Final
WILD AND SCENIC RIVER ELIGIBILITY REPORT
LEWISTOWN FIELD OFFICE, MONTANA

June 2010
Prepared for:
US Department of Interior, Bureau of Land Management
Lewistown Field Office
920 NE Main Street
Lewiston, Montana 59497
Prepared by:  Ecosystem Management Inc.

4004 Carlisle Blvd, Suite C-1
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107



Final Wild and Scenic River Eligibility Report

For

Lewistown Field Office

June 2010

Final Wild and Scenic River Eligibility Report

Lewistown Field Office, Montana - June 2010 Page ii



Table of Contents

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ....ccutiittuuiiiienniiernnnnenereeresnesessnnnessssssssssesnnnnns ES-1
1.0 INTRODUCTION..... : 1
L1 PROJECE ATCA wuvevveteeeticeceeteste et ss s ee s es s s e e 1
1.2 Why Conduct an Eligibility Study and WhY NOW? ....cvuvevveveeeeeeeeeoeeoeoeoeeeoeoeoeoeoeoeoo 1
1.3 Steps in the Wild and Scenic Study PrOCESS .........cveveeeeereeereerereseses oo 3
13,1 BIGIDIIEY PIASE suuescosssosmsssssssses suissmmsensvoress v pesmsssnessststssesssrsssts ssiosiasisonsnseemesmesmmeesss 3
1.3.2 SUtability PRASE .....ccoeeeriererrireieteecteiccetcsceeeeeeeeeeesesses s s e e e 5
2.0 IDENTIFICATION METHODOLOGY AND RESULTS 6
2.1 Methods and Criteria Used to Identify River and Stream Segments ..................ooooooon.... 6
2.1.1 Geographic Information SYStEMS..........c.euvecuieeemeeeeseeseseesesesesesese e seeeeeeeseseeseesenees 6
2.1.2 BLM Résource Interdisciplinary Team........c.ccveueeeuruevecectieieseeeee e 6
2.1.3 INfOrmational SOUICES..........c.veuevrurerernrsrrseeaesssseeeeasesesesesseessessesessesieses s eene 6
2.1.4 Other AENCIES ......vueueecereeenririnensiesses s ssssssasseesesaseessessssasesses s sessse e e e 7
2.1.5 PUDHC INPUL ...ttt sasnesseses e e e 7
2.2 Identification RESUIS.......c.ccecuvevreureerineiesesessestesse s seensssessessessesesess s 7
3.0 ELIGIBILITY...ccccetierenrenennnnnen. 8
3.1 Initial Screening 8
3.2 Further EVAIUBHON ....cuussiiiismmmmmmnmnmmmsssssssnssssossssansensssssasssnssssssssssisnssssssossamensbassessonmons 8

3.3 Eligibility FINAINgS. ......cccuvuueiiiiieeiiiiiee e ©
4.0 LIST OF PREPARERS.......... 39

5.0 REFERENCES 40

Final Wild and Scenic River Eligibility Report
Lewistown Field Office, Montana - June 2010 Page iii



LIST OF APPENDICES

APPENAIX A ...t e e, 42
APPEIAIX B cucvviiiiiiinieeiitreite st ene et e et s et 45
APPENAIX C o 46
APPENAIX D oo 47
LIST OF FIGURES

Figure 1 — Planning Area Map ...........co.uvvommeeeeveeeoonoeeeeeeeeooseeseseooosseooooooooooooooeoeooooooe 2
Figure 2 - Wild and Scenic Rivers Eligibility Process Flow Chart.........ooooooooooooooooo 4

ELIGIBLE RIVER SEGMENT MAPS

Map 1 - Blindhorse Creek, NF & SF Blindhorse Creek, Rinker Creek ........ovvvvveeenonin, 26
Map 2 — Cutrock Creek .......oueiiiiirniieiieeeieie e 27
Map 3 — Edwards Creek, NF & SF Deep Creek .............ccoveeeeeeeeoeeeoooooeo 28
Map 4 — Frenchy Gulch, Pamburn Creek, NF Teton RiVeT ........c..oeveeveeooeeeoo 29
Map 5 — MF Dearborn RIVET ........ccoouveemiiiieieniii e eeeeee e 30
Map 6 — Missouri River (1 0f 3 mMaps) ...........ccevueiiiureeeeereeeeeeeeoeoeee 31

Map 7 — Missouri River (2 0f 3 Maps) .......c..ccovuiiiiieeeeoeeeeeeoeeoooe 32
Map 8 — Missouri River (3 0f 3 maps) «.....c.coouveivieeeeereeoeeeeeeee oo 33
Map 9 —NF & SF Sheep Creek ..........ccuvuuiivuiieiieeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeoeeeeeooooe 34

Map 10 — NF and SF StCKNEY CIeek ............eeoveeeeeeseeeeeeeeeoeoseeoooo 35

Map 11 — Sun River S;égment b commonisnns i35 hmmaemmsior s £ 4 ¥ s o me 5 5 SRS » mmmmns 5w 36
Map 12 — Sun River Segment 2 (1 0f 2 MaPs) ......vvvvveeeeeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeee 37
Map 13 — Sun River Segment 2 (2 of 2 IMAPS) +eviietiitiieeeee et e e, 38

Final Wild and Scenic River Eligibility Report
Lewistown Field Office, Montana - June 2010 Page iv



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Introduction

The United States Department of the Interior (USDI), Bureau of Land Management (BLM),
Lewistown Field Office (LFO) has completed the eligibility phase of a wild and scenic rivers
(WSR) study as part of its Resource Management Plan (RMP) revision process. This study
looked only at BLM-administered public surface lands along streams and rivers. Private, State
and other federally administered lands were not part of this study. All streams containing BLM
shoreline were reviewed to determine if they were free-flowing and contained sufficient values
to be studied. Once the initial segments were identified, standard criteria were applied to
determine the eligibility of each segment. This report describes the methodology and process
used to identify river segments, assess their eligibility, and for eligible segments, assign a
preliminary classification.

Key Findings

Out of the 78 segments identified and evaluated, 37 segments were identified for intensive study.
From these, 18 segments were determined eligible for suitability study because they were free-
flowing and possessed one or more outstandingly remarkable values:

e Blind Horse Creek

e Cutrock Creek

e FEdwards Creek

e Frenchy Gulch

e Middle Fork Dearborn River
e Missouri River

e North Fork Blindhorse Creek
e North Fork Deep Creek

e North Fork Sheep Creek

e North Fork Stickney Creek

e North Fork Teton River

e Pambrum Creek

e Rinker Creek

e South Fork Blindhorse Creek
e South Fork Sheep Creek

e South Fork Stickney Creek

e Sun River Segment 1

e Sun River Segment 2

Next Step

This report presents the final eligibility determinations. The next step in the WSR process is to
determine suitability of the eligible segments. The BLM will be completing the suitability phase
during the RMP revision process.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Lewistown Field Office (LFO) has completed the
eligibility phase of a wild and scenic rivers (WSR) study as part of their Resource Management
Plan (RMP) revision process. The BLM examined river and stream segments within the LFO
planning area. Only those segments that either pass through or are bordered by BLM-
administered public lands were evaluated. Private, State and other federally administered lands
were not part of this study.

All streams containing BLM shoreline were reviewed to determine if they were free-flowing
and contained sufficient values to be studied. Once the initial segments were identified,
standard criteria were applied to determine the eligibility of each segment. This report describes
the methodology and process used to identify river segments, assess their eligibility, and for
eligible segments, assign a preliminary classification.

1.1  PROJECT AREA

The project area for this study included BLM public lands in west-central Montana
administered by the LFO (Figure 1) in Pondera, Teton, Lewis and Clark, Cascade, Meagher
and White Sulphur Springs Counties. The LFO has not previously conducted a comprehensive
eligibility study in this planning area.

1.2 'WHY CONDUCT AN ELIGIBILITY STUDY AND WHY NOW?

Congress enacted the Wild and Scenic River Act (WSR Act) on October 2, 1968 to provide a
national policy for preserving and protecting selected rivers and river segments in their free-
flowing condition for the benefit of present and future generations. Section 5(d)(1) of the WSR
Act) (Public Law 90-542; 16 US Code 12711287) directs federal agencies to consider potential
wild and scenic rivers in their planning processes. To fulfill this requirement, the BLM
inventories and evaluates rivers when it develops or revises an RMP for public lands in a
specified area.

A WSR study process is composed of two main components: the eligibility phase and the
suitability phase. The eligibility phase is conducted during the data gathering stage of the RMP
and the suitability phase is done during the formulation of the draft and proposed RMP.

This WSR eligibility study is being conducted in anticipation of revising the RMP.

m
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Figure 1 — Planning Area
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1.3 STEPS IN THE WILD AND SCENIC STUDY PROCESS
1.3.1 Eligibility Phase
River and Stream Identification

At this point, the LFO has only conducted the eligibility phase of the WSR process. The
eligibility phase was conducted in accordance with BLM Manual 8351, Wild and Scenic
Rivers—Policy and Program Direction for Identification, Evaluation, and Management (BLM
1992) and The Wild and Scenic River Study Process technical report (Interagency Wild and
Scenic Rivers Coordinating Council 1999). An overview of the WSR eligibility process is
shown in Figure 2.

The purpose of the eligibility phase is to identify eligible river and stream segments and assign
tentative classifications. The agency is directed to consider a wide variety of internal and
external sources to identify potentially eligible rivers. The goal is to avoid overlooking river
segments which have potential for inclusion in the national system. Once river segments are
identified, the BLM applies standard criteria to determine eligibility. To be eligible a river
‘segment must be free-flowing and possess at least one river-related value considered
outstandingly remarkable. Free-flowing is defined by the WSR Act as “existing or flowing in
natural condition without impoundment, diversion, straightening, rip-rapping, or other
modification of the waterway.” The existence of small dams, diversion works or other minor
structures at time the river segment is being considered shall not automatically disqualify it for
consideration. The specific criteria for outstandingly remarkable values (ORV) are listed in

Appendix A.

A river study area extends the length of the identified river segment and includes the river area,
its immediate environment, and shall include (or total) an average of no more than 320 acres per
mile from the ordinary high-water mark on both sides of the river. The planning team should
outline a preliminary or proposed boundary, usually 0.25-mile on either side of the river.

Assign Tentative Classification

If the eligibility phase determines segments to be eligible, the BLM shall assign a tentative
classification and management measures needed to ensure appropriate protection of the values
supporting the eligibility and classification determinations. Appendix B displays the tentative
classification criteria. There are three classes for rivers designated under the WSR Act: Wild,
Scenic, and Recreational. Classes are based on the type and degree of human development and
access associated with the river and adjacent lands at the time of the eligibility determination.
The classification does not reflect the types of values present along a river segment. The
classification assigned during the eligibility phase is tentative. Final classification is a
congressional legislative determination, along with designation of a river segment as part of the
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System (NWSRS).

m
— e e————————
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Wild and Scenic Rivers Eligibility Process Flow Chart
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Protective Management

River segments determined to be eligible are afforded interim protective management until a
suitability study is completed. Appendix C describes the interim protection standards for
cligible segments. As stated in Washington Office Instructional Memorandum WO-IM 2004-
196, Clarification of Policy in the BLM Manual 8351, Wild and Scenic Rivers, with

respect to Eligibility Criteria and Protective Management, the BLM’s policy is to protect any
ORYVs identified in the eligibility determination process to assure a decision on suitability can
be made (BLM 2004). The BLM has broad discretionary authority to not impact river values or
make decisions that might lead to a determination of eligibility. It is the BLM’s policy to
manage and protect the free-flowing character, tentative classification, and identified ORVs of
eligible rivers according to the decisions in the associated RMP. This protection occurs at the
point of eligibility determination, so as not to adversely constrain the suitability assessment or
subsequent recommendation to Congress.

1.3.2 Suitability Phase

The purpose of the suitability phase is to determine whether eligible river segments are suitable
or not for inclusion in the NWSRS per the criteria of the WSR Act. The suitability evaluation
does not result in actual designation but only a suitability determination for designation. The
BLM cannot administratively designate a stream via a planning decision or other agency
decision into the NWSRS, and no segment studied is or will be automatically designated as part
of the NWSRS. Only Congress can designate a wild and scenic river. In some instances, the
Secretary of Interior may designate a wild and scenic river when the governor of a state, under
certain conditions, petitions for a river to be designated. Members of Congress will ultimately
choose the legislative language if any suitable segments are presented to them. Water-protection
strategies and measures to meet the purposes of the WSR Act will be the responsibility of
Congress in any legislation proposed. Rivers found not suitable would be dropped from further
consideration and managed according to the objectives outlined in the RMP. The suitability
phase has not been conducted and is not part of this report. The BLM will be completing the
suitability phase for all streams determined to be eligible, during the RMP revision process.

é
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2.0 IDENTIFICATION METHODOLOGY AND RESULTS

This section describes the methodology implemented to identify river and stream segments to
be evaluated for eligibility. The methods used to identify river and stream segments are those
described in BLM Manual 8351, Wild and Scenic Rivers—Policy and Program Direction for
Identification, Evaluation, and Management (BLM 1992).

21  METHODS AND CRITERIA USED TO IDENTIFY RIVER AND STREAM
SEGMENTS

All rivers that may have potential for WSR designation were identified and evaluated. Care was
taken to avoid overlooking any river segment located on BLM-administered lands. To
accomplish this, the BLM relied on several sources, including geographic information systems
data, LFO resource specialists, informational sources, other agencies, and public input. The
result was a comprehensive list of river and stream segments to be considered. Below is a
description of the methods used to gather information from the aforementioned sources.

2.1.1 Geographic Information System

The geographic information system (GIS) used for this study integrated BLM and United States
Geological Survey (USGS) data to compile and analyze stream information. Stream data was
intersected with land ownership to generate a list of streams that contain shoreline administered
by BLM. The BLM and USGS stream databases were compared to assure the study considered
all segments within the planning area. The GIS was also used measure segment distances and
prepare report maps.

2.1.2 BLM Resource Specialist Team

The BLM resource specialist team consisted of nine resource specialists from the field office
and five resource specialists from Ecosystem Management, Inc (contractor). The team reviewed
the initial geographic information systems table with the purpose of identifying all the segments
that potentially contained ORVs (described in Section 3). These segments were then further
evaluated for eligibility.

2.1.3 Informational Sources

The BLM used a number of informational sources and publications to identify potential river
and stream segments. These sources included:

* Nationwide Rivers Inventory (National Park Service 2006);

* Outstanding Rivers List (American Rivers 1991);

* Published guidebooks, regional guides, and inventories; and
. * River segments identified in other management plans.

m
_— R R
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2.1.4 Other Agencies

Additional information was gathered from other federal and state agencies from existing
documents and applicable rivers lists on the Internet. The following other sources were used to
identify potentially eligible rivers:

® Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks databases;
e Forest Management Plans and Wild and Scenic Rivers Eligibility Studies from the
Lewis and Clark and Helena National Forests.

The planning area adjoins both the Lewis and Clark and Helena National Forests. Both forests
were contacted and the most current information from their Forest Plans was reviewed. The
Helena National Forest completed a wild and scenic river eligibility study in 1988 and the
Lewis and Clark National Forest in 1987. There were no eligible river segments on either Forest
that were contiguous with river segments on BLM land within the planning area.

2.1.5 Public Input

Information from this report will be used during the scoping process for the Lewistown RMP
revision which is not yet scheduled.

2.2° IDENTIFICATION RESULTS

The identification of river and stream segments evaluated for potential eligibility included 37
individual river segments within the LFO planning area. Appendix D — Lewistown Field
Office Rivers and Streams Analyzed for Eligibility presents the results from the
identification effort. Rivers and streams not listed in Appendix D either did not meet the
minimum length criteria or were determined not to contain any ORVs. -
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3.0 ELIGIBILITY

3.1  Initial Screening and Identification

Initial screening and identification efforts resulted in a list of 37 river segments that were
carried forward for further consideration in the eligibility study process. Appendix D —
Lewistown Field Office Rivers and Streams Analyzed for Eligibility presents the results. Rivers
and streams not listed were dropped because they did not meet the minimum length

3.2 Further Evaluation

The segments above were plotted on BLM 1:100,000 Surface Management Maps and
measured. Based on the eight ORV categories, a list of potential values was developed for each
segment. For each value of each segment, information was developed then compared with
similar values outside the general region and evaluated against the ORYV criteria (Appendix A).
The BLM resource specialists conducted this review for each of their areas of expertise using
their knowledge, available inventory information and publications. A team review for all
segments was conducted on three separate occasions to assure the information was accurate and
met the criteria of the study. Eighteen of the 44 segments evaluated were determined eligible
because they contained one or more ORVs. A complete list of all segments and the resource
values that were evaluated is found in Appendix D. This appendix displays all the resource
values that were evaluated, whether they did or did not meet the ORV criteria and the rationale
for the determination.

3.3  Eligibility Findings

The resource specialists identified 18 river segments that contain one or more ORVs and are
determined eligible for study:

e Blind Horse Creek

e Cutrock Creek

e Edwards Creek

e Frenchy Gulch

e Middle Fork Dearborn River
e Missouri River

e North Fork Blindhorse Creek
® North Fork Deep Creek

® North Fork Sheep Creek

® North Fork Stickney Creek
e North Fork Teton River

e Pambrum Creek

e Rinker Creek

Final Wild and Scenic River Eligibility Report
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e South Fork Blindhorse Creek
e South Fork Sheep Creek

e South Fork Stickney Creek

e Sun River Segment 1

e Sun River segment 2

Blind Horse Creek

Free Outstandingly Remarkable Values Tentative Total BLM
Flowing . Classification | Segment Segment
- Length Length
| - S | (Miles) (Miles)

S| 8 0| o | = S

N -% E.: o b

2lE|S|.|E|5|E|s|l=]|2|t

S| 8| 3|=2|Z|2|=|E|lZ|38] 8

@2 | & |O|&|B|IE|O|(O|B|& |~
Yes X X 0.4 0.4

River Segment Location and General Description: The Blindhorse Creek Segment (Map 1,
page 26) is located in Teton County along the Rocky Mountain Front approximately 24 miles
northwest of Choteau, Montana. This segment is a tributary to Clark Fork Creek. Public access
is non-motorized from either the Lewis and Clark National Forest or the Blackleaf State
Wildlife Management Area.

Reasons for Tentative Classification: This segment has been tentatively classified as wild. It
is free of impoundments. The segment corridor is essentially primitive with no or little evidence
of human activity. There are no roads leading to, crossing or paralleling the corridor. Livestock
grazing is present and there is no evidence of past or ongoing timber harvest.

Description of Outstandingly Remarkable Values:

Scenic Values: This segment is within the Rocky Mountain Front which is one of Montana’s
premier landscapes. Massive mountain peaks, benches and escarpments combine with flowing
water and diverse vegetation to form dramatic landscapes. The scenic quality rating is Class A,
which is BLM’s classification for most valued scenery. '

m
Bl —
Final Wild and Scenic River Eligibility Report

Lewistown Field Office, Montana - June 2010 Page 9




Cutrock Creek

Free Outstandingly Remarkable Values Tentative Total BLM
Flowing Classification | Segment | Segment
- Length Length
o | — g (Miles) (Miles)
S| S - =
s | & S|g|E &
Fl e8| |Z|8|2|5|=|2)8
S| 3|2|E|&|2|Elg]|38]|38
@2 | & |QO|&|BF|B|O|O|5|& |~
Yes X X 12 1.2

River Segment Location and General Description: The Cutrock Creek Segment (Map 2,
page 27) is located in Lewis and Clark County along the Rocky Mountain Front approximately
30 miles southwest of Choteau, Montana. This segment is a tributary to North Fork Willow
Creek. Non-motorized public access is from the Sun River State Wildlife Management Area
that adjoins the BLM parcel on the north.

Reasons for Tentative Classification: This segment has been tentatively classified as wild. It
is free of impoundments. The segment corridor is essentially primitive with no or little evidence
of human activity. There are no roads leading to, crossing or paralleling the corridor. Livestock
grazing is present and there is no evidence of past or ongoing timber harvest.

Description of Outstandingly Remarkable Values:

Scenic Values: This segment is within the Rocky Mountain Front which is one of Montana’s

- premier landscapes. Massive mountain peaks, benches and escarpments combine with flowing
water and diverse vegetation to form dramatic landscapes. The scenic quality rating is Class A,
which is BLM’s classification for most valued scenery.

Edwards Creek
Free Outstandingly Remarkable Values Tentative Total BLM
Flowing Classification | Segment | Segment
_ Length Length
o | = - (Miles) (Miles)
S| 8 — 2
N ot qd_)' .2 < N
2|82 =& 5| & 2| 3
S| 5|3 =|2B|S|&2|8|l=2|%| 5
38| es|=2|Z|2|B2|E|lZT]| 8] 8
@ | HA|O|&|B|IE|O|O|E|a |
Yes X X 1.8 1.8

River Segment Location and General Description: The Edwards Creek Segment (Map 3,
page 28) is located in Teton County along the Rocky Mountain Front approximately 24 miles
mﬁ_
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west of Choteau, Montana. Edwards Creek originates within the Lewis and Clark National
Forest and flows east through BLM before its confluence with South Fork Willow Creek.
Public access is non-motorized from the Lewis and Clark National F orest.

Reasons for Tentative Classification: This segment has been tentatively classified as scenic.
It is free of impoundments. The segment appears largely primitive and undeveloped with no
substantial evidence of human activities.

Description of Outstandingly Remarkable Values:

Scenic Values: This segment is within the Rocky Mountain Front which is one of Montana’s

premier landscapes. Massive mountain peaks, benches and escarpments combine with flowing
water and diverse vegetation to form dramatic landscapes. The scenic quality rating is Class A,
which is BLM’s classification for most valued scenery.

Frenchy Guich

Free Outstandingly Remarkable Values Tentative Total BLM
Flowing Classification | Segment Segment
- Length Length
o | = (Miles) (Miles)

2 3 o) o | = '8

= | & = | o =

fle|2|a|ZB|8|E|8]|=]|g|s

Sl s|e|l2|E|2|R|E|lZ|8]|38

®w | KO |&|B|EB|O|O|B|d |~
Yes X X 0.8 0.8

River Segment Location and General Description: The Frenchy Gulch Segment (Map 4,
page 29) is located in the Rocky Mountain Front in Teton County approximately 24 miles west
of Choteau, Montana. Frenchy Gulch originates on the Lewis and Clark National Forest,
flowing east to its confluence with Clark Fork Creek. Public access is non-motorized from the
Lewis and Clark National Forest.

Reasons for Tentative Classification: This segment has been tentatively classified as wild. It
is free of impoundments. There are no roads leading to, paralleling or crossing the segment on
BLM land. There is a primitive road that crosses the middle of stream corridor on private land.
Otherwise the segment appears essentially primitive and undeveloped with no little or no
evidence of human activities.

Description of Outstandingly Remarkable Values:
Scenic Values: This segment is within the Rocky Mountain Front which is one of Montana’s

premier landscapes. Massive mountain peaks, benches and escarpments combine with flowing
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water and diverse vegetation to form dramatic landscapes. The scenic quality rating is Class A,
which is BLM’s classification for most valued scenery.

Middle Fork Dearborn River

Free Outstandingly Remarkable Values Tentative Total BLM
Flowing Classification | Segment | Segment
Length Length

(Miles) (Miles)

Recreation
Geological
Fish
Wildlife
Historic
Cultural
Other
Scenic

Wild

| Recreational

»| Scenic

Yes 1.8 1.8

River Segment Location and General Description: The Middle Fork Dearborn River
Segment (Map 5, page 30) is located in the Rocky Mountain Front in Lewis and Clark County
within a mile of the continental divide at Rogers Pass. The river originates within the Helena
National Forest a short distance upstream of the BLM segment. It flows north, then east toward
its confluence with the Dearborn River. Public access to the segment is from Highway 200.

Reasons for Tentative Classification: This segment has been tentatively classified as
recreational. It is free of impoundments. The segment corridor is readily accessible from State
Highway 200 which parallels in close proximity to the entire segment length.

Description of Outstandingly Remarkable Values:

Scenic Values: This segment begins a little over a mile from the continental divide and flows
north through outstanding high elevation scenery that is part of the Rocky Mountain Front, one
of Montana’s premier landscapes. Massive mountain peaks, benches and escarpments combine
with flowing water and diverse vegetation to form dramatic landscapes. The scenic quality
rating is Class A, which is BLM’s classification for most valued scenery.

-———*m_—;ﬁ_ﬁ__—___
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Missouri River

Free Outstandingly Remarkable Values Tentative Total BLM
Flowing Classification | Segment Segment
Length Length

(Miles) (Miles)

Geological
Wildlife
Historic
Cultural
Other
Scenic

Wild

Fish
> | Recreational

110.0 4.7

> | Scenic
»| Recreation

Yes

River Segment Location and General Description: The Missouri River Segment (Maps 6-8,
pages 31-33) is located in Lewis and Clark and Cascade Counties approximately 40 miles
southwest of Great Falls, Montana. Portions of the Missouri River downstream of Great Falls
are designated WSR. This segment is comprised of seven separate BLM parcels that vary in
size from 320 acres to less than 10 acres. Public access is from I-15 and numerous county
roads.

Reasons for Tentative Classification: This segment has been tentatively classified as
recreational. It is free of impoundments. It is readily accessible from I-15 which follows the
entire segment. There are also numerous county roads that provide access to the river. Several
BLM parcels have been developed to provide river access. The setting along the river corridor
between BLM parcels is semi-developed with scattered homes.

Description of Outstandingly Remarkable Values:

Scenic Values: The clear, clean water of the river, the variety of rich colors in the riparian zone
and the mixture of timbered canyon walls and prominent massive rock outcrops all combine to
provide outstandingly remarkable scenery.

Recreational Values: This segment of the Missouri River provides outstanding recreational
opportunities that attract visitors from outside the state. Opportunities include floatboating,
fishing and wildlife viewing. For this portion of the Missouri River, Montana F ish, Wildlife and
Park rates the river as an “outstanding fisheries resource value”. This segment produces some of
the highest numbers of fish (trout) caught per mile along and the most angler days of any
portion of the Missouri River.
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North Fork Blind Horse Creek

Free Outstandingly Remarkable Values Tentative Total BLM
Flowing Classification | Segment Segment
Length Length

(Miles) (Miles)

Recreation
Geological
Fish

Wildlife
Historic
Cultural
Other
Scenic
Recreational

»| Scenic

>| Wild

2.3 2.3

Yes

River Segment Location and General Description: The North Fork Blindhorse Creek
Segment (Map 1, page 26) is located in the Rocky Mountain Front in Teton County
approximately 24 miles northwest of Choteau, Montana. North Fork Blindhorse Creek
originates on the Lewis and Clark National Forest, flowing east to its confluence with
Blindhorse Creek. Public access is non-motorized from the Lewis and Clark National Forest.

Reasons for Tentative Classification: This segment has been tentatively classified as scenic.
It is free of impoundments. There is one road leading to the segment corridor that parallels
within % mile of the shoreline for approximately ¥ mile. The segment appears largely primitive
and undeveloped with no substantial evidence of human activities. Livestock grazing is evident
but the riparian appears natural.

Description of Outstandingly Remarkable Values:

Scenic Values: This segment is within the Rocky Mountain Front which is one of Montana’s
premier landscapes. Massive mountain peaks, benches and escarpments combine with flowing
water and diverse vegetation to form dramatic landscapes. The scenic quality rating is Class A,
which is BLM’s classification for most valued scenery.

North Fork Deep Creek
Free Outstandingly Remarkable Values Tentative Total BLM
Flowing Classification | Segment Segment
— Length Length
o | - = (Miles) (Miles)
S| § - =
AR g|e|E 5
SlE|2|=|Z|8|E|58]|l=|F]|2
3| 8| 8 |=2|=2|l2|3|E]= | 3
@?| K| |O| R |B|E|OC|O|B|a |~
Yes X X 1.6 1.6
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River Segment Location and General Description: The North Fork Deep Creek Segment
(Map 3, page 28) is located in Teton County along the Rocky Mountain Front approximately 24
miles west of Choteau, Montana. North Fork Deep Creek originates within the Lewis and Clark
National Forest and flows east through BLM before its confluence with Deep Creek. Public
access is non-motorized from the Lewis and Clark National Forest.

Reasons for Tentative Classification: This segment has been tentatively classified as wild. It
is free of impoundments. The segment corridor is essentially primitive with no or little evidence
of human activity. There are no roads leading to, crossing or paralleling the corridor. Livestock
grazing is present but the riparian vegetation appears natural. There is no evidence of past or
ongoing timber harvest.

Description of Outstandingly Remarkable Values:

Scenic Values: This segment is within the Rocky Mountain Front which is one of Montana’s
premier landscapes. Massive mountain peaks, benches and escarpments combine with flowing
water and diverse vegetation to form dramatic landscapes. The scenic quality rating is Class A,
which is BLM’s classification for most valued scenery.

North Fork Sheep Creek
Free Outstandingly Remarkable Values Tentative Total BLM
Flowing Classification | Segment Segment
. Length Length
- = (Miles) (Miles)
S S . =
= = & 2 = g
2| 8 & = 5| 5| & 2| 8
= e lagalBlel 2l E2lE = =
3| 8|8 |=2|=2|l2|3|E|=E 8| 3
@ | |QO|&|B|E|O|O|B|a |~
Yes X X 24 1.5

River Segment Location and General Description: The North Fork Sheep Creek Segment
(Map 9, page 34) is located in Cascade County in area known as Devils Kitchen approximately
40 miles southwest of Great Falls, Montana. North Fork Sheep Creek originates on private land
and flows northwest through two BLM parcels before its confluence with Sheep Creek. There is
no public access to the segment.

Reasons for Tentative Classification: This segment has been tentatively classified as scenic.
It is free of impoundments. The segment corridor is largely primitive and undeveloped with no
substantial evidence of human activity. Livestock grazing is present as evidenced by significant
trails that cross and parallel the stream in some areas however the riparian corridor is in good
condition. There is no ongoing timber harvest and there are no roads or trails that reach or cross
the river corridor. ‘

m

Final Wild and Scenic River Eligibility Report
Lewistown Field Office, Montana - June 2010 Page 15




Description of Outstandingly Remarkable Values:

Scenic Values: This segment originates and flows through an area of faults known as Devils
Kitchen. The combination of massive outcrops, deeply incised canyons, coniferous timber and
flowing water produces outstanding scenery. The scenic quality rating is Class A, which is
BLM’s classification for most valued scenery.

North Fork Stickney Creek

Free Outstandingly Remarkable Values Tentative Total BLM
Flowing Classification | Segment Segment
Length Length

(Miles) (Miles)

Recreation
Geological
Fish
Wildlife
Historic
Cultural
Other
Recreational

Wild
> | Scenic

2.5 2.0

| Scenic

Yes

River Segment Location and General Description: The North Fork Stickney Creek Segment
(Map 10, page 35) is located in Cascade County in area known as Devils Kitchen
approximately 40 miles southwest of Great Falls, Montana. North Fork Stickney Creek
originates on BLM land and flows west through two BLM parcels before its confluence with
Stickney Creek. There is no public access to the segment.

Reasons for Tentative Classification: This segment has been tentatively classified as scenic. It
is free of impoundments. The segment corridor is largely primitive and undeveloped with no
substantial evidence of human activity. Livestock grazing is present as evidenced by significant
trails that cross and parallel the stream in some areas however the riparian corridor is in good
condition. There is no ongoing timber harvest and there are no roads or trails that reach or cross
the river corridor.

Description of Outstandingly Remarkable Values:

Scenic Values: This segment originates and flows through an area of faults known as Devils
Kitchen. The combination of massive outcrops, deeply incised canyons, coniferous timber and
flowing water produces outstanding scenery. The scenic quality rating is Class A, which is
BLM’s classification for most valued scenery.

m
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North Fork Teton River

Free Outstandingly Remarkable Values Tentative Total BLM
Flowing Classification | Segment | Segment
Length Length

(Miles) (Miles)

Geological
Wildlife
Historic
Cultural
Other
Scenic

Wild

| Scenic

> | Recreation
| Fish

| Recreational

Yes 0.3 0.3

River Segment Location and General Description: The North Fork Teton River Segment
(Map 4, page 29) is located in the Rocky Mountain Front in Teton County approximately 24
miles west of Choteau, Montana. The North Fork Teton River originates within the Lewis and
Clark National Forest and flows east through an 80-acre BLM parcel before entering the Teton
River. Public access is from the Teton Canyon Road.

Reasons for Tentative Classification: This segment has been tentatively classified as
recreational. It is free of impoundments. Immediately north of the BLM parcel is a well
maintained gravel county road creating appearance of substantial human activities.

Scenic Values: This segment is within the Rocky Mountain Front which is one of Montana’s
premier landscapes. Massive mountain peaks, benches and escarpments combine with flowing
water and diverse vegetation to form dramatic landscapes. The scenic quality rating is Class A,
which is BLM’s classification for most valued scenery.

Recreational Values: The area has the potential to attract visitors outside the region because it
is near the road to the ski lodge.

Fish Values: North Fork Teton River supports a genetically pure population of Westslope
Cutthroat trout (WCT). Although the WCT is not listed with the US Fish & Wildlife Service
under the Threatened and Endangered Species Act, both the BLM and the USFS list it as a
sensitive species and the State of Montana has designated it a Fish of Special Concern. The
WCT and the Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout are the two native cutthroats in the state and are co-
designated as the Montana state fish. The historical range of the WCT is western Montana and
the upper Missouri River drainage. WCT have been reduced in numbers because of the habitat
degradation and hybridization with other non-native fish. Habitat loss and alteration is always
the number one problem encountered with native fish. WCT cannot compete with non-native
trout where habitat is limited. Brook Trout will rule a steam once they have been allowed
access. WCT hybridize with the introduced rainbow trout which reduces the purity of the stock.
WCT are now limited to the upper reaches of small perennial headwater streams.

ﬁ
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Pamburn Creek

Free Outstandingly Remarkable Values Tentative Total BLM
Flowing Classification | Segment Segment
. Length Length
g | = s (Miles) (Miles)

S| S — =

~ opt QQ_)' .2 < p =

2| 3| & = 5| 5| = CHR:

Sl 5|3 |la|lB|lE8lE2l8l= E )

5 -Zj I .E = - oy
2| Z|o|E|B|E|S|S|E|&|&
Yes X X 2.4 0.5

River Segment Location and General Description: The Pamburn creek Segment (Map 4,
page 29) is located in the Rocky Mountain Front in Teton County approximately 24 miles west
of Choteau, Montana. Pamburn Creek originates on BLM land and flows south to its confluence
with the North Fork Teton River. Public access is non-motorized from the Lewis and Clark
National Forest.

Reasons for Tentative Classification: This segment has been tentatively classified as scenic.
It is free of impoundments. There is one primitive road that parallels the entire segment within

less than ¥4 mile of the stream. Otherwise the segment appears largely primitive and

undeveloped with no substantial evidence of human activities except livestock grazing.

Description of Outstandingly Remarkable Values:

Scenic Values: This segment is within the Rocky Mountain Front which is one of Montana’s

premier landscapes. Massive mountain peaks, benches and escarpments combine with flowing
water and diverse vegetation to form dramatic landscapes. The scenic quality rating is Class A,
which is BLM’s classification for most valued scenery.

Rinker Creek
Free Outstandingly Remarkable Values Tentative Total BLM
Flowing Classification | Segment | Segment
— Length Length
= | - s (Miles) (Miles)
S| 8 = =
= " opmt L 2] o =
9| 8| & = | B 5| = 2| 8§
El5|ls| = |Z2|S|E2|8I=|%|5
o .E oy .2 = e =
A 2|0 |&|Z|E|0|8]|5 |8 |~
Yes X X 0.4 0.4

River Segment Location and General Description: : The Rinker Creek Segment (Map 4, |
page 29) is located in the Rocky Mountain Front in Teton County approximately 24 miles west

“
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of Choteau, Montana. Rinker Creek originates on BLM land and flows east through the
Blackfeet State Wildlife Management Area to its confluence with Muddy Creek. Public access
is non-motorized from either the Lewis and Clark National Forest or the Blackfeet State
Wildlife Management Area.

Reasons for Tentative Classification: This segment has been tentatively classified as scenic.
It is free of impoundments. The segment appears largely primitive and undeveloped with no
substantial evidence of human activities.

Description of Outstandingly Remarkable Values: This segment has been tentatively
classified as wild. It is free of impoundments. The segment corridor is essentially primitive with
no or little evidence of human activity. There are no roads leading to, crossing or paralleling the
corridor. Livestock grazing is present and there is no evidence of past or ongoing timber
harvest.

Scenic values: This segment is within the Rocky Mountain Front which is one of Montana’s
premier landscapes. Massive mountain peaks, benches and escarpments combine with flowing
water and diverse vegetation to form dramatic landscapes. The scenic quality rating is Class A,
which is BLM’s classification for most valued scenery.

South Fork Blind Horse Creek

Free Outstandingly Remarkable Values Tentative Total BLM
Flowing Classification | Segment Segment
Length Length

(Miles) (Miles)

Recreation
Geological
Fish

Wildlife
Historic
Cultural
Other
Scenic
Recreational

»| Scenic
> Wild

Yes 2.1 1.7

River Segment Location and General Description: The South Fork Blindhorse Creek
Segment (Map 1, page 26) is located in the Rocky Mountain Front in Teton County
approximately 24 miles northwest of Choteau, Montana. South Fork Blindhorse Creek
originates on the Lewis and Clark National Forest, flowing east to its confluence with
Blindhorse Creek. Public access is non-motorized from the Lewis and Clark National Forest.

Reasons for Tentative Classification: This segment has been tentatively classified as scenic.
It is free of impoundments. Near the upper end, one road crosses the segment, and parallels it a
short distance. Otherwise the segment appears largely primitive and undeveloped with no
substantial evidence of human activities.

“
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Description of Outstandingly Remarkable Values: This segment has been tentatively
classified as scenic. It is free of impoundments. The segment corridor is largely primitive and
undeveloped. There is one dirt road that crosses and parallels for a short the stream. Livestock
grazing is evident but the riparian vegetation appears natural. There is no evidence of past or
ongoing timber harvest. Overall, the segment corridor appears largely primitive and
undeveloped with no substantial evidence of human activities.

Scenic Values: This segment is within the Rocky Mountain Front which is one of Montana’s
premier landscapes. Massive mountain peaks, benches and escarpments combine with flowing
water and diverse vegetation to form dramatic landscapes. The scenic quality rating is Class A,
which is BLM’s classification for most valued scenery. '

South Fork Deep Creek

Free Outstandingly Remarkable Values Tentative Total BLM
Flowing Classification | Segment | Segment
Length Length

(Miles) (Miles)

Recreation
Geological
Wildlife
Historic
Cultural
Other
Recreational

| Scenic
Wild
> | Scenic

»<| Fish

Yes 1.8 1.8

River Segment Location and General Description: The South Fork Deep Creek Segment
(Map 3, page 28) is located in Teton County along the Rocky Mountain Front approximately 24
miles west of Choteau, Montana. North Fork Deep Creek originates within the Lewis and Clark
National Forest and flows east through BLM before its confluence with Deep Creek. Public
access is non-motorized from the Lewis and Clark National Forest.

Reasons for Tentative Classification: This segment has been tentatively classified as scenic.
It is free of impoundments. One road leads to the lower end of the segment and parallels in
close proximity to the stream for about % mile. Livestock grazing is evident but the riparian
vegetation appears natural. There is no evidence of past or ongoing timber harvest. Overall, the
segment appears largely primitive and undeveloped with no substantial evidence of human
activities.

Description of Outstandingly Remarkable Values:

Scenic Values: This segment is within the Rocky Mountain Front which is one of Montana’s
premier landscapes. Massive mountain peaks, benches and escarpments combine with flowing
water and diverse vegetation to form dramatic landscapes. The scenic quality rating is Class A,
which is BLM’s classification for most valued scenery.
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Fish Values: South Fork Deep Creek supports a genetically pure population of Westslope
Cutthroat trout (WCT). Although the WCT is not listed with the US Fish & Wildlife Service
under the Threatened and Endangered Species Act, both the BLM and the USFS list it as a
sensitive species and the State of Montana has designated it a Fish of Special Concern. The
WCT and the Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout are the two native cutthroats in the state and are co-
designated as the Montana state fish. The historical range of the WCT is western Montana and
the upper Missouri River drainage. WCT have been reduced in numbers because of the habitat
degradation and hybridization with other non-native fish. Habitat loss and alteration is always
the number one problem encountered with native fish. WCT cannot compete with non-native
trout where habitat is limited. Brook Trout will rule a steam once they have been allowed
access. WCT hybridize with the introduced rainbow trout which reduces the purity of the stock.
WCT are now limited to the upper reaches of small perennial headwater streams.

South Fork Sheep Creek

Free Outstandingly Remarkable Values Tentative Total BLM
Flowing Classification | Segment | Segment
— Length Length
g | - 3 (Miles) (Miles)

S| 8 — 2

o| 5|5 |&8|¢|F . | §

Bl 5|2 | a|B|E|E|E|l=|E|E8

S| 8| 8| Z2|Z 2|5 |8|F]|8|38

® | K |O|&|B|IE|O|O|B |a |

Yes X X 5.8 4.1

River Segment Location and General Description: The South Fork Sheep Creek Segment
(Map 9, page 34) is located in Cascade County in area known as Devils Kitchen approximately
40 miles southwest of Great Falls, Montana. South Fork Sheep Creek originates on BLM land
and flows northwest through five BLM parcels before its confluence with Sheep Creek. There is
no public access to the segment.

Reasons for Tentative Classification: This segment has been tentatively classified as scenic. It
is free of impoundments. The segment corridor is largely primitive and undeveloped with no
substantial evidence of human activity. Livestock grazing is present as evidenced by significant
trails that cross and parallel the stream in some areas however the riparian corridor is in good
condition. There is no ongoing timber harvest and there are no roads or trails that reach or cross
the river corridor. '

Description of Outstandingly Remarkable Values:

Scenic Values: This segment originates and flows through an area of faults known as Devils
Kitchen. The combination of massive outcrops, deeply incised canyons, coniferous timber and
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flowing water produces outstanding scenery. The scenic quality rating is Class A, which is
BLM’s classification for most valued scenery.

South Fork Stickney Creek

Free Outstandingly Remarkable Values Tentative Total BLM
Flowing Classification | Segment Segment
Length Length

(Miles) (Miles)

Recreation
Geological
Fish

Wildlife
Historic
Cultural
Other
Recreational

> | Scenic
Wild
| Scenic

Yes 1.5 1.2

River Segment Location and General Description: The South Fork Stickney Creek Segment
(Map 10, page 35) is located in Cascade County in area known as Devils Kitchen
approximately 40 miles southwest of Great Falls, Montana. South Fork Stickney Creek
originates on private land in the Devils Kitchen areas and flows west to its confluence with the
Stickney Creek. There is no public access to the segment.

Reasons for Tentative Classification: This segment has been tentatively classified as scenic.
It is free of impoundments. The segment corridor is largely primitive and undeveloped with no
substantial evidence of human activity. Livestock grazing is present as evidenced by significant
trails that cross and parallel the stream in some areas however the riparian corridor is in good
condition. There is no ongoing timber harvest and there are no roads or trails that reach or cross

the river corridor.

Description of Outstandingly Remarkable Values:

Scenic Values: This segment originates and flows through an area of faults known as Devils
Kitchen. The combination of massive rock outcrops, deeply incised canyons, coniferous timber
and flowing water produces outstanding scenery. The scenic quality rating is Class A, which is
BLM’s classification for most valued scenery.
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Sun River Segment 1

Free Outstandingly Remarkable Values Tentative Total BLM
Flowing Classification | Segment Segment
Length Length

(Miles) (Miles)

Geological
Wildlife
Historic
Other
Scenic

Wild

> | Scenic

»| Recreation
»| Fish

| Cultural

> | Recreational

Yes 37 1.7

River Segment Location and General Description: The Sun River segment (Map 11, page
36) forms part of the boundary between Teton and Lewis and Clark Counties near the Rocky
Mountain Front. The segment is approximately 24 miles west Choteau, Montana. The Sun
River originates within the Lewis and Clark National Forest, flowing east to its confluence with
the Missouri River. Public access to the segment is from the Sun Canyon Road.

Reasons for Tentative Classification: This segment has been tentatively classified as
recreational. It is free of impoundments. It is readily accessible from the Sun Canyon Road
which is a well maintained county road.

Description of Outstandingly Remarkable Values:

Scenic Values: This segment is within the Rocky Mountain Front which is one of Montana’s
premier landscapes. Massive mountain peaks, benches and escarpments combine with flowing
water and diverse vegetation to form dramatic landscapes. The scenic quality rating is Class A,
which is BLM’s classification for most valued scenery.

Recreational Values: The Sun River attracts recreational users from outside Montana.
Recreation opportunities are outstanding for fishing, floating, sightseeing and wildlife
observation. Anglers can fish for brown trout, rainbow trout, mountain whitefish and. walleye.
Visitors can view the dramatic Rocky Mountain Front landscape and have opportunities to see
grizzly bears.

Fish Values: Fluvial Arctic grayling occur in this segment. The USFWS has withdrawn the
fluvial Arctic grayling of the upper Missouri River system from the list of candidate species
being considered for protection because it does not constitute a distinct population. However,
BLM still considers this species sensitive. Montana has the only remaining population of
Arctic grayling in North America outside of Canada and Alaska (Vincent 1962). Currently
efforts are being made to restore the population in the Big Hole River system.

Cultural Values: This segment has a high density of unrecorded cultural sites related to
occupation and use by the Blackfeet. These sites are likely regionally, if not nationally,
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important for interpreting the occupation and use of the Blackfeet people in the Sun River
Valley. A recent Draft Historic Properties Management Plan prepared for the Gibson Dam
Hydroelectric Project summarizes the significance of the area. The Sun River Valley was an
important gathering site for various bands of the Blackfeet to reconnect and procure resources
unavailable in the prairie. The area contained many if not most of the Sundance sites,
supporting its importance as a gathering place. Camps were situated along the river to provide
and because of the presence of rare paint sources, medicines and medicinal springs. Expanding
the cultural significance of the area is that the Salish and Kutenai people occupied the area until
ousted by the Blackfeet.

Sun River Segment 2
Free Outstandingly Remarkable Values Tentative Total BLM
Flowing Classification | Segment Segment
_ Length Length
o | — s (Miles) (Miles)
'2 8 o -2
59 gl E. o |
El 5|2 | =B | 8|8 | &8|l=|E|%
S| 8| 3|2 |Z|2g|B|Slz| 8| 8
»w | |QO|&|B|IE|C|O|B|R |~
Yes X X X X 39.1 1.3

River Segment Location and General Description: The Sun River Segment 2 (Maps 12-13,
pages 36-37) forms part of the boundary between Teton and Lewis and Clark Counties. This
segment consists of five small BLM parcels scattered along a 39.1 mile stretch of the Sun River
approximately 20 miles south of Choteau, Montana. The Sun River originates within the Lewis
and Clark National Forest, flowing east to its confluence with the Missouri River. Public
access to the segment is from the Sun Canyon Road.

Reasons for Tentative Classification: This segment has been tentatively classified as
recreational. It is free of impoundments. Two parcels are readily accessible from paved
highways and another parcel is less the % mile from a maintained county road.

Description of Outstandingly Remarkable Values:

Recreational Values: The Sun River attracts recreational users from outside Montana.
Recreation opportunities are outstanding for fishing, floating, sightseeing and wildlife
observation. Anglers can fish for brown trout, rainbow trout, mountain whitefish and walleye.

Fish Values: Fluvial Arctic grayling occur in this segment. The USFWS has withdrawn the
fluvial Arctic grayling of the upper Missouri River system from the list of candidate species
being considered for protection because it does not constitute a distinct population. However,
BLM still considers this species sensitive. Montana has the only remaining population of
%
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Afctic grayling in North America outside of Canada and Alaska (Vincent 1962). Currently
efforts are being made to restore the population in the Big Hole River system.

Cultural Values: This segment has a high density of unrecorded cultural sites related to
occupation and use by the Blackfeet. These sites are likely regionally, if not nationally,
important for interpreting the occupation and use of the Blackfeet people in the Sun River
Valley. A recent Draft Historic Properties Management Plan prepared for the Gibson Dam
Hydroelectric Project summarizes the significance of the area. The Sun River Valley was an
important gathering site for various bands of the Blackfeet to reconnect and procure resources
unavailable in the prairie. The area contained many if not most of the Sundance sites,
supporting its importance as a gathering place. Camps were situated along the river to provide
and because of the presence of rare paint sources, medicines and medicinal springs. Expanding
the cultural significance of the area is that the Salish and Kutenai people occupied the area until
ousted by the Blackfeet.
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4.0 List of Preparers

An interdisciplinary team of BLM and Ecosystem Management, Inc. resource specialisté prepared this

eligibility report.
Wild and Scenic Rivers Eligibility Report Preparers
Name Role/Responsibility
BLM, Lewistown Field Office
Jerry Majerus Project Manager
Rod Sanders Recreation, Visual Resources
Lowell Hassler Natural Resource Specialist
Dan Frank/Kaylene Patten GIS
Zane Fulbright Archaeology, Paleontology, Heritage Resources
Bruce Reid Forester
Abel Guevara Wildlife
Chad Krause Hydrologist
Chris Rye Geologist

Ecosystem Management, Inc

David Squires Recreation, Visual Resources, WSR
Kate Ward Archaeology

Stephanie Lee Geographic Information System
Paul Peek Fisheries

John Fahlgren Vegetation

Sherm Sollid Geology

m
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Appendix A
Outstandingly Remarkable Criteria

The following are guidelines for the ORV's for which river segments can be eligible, as well as the comparative
region, that are considered in this report. Only one ORYV is needed for eligibility. These guidelines are based on
the guidelines described in BLM Manual 8351, Wild and Scenic Rivers—Policy and Program Direction for
Identification, Evaluation, and Management (BLM 1992). ;

Scenic Values

Criteria

The landscape elements of landform, vegetation, water, color, and related factors result in notable or exemplary
visual features and/or attractions. The BLM Visual Resource Inventory handbook (H8410-1) (BLM 2006) may
be used in addressing visual quality and in evaluating the extent of development upon scenic values. The rating
must be a scenic quality “A” as defined in the BLM Visual Resource Inventory Handbook. When analyzing
scenic values, additional factors — such as seasonal variations in vegetation, scale of cultural modifications, and
the length of time negative intrusions are viewed — may be considered. Scenery and visual attractions may be
highly diverse over the majority of the river or river segment.

Region of Comparison
The region of comparison is the state of Montana.

Recreational Values

Criteria

Recreational opportunities are or have the potential to be popular enough to attract visitors from throughout or
beyond the region of comparison or are unique or rare within the region. Visitors are willing to travel long
distances to use the river resources for recreation. River-related opportunities include, but are not limited to,
sightseeing, wildlife observation, camping, photography, hiking, fishing, and floatboating.

* Interpretive opportunities may be exceptional and may attract or have the potential to attract visitors from
outside the region of comparison; and

* The river may provide or have the potential to provide settings for national or regional usage or competitive
events.

Region of Comparison
The region of comparison is people’s willingness to travel long distances to access and recreate on a particular
segment (e.g., tourism markets internationally, nationwide, and within the state of Montana).

Geological Values

Criteria

The river, or the area within the river corridor, contains one or more examples of a geologic feature, process, or
pheriomenon that are unique or rare within the region of comparison. The features may be in an unusually active
stage of development, represent a textbook example, or represent a unique or rare combination of geologic
features (erosional, volcanic, glacial, or other geologic structures). -
m
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Region of Comparison
The region of comparison is areas of state or regional geologic importance.

Fish Values

Criteria
Fish values may be judged on the relative merits of either fish populations or habitat or a combination of the
following river-related conditions:

* Populations. The river is nationally or regionally one of the top producers of resident, indigenous, or
anadromous fish species. Of particular significance may be the presence of wild or unique stocks or populations
of state- or US-listed or candidate threatened and endangered species.

* Habitat. The river provides exceptionally high-quality habitat for fish species indigenous to the region. Of
particular significance is habitat for state- or US-listed or candidate threatened and endangered species.

Region of Comparison
The region of comparison is based on each species and the state threatened, endangered, and sensitive species
lists.

VWildlife Values

Criteria
Wildlife values may be judged on the relative merits of either wildlife populations or habitat or on a
combination of the following conditions:

* Populations. The river or area within the river corridor contains nationally or regionally important populations
of resident or indigenous wildlife species depending on the river environment. Of particular significance may be
species considered unique or populations of state- or US-listed or candidate threatened and endangered species.
* Habitat. The river or area within the river corridor provides exceptionally high-quality habitat

for wildlife of national or regional significance or may provide unique habitat or a critical link in habitat
conditions for state- or US-listed or candidate threatened and endangered species. Contiguous habitat conditions
are such that the biological needs of the species are met.

Region of Comparison
The region of comparison is based on each species and the state threatened, endangered, and sensitive species
lists.

Historic Values

Criteria

The river or area within the river corridor contains a site or sites or feature or features associated with a
significant event, an important person, or a cultural activity of the past that was rare or unusual in the region. A
historic site or feature in most cases is 50 years old or older. Sites or features listed on or eligible for inclusion
on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) may be of particular significance.

Region of Comparison
A multi-level region of comparison includes Montana and the west-central Rocky Mountains.
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Cultural Values

Criteria

The river or area within the river corridor contains a site or sites where there is evidence of occupation or use by
Native Americans. Sites must be rare or must have unusual characteristics or exceptional human interest values.
Sites may have national or regional importance for interpreting prehistory, be rare, represent an area where
culture or a cultural period was first identified and described, have been used concurrently by two or more
cultural groups, or have been used by cultural groups for rare or sacred purposes.

Region of Comparison
The region of comparison includes regional sites that would be eligible for the NRHP.

Other Similar Values

Criteria

While no specific evaluation guidelines have been developed for the other similar values category, additional
values deemed relevant to the eligibility of the river segment should be considered in a manner consistent with
the foregoing guidance, including, but not limited to, hydrologic, ecologic/biologic diversity, paleontologic,
botanic, and scientific study opportunities.

Region of Comparison
The region of comparison depends upon the specific other value.
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Appendix B

Criteria for Tentative Classification

River Classification
Attribute Wild Scenic Recreational
Water Resources Free of impoundment Free of impoundment Some existing impoundment or
Development diversion
(impoundments,

Diversions, etc.)

The existence of low dams,
diversions, riprap, or
(impoundments, other
modifications of the waterway is
diversions, etc.) acceptable,
provided the waterway remains
generally natural and riverine in
appearance

Shoreline
Development

Essentially primitive. Little or
no evidence of human activity

The presence of a few
inconspicuous structures,
particularly those of historic or
cultural value, is acceptable.

A limited amount of domestic
livestock grazing or hay
production is acceptable.

Little or no evidence of past
timber harvest. No ongoing
timber harvest

Largely primitive and
undeveloped. No substantial
evidence of human activity.

The presence of small
communities or dispersed
dwellings or farm structures is
acceptable.

The presence of grazing, hay
production, or row crops is
acceptable.

Evidence of past or ongoing
timber harvest is acceptable,
provided the forest appears
natural from the riverbank

Some development. Substantial
evidence of human activity.

The presence of extensive
residential development and a
few commercial structures is
acceptable.

Lands may have been developed
for the full range of agricultural
and forestry uses.

May show evidence of past and
ongoing timber
harvest.

Accessibility

Generally inaccessible except
by trail.

No roads, railroads, or other
provision for vehicular travel
within the river area. A few
existing roads leading to the
boundary of the river area is
acceptable

Accessible in places by road.

Roads may occasionally reach or
bridge the river. The existence of
short stretches of conspicuous or
longer stretches of inconspicuous
roads or railroads is acceptable

Readily accessible by road or
railroad.

The existence of parallel roads
or railroads on one or both
banks, as well as bridge
crossings and other river access
points, including fords, is
acceptable

Water Quality

Meets or exceeds Federal
criteria or Federally approved
state standards for aesthetics,
for propagation of fish and
wildlife normally adapted to
the habitat of the river, and for
primary contact recreation
(swimming), except where
exceeded by natural conditions

No criteria prescribed by the WSR Act. The Federal Water Pollution
Control Act Amendments of 1972 have made it a national goal that all
waters of the US be made fishable and swimmable. Therefore, rivers
will not be precluded from scenic or recreational classification
because of poor water quality at the time of their study, provided a
water quality improvement plan exists or is being developed in
compliance with applicable federal and state laws.

Source: Federal Register. NWSRS; Final Revised Guidelines for Eligibility,

No. 173, page 39461. September 7, 1982.
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Appendix C

Interim Protection for Candidate Wild and Scenic Rivers

Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, Section 5(d)(1)’

Issue/Action Eligible?

Study Boundary Study boundary Minimum of 0.25-mile from ordinary high-water
mark

Boundary may include adjacent areas needed to protect identified
values

Preliminary classification 2(b): 3 classes: Wild, Scenic, Recreational, defined by statute.

Section
Criteria for classification described in interagency guidelines.

Manage at preliminary classification

Study report review procedures

Private land Affect private land uses through voluntary partnership with
state/local governments and landowners ’

*administration
No regulatory authority.

*acquisition
No ability to acquire interest in land under the WSR Act’s authority
prior to designation

Water resources project River’s free-flowing condition protected to the extent of other
agency authorities; not protected under the WSR Act.

Land disposition . Agency discretion to retain lands within river corridor in federal
ownership

Mining and mineral leasing Protect free flow, water quality, and ORVs through other agency
authorities

Actions of other agencies Affect actions of other agencies through voluntary partnership

Protect ORVs No regulatory authority conferred by the WSR Act; agency protects

through other authorities.

Section 11(b) 1: Limited financial or other assistance to encourage
participation in the acquisition, protection, and management of river
resources6

! Agency-identified study rivers, as directed by Section 5(d)(1) of the WSR Act.

? A number of sources are available for identifying rivers under Section 5(d)(1). Under a presidential directive issued in 1979, each
federal agency, as part of its normal planning and environmental review processes, is required to avoid or mitigate adverse effects on

rivers in the National Rivers Inventory.
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