplemental features are 

known to exist. 
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Final Decision and Rationale: These units will not be further studied for wilderness. Because these units do not 

offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation, and add nothing to the wilderness values of 

the RARE II area, they do not meet the criteria for study.” 

Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-217 Yes/No-1,725 

acres total  

(see above) 

No No No No 

 

 

FORM 2 

 

Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Big Snowies Tack-On A-1, MT-068-217   Acreage 120        

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The parcel included in Big Snowies Tack-on A-1 is located in T13N R18E Sections 29 and 30 and is 

bordered by private land on the east, north and west and by the Lewis and Clark National Forest on the 

south. This parcel borders the Big Snowies Wilderness Study Area and therefore meets one of the 

criteria for areas less than 5,000 acres. The size requirement is satisfied by the unit’s adjacency to “any 

Federal lands managed for wilderness characteristics” according to BLM Manual 6310, Page 5.  For the 

purposes of the current 2013/2014 inventory, the five Big Snowies Tack-On A parcels and the four Big 

Snowies Tack-On B parcels were given the same unit number 217. 

 

 (2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes   No  X  N/A   

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

Naturalness is lacking due to previous forest management on this parcel. Previous harvest activities and 

associated road building were completed in the early 1990s and the existing roads are still being utilized 

by the adjacent, private landowner.  Additionally, the adjacent private lands have recently been logged 
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and although “outside sights and sounds are generally not to be considered unless they are 

omnipresent,” these small parcels are more vulnerable to these effects and make it substantially more 

difficult to maintain a wilderness setting.  

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes   No   N/A X   

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes   No   N/A X  

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes      No   N/A X   
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BIG SNOWIES TACK-ON A-2 (MT-068-217): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes       X       (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):   MT-067-211 (Billings Field Office) 

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980 

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): The Big Snowies Tack-on, MT-068-217    

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):_ ___________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/ Lewistown Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of Land Management Districts, 

November 1980, p.239: 

 

“The Big Snowies Tack-ons, unit numbers MT-067-211 (Billings Field Office) and MT-068-217, are nine parcels 

of land adjacent to the Big Snowies in the Lewis and Clark National Forest. The nine parcels are located in 

Golden Valley and Fergus Counties, and contain a total of 1,725 acres. These areas are all considerably less than 

5,000 acres but meet the size criteria in conjunction with the larger Big Snowies Wilderness Study Area- RARE II-

1-739. 

Logging activities have adversely affected the naturalness on five units. There are signs of man’s former presence 

in these units in the form of vehicle trails originally used as haul roads, remaining stumps and some cut slash 

material. The presence of heavily traveled county roads on the borders of four units limit opportunities for 

solitude. In these units the downsloping topography combined with the small size maximizes the effects of these 

offsite intrusions. Four units do contain some opportunities for solitude but it is not of outstanding quality and 

does not add to the opportunities for solitude available in the Forest Service Wilderness Study Area. 

Hiking, primitive camping, nature study, rock scrambling, hunting, ski touring, and geologic study are all possible 

forms of recreation found in the units. Small size and difficult terrain limit the scope or number of the above 

activities available in a particular unit. None of the units offer an outstanding opportunity for primitive and 

unconfined recreation. 

Other than scenery and an unusual stand of Engelmann spruce in one unit, no other supplemental features are 

known to exist. 
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Final Decision and Rationale: These units will not be further studied for wilderness. Because these units do not 

offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation, and add nothing to the wilderness values of 

the RARE II area, they do not meet the criteria for study.” 

Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-217 Yes/No-1,725 

acres total  

(see above) 

No No No No 

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Big Snowies Tack-On A-2, MT-068-217   Acreage 150  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The parcel included in Big Snowies Tack-on A-2 is located in T13N R17E Section 25 and is bordered by 

a county road on the west, by private land on the north and east, and by the Lewis and Clark National 

Forest on the south. This parcel borders the Big Snowies Wilderness Study Area and therefore meets 

one of the criteria for areas less than 5,000 acres. The size requirement is satisfied by the unit’s 

adjacency to “any Federal lands managed for wilderness characteristics” according to BLM Manual 6310, 

Page 5.  For the purposes of the current 2013/2014 inventory, the five Big Snowies Tack-On A parcels 

and the four Big Snowies Tack-On B parcels were given the same unit number 217. 

 

 (2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes   No  X  N/A   

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

Naturalness lacking is due to the existence of a year-round, maintained county road that bisects the 

parcel which provides access to Crystal Lake, one of the more popular recreational sites in the area. In 
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addition, the units small size and irregular configuration, combined with the adjacent private land 

boundaries and associated uses make it impracticable for the parcel’s use in an unimpaired condition.  

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes   No   N/A X   

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes   No   N/A X  

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes      No   N/A X   
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BIG SNOWIES TACK-ON A-3 (MT-068-217): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes     X      (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):   MT-067-211 (Billings Field Office) 

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): The Big Snowies Tack-on, MT-068-217    

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):____________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/ Lewistown Field Office 

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of Land Management Districts, 

November 1980, p.239: 

 

“The Big Snowies Tack-ons, unit numbers MT-067-211 (Billings Field Office) and MT-068-217, are nine parcels 

of land adjacent to the Big Snowies in the Lewis and Clark National Forest. The nine parcels are located in 

Golden Valley and Fergus Counties, and contain a total of 1,725 acres. These areas are all considerably less than 

5,000 acres but meet the size criteria in conjunction with the larger Big Snowies Wilderness Study Area- RARE II-

1-739. 

Logging activities have adversely affected the naturalness on five units. There are signs of man’s former presence 

in these units in the form of vehicle trails originally used as haul roads, remaining stumps and some cut slash 

material. The presence of heavily traveled county roads on the borders of four units limit opportunities for 

solitude. In these units the downsloping topography combined with the small size maximizes the effects of these 

offsite intrusions. Four units do contain some opportunities for solitude but it is not of outstanding quality and 

does not add to the opportunities for solitude available in the Forest Service Wilderness Study Area. 

Hiking, primitive camping, nature study, rock scrambling, hunting, ski touring, and geologic study are all possible 

forms of recreation found in the units. Small size and difficult terrain limit the scope or number of the above 

activities available in a particular unit. None of the units offer an outstanding opportunity for primitive and 

unconfined recreation. 

Other than scenery and an unusual stand of Engelmann spruce in one unit, no other supplemental features are 

known to exist. 
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Final Decision and Rationale: These units will not be further studied for wilderness. Because these units do not 

offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation, and add nothing to the wilderness values of 

the RARE II area, they do not meet the criteria for study.” 

Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-217 Yes/No-1,725 

acres total  

(see above) 

No No No No 

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Big Snowies Tack-On A-3, MT-068-217   Acreage 92  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The parcel included in Big Snowies Tack-on A-3 is located in T13N R17E Section 25 and is bordered by 

a county road on the east, by private land on the north and west, and by the Lewis and Clark National 

Forest on the south. This parcel borders the Big Snowies Wilderness Study Area and therefore meets 

one of the criteria for areas less than 5,000 acres. The size requirement is satisfied by the unit’s 

adjacency to “any Federal lands managed for wilderness characteristics” according to BLM Manual 6310, 

Page 5.  For the purposes of the current 2013/2014 inventory, the five Big Snowies Tack-On A parcels 

and the four Big Snowies Tack-On B parcels were given the same unit number 217. 

 

 (2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes   No  X  N/A   

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

Naturalness is lacking due to the existence of a year-round, maintained county road that is directly 

adjacent to the parcel. The road provides access to Crystal Lake, one of the more popular recreational 

sites in the area. In addition, the units small size and irregular configuration, combined with the adjacent 
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private land boundaries and associated uses make it impracticable for the parcel’s use in an unimpaired 

condition.  

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes   No   N/A X   

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes   No   N/A X  

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes      No   N/A X   
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BIG SNOWIES TACK-ON A-4 (MT-068-217): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes     X       (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):   MT-067-211 (Billings Field Office) 

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): The Big Snowies Tack-on, MT-068-217   

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):_ ___________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/ Lewistown Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of Land Management Districts, 

November 1980, p.239: 

 

“The Big Snowies Tack-ons, unit numbers MT-067-211 (Billings Field Office) and MT-068-217, are nine parcels 

of land adjacent to the Big Snowies in the Lewis and Clark National Forest. The nine parcels are located in 

Golden Valley and Fergus Counties, and contain a total of 1,725 acres. These areas are all considerably less than 

5,000 acres but meet the size criteria in conjunction with the larger Big Snowies Wilderness Study Area- RARE II-

1-739. 

Logging activities have adversely affected the naturalness on five units. There are signs of man’s former presence 

in these units in the form of vehicle trails originally used as haul roads, remaining stumps and some cut slash 

material. The presence of heavily traveled county roads on the borders of four units limit opportunities for 

solitude. In these units the downsloping topography combined with the small size maximizes the effects of these 

offsite intrusions. Four units do contain some opportunities for solitude but it is not of outstanding quality and 

does not add to the opportunities for solitude available in the Forest Service Wilderness Study Area. 

Hiking, primitive camping, nature study, rock scrambling, hunting, ski touring, and geologic study are all possible 

forms of recreation found in the units. Small size and difficult terrain limit the scope or number of the above 

activities available in a particular unit. None of the units offer an outstanding opportunity for primitive and 

unconfined recreation. 

Other than scenery and an unusual stand of Engelmann spruce in one unit, no other supplemental features are 

known to exist. 
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Final Decision and Rationale: These units will not be further studied for wilderness. Because these units do not 

offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation, and add nothing to the wilderness values of 

the RARE II area, they do not meet the criteria for study.” 

Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-217 Yes/No-1,725 

acres total  

(see above) 

No No No No 

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Big Snowies Tack-On A-4, MT-068-217   Acreage 39  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The parcel included in Big Snowies Tack-on A-4 is located in T13N R17E Section 25 and is bordered on 

the north and west by private land and by the Lewis and Clark National Forest on the east and south. 

This parcel borders the Big Snowies Wilderness Study Area and therefore meets one of the criteria for 

areas less than 5,000 acres. The size requirement is satisfied by the unit’s adjacency to “any Federal 

lands managed for wilderness characteristics” according to BLM Manual 6310, Page 5.  For the purposes 

of the current 2013/2014 inventory, the five Big Snowies Tack-On A parcels and the four Big Snowies 

Tack-On B parcels were given the same unit number 217. 

 

 (2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes   No  X  N/A   

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

Naturalness is lacking due to the presence of private land boundaries on the north and west sides of the 

parcel with active timber management being completed on these adjacent lands. There appears to be 

some topographic screening, but not to the degree that would effectively shield the parcel from 
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activities on the surrounding lands. There is also a road that bisects the parcel that is heavily used by the 

adjacent landowners as well as substantial, informal use by snowmobiles during the winter months.  

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes   No   N/A X   

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes   No   N/A X  

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes      No   N/A X   
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BIG SNOWIES TACK-ON A-5 (MT-068-217): 

 

FORM 1 

 

Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes      X       (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):   MT-067-211 (Billings Field Office) 

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): The Big Snowies Tack-on, MT-068-217   

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):____________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/ Lewistown Field Office 

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of Land Management Districts, 

November 1980, p.239: 

 

“The Big Snowies Tack-ons, unit numbers MT-067-211 (Billings Field Office) and MT-068-217, are nine parcels 

of land adjacent to the Big Snowies in the Lewis and Clark National Forest. The nine parcels are located in 

Golden Valley and Fergus Counties, and contain a total of 1,725 acres. These areas are all considerably less than 

5,000 acres but meet the size criteria in conjunction with the larger Big Snowies Wilderness Study Area- RARE II-

1-739. 

Logging activities have adversely affected the naturalness on five units. There are signs of man’s former presence 

in these units in the form of vehicle trails originally used as haul roads, remaining stumps and some cut slash 

material. The presence of heavily traveled county roads on the borders of four units limit opportunities for 

solitude. In these units the downsloping topography combined with the small size maximizes the effects of these 

offsite intrusions. Four units do contain some opportunities for solitude but it is not of outstanding quality and 

does not add to the opportunities for solitude available in the Forest Service Wilderness Study Area. 

Hiking, primitive camping, nature study, rock scrambling, hunting, ski touring, and geologic study are all possible 

forms of recreation found in the units. Small size and difficult terrain limit the scope or number of the above 

activities available in a particular unit. None of the units offer an outstanding opportunity for primitive and 

unconfined recreation. 

Other than scenery and an unusual stand of Engelmann spruce in one unit, no other supplemental features are 

known to exist. 
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Final Decision and Rationale: These units will not be further studied for wilderness. Because these units do not 

offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation, and add nothing to the wilderness values of 

the RARE II area, they do not meet the criteria for study.” 

Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-217 Yes/No-1,725 

acres total  

(see above) 

No No No No 

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Big Snowies Tack-On A-5, MT-068-217   Acreage 717  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The parcel included in Big Snowies Tack-On A-5 is located in T12N R17E Sections 18, 19, and 30 and is 

bordered mainly by the Lewis and Clark National Forest along with small, scattered portions private 

land. This parcel borders the Big Snowies Wilderness Study Area and therefore meet one of the criteria 

for areas less than 5,000 acres. The size requirement is satisfied by the unit’s adjacency to “any Federal 

lands managed for wilderness characteristics” according to BLM Manual 6310, Page 5.  For the purposes 

of the current 2013/2014 inventory, the five Big Snowies Tack-On A parcels and the four Big Snowies 

Tack-On B parcels were given the same unit number 217. 

 

 (2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes   No  X  N/A   

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

Naturalness is lacking due to past and current forestry management on this parcel. Previous timber 

harvesting and the associated road construction created a need for further treatment within these BLM 

parcels which led to the recently completed Meadow Creek Stewardship Project.  This project utilized 
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commercial thinning (sawlogs) and noncommercial work(thinning regeneration in old cutting units and 

clearing around aspen) to accomplish management objectives. In all, 275 acres were treated with about 

0.6 miles of road reconstruction and 0.3 miles of temporary road construction. Forest management, 

particularly aspen expansion, will continue on this parcel in the future which would require the 

administrative use of the existing road and trail system.  

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes   No   N/A X   

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes   No   N/A X  

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes      No   N/A X   
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CAT CREEK (MT-068-220): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes   X    (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, list 

the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Montana Initial Wilderness Inventory, Final Decision, August 1979                                      

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s):  Cat Creek, MT-068-220                                          

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): ________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown Field Office                  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Montana Initial Wilderness Inventory, Final Decision, August 1979, p.109: 

 

“The unit consists of 7,300 acres of federal land administered by BLM, 40 acres of private land. 

An underground telephone line exists in T15N, R28E, just inside Section 3. An above ground power line is barely 

inside the northern most part of the unit and continues down the east side. The area is blanketed by 21 oil and 

gas leases. The area contains 7 stock reservoirs, 14 miles of fence, one well, a corral, and a stock water tank in 

the extreme south of the area, and a well in the western portion. There has been appreciable oil and gas activity 

within the unit-the area is just northwest of the Cat Creek oil field and, at present, approximately 10 dry holes 

have been drilled. Livestock grazing and fall hunting are other important uses. 

Scattered crested wheatgrass still grows within the unit, such that large portions of the unit are obviously 

unnatural. 

Lying astride the Cat Creek drainage, this area contains flat sagebrush basins to moderately steep hills. Coulees 

are deeply incised in some areas. Very little juniper or pine vegetates the unit, mostly grass-sagebrush. 

This area has seen sizeable oil and gas and some farming use at an earlier time. Because of indications of non-

natural vegetation and many vehicle roads made more visible by the flat terrain, the area is not recommended 

for further study. 

Unit Decision: The unit will be dropped from further wilderness consideration.”  

Inventory Source:  Montana Initial Wilderness Inventory, Final Decision, August 1979 
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Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-220 Yes-7,340 

acres 

No No No No 

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Cat Creek, MT-068-220 Acreage 7,841  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes    X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

 (2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes        No   X  N/A    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

This unit is predominantly flat to rolling grasslands with areas of sagebrush grasslands. This unit is 

located within the Musselshell River Breaks region. Habitat types include Big Sagebrush Steppe, Great 

Plains Mixedgrass Prairie, and Great Plains Sand Prairie. Common grasses and grasslike species include 

bluebunch wheatgrass, green needlegrass, needleandthread, western wheatgrass, prairie Junegrass, blue 

grama, prairie sandreed, Sandberg bluegrass, and threadleaf sedge. Common shrubs include big 

sagebrush, silver sagebrush, saltbrush, greasewood, rubber rabbitbrush and prickly pear cactus. Despite 

a return to native species, the non-native crested wheatgrass plantings are noticeable (see images 

PA250339-341). The unit supports a variety of wildlife.  The description of the vegetation and range 

development from the initial inventory of 1979 is still applicable to the current conditions. There are six 

grazing allotments within the unit: #02537, #04842, #15019, #15022, #15054 and #25006. Some fencing 

within the unit is absent, either from lack of maintenance or removal. The stock water tank and nearby 

reservoir in T16N R28E Section 30 E½ impact the naturalness of the unit. The reservoir has gained 

some natural qualities, but the earthen dam is still a noticeable linear feature, as is the route which 

accesses them (see Photo Log_220, images PA250348-351). The fence gate in T16N R28E Section 20 

SE¼ and surrounding area has a noticeable absence of vegetation due to use by cattle and vehicles. 

Range developments in T15N R28E Section 5 SE¼SE¼ are unnatural and easily noticed (see images 

PA250334, 335). There are large amounts of debris from corrals and windmills. The debris is not 

historical and detracts from naturalness. Also found within the unit is a former county road found in 

T15N R28E Section 5 and T16N R28E Section 19 SE¼, Section 20 SW¼, Section 29, Section 30 E½, 

Section 32 SE¼SE¼ and Section 33 W½. This route is no longer maintained and, due to a washout, 
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receives limited use (see images PA250336-338, 341, 344, 345). The road bed and ditches are still 

readily apparent. The unit also has a black pipeline which runs aboveground through a large portion of 

the unit (see Photo Log_220 images). The pipeline originates at the Bohn Solar Well site which has been 

modified with a propane generator. Pump noise along with visual impacts degrade naturalness. The unit 

borders roads which have power lines running along them and from which vehicle traffic can be seen 

from some of areas within the unit. There are also scattered oil and gas exploratory holes. 

 

3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes      No    N/A    X   

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

The unit has no vegetation large enough to provide screening. Within parts of the unit, the landscape 

provides enough relief to give a visitor a sense of solitude, and the area does not see extended use 

during most of the year, with the exception of hunting season. Vehicle traffic is noticeable from parts of 

the unit facing east. From some areas within the unit, adjacent structures related to ranching activities 

can be seen, and homes can be seen from western facing parts of the unit. The opportunities for a 

solitary experience are largely dependent upon the absence of other visitors and utilizing the parts of 

the unit which provide some topographic relief. Areas that contain naturalness are primarily located in 

Sections 21 and 22. These areas by themselves would not meet the size criteria; therefore, a boundary 

adjustment would not be warranted. 

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes    No    N/A    X  

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes    No    N/A    X   
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DRY ARMELLS (MT-068-226): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                   (Go to Form 2) Yes        X        (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, list 

the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Montana Initial Wilderness Inventory, Final Decision, August 1979                                  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Dry Armells, MT-068-226                                            

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): _______________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown Field Office                 

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Montana Initial Wilderness Inventory, Final Decision, August 1979, p.110: 

“The unit is 8,250 acres of public land and 370 acres of private land. The area is blanketed by 20 oil and gas 

leases. There are five reservoirs, two wells, four miles of fence, and a homestead located in T20N, R21E; Sec 11. 

The areas of land near the Harrison Ranch buildings to the east are planted in crested wheat. 

The area is dissected by Armells Creek in the center portion and by Dry Armells in the east flowing from south to 

north into Armells Creek. Upland areas are flat to rolling hills with many timbered coulees draining into the two 

intermittent creeks. The Bear Paw and Kootenai formation derived from clays and clay shales permit three 

vegetation types: big sagebrush, western wheatgrass, and ponderosa pine on the shrub hillsides.  

The area does not have potential for wilderness. The size is minimal to screen prominent offsite intrusions but 

more importantly, extensive crested wheat plantings remove any naturalness which the area might have. 

Unit Decision: The area will be dropped from further wilderness consideration.” 

Inventory Source:  Montana Wilderness Inventory, Final Decision, August 1979 

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-226 Yes– 8,570 

acres 

   No  No   No   No  

 

 

FORM 2 
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Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier: Dry Armells, MT-068-226   Acreage: 9,223 (includes 125 acres in UMRBNM) 

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

The unit is bordered by private land on the north, west and on the south with the exception of one 

section of state land in T20N R21E S16. It is bordered on the east by a combination of private and 

federal land, and is adjacent to the Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument in the northeast 

portion of the boundary.  

  

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes      No      X      N/A    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The area is a mixture of grasslands/sage brush, ponderosa pine savanna, and mixed conifer forested 

forested draws. The riparian areas along Dry Armells and Armells Creeks have scattered cottonwoods, 

either in small groves or individual trees. Habitat types include Rocky Mountain Big Sagebrush Steppe, 

Northwestern Great Plains Ponderosa Pine Woodland and Savanna and Northwestern Great Plains 

Riparian. Common grasses and grasslike species include bluebunch wheatgrass, green needlegrass, 

needleandthread, western wheatgrass, prairie Junegrass, blue grama, prairie sandreed, Sandberg 

bluegrass, and threadleaf sedge. Common shrubs include big sagebrush, silver sagebrush, saltbrush, 

greasewood, rubber rabbitbrush and prickly pear cactus. Forested vegetation types include ponderosa 

pine, ponderosa pine/Rocky Mountain juniper and ponderosa pine/Douglas-fir. Ponderosa pine is 

common on south slopes and ridges and the ponderosa/Doug-fir type is common on steep north-facing 

slopes. Forested areas are generally patchy and disconnected because of the broken topography. 

 

Naturalness of the unit is impacted by a high vehicle route density compared to other units in this area. 

Unauthorized maintenance and timber removal along the primary route has occurred in segments of 

T20N R21E Section 10. Historical grading has also occurred in Section 13 to access a private residence 

located in Section 12. The unit has a high perimeter to acreage ratio that indicates private and other 

ownerships are intermingled and adjacent. Although not within the unit, these impacts include dryland 

farming, tame pasturelands and intensive livestock grazing management as well as residential/ranch 

developments that detract from the naturalness of the unit. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes   No   N/A X   

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  
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The area has outstanding opportunities for solitude given the varied topography and availability of 

vegetative screening, especially in the coulees and some of the riparian areas along creeks. 

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation?  

 

Yes   No   N/A X  

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes   No   N/A X   

 

Description: 

The unit contains approximately 1,000 acres of important sagebrush habitat and is recognized as 

Greater Sage-Grouse Priority Habitat (PH) or similar designation by the US Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks and the Natural Resource Conservation Service.  The remainder of the 

unit is sage-grouse general habitat. Sage-grouse habitats are important for several other wildlife species 

including: Brewer’s sparrow, short-eared owl, sharp-tailed grouse, sagebrush vole, antelope, mule deer 

and many others. 
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DRY BLOOD (MT-060-011): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No         X          (Go to Form 2) Yes _________ (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: ________________  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Dry Blood, MT-060-011   

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): ____________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana District/Lewistown Field Office 

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Inventory Source: ______________________    

                              

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient 

Size?  

Yes/No 

(acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

NOT 

PREVIOUSLY 

INVENTORIED 

     

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Dry Blood, MT-060-011 Acreage 5,373  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes    X  No    
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Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The northern boundary follows a pipeline and leads to a Facility Asset Management System (FAMS) 

road. T17N R26E Section 26 is a FAMS road.  The eastern boundary is Valentine Road, which is a 

county road. The southern boundary also follows a county road, Welter Divide. Most of the western 

boundary is bounded by private land. 

 

 (2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes        No    X  N/A    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The unit is currently used for grazing and is bordered by agricultural fields. The dominant ecotype is 

grasslands and sage/grasslands in most of the area. The topography through the unit varies from flat 

sage/grasslands with buttes, to gently rolling hills with wide drainages. Habitat types include Big 

Sagebrush Steppe, and Great Plains Mixedgrass Prairie. Common grasses and grasslike species include 

bluebunch wheatgrass, green needlegrass, needleandthread, western wheatgrass, prairie Junegrass, blue 

grama, prairie sandreed, Sandberg bluegrass and threadleaf sedge. Common shrubs include big sagebrush 

and silver sagebrush.  

 

The unit contains important sagebrush habitat and is recognized as Greater Sage-Grouse Priority 

Habitat (PH) or similar designation by the US Fish and Wildlife Service, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

and the Natural Resource Conservation Service. Sage-grouse habitats are important for several other 

wildlife species including: Brewer’s sparrow, short-eared owl, sharp-tailed grouse, sagebrush vole, 

antelope, mule deer and many others. 

 

This unit has a network of vehicle routes and substantial range improvement infrastructure. While some 

minor intrusions are acceptable, cumulatively, these impacts degrade the naturalness of the unit. 

Additional impacts such as vehicle routes and range improvement projects were not included in the 

evaluation map due to the recent implementation. In particular, the Dry Blood Pipeline was recently 

developed as part of the NRCS Environmental Quality Incentive Program.  Livestock is intensely 

managed within this unit. Livestock infrastructure and vehicle routes dominate the character of the unit.  

 

The area has a FAMS road in a portion of Section 15, 23, and 26. One section of the route in T17N 

R26E Section 21 SE¼ SE¼ does not appear to be bladed or maintained, which is why it is excluded from 

the cherry stem (see Photo Log_011, images PC180403-405). The route in T17N R26E Section 33 

SW¼ is not bladed or maintained (see images PC180392-395). A route in T17N R26E Section 32 E½ on 

the boundary with Section 33 is possibly bladed in parts and would likely be maintained (see images 

PC180389-391). The primary route which starts in T17N R26E Section 15 and continues through 

Section 21 is appears bladed and maintained in some areas where the pipeline is within the route 

corridor (see images PC180396-402). Human usage is mainly during hunting season and activities related 

to grazing livestock and recreational use of Dry Blood Reservoir. The area has numerous range 

improvements: mainly stock tanks, fencing, and corrals.  

 

The area surrounding Dry Blood Reservoir, both private and BLM managed lands, is highly impacted by 

human use and appears unnatural. T17N R26E Section15 has roads, erosion from livestock, corrals, and 
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a concrete dam for the reservoir. Steel livestock corrals on adjacent private land are visible from the 

unit.  

 

Although outside impacts are generally not considered when assessing naturalness, they should be 

evaluated for direct impacts to the unit. In this instance, agricultural fields and other developments are 

dominant on intermingled private lands throughout the unit. Intermingled private lands are intensively 

managed which directly impact the naturalness of this unit. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes    No    N/A     X   

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes    No    N/A    X  

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes    No    N/A     X   
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ELK CREEK (MT-060-009): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No         X         (Go to Form 2) Yes _________ (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: ______________________  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Elk Creek, MT-060-009                 

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): ________________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Lewistown Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Inventory Source: __________________________  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No 

(acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

NOT 

PREVIOULSY 

INVENTORIED 

     

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Elk Creek, MT-060-009 Acreage 5,504  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes    X  No    
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Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes        No    X  N/A          

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The unit is currently used for grazing and is bordered by agricultural fields.  The dominant ecotype is 

grasslands and sage/grasslands. The topography through the unit varies from flat sage/grasslands with 

buttes, to gently rolling hills with wide drainages. Habitat types include Big Sagebrush Steppe, Great 

Plains and Mixedgrass Prairie. Common grasses and grasslike species include bluebunch wheatgrass, 

green needlegrass, needleandthread, western wheatgrass, prairie Junegrass, blue grama, prairie sandreed, 

Sandberg bluegrass, and threadleaf sedge. Common shrubs include big sagebrush, silver sagebrush, 

saltbrush, greasewood and  rubber rabbitbrush. .  

 

The unit contains important sagebrush habitat and is recognized as Greater Sage-Grouse Priority 

Habitat (PH) or similar designation by the US Fish and Wildlife Service, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

and the Natural Resource Conservation Service.  Sage-grouse habitats are important for several other 

wildlife species including: Brewer’s sparrow, short-eared owl, sharp-tailed grouse, sagebrush vole, 

antelope, mule deer and many others.  

This unit has a relatively high level of vehicle route and range improvement project density. While some 

minor intrusions are acceptable, cumulatively these impacts degrade the naturalness of the unit. 

Livestock is intensely managed within this unit. Livestock infrastructure and vehicle routes dominate the 

character of the unit.  

 

Although outside impacts are generally not considered when assessing naturalness, they should be 

evaluated for direct impacts to the unit. In this instance, agricultural fields and other developments are 

dominant on intermingled private lands throughout the unit. Intermingled private lands are intensively 

managed which directly impact the naturalness of this unit. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes    No    N/A     X   

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes    No    N/A     X  

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  
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(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes    No    N/A     X   

 

Description: 
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LITTLE BOX ELDER CREEK (MT-068-219): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes    X    (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, list 

the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Montana Initial Wilderness Inventory, Final Decision, August 1979   

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s):  Little Box Elder Creek, MT-068-219                                          

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):____________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana / Lewistown Field Office          

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

Montana Initial Wilderness Inventory, Final Decision, August 1979, p.109: 

“Size: 5,750 acres Federal Lands 

There is an easement for an underground telephone line on the west side, a cable transmission line authorized to 

the Air Force in the center, and a materials supply site easement in T16N, R23E; Sec 301 and 31. 

The area is blanketed by 10 oil and gas leases. There is one water well, 9 stock reservoirs, and approximately 18 

miles of vehicle trails and several miles of fence scattered throughout the area. 

The land is extensively planted in crested wheat, a nonindigenous species. 

This is generally flat, open terrain with Little Box Elder Creek flowing west to east through the center. Riparian 

vegetation frames the creek, while the majority of the area is typified vegetationally by planted and native prairie 

grasses. 

The area clearly and obviously should not be considered for wilderness. The manmade improvements can be 

seen from most areas within the unit and the vegetative manipulations are obvious. 

Unit Decisions: The area will be dropped from further wilderness consideration.” 

Inventory Source:  Montana Initial Wilderness Inventory, Final Decision, August 1979  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 
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Yes/No 

MT-068-219 Yes-5,750 ac No  No  No  No 

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Little Box Elder Creek, MT-068-219 Acreage 6,693 (w/o ROW)  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes    No    X  

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The unit has a Right-of-Way, MTM 04386, which divides it into two sections. This is a buried 

transmission line for the US Air Force  and is found in T16N R23E Sections 07, 08, 09, 30, and 31. 

Neither of the parcels meets the minimum size requirement of 5,000 acres, so this area is removed 

from further consideration for wilderness characteristics. 

 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes    No    N/A    X  

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes    No    N/A    X   

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes    No    N/A    X  

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes    No    N/A    X   
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MIDDLE FORK OF JUDITH TACK-ON (MT-068-216): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes __ _X____ (If yes, and if more than one area is within the 

area, list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown 

Bureau of Land Management Districts, November 1980  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Middle Fork Judith Tack-On, MT-068-216 

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): ___________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Lewistown District/Lewistown Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of Land Management Districts, 

November 1980, p.241: 

 

“The Middle Fork of Judith Tack-on Unit (MT-068-216) is located in Judith Basin County, Montana. The area is 

situated about 12 miles SW of Utica, Montana on the eastern edge of the Lewis and Clark National Forest. The 

total acreage is 145.13 acres.  

This unit was withdrawn to the Fish and Wildlife Service by Public Land Order 962 dated May 14, 1954. The 

land was withdrawn for use by the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks in connection with the 

Judith River Game Range. As such, it is not subject to wilderness review under Section 603 of the Federal Land 

Policy and Management Act.” 

Inventory Source: _ Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980 

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-216 N/A-145 acres N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Middle Fork of Judith Tack-On, MT-068-216 Acreage 118  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes    No   X  

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description: 

 

NOTE: The original inventory did not have the correct location for this unit. The map shows the land 

transferred was located at T12N R11E Section 27. The Memorandum of Agreement between the 

Bureau of Land Management, US Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Montana Department of Fish and 

Game, effective June 16, 1954, states the land transferred to be in T13N R11E Section 27. A copy of this 

document is attached, and the unit map has been changed to correct this mistake. Once this correction 

is noted, it can be seen that this land is currently in the Judith River Game Range as stated in the Final 

Decision of November 1980.  

 

The finding of the 1980 decision was that this unit was withdrawn to the Fish and Wildlife Service by 

Public Land Order 962 dated May 14, 1954. It was withdrawn for use by the Montana Department of 

Fish, Wildlife, and Parks (then Montana Department of Fish and Game) in connection with the Judith 

River Game Range. As such, it is not subject to wilderness review under Section 603 of the Federal Land 

Policy and Management Act. Since the land status remains the same this unit will not be further 

considered for wilderness characteristics. 

 

 (2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes     No    N/A    X  

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes    No    N/A    X   

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes    No    N/A    X  

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes    No    N/A    X   

  



243 
 

 



244 
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MISSOURI RIVER ISLAND (MT-075-123): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                       (Go to Form 2) Yes       X       (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of 

Land Management  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): ____________________                                                           

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): Missouri River Island, MT-075-123  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Butte District/ Butte Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of Land Management, p.129-130:  

 

“Physical Description: The unit is an unnamed 22 acre island in the Missouri River that is entirely public land. The 

island is located 30 miles southeast of Great Falls, Montana in T17N R1W, Sections 17 and 20. 

Naturalness: The unit is comprised of wide diversity plant life and topographic features. Shallow backwater coves 

and inlets, deep offshore pools, cattail marshes, grassy knolls, and inland swamps are interspersed with old-

growth cottonwood stands and willow thickets. Swamps and grass covered areas each comprise approximately 

25 percent of the island. Deciduous trees, interspersed among the former, comprise the other 50 percent. The 

elevation of the island is around 3360 feet.  

No onsite intrusions are present, although impacts to the naturalness of the unit from off-site sources are 

considerable. Interstate 15 and the old, still used, State Highway 91 are within one-quarter to one-half mile of 

the unit. Railroad tracks directly parallel the northwestern end of the island and are within one-quarter mile of 

the unit. Houses are visible across the eastern and western shore. Sight and sound intrusions from these sources 

significantly affect the apparent naturalness of the island. 

Outstanding opportunities for Solitude or Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: Opportunities for solitude are 

present, but due to the unit’s very small size, outstanding opportunities are lacking; other visitors to the island 

would be easily heard or noticed.  

Opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation are rather limited, although the opportunities that are 

present are of high quality. Rainbow trout fishing in the surrounding water can be considered excellent, especially 

in the bays and coves along the western shore. The diversity of bird life on the island, due largely to the wide 
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diversity of vegetation, assures that bird watching would be outstanding. Photographic, botanical and zoological 

sightseeing opportunities are also present but are not of outstanding quality. 

Supplemental Values: The area possesses a wide variety of birdlife that is of educational and possibly scientific 

value. Cormorants and other waterfowl use the inland old-growth cottonwoods and marshes for protected nesting 

sites. Osprey hunt the waters surrounding the island. A variety of shorebirds, including avocets, roam the shores in 

search of food. The swamps, grassy areas, willow thickets and old-growth cottonwoods support a wide variety of 

songbirds. 

Summary of Public Comments: There were only two comments addressing the area. One supported further study 

and the other did not. A wide variety of associated birdlife was noted. 

Final Decision and Rationale: The Missouri River Island was found not to possess wilderness criteria due to the 

significant off-site intrusions. The non-WSA designation is unchanged. 

Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of Land 

Management   

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-075-123 Yes Yes No No Yes 

 

 

FORM 2 
 

Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Missouri River Island, MT-075-123 Acreage         22                                       

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes   X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The unit is an island in the Missouri River. According to BLM Manual 6310, islands are exempt from the 

size requirements. The area is located 30 miles SE of Great Falls. There are no roads or private 

inholdings.  

 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes       No   X       N/A           

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  
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The images found in Photos_125 from July 16, 2013 were taken by Kelly McGill, Outdoor Recreation 

Planner for the Lewistown Field Office.  The area was also surveyed using Google Earth and the 

Montana Cadastral website. From these images the unit appears in natural condition. The vegetation 

present in the 1979 inventory description found in Form 1 above appears to be the same, except that 

the number of trees on the island may have increased, and those existing from the previous inventory 

will have matured.  

 

Given that Highway 91, Interstate 15 and BNSF Railroad flank the west side of the river; a local gravel 

road flanks the east side; subdivisions and a sewer plant are visible; and the town of Cascade is less than 

a mile away, development surrounding the island is pervasive and omni-present such that it impacts the 

naturalness of the unit. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes                  No                 N/A       X   

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

Highway 91, Interstate 15, and BNSF Railroad flank the west side of the river, and a local gravel road 

flanks the east side. Subdivisions and a sewer plant are visible, and the town of Cascade is less than a 

mile away. These factors may make it difficult to avoid the sights and sounds of other people in such a 

small area. 

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes    No    N/A    X  

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

Outstanding opportunities for primitive recreation in this unit would have be limited to rainbow trout 

fishing and bird watching. 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes                   No           N/A    X   

 

Description: 

This unit is an island in the Missouri River, which is part of the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail. 
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MISSOURI RIVER ISLAND (MT-075-124): 

 

FORM 1 

 

Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes     X      (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of 

Land Management District  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Missouri River Island, MT-075-124 

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):___________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Butte District/Butte Field Office   

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of Land Management District, 

p.132-133: 

 

“Physical Description: The unit is an unnamed island in the Missouri River. It is located approximately a quarter 

of a mile southeast of Chrisholm Mountain along Interstate 15 and the state frontage road. The island is 12 

acres in size and there are no private inholdings. No boundary adjustments were made. 

Naturalness: The island is a flat sand and gravel bar which varies from zero to seven feet above the river level 

(July) at an elevation of approximately 3,400 feet. Vegetative cover is predominantly grass with thick, willow 

shrubs along its perimeter and scattered, interim cottonwoods. The major human impacts on the island are a 

powerline through the eastern end and a small dump on the western tip. Offsite intrusions affecting the island 

include nearby private homes, an active railroad, I-15 and the state frontage road. The small dump is the only 

impact which could be feasibly rehabilitated through land labor. The imprint of man’s work is substantially 

noticeable on the island.  

Outstanding Opportunities for Solitude or Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: Only limited opportunities for 

solitude and unconfined recreation are afforded by the island due to its small size, screening limitations, and 

location. The potential for visitors to avoid the sights and sounds of human activities both on and off the unit is 

minimal. Recreational opportunities available on and from the island include fishing, hunting, and river floating. 

There are no outstanding opportunities for wilderness recreation or solitude. 

Supplemental Values: The unit offers scenic supplemental values with its westward views of unique rock 

outcroppings and the 1,200 foot vertical face of Chrisholm Mountain. 
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Final Decision and Rationale: The Missouri River Island does not appear to be primarily natural and lacks 

outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation. The non-WSA designation is 

unchanged.” 

Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of Land 

Management District   

 

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-075-124 No-12 acres No No No Yes  

 

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Missouri River Island, MT-075-124   Acreage 11  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes   No  X  

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

This unit is an island in the Missouri River. The most recent GIS analysis done in April 2014 shows the 

unit ownership has changed to the State of Montana. Given this land is no longer under BLM 

management, this unit will be removed from further consideration for wilderness characteristics. 

 

 (2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes   No    N/A X  

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes   No   N/A X   

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes   No   N/A X  

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 
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(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes   No   N/A X   
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MISSOURI RIVER ISLAND (MT-075-125): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes      X       (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source:   Final Decision, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of 

Land Management District  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Missouri River Island, MT-075-125 

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): ____________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Butte District/Butte Field Office   

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

Final Decision, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of Land Management,  p.135:  

 

“Physical Description: The unit is an unnamed island in the Missouri River. It is located about two miles north of 

Craig, Montana along I-15. The island is 5 acres in size and there are no private inholdings. No boundary 

adjustments were made. 

 

Naturalness: The island is a flat gravel sand bar which varies from zero to five feet above the river (July) at an 

elevation of approximately 3,400 feet. Roughly 80% of the unit is densely vegetated by short willow groves. The 

remaining interior is grass covered. The major river channel flows west of the island. No human impacts were 

found to exist on the island. Offsite intrusions within definite influential range include an active railroad, I-15, and 

the state frontage road. These intrusions are all within ¼ of a mile. 

Outstanding Opportunities for Solitude or Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: Only limited opportunities for 

solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation are provided by the island due to its small size, screening 

limitations, and location. The potential for visitors to avoid the sights and sounds of human both on and off the 

unit is minimal. Recreational activities available from the island include fishing and river floating. There are no 

outstanding opportunities for solitude or primitive and unconfined recreation. 

Supplemental Values: The island has no known features of supplemental value. 

Final Decision and Rationale: The Missouri River Island is not primarily natural due to the influence of offsite 

intrusions and lacks outstanding opportunities for both solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation. The non-

WSA designation is unchanged.” 
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Inventory Source:  Final Decision, Montana Overthrust Belt Wilderness Inventory, Butte Bureau of Land 

Management District 

 

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-075-125 No- 5 acres No No No No 

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Missouri River Island, MT-075-125 Acreage        2       _  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes   No  X  

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

This unit is an island in the Missouri River. The most recent GIS analysis done in April 2014 shows the 

unit ownership has changed to the State of Montana. Given this land is no longer under BLM 

management, this unit will be removed from further consideration for wilderness characteristics. 

 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes   No    N/A X  

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes   No   N/A X   

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes   No   N/A X  

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes   No   N/A X   
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PETROLEUM NORTH TIER (MT-068-218): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                        (Go to Form 2)   Yes     X       (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Montana Initial Wilderness Inventory, Final Decision, August 1979  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Petroleum North Tier, MT-068-218   

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):_ ___________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown Field Office     

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Montana Initial Wilderness Inventory, Final Decision, August 1979, p.108: 

“Size: 8 parcels ranging in size from 40 acres to 1,080 acres. 4,120 acres total effected. 

Easements: There are 2 powerlines which are inside the southern borders of the parcel in T12N, R25E; Sec 13. 

There exists a material removal site inT12N, R25E; Sec 18 and a major road right-of-way at this location and 

Sec 9. The land parcel in T12N, R25E; Sec 29, 30, 31 and 32 is bisected by a major state highway, Hwy 87. 

There is one stock reservoir, 3 ½ miles of fence scattered around the parcels, one water well, and some minor 

vehicle trails. 

These parcels are on flat to slightly rolling, open terrain. Generally, traffic on the major roads traversing around 

the areas, due to the terrain, is extremely visible and auto noise and fumes create onsite impacts. Vegetation is 

short grass prairie species with possibly some mix of non-indigenous species. 

These small parcels are of inadequate size to offer the possibility wilderness values. They are affected by on and 

offsite impacts stemming from major road systems and may carry non-native vegetative cover. These areas are 

not recommended for further study. 

Unit Decision: The areas will be dropped from further wilderness consideration.” 

 

 

Inventory Source: Montana Initial Wilderness Inventory, Final Decision, August 1979 
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Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-218 No-4,120 acres No No No  No  

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Petroleum North Tier, MT-068-218 Acreage 2,367 (excluding parcels that no 

longer contain public lands managed by the BLM)  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes    No    X  

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

Originally, there were eight non-contiguous parcels. Three parcels inventoried in 1979 no longer contain 

public lands managed by the BLM.  (The three parcels that are no longer BLM were removed from the 

map.)  The unit does not meet the size requirements. Rights-of-way (ROWs) further divide some of the 

remaining parcels. There are three ROWs for the parcel found in T12N R25E Section 13. MTM 04932 

found in Section 13 S½ is for a telephone line, while MTM 058077 found in Section 13 SW¼ SE ¼ and 

MTM 0447700 found in Section 13 NE¼SE¼ are for power lines. The ROW found in T12N R26E 

Section 4 SE¼, Section 9 SW¼ and Section 18 NE¼ is for Winnett Road, State Hwy 244. This area will 

be removed from further consideration for wilderness characteristics. 

  

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes    No    N/A    X  

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes    No    N/A    X   

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes    No    N/A    X  

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes    No    N/A    X   
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PIKE CREEK (MT-060-002): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No          X            (Go to Form 2)   Yes __________ (If yes, and if more than one area is within the 

area, list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: _______________________  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Pike Creek, MT-060-002                                          

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): __________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown               

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Inventory Source: ________________________  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No 

(acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

NOT 

PREVIOUSLY 

INVENTORIED 

     

 

 

                                                                  FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Pike Creek, MT-060-002 Acreage 12,315  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes    X  No    
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Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The western unit boundaries are mainly private lands with a section of state land in T13N R24E Section 

36. The eastern boundary is again made up of mostly BLM and private lands with a section of state land 

in T13N R25 E Section 36. The southern boundary is a combination of BLM, state and private lands. The 

northern boundary is private, state and BLM lands. 

 

 (2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes        No    X  N/A    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The unit is currently used for grazing and is bordered by agricultural fields. The dominant ecotype is 

grasslands and sage/grasslands in most of the area with the Pike Creek Hills in the eastern portion of the 

unit containing ponderosa pines. The topography through the unit varies from flat sage/grasslands with 

buttes, to gently rolling hills with wide drainages, to the Pike Creek Hills with steeper sides and open, 

flat benches at the top. Habitat types include Big Sagebrush Steppe, Great Plains Mixedgrass Prairie and 

Northwestern Great Plains Ponderosa Pine Woodland and Savanna. Common grasses and grasslike 

species include bluebunch wheatgrass, green needlegrass, needleandthread, western wheatgrass, prairie 

Junegrass, blue grama, prairie sandreed, Sandberg bluegrass, and threadleaf sedge. Common shrubs 

include big sagebrush, silver sagebrush, saltbrush, greasewood, rubber rabbitbrush and prickly pear 

cactus. Forested vegetation types include ponderosa pine, ponderosa pine/Rocky Mountain juniper and 

ponderosa pine/Douglas-fir. Ponderosa pine is common on south slopes and ridges and the 

ponderosa/Doug-fir type is common on steep north-facing slopes. Forested areas are generally patchy 

and disconnected because of the broken topography. 

 

The unit contains important sagebrush habitat and is recognized as Greater Sage-Grouse Priority 

Habitat (PH) or similar designation by the US Fish and Wildlife Service, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

and the Natural Resource Conservation Service. Sage-grouse habitats are important for several other 

wildlife species including: Brewer’s sparrow, short-eared owl, sharp-tailed grouse, sagebrush vole, 

antelope, mule deer and many others. Pike Creek is also known to have a population of Northern 

Redbelly X-Finescale Dace, a BLM Sensitive Species. 

This unit has a relatively high level of vehicle route and range improvement project density. The 

stockwater pipeline system from the Zimmerman Well has a recorded ROW that dissects the unit. 

While some minor intrusions are acceptable, cumulatively these impacts degrade the naturalness of the 

unit. Livestock is intensely managed within this unit. Livestock infrastructure and vehicle routes 

dominate the character of the unit.  

 

Although outside impacts are generally not considered when assessing naturalness, they should be 

evaluated for direct impacts to the unit. In this instance, agricultural fields and other developments are 

dominant on intermingled private lands throughout the unit. Intermingled private lands are intensively 

managed which directly impact the naturalness of this unit. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  
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Yes    No    N/A     X   

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes    No    N/A     X  

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes    No    N/A    X   

 

Description: 
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PYRAMID PEAK (MT-060-001): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No          X         (Go to Form 2) Yes _________ (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: ______________________  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s):  Pyramid Peak, MT-060-001                 

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): ____________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana District/ Lewistown Field Office   

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Inventory Source: __________________________  

 

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No 

(acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

NOT 

PREVIOUSLY 

INVENTORIED 

     

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Pyramid Peak, MT-060-001 Acreage 5,171  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes  X       No _______  
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Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The unit is located in the southern portion of the Judith Mountains near the community of Lewistown. 

The boundary is dependent on property lines between BLM and other ownerships. 

 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes        No   X  N/A    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

Topography in the area ranges from rolling foothills to steep mountain slopes greater than 60%. Dense 

conifer forests cover much of the mountains, with occasional openings of meadows or rock cliffs.  

 

The plant communities found within the unit are indicative of the Northern Great Plains and Rocky 

Mountain ecosystem types. The herbaceous vegetation is dominated by cool season grass and forb 

species. Dominant native grass vegetation includes bluebunch wheatgrass, needleandthread, green 

needlegrass, rough fescue prairie Junegrass and numerous forbs and shrubs. The dominant vegetation is 

conifer forests consisting mainly of Douglas-fir, ponderosa pine and lodgepole pine with decreasing 

abundance of deciduous trees and shrubs. 

 

The area has historically been used for mining and timber extraction.  Evidence of these activities is still 

pervasive throughout the unit. 

  

This unit has a relatively high level of vehicle route project density, given the steepness of the terrain. 

Many unauthorized routes exist that aren’t included on the evaluation map. The formation of 

unauthorized OHV trails has been an ongoing problem in the area. While some minor intrusions are 

acceptable, cumulatively, the impacts of past and present human activities degrade the naturalness of the 

unit. Historical mining activities, timber harvest, recreational use and vehicle routes dominate the 

character of the unit. Outside sights and sounds, adjacent impacts and configurations of land patterns are 

generally not considered when assessing naturalness within the unit, however, in this instance, mining 

claims and infrastructure, timber harvests, residential and recreational development are common on 

intermingled private lands throughout the unit. Intermingled private lands arising from mining claims are 

often intensively managed which directly impact the naturalness of this unit. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes    No    N/A     X   

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes    No    N/A          X 

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 
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(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes _______ No _______ N/A            X 
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RED MOUNTAIN (MT-060-012): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No        X         (Go to Form 2) Yes ________ (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, list 

the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: ______________________  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Red Mountain, MT-060-012                 

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): _____________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana District/Lewistown Field Office 

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Inventory Source: N/A  

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No 

(acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

NOT 

PREVIOUSLY 

INVENTORIED 

     

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Red Mountain, MT-060-012 Acreage 6,158  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes    X  No    
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Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The unit is located in the northern portion of the Judith Mountains near the community of Lewistown. 

The boundary is dependent on property lines between BLM and other ownerships, many of which are 

mining claims. 

 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes         No    X  N/A    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

Topography in the area ranges from rolling foothills to steep mountain slopes greater than 60%. Dense 

conifer forests cover much of the mountains, with occasional openings of meadows or rock cliffs.  

 

The plant communities found within the unit are indicative of the Northern Great Plains and Rocky 

Mountain ecosystem types. The herbaceous vegetation is dominated by cool season grass and forb 

species. Dominant native grass vegetation includes bluebunch wheatgrass, needleandthread, green 

needlegrass, rough fescue prairie Junegrass and numerous forbs and shrubs. The dominant vegetation is 

conifer forests consisting mainly of Douglas-fir, ponderosa and lodgepole pine with decreasing 

abundance of deciduous trees and shrubs. 

 

The area has historically been used for mining and timber extraction.  Evidence of these activities is still 

pervasive throughout the unit. 

  

This unit has a relatively high level of vehicle route project density, given the steepness of the terrain. 

Many unauthorized routes exist that aren’t included on the evaluation map. The formation of 

unauthorized OHV trails has been an ongoing problem in the area. While some minor intrusions are 

acceptable, cumulatively, the impacts of past and present human activities degrade the naturalness of the 

unit. Historical mining activities, timber harvest, recreational use and vehicle routes dominate the 

character of the unit. Outside sights and sounds, adjacent impacts and configurations of land patterns are 

generally not considered when assessing naturalness within the unit, however, in this instance, mining 

claims and infrastructure, timber harvests, residential and recreational development are common on 

intermingled private lands throughout the unit. Intermingled private lands arising from mining claims are 

often intensively managed which directly impact the naturalness of this unit. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes    No    N/A       X        

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes    No    N/A       X                        

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 



274 
 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes         No   N/A    X     X  
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WELTER DIVIDE (MT-060-010): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No         X         (Go to Form 2) Yes                    (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, 

list the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: _____________________                                          

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Welter Divide, MT-060-010                   

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): ______________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana District/Lewistown Field Office 

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Inventory Source: N/A 

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No 

(acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

NOT 

PREVIOULSY 

INVENTORIED 

     

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Welter Divide, MT-060-010 Acreage 5,805  

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes    X  No    
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Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The Welter Divide Unit northern boundary is a county road, Welter Divide, and it is bounded by 

private land.  The eastern boundary is also a county road, Valentine Road, and it is also bounded by 

other landownership including private and state.  The southern portion follows a Right-of-Way and the 

western boundary is mainly private landownership with a portion of state land. 

 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes         No     X   N/A    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The unit is currently used for grazing and is bordered by agricultural fields.  The dominant ecotype is 

grasslands and sage/grasslands in most of the area. The topography through the unit varies from flat 

sage/grasslands with buttes, to gently rolling hills with wide drainages. Habitat types include Big 

Sagebrush Steppe, and Great Plains Mixedgrass Prairie. Common grasses and grasslike species include 

bluebunch wheatgrass, green needlegrass, needleandthread, western wheatgrass, prairie Junegrass, blue 

grama, prairie sandreed, Sandberg bluegrass and threadleaf sedge. Common shrubs include big sagebrush 

and silver sagebrush.  

 

The unit contains important sagebrush habitat and is recognized as Greater Sage-Grouse Priority 

Habitat (PH) or similar designation by the US Fish and Wildlife Service, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

and the Natural Resource Conservation Service. Sage-grouse habitats are important for several other 

wildlife species including: Brewer’s sparrow, short-eared owl, sharp-tailed grouse, sagebrush vole, 

antelope, mule deer and many others. 

 

This unit has a network of vehicle route and substantial range improvement infrastructure. While some 

minor intrusions are acceptable, cumulatively, these impacts degrade the naturalness of the unit. 

Additional impacts such as vehicle routes and range improvement projects were not included in the 

evaluation map due to the recent implementation. In particular, the Skibby Pipeline and North and South 

Cross-Fence were recently developed as part of the NRCS Sage Grouse Initiative. Livestock is intensely 

managed within this unit. Livestock infrastructure and vehicle routes dominate the character of the unit. 

Much of the infrastructure contains linear features such as vehicle routes, fences and pipelines which 

intersect the unit. 

 

Although outside impacts are generally not considered when assessing naturalness, they should be 

evaluated for direct impacts to the unit. In this instance, agricultural fields and other developments are 

dominant on intermingled private lands throughout the unit. Intermingled private lands are intensively 

managed which directly impact the naturalness of this unit due to access requirements and associated 

intensive agricultural use, both in and outside of the unit. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes    No    N/A            X         

 

Description: 
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(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes    No    N/A    X  

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description: 

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes    No    N/A     X   

 

Description: 
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WOODHAWK CREEK (MT-068-247): 

 

FORM 1 

 
Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous 

Inventory on Record 

 

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of this area?  

 

No                 (Go to Form 2)   Yes      X      (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, list 

the names of those areas.):  

 

a) Inventory Source: Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980  

 

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Woodhawk Creek, MT-068-247  

 

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s): _______________________  

 

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Central Montana/Lewistown Field Office  

 

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:  

 

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one BLM inventory area is 

associated with the area, list each area and answer each question individually for each inventory area):  

 

Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of Land Management Districts, 

November 1980, p.279: 

 

“Woodhawk Creek Unit (MT-068-247) is located in Fergus County, Montana. The unit lies 3 miles south of the 

Missouri River, and is 20 miles NE of Winifred. The unit is separated from the Woodhawk area (MT-068-246) 

by two BLM maintained roads. Elsewhere, private and state lands border. 

The original size of the unit was 5820 acres. Because they lack wilderness characteristics, three parts are not 

recommended for further study. The deleted areas include 1440 acres on the SW side, a BLM fire rehabilitation 

study plot, and a new reservoir site. These modifications leave approximately 4305 acres in the unit. The 1440 

acres deleted in the SW open onto a flat bench. This area is not natural as it is impacted by reservoirs, non-

native species plantings, and offsite intensive farming. Elsewhere the unit is rugged and the scene is essentially 

natural, with the exceptions of the other two small plots recommended for exclusion. Forest vegetation covers the 

bottoms and side slopes. Outstanding opportunities for solitude are present in this portion of the unit north of 

Woodhawk Creek. Although several primitive recreation activities such as hunting and horseback riding are 

possible, none were judged as outstanding. Scenic, cultural and geological values are present in the unit. 

Final Decision and Rationale: This area will not be further studied for wilderness. The exclusion of 1440 acres of 

non-natural land leaves less than the prerequisite 500 acres in the natural remainder. Outstanding solitude 

opportunities exist in the rugged, wooded remnants of the unit, but outstanding primitive recreation opportunities 

do not exist.” 
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Inventory Source:  Final Decision, Montana Wilderness Inventory, Miles City and Lewistown Bureau of 

Land Management Districts, November 1980 

Area Unique 

Identifier 

Sufficient Size?  

Yes/No (acres) 

Naturalness? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Solitude? 

Yes/No 

Outstanding 

Primitive & 

Unconfined 

Recreation?  

Yes/No 

Supplemental 

Values? Yes/No 

MT-068-247 Yes/No 

5,820 acres 

(see above) 

No Yes No Yes 

 

 

FORM 2 

 
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics 

 

a. Area Unique Identifier Woodhawk Creek, MT-068-247 Acreage 5,727 (1,841 in LFO) 

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately). 

 

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and 

describe the exception in the space provided below). 

 

Yes  X  No    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (describe the boundaries of the area – wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.): 

 

The majority of this unit was included within the boundaries of the Upper Missouri River Breaks 

National Monument (UMRBNM) when it was designated. The remaining 1,841 acres are in two non-

contiguous parcels within the boundaries of the Lewistown Field Office (LFO). If Monument and non-

Monument lands were considered independently, this unit would not meet the size criteria; however, 

non-Monument lands are contained within a larger unit that is not split by inventory roads, ROWs or 

other defining boundary features. Therefore, non-Monument lands need to be considered within the 

context of a larger unit that also contains Monument lands. 

 

The unit is bordered to the north by Middle Ridge Road, to the south by the Missouri Breaks 

Backcountry Byway, to the east by Woodhawk Trail and largely by land ownership patterns. 

 

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Yes        No   X*  N/A    

Note:  If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining 

questions below. 

 

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human 

uses/activities):  

 

The area is a mixture of grasslands/sage brush, ponderosa pine savanna and mixed conifer forested 

forested draws. Common grasses and grasslike species include bluebunch wheatgrass, green needlegrass, 

needleandthread, western wheatgrass, prairie Junegrass, blue grama, prairie sandreed, Sandberg 
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bluegrass and threadleaf sedge. Common shrubs include big sagebrush, silver sagebrush, saltbrush, 

greasewood and rubber rabbitbrush. Forested vegetation types include ponderosa pine, ponderosa 

pine/Rocky Mountain juniper and ponderosa pine/Douglas-fir. Ponderosa pine is common on south 

slopes and ridges and the ponderosa/Doug-fir type is common on steep north-facing slopes. Forested 

areas are generally patchy and disconnected because of the broken topography.  

 

*Most of the original unit was included within the UMRBNM. The unit parcel not included is 1,841 acres. 

This portion of the unit is located in the transition zone between intensively-managed farm/ranch 

operations and primitive river breaks. If considered independently, the non-Monument portion has 

cumulative impacts that affect naturalness and opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation. 

However, when considered as part of the larger unit including the Monument, the unit, as a whole, 

meets naturalness criteria. Therefore, the unit requires consideration of sub-units since the qualities of 

Monument and non-Monument portions of the allotment are distinct. The non-Monument portion of 

the unit lies along the agricultural interface. This area is known as the West Pasture and Custodial 

Pasture of the Woodhawk Allotment. This area contains numerous vehicle and ranch routes and range 

improvement projects. The Hart Spring Pipeline is a developed spring in Section 35 that feeds a pipeline 

network with multiple tanks. Cumulatively, the livestock management infrastructure and route network 

lying within the West Pasture and Custodial Pastures of the Woodhawk Allotment degrade the area’s 

naturalness.  These impacts fade and become less-pervasive once the grassy, flat bench of the 

Woodhawk Custodial and West Upland Pastures becomes dissected by Woodhawk Creek to the north. 

 

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?  

Yes    No    N/A    X   

 

No. The Monument portion of the unit has both the topographic relief and vegetation screening to offer 

outstanding opportunities for solitude. A variety of landscape features allow the visitor a solitary 

experience, especially along Woodhawk Creek in the deep coulees and more forested portions of the 

area. The southernmost, non-Monument portions of the unit lack vegetation screening and would have 

lower value for opportunities for solitude.  Low visitation throughout most of the year ensures solitude, 

with the notable exception of hunting season. The Monument Proclamation describes the area to be “as 

remote and nearly as undeveloped as it was in 1805.” However, after excluding the non-natural areas 

outside of the Monument, the natural portions within the unit would not meet the size criteria by 

themselves. 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):  

 

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and 

the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

recreation? Yes      No    N/A    X  

(Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the areas does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for 

question 5.) 

 

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):  

 

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic or historical value)? Yes       No    N/A    X   
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