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These issue summaries are created by the BLM after each community meeting. These documents summarize what was shared and are provided to each community for verification or revisions before being considered final. 

Attendance: 
15 people attended the Aniak community meeting to discuss preliminary alternatives for the Bering Sea-Western Interior (BSWI) Resource Management Plan (RMP). Bureau of Land Management (BLM) representatives provided a presentation, discussion time around maps, and a sharing session. 

Issues and concerns raised: 

Wildlife
· Caribou populations have been low. They used to come by High Fish Lake. They seem to be starting to come back again.
· Whitefish froze this year, possibly because they have no room on the bottom. Maybe it was too shallow this year and they froze.
· There are fewer brown and black bear. They are declining or migrating.
· Moose populations are finally up.
· One time wolves killed a dog in town.

Subsistence
· Pike Lake is an important resource.
· There is no interest in reindeer grazing in this area.
· We mostly hunt moose and caribou.
· Did you have any part in the wood bison? BLM: The wood bison will be released this spring in the Shageluk area, and there is a high likelihood that wood bison will end up on BLM lands.

Fisheries
· Big trollers are an issue. It becomes subsistence fishing vs. commercial fishing.
· There are too many chum salmon, and too few king salmon and red salmon.
· There are too many new fishing regulations.
· You should regulate commercial fishing more at the mouth of the river. Regulate the commercial harvest and not the subsistence harvest.

Recreation and Guides
· There are outfitter guides in the Aniak area.
· Written comment received at meeting requested that on jet units, could the BLM stop sport fishermen from operating over the spawning habitat? For instance, the Salmon River, Aniak River drainage, East Fork River, Kichuk River, head of the Buckstock River. These are all tributaries that drain into the Aniak River, which drains into the Kuskokwim River.

Wildfire
· There was a fire by Crooked Creek. Vegetation is coming back the same. We are seeing some game now.

Transportation
· Sometimes barges struggle to get upriver because of gravel.
· We worry about ATV trails in the Russian Mountains. We want gravel on them because vegetation is getting torn up. People should stay on the trail.

General
· Everything is changing now.
· It is good to teach younger generations skills. Note of cultural camp in Kalskag. Meeting attendee in Aniak visiting from Chauthbaluk discussed how Chuathbaluk is trying to start something similar, but do not have a camp site identified. Perhaps it could be on BLM lands.
· BLM staff left information packets with the Aniak Tribe, City of Aniak, and Kuskokwim River Watershed Council.
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