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These issue summaries are created by the BLM after each community meeting. These documents summarize what was shared and are provided to each community for verification or revisions before being considered final. 

Attendance: 
14 residents attended the Nulato community meeting to discuss preliminary alternatives for the Bering Sea-Western Interior (BSWI) Resource Management Plan (RMP). Bureau of Land Management (BLM) representatives provided a presentation, discussion time around maps, and a sharing session. 

Issues and concerns raised: 

BLM Land
· Where are the BLM lands near Nulato? BLM: It is about 12-20 miles to the closest BLM lands. BLM lands are in the hills behind you.
· Walking or snowmachining is the only access to the Nulato Hills. A few guys trap on backside of the village, but lands behind Nulato are mostly savings to come for the future. The Nulato Hills are where animals grow, and it is kind of a protected area because there is very limited access. We never show anyone our trails to limit access.

Minerals
· Nulato knows about coal deposits near the community. They are worried about an outside company that would extract nonrenewable resources in a large-scale operation and ruin the land. Nulato is not opposed to smaller-scale mineral developments that would not bring in many outside people. Summary of discussion:
· We know there is coal back there near Nulato.
· Nulato’s opinion on oil/gas or coal development really depends on how big the project would be. Development brings extra people in. Nulato is just perfect the way it is now.
· The biggest worry out here is our lifestyle. We have lived this lifestyle since forever. For a company to come in and produce a mine, it is a nonrenewable resource. If our resources are poisoned, we are done for. We are comfortable here. There is no such thing as a homeless or hungry person here in the village. We take care of each other. We do not have much money, but we have food and a home.
· We need to keep an eye on the state. They too know where mineral resources are located, and they build roads and other infrastructure important to them but not to us. For us, the land is more important than minerals. We cannot eat nonrenewable resources.
· There was coal exploration conducted near Nulato on Native allotments or corporation land. There are a few outcroppings of coal on corporation land.
· What is the development potential? BLM: There is some potential for small-scale coal development on Native corporation land for local use.


Wildlife
· We just submitted a proposal to get a fishing weir on the Nulato River with Alaska Fish and Game on village corporation land through Tanana Chiefs Conference (TCC).
· What is BLM policy on predator control? BLM: The state manages the animals and we manage habitat; BLM would not have much authority on predator control.

Subsistence
· On the back side of the village closer to BLM land, we may pick berries, set a few trap lines, and harvest moose, caribou, ducks, beaver, wolves, and marten.
· There is no subsistence without development. We need some kind of income to pay bills. Summary of discussion of costs of living a subsistence lifestyle:
·  It is about $3,000 per year for electricity plus another $5,000 for fuel. There are a lot of people who haul wood to avoid the high cost of fuel oil.
· For snowmachines, it is about $7,000 for the machine and about $3,000 per year for maintenance and gas to hunt/fish/travel. It is $6.10 for a gallon of gas.
· Energy and store food are the most expensive things out there. We still live comfortably out here. We can live within our means because of our lifestyle. 
· The BLM should allow us to hunt moose on their land if it is a low harvest year, perhaps because of climate change in the future. Our subsistence rights are protected federally, but not really with the state. This is just an idea to put out there to get moose somewhere else. There were 17 households in Koyukuk that did not get a moose. We did okay, but this could happen to us. 

Travel Management
· Discussion of proposed roads, most of which currently have little certainty for construction. Roads brought up in the meeting included the proposed Ambler Road, a road to Nome from Fairbanks, and a road to Tanana. Summary of discussion:
· Where is the proposed Ambler Road supposed to go? BLM: It is north of this planning area. The proposed Ambler Road is an uncertain project with the change in governor and budget concerns.
· Nulato is concerned about impacts to fisheries from the Ambler Road.
· BLM staff discussed the possibility of road development being analyzed in the cumulative effects section of the BSWI RMP. The proposed road to Nome will not be analyzed in the plan. The Alaska Industrial Development and Export Authority supports the Roads to Resources program. If projects seem likely to be completed, impacts will be considered in the BSWI RMP.
· Is there an EIS for the road to Ambler? No. The proposed road was moving toward an EIS, but the new governor slowed down big projects due to funding concerns.
· Nulato is also concerned about fisheries effects from a proposed road from Fairbanks to Nome.
· The Nulato Tribe opposed the Ambler Road because it would cross five spawning creeks, only one of which has data. Up to one third of silver salmon spawning creeks could be affected by the road. Silver salmon are important to us and other villages because of the lack of chinook/king salmon in recent years. The silver salmon are saving us.
· How about the road to Tanana? BLM: We do not have much information about that road; it is also outside of the BSWI RMP planning area.


· Discussion of all-terrain vehicle (ATV) travel management:
· There are a couple side-by-sides in town.
· No pickups with big tracks are in Nulato. Trucks would likely be too heavy for this area because we have a lot of tundra. Nobody out here can afford that stuff.
· The trails we make are usually for local people. We like to keep the country a bit of a secret.
· Vehicle use in this area is pretty much determined by season. The land around Nulato is mostly wetlands. Argo makes more sense than a side-by-side to facilitate water travel. I worry about damage to the land from Argos. We do see damage areas. The land is alive just like us, and we do not want to kill the land.
· Do you need permit for ATV travel on BLM lands? BLM: No. We are considering restrictions on size and weight.
· We want to keep trail use to ATVs and snowmobiles. Why not just restrict it now to 4-wheelers and snowmachines? BLM reminded the community to think about the side-by-side ownership mentioned earlier for restrictions.
· Nulato resident brought up idea to have certain routes where travel would be restricted.

Wildfire
· There is a lot of old feed for the moose, and the beaver are taking new feed. Could you do a controlled burn in the refuge? Do you manage fires? BLM: The refuge is managed by the US Fish and Wildlife Service, and they would have to do a prescribed burn. BLM does manage fires, but would need direction from Fish and Wildlife Service.
· We are lucky that past fires have stopped before Nulato, but if they spread from BLM land to Native land the fires could affect us.

Watersheds
· The BLM is looking at aquatic values in different watersheds and identifying priority watersheds.
· The Nulato River provides drinking water for the community of Nulato, and is an important resource to protect.
· The rivers around Nulato are important subsistence resources. All hunting and fishing is done near the Nulato or Yukon River. The Koyukuk River is also important in between Nulato and Galena. Subsistence activities are not done in the village, but on the river. The Koyukuk Flats are also important.
· The entire Nulato watershed is important to us. The Nulato River is an important spawning creek.
· There are berry picking areas only accessible by river.
· The river is important for transportation. I would not want to live where there is no river.

Guides
· Nulato residents see a lot of guide activity in their area. They are concerned about unpermitted guides on nearby refuge lands and impacts to subsistence hunting. Summary of discussion:
· Who are guys who have guide permits for BLM land in our area? We see a lot of guide use in our area. Hunters that got squeezed out of other areas are now in Kaltag and Galena.
· BLM: Some are regulated by the state, but BLM has talked about limiting guides and transporters on BLM lands.
· We often see guided hunting in refuge areas where there are not supposed to be guides. The refuge does nothing about enforcement. We have a hard time with federal agencies and a lack of action. The refuge is only 50 miles away from us. How do we deal with something like that? Guides and hunters are affecting our lifestyle. We cannot have any say over refuge lands.
· Nulato mentioned prior communication with Kenton Moos, Koyukuk National Wildlife Refuge Manager, who flew over the area in a plane. If you contact him, please mention our issues with guide permit enforcement in the refuge.
· Guides in Kaltag may go after grizzly bears in the Nulato Hills where there is BLM land. We don’t hunt bear traditionally.

Forestry
· We harvest most of our wood from the river corridor.
· It would be a couple tanks of gas to gather wood on BLM land. It would be more burdensome to harvest wood from BLM land.
· No one burns over 10 cords of wood here.

Area of Critical Concern (ACEC)
· The November 2013 notes from scoping show a lot of concern for the Nulato River. We get fish and our drinking water from the Nulato River, and it is very important to our community. There is an ACEC on the Nulato River. We would like to expand this area back there if possible. We discussed a wilderness area designation with Stacey Fritz in the Fairbanks office. Stacey told us it is difficult to get a wilderness designation, but an ACEC is easier to get.
· At meetings like this, I like that I can find out about what protections are offered. I like that the BLM personnel had this dialog. I want to get the best protection I can.

General
· Projects may go around us unless we say something. We will be affected one way or another by projects around us.
· Development projects threaten us. Money does not do us any good out here. If ruin the land, they ruin our life.
· Our lifestyle is important. All our food is off the land—organic and free range. We do not have to worry about pesticides.
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