Bering Sea–Western Interior Resource Management Plan
Preliminary Alternatives Outreach Issue Summary

Chuathbaluk, Alaska March 18, 2015 
These issue summaries are created by the BLM after each community meeting. These documents summarize what was shared and are provided to each community for verification or revisions before being considered final. 

Attendance: 
14 residents attended the Chuathbaluk community meeting to discuss preliminary alternatives for the Bering Sea-Western Interior (BSWI) Resource Management Plan (RMP). Bureau of Land Management (BLM) representatives provided a presentation, discussion time around maps, and a sharing session. 

Issues and concerns raised: 

BLM Land
Around Chuathbaluk, it is mostly native land. We do not use BLM land much now besides the block on the other side of the river. There is BLM land near Mission Creek.

Minerals
· Residents commented on the pros and cons of mines and mining. The group talked mostly in general terms, but did mention the proposed Donlin Gold Mine and the former mine in Red Devil. Mines would bring jobs and there are standards in place for mining companies, but there are worries about impacts to natural resources and the community.  Summary of discussion:
· There are many young people without work. I am not totally against mining because it would offer jobs. I am not totally against mining if it is done right. We live in an age where we do need money to get the things we need. Done sensibly, I think it would work to have mining.
· Do you have guidelines in place like Donlin that dictate hiring practices and mining practices? BLM: Donlin is on Native corporation land, and not on BLM land. Donlin does have strict policies for a safe work environment. I have heard of local hiring by Donlin. There are no BLM policy stipulations on hiring for a permit, but BLM may provide other stipulations if we permit a mine.
· Discussed an abandoned mine in the Mission Creek area from the 1880s. The Hazardous Materials Specialist in Chuathbaluk has been up there to see if there are hazardous materials. He shared photos of the abandoned mine with BLM staff before the meeting.
· In 2009, there was drilling behind the mountain for core sampling to identify gold deposits.
· There was some mining upriver and maybe 2, 3, or 4 years ago some fish were dying. Anything to do with closed mine in Red Devil? Any mercury leaking? BLM: The site is a Superfund area and has had sampling that showed elevated methyl mercury and arsenic levels. BLM broadened the sample area to include soils. Tailings will be pulled out of the creek. Consumption guidance recommends limiting bigger, older pike that has been in the water longer and absorbed more mercury. Young people and woman of child-bearing age should limit their consumption.
· I am opposed to mining. Even though they say it is safe, it can destroy things. How far would studies go if they develop mineral areas on the map? Could things come down to us? I am concerned about downriver effects from mining and things coming to our village. I am concerned about the proposed Donlin mine. BLM: We are involved in permitting the pipeline for the Donlin mine, and an Environmental Impact Statement that analyzes the impacts will be out soon.
· I had a negative thought that BLM is redoing this plan so that it would allow roads and mining companies. BLM: Congress has to lift withdrawals on areas that are closed to allow mining. This plan can recommend these changes.
· Would they have to do cleanup activities if the mine is permitted? Could they just leave? In the past companies have said they would reclaim the land, but then just leave it there and it affects subsistence and hunting. BLM: Reclamation is required today. Companies want to maintain their reputation. BLM inspects mines at least once a year, and can require changes for things that are out of compliance.
· Mines may be a good thing, but there is also a bad side, too. Mount Polley is a recent tailings dam failure. If the Donlin tailings dam fails, the Kuskokwim River will be one big contaminated site and our natural resources will be gone. 
· We should try to reuse stuff that we are throwing away so that we would not have to have mines.
· Concerned for when the mining resource runs out and we no longer get money or jobs from the mining company. I don’t want to be left with nothing in the long term. 
· We must look at things from both the negative and positive sides. We can’t undo things once done. We may have to move and we may not have the same plants and animals. We should change not just for sake of change. It must be a good change. I want to put in more guidelines for mines.

Wildlife
· There are too many beavers. Trap all the beavers. They make too many dams.
· Brown bear populations seem to be average. At certain months there are many bear sitings. Berries and fish resources impact where the bears are. Bears are coming down from the hills for fish. There have been some bears right at the door across the river. There was a brown bear by a bedroom window. Berries and fish affect the bears’ food chain. Bears are going in later, coming out earlier, and coming out hungry.
· I saw black bears in the hills early in summer, then did not see them, and thought that they were down on the river. We saw black bears when we traveled on the river to Stony River.
· The ladies do not want bears when berry picking.
· We have seen wolves across river and hear them howling. In certain winters packs come into town and eat dogs. We think they may be more stressed.
· Moose are starting to migrate away from this area. There are not many moose that pass through anymore. We don’t think willow heath is an issue for moose.
· We have seen salmon with some sort of worm or parasite in them.  Have you heard in other villages about tapeworms? BLM: No, we have not heard this. I will pass this information on to our fish biologist.
· Question on design standards for fish passage, and BLM spoke briefly of proposed requirements.
· Series of questions on fish weirs. Summary of discussion:
· Where are fish weirs, and does BLM work with them? BLM: There is a weir in Unalakleet where we partnered with Alaska Department of Fish and Game. We intercepted every anadromous fish over a six-week period and wanted to know why king (chinook) salmon populations have declined.
· Do the weirs affect the spawning of the fish? BLM: Alaska Department of Fish and Game are responsible for weirs. Weirs do funnel fish and that gives some stress, but it is very minimal impact to those going upstream.
· Were there more fish after the wish weir? BLM: Chinook runs are still less and less each year. There are many theories for why, but we do not know for certain why they have declined.
· Why are they using the weir? In past there were no weirs, who use them now? BLM: The state did use sonar in the past, but it cannot travel the distance of a very broad river mouth. A weir is inconvenient to local people because they need to use a special gate. Scientists feel there is a tradeoff from the inconvenience vs. the knowledge gained from the weir. In some places, they feel the knowledge outweighs the inconvenience.


Subsistence
· Some of the scoping comments were about subsistence use near Aniak. We do not travel to Big Lake or Pike Lake very much. There is a Big Lake near Kalskag.
· We are not seeing more muskoxen. We have heard of muskoxen sitings, but we have not seen them. They are mostly down in the Bethel area.
· Trapping is increasing for some residents, but not all. We are trying to bring back trapping.
· We do not know of anyone here interested in reindeer herding, but it may be a good thing to consider.
· Chauthbaluk means hills where blueberries grow.
· Are we able to trap on BLM lands? Marten trapping season just closed, and we are trying to work with students on trapping. BLM: Alaska Department of Fish and Game determines hunting seasons.

Climate Change
· Residents noted observations of climate change in the area. Summary of observations:
· Many hands raised in the room when BLM asked if audience had observed elements of climate change.
· There is gunk in the trees. 
· Last year was a bad year for berries. There have been dry winters and dry springs. In higher elevations there is deeper snowpack, so that is are where berries are.
· There are earlier breakups and later freeze-ups.
· Sometimes there are second breakups. In November of 2014, the river froze, thawed, and then refroze.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]With earlier breakups, later freeze-ups, and refreezing, the river has a rougher surface and is more dangerous. We do not get to travel to get medical care or to stores. More things must be flown here.

Forestry
· Question about rust colored debris floating on top of water one year. We heard it was from an overpopulation of spruce beetles killing trees, and the color came from the trees. BLM discussed spruce tree die-offs from beetle kill.
· We get our firewood from different areas. It is taken farther back from the river and pulled out in winter with sleds.
· Questions and debate about the proposed forestry permit. Community noted that they have adapted to other permits systems (such as for moose hunting), but are uncertain of their willingness to adapt to a forestry permit. Community voiced support for a commercial harvest permit. Summary of discussion:
· Where would you get the permit? BLM: We have not finalized this yet since it is not definite, but it would probably be online.
· Would we need a permit to go berry picking? BLM: Yes, it is what is proposed. This is the standard in the Lower 48.
· So it would be like moose hunt permits. How would you keep track of how many berries or wood is taken? BLM: We do not know yet, but it may help land management if we know approximately where people are getting wood, and what people need and expect to take. We do not want the burden to be greater than the benefits
· It would be something like budgeting.
· It would be good for commercial harvesters to be required to have a permit.
· For The Kuskokwim Corporation (TKC) land you have to contact them if you will be taking more than a certain amount. BLM clarified that this permit would only be for activities on BLM lands.
· What is this part about surface disturbance and required vegetation surveys? BLM: Surveys would be required for big, commercial operations that would need to build roads to access timber.
· Concerned of permitting for berry picking. We have adapted to permits for moose hunting, and we could adapt for berry picking. I believe that the tribe can have a strong voice with corporation lands. We could say we are not willing to adapt to the permitting process within our area. I think about my son who may have to apply for a permit to go berry picking if he has to go farther out to BLM lands in the future.

General
· How long are you traveling or are you coming again? BLM: We will be back when we take information gathered from the preliminary alternatives outreach period and have a draft plan. 
· Is this updating a plan that you have for BLM lands? BLM: Yes. The plan we have now was written in the 1980s and did not have the detail that we are trying to incorporate now.
· When do comment forms need to be in? BLM: April 19th.
· BLM: Tribal resolutions are the strongest form of comment. They create a permanent record as part of the land use planning process. BLM is bound by law to give strong consideration to tribal resolutions.
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