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These issue summaries are created by the BLM after each community meeting. These documents summarize what was shared and are provided to each community for verification or revisions before being considered final. 

Attendance: 
21 residents attended the Crooked Creek community meeting to discuss preliminary alternatives for the Bering Sea-Western Interior Resource Management Plan. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) representatives facilitated a discussion around maps, reports, and presentation materials.

Issues and concerns raised: 
BLM Land 
· Will this plan cover the Aleutians and Bristol Bay area? BLM: No, there is a separate plan for that area that was just completed.
· We support cell phone towers and other infrastructure that would improve communication in the area.
· Question about restrictions on the Innoko Wildlife Refuge where BLM clarified they do not manage refuge lands.

Wildlife
· Will this plan change hunting areas? Are you working with federal subsistence on BLM lands? BLM: Staff noted concerns over decline in the Western Arctic Caribou Herd (WACH). The WACH has declined by half in recent years. BLM manages habitat and the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) manages wildlife. BLM follows federal subsistence regulations.
· Notes of caribou in the area about a decade ago, but not recently. Summary of discussion:
· There used to be caribou in the Crooked Creek area. I am not certain if they were the Mulchatna herd, but they were edible caribou. They were on the south side of the river, by fish camps, and along the Holitna River. It’s been about 15 years ago that we saw a caribou herd come through the area. There was a herd about 10 years ago by Napaimiut. There were caribou outside of Aniak about a decade ago. 
· Could people downriver keep them down there now? Now they are by Quinhagak. BLM: I don’t think you can necessarily herd them. I have heard up north that the caribou cross the river at various pinch points and hunters know that. Sometimes hunters shoot the first caribou that arrive and they could be lead caribou; still not certain about this.
· They lost half the herd in one year. BLM: The Mulchatna herd has tremendous variation in how it moves. There are historic variations over the years.
· Aren’t there bison by McGrath? Yes, but those are plains bison.
· I have heard about the wood bison being reintroduced. I don’t know if they eat the same food as moose. The wood bison will go wherever they want, and it may be different than where they were dropped off. Attendee noted that wood bison do not eat the same thing as moose, and that is why they were chosen for reintroduction. Bison are good food.
· There are some muskoxen in the Russian Mountains right behind Chuathbaluk. There were nine there, and now I am sure there are more.
· Community is concerned about wolf predation. Summary of discussion:
· Idea to have predator control on wolves by local people who could then sell the pelts for money. 
· We used to see moose on the George River, and now there are more wolves there.
· We have lost dogs in the village to wolves.
· Many people view the wolf as a romantic animal to be protected. The Department of Fish and Game needs to listen to us. They cannot say there is not enough data.
·  I remember in the past of men who would find wolf dens and kill the pups to keep the population in check.
· There is a black wolf that has been around here nearby.
· We had not seen wolverines in the past, but now we do see them.
· We are seeing lynx again.
· There possibly may be more rabbits.
· Black bear predation concerns:
· There have been some bear hunts here which have helped.
· We have a huge black bear population around here. We are concerned about bears eating moose.
· Moose observations:
· There is good habitat in the George River area for moose.
· We find moose with scratches or injured antlers sometimes. We have seen rips in the ears from wolves and bears. Caribou sometimes have the same thing. We have observed more moose than there used to be that have injuries.
· If it was cost effective, they could drop over-populated moose from Anchorage to our area.
· The old trails are connected. If something happens in the Holitna and the George, it affects us too.
· We use the George River and Crooked Creek area a lot for subsistence.

Fisheries
· There are too many regulations as it is, particularly on fishing. Summary of discussion:
· We want more local control for subsistence resources.
· The people who use the resource know what to do to take care of it.
· We had to wait to go fishing for king salmon here, but commercial fishing was going on by people from Seattle in Bristol Bay.
· Don’t lump us in with more populated areas. There are not enough people here to make a big dent in fish resources.
· There was a time when we would just ignore regulations, but now there are too many to do that.
· BLM: Reminder that we manage habitat, and Alaska Department of Fish and Game permit hunts.
· We have to break laws in order to survive, and it is going to get worse. If our kids are hungry, we are going to break a law to feed them if necessary.
· Last year a man went to catch a sheefish for dinner, and got a $250 fine for fishing for king salmon.
· There is more pike in the area than there used to be. There was always a little bit, but now there is a lot. They are impacting the other fish and wildlife. We have seen pike eating ducklings.
· The silvers are the last decent salmon run we have.
· We are catching more chum salmon that before because we are not using king nets anymore.
· They are taking too many fish in the ocean.
· Fish is our staple.

Subsistence
· Subsistence is important. There needs to be more federal protection of subsistence rights. Sport hunters can chase game from a plane, but subsistence hunters cannot.
· Last year we did not have any berries throughout the state. What causes this? Weather? BLM: What I have heard is because of the reduced snowpack precipitation has been lighter, and that makes for a poor berry year. There are many other issues that could be involved with berry production, including climate, temperature, and wildfire.
· In recent years have had lots of berries in the area, but last year we had none.
· The men in the community are knowledgeable of terrain from hunting and trapping. Women trap too, but more often pay attention to the vegetation.
· We want to be able to feed ourselves.
· Commercial fisheries have more power because they have more money than us. There is so much waste in commercial fishing through the acceptable bycatch. That kind of waste would be unacceptable to us.
· We want to eat wild foods, and do not want to eat beef or chicken.
· Game Unit 19A is very important to us.
· People must travel farther out to catch food than they used to go. This means more time and money for a subsistence lifestyle. There are fewer animals and we must go farther out. It is a chain reaction---no fish means we have to get a moose, which is more expensive.
· There are cumulative effects of health impacts to us if we eat fewer wild foods.

Forestry
· We do not like the proposal for a wood collecting permit, including the ten cord commercial cutoff point. Summary of discussion:
· We are afraid it would lead to harassment and tickets for us. Our experience with enforcement is that they will find a way to write us a ticket.
· The Crooked Creek Council would protest any kind of permit for wood.
· As an example a man collected driftwood that did not require a permit. He was hassled by The Kuskokwim Corporation (TKC) and questioned.
· We do have a sawmill here.
· We need more logs for houses.
· It depends on the winter how much wood we need.
· Driftwood is an important wood source.
· We don’t like TKC permits either.

Minerals
· An issue with minerals is that the mine is often by water.
· Worries about increased activity in the area from mines on animals. Concerned about increased boat traffic and plane activity.
· We support the proposed Donlin Gold Mine because it would bring jobs and hope for the future, in particular for the young men in the community.

Wild and Scenic Rivers
· We are worried about the spillover of regulations from other rivers to our river. We do not want the rivers we use to become non-motorized areas.

Sport Hunting
· Resident voiced opposition to proposed aircraft flying height regulations. Summary of discussion:
· Leave the planes alone—we need them to get in and out. BLM: These regulations would be for flightseeing and sport hunters utilizing BLM lands, not for general flights. These permits would not be for planes for health/cargo, but would be for guide transporters.
· People depend on planes for things, and we do not want them to go away.
· We do not want flight operators to be hassled.
· The proposed flight regulations for aircraft transporters do not seem to be enforceable. If you fly around to enforce them, then the enforcing plane is disturbing planes.
· We do not want regulations on the height that aircraft may fly; it seems like this regulation would be pointless.
· We would spend money trying to enforce something we cannot do much about. Most people will fly at a high height, but at times you need a plane to fly lower for safety. Most people would fly at height because they use the resources too.
· We are worried that all operators would be hassled. The intent of the regulation would not occur. We are worried that enforcement would be broad and overreach the intent. It is best to not have an official regulation and maybe just educate people about flying at a proper height.
· Initial regulation could lead to more rules in the future.
· What is in place now works. We do not need more federal control.
· I am against sport hunting for trophy animals.
· A couple decades ago we heard of transporters who said they were sharing expenses, and they were able to get into Unit 19A.
· Don’t regulate sport hunting to the extent that it would affect subsistence hunters.

Cabins
· We would be interested in emergency shelter cabins. We have heard of those in other areas.
· BLM: We do not permit subsistence cabins.

Travel Management
· The proposed Donlin Mine road would be private, but we all know we will cross it at some point. We know the port site would affect us.
· Concerned about additional regulations on ATV use. Summary of discussion:
· A resident is worried that Alaska will become more like Montana and have greater regulations.
· How would ATV use affect streams and the water? BLM: Crossing streams may stir up sediment and salmon eggs.
· Around here, rain may do more damage that ATVs.
· I can understand regulations for more populated areas on ATV traffic, but here there is not enough use to cause much damage. Why put another layer of regulation? Enforcement may end up not letting anyone use an area.
· What does no surface occupancy mean? BLM: This refers to infrastructure such as mines.

General
· The river freezes later than in past years, and there is open water earlier.
· There are too many laws and regulations. They are looking at us more and more because things are changing quickly. Everything we do is being eroded.
· We are worried about interpretation of regulations. The laws and permits you propose may not be enforced in the manner you thought.
· If something is working, don’t change it.
· Do no harm to the people who live here.
· For Crooked Creek, less is more.
· It is intrusive to have our boats inspected.
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