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GREAT FALLS, Mont. -- More than 200 sportsmen-dependent businesses today released a letter
to the Bureau of Land Management urging it to protect backcountry hunting and fishing habitat as
it seeks to revamp its land-use planning process.

The letter, which was unveiled last night at the tail end of a media summit hosted by the
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership here, argues that intact backcountry public lands
maximize opportunities for hunters and anglers and spur more business for gear manufacturers,
retailers, guides and taxidermists, among other sportsmen-dependent companies.

"Sportsmen not only need access to public lands, they need desirable places to hunt and fish
after they park their vehicles and head to the fields, forests and waters," said the letter signed by
212 businesses. "From subalpine basins to stream banks, BLM backcountry lands provide
world-class hunting and fishing accessible to every American regardless of means."

Sportsmen groups are pushing BLM to enhance protections for primitive backcountry areas as it
revises updates to its resource management plans, which determine what can happen, and
where, on BLM's 250-million-acre estate. Known as "Planning 2.0," the BLM effort could mark a

major shift in how its roughly 160 resource management plans are maintained (Greenwire, April
24).

The agency wants to make the plans more dynamic by ensuring that they are updated more
frequently and are more conducive to landscape-level planning and mitigation required under an
October 2013 order signed by Interior Secretary Sally Jewell.

The agency in May began asking for formal public comment, but it has set no deadline
(E&ENews PM,May 5).

TRCP in April said the planning revision is an opportunity for BLM to recognize the value of public
lands to big game and waterfowl by taking stock of important migration corridors and critical
stopovers where animals pause for food and rest.

So far, the agency has not said whether it will consider new tools for preserving backcountry
lands.
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AMERICAN SPORTSMEN
Banking on BLM Backcountry

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) backcountry areas provide top-quality fish and wildlife habitat and
exceptional hunting and fishing, thereby benefiting American sportsmen as well as our nation’s economy.
Therefore, we the undersigned hunting and fishing dependent businesses believe that the BLM must conserve
backcountry areas to accomplish the following:

Sustain Public Lands Hunting and Fishing: Sportsmen not only need access to public lands, they need desirable
places to hunt and fish after they park their vehicles and head to the fields, forests and waters. From subalpine
basins to stream banks, BLM backcountry lands provide world-class hunting and fishing accessible to every
American regardless of means. We need to ensure these areas remain intact and full of great fish and wildlife
habitat to maximize sporting opportunities for current and future generations of hunters and anglers.

Stand up for Outdoor-Related Businesses: America’s $646 billion per year outdoor recreation-based economy is one
of the nation’s most stable sources of economic growth. Conscientious backcountry management can maintain
strong economic engines in rural communities and sustain stable jobs associated with hunting, fishing and other
outdoor recreation. Businesses that provide services and products to sportsmen — everything from guide and
outfitter services to sporting goods stores, taxidermists, motels, grocery stores and gas stations — are the lifeblood
of many rural communities. Responsible administration of America’s backcountry can secure a profitable future for
outdoor-dependent industries.

Support High-Quality Habitat: BLM backcountry lands provide important habitat for big-game and upland bird
populations and, consequently, outstanding public lands hunting opportunities for American sportsmen. The
headwater streams and rivers that flow through the backcountry shelter wild trout and salmon and attract
recreational anglers who travel from across the country to ply these healthy waters. Too much development and
too many roads can reduce fish and wildlife habitat quantity and quality, increase disturbance, impair spawning
grounds, and may result in reduced fish and wildlife populations, shorter hunting seasons, reduced bag limits and
diminished hunting and fishing opportunities. Ultimately, backcountry areas offer some of the best remaining
hunting and fishing available on public lands in the United States.

American sporting businesses are “banking on BLM backcountry.” We request that the U.S. Department of the
Interior and Bureau of Land Management safeguard our BLM hunting and fishing legacy by conserving high-value
backcountry lands.

Sincerely,
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