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These issue summaries are created by the BLM after each community meeting. These documents summarize what was shared and are provided to each community for verification or revisions before being considered final. 

Attendance: 
17 people attended the Anchorage community meeting to discuss preliminary alternatives for the Bering Sea-Western Interior Resource Management Plan. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) representatives provided a presentation and listened to community comments and discussion. 

Issues and concerns raised: 
BLM Land 
· If there are lands with overlapping or connected multiple resources, are these areas a higher priority for management? BLM: There is a lot of overlap of resources on BLM lands. Sometimes lands have a unique characteristic BLM would want to manage differently. For instance, sheefish spawning creeks on the Kuskokwim River provide special habitat that is important to protect.
· Who is responsible for 17(b) easements? Who designates them? Who takes care of them? Who alerts the public that 17(b) easements can be terminated under certain conditions? BLM: BLM is responsible only for 17(b) easements that cross lands conveyed under ANCSA to Native corporations. The easements are put in place at the time of conveyance. The 17(b) easement that access lands owned by other agencies, such as National Park Service lands, may have management authority transferred to them by the BLM. Only the BLM may terminate a 17(b) easement, regardless of the managing entity. The termination of a 17(b) easement is a public process and is an appealable BLM decision.
· Are you planning for state-selected BLM lands in this plan? How will that work in the draft plan? Will these lands be called out separately? BLM is planning for state-selected lands in this plan. All land is considered BLM land regardless of selection status. When BLM gets a permit application, there must be concurrence for state-selected lands and consultation for Native-selected lands.

Subsistence
· Waste is an issue for recreational and guided hunts. While game waste is regulated by the state, BLM tries to report and prevent violations. Summary of discussion:
· Subsistence harvesters often look at harvesting in a different manner than recreational users. I hear about problems with waste. The villages use almost everything. Subsistence hunters have found kills with the head removed and the meat wasted. Is there something BLM could do to educate recreation users and get meat into villages? BLM: BLM only approves access, not hunting. The state oversees hunting, and waste is a state game violation. It is still considered a waste violation if the meat is spoiled by the time it is donated to a community. BLM does notify State Troopers when they see violations, and recommends reporting if people observe wasted harvests. Education outreach is the state’s responsibility.
· If meat is handled better, it could help local villages a lot and reduce conflicts between user groups.

Wildlife
· Have you mapped ranges of sheep, muskoxen, and goats in the project area? BLM: Yes, we have mapped some areas.
· Wondering about the potential for disease transmission, particularly for goat and Dall sheep. Will you identify areas of concern for wild/domestic sheep and goats? BLM: We will work with Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) to improve map coverage of herds. BLM would not allow domestic goats anywhere in the planning area because of the potential for disease transmission.
· Do the wildlife alternative concepts for communication towers and power lines encompass wind turbine projects? BLM: They will eventually, but wind farms are new enough that the standards are still developing. The US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and the wind industry are working together to develop wind farm standards. BLM would follow the lead of FWS. There are some standards in place now, and some are currently in development. When BLM permits communication towers, we do take into account the potential for bird kills. One main standard would likely be to avoid major migration corridors.

Watershed – Area of Critical Environmental Concern
· It looks like a number of the headwaters of the Kuskokwim River are potential Wild and Scenic Rivers. This area is also where the pipeline for the proposed Donlin Gold Mine would be located. Are these things mutually exclusive? Can you have a Wild and Scenic River and also permit the Donlin Gold pipeline to cross them? BLM: These are eligible river segments, and the next step is to determine if they are suitable for a wild and scenic river rating. Attendee: Title XI of ANILCA allows for such corridors in wild and scenic rivers.

Recreation
· Subsistence and recreation users are sometimes in conflict. BLM is proposing allocation limits on guide operator access permits. BLM is also proposing guide and transporter use restrictions near communities. Summary of discussion:
· Would the BLM create a guide use system such as the FWS in refuges and NPS in parks? BLM:  BLM is proposing an allocation limit on operators. The allocation numbers were determined from the ten-year average of BLM-permitted guide numbers. The goal is to reduce social conflicts through these allocations. BLM is not proposing recommendations for how many clients a guide outfitter may have.
· If the Alaska state legislature passes a guide concession program, how would that affect things? BLM: These are only recommendations for BLM lands. A state guide concession program would give guide allocation limits for state lands.
· What is the difference between a guide outfitter and a transporter? There is a perception in the villages that transporters take subsistence resources from communities and do not contribute to economic activity. BLM: A transporter moves clients, typically by boat, plane, or horse. The State Troopers sometimes are confused about their authority to regulate transporters. BLM does require permits for transporters in the Squirrel River area. Please let the BLM know if you have another area where transporters should be placed under permit, and we can consider limits.
· Are you currently looking specific areas to regulate transporters outside of the Squirrel River area? BLM: We are recommending a no operating radius of 25 miles around communities for guides and transporters. This is a number for consideration, and it is open to suggested changes. You could request the BLM to make a map that visually displays this proposed recommendation. This restriction is only for BLM lands. Often BLM lands are not located near communities.
· Does the BLM have a map of guide use areas? BLM: The BLM has not made one. The areas are the same as the state’s defined guide use areas.


Travel Management
· How did BLM determine off road vehicle (OHV) weight limits? Concerned weight limits are too low. BLM set proposed numbers to reduce damage and consulted the state’s generally allowable land use restriction and other BLM planning areas. ADF&G would like the BLM to set one standard for OHV weights in the planning area as opposed to differing limits. Summary of discussion:
· How did you come up with the 1,500 pound weight limits for OHVs? Did BLM consider safety and welfare in determining this weight limit? I am concerned that this limit would not be high enough for multi-day hunting trips with family. BLM: BLM reviewed the OHV limits in question with the audience, and the definitions for winter and summer travel. The reason for OHV weight limits are to reduce potential for erosion, trail rutting, and braided trails. The 1,500 OHV weight limit is one alternative being considered. There is also a 2,000 pound weight limit as another alternative. Common types of transportation all fall under the 2,000 pound gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR). This weight rating accounts for the weight of a fully loaded vehicle. The BLM’s Ring of Fire and Kobuk-Seward Peninsula planning areas proposed a 2,000 pound GVWR limit. A 1,500 pound curb weight limit is the same as a 2,000 pound GVWR weight limit. These limits match the state’s generally allowable land use restrictions.
· Suggestion to go to a pounds per square inch (PSI) rating instead. The original OHV trails were made by bulldozers and rigs with 3 to 4 times as much as the proposed weight limit. Suggestion to expand these weight ratings. BLM: The BLM planning team discussed internally a PSI rating, and decided against it. The OHV access limits would be for casual and subsistence uses. If there are construction activities that would require larger vehicles, that would be authorized separately. BLM wants to separate monster trucks and army surplus vehicles from more traditional OHV vehicles.
· ADF&G would like to see one standard for OHV weights in the planning area as opposed to differing limits in various sections. BLM: Resource specialists suggested these limits. BLM would like to be consistent with the OHV management policies of neighboring landowners.


General
· Will you hold more preliminary alternative meetings when all of the resource reports are finished? BLM: Not all resource areas will have a separate technical report. We anticipate four reports; three are finished now and the fourth (about Areas of Critical Environmental Concern) will be released soon. The rest of the resources will be addressed in the draft Resource Management Plan. 
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