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These issue summaries are created by the BLM after each community meeting. These documents summarize what was shared and are provided to each community for verification or revisions before being considered final. 

Attendance: 
17 residents attended the Lower Kalskag community meeting to discuss preliminary alternatives for the Bering Sea-Western Interior Resource Management Plan. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) representatives provided a presentation and listened to community comments and discussion. 

Issues and concerns raised: 
Travel Management 
· Where is the Association of Village Council Presidents’ (AVCP) proposed road? BLM response: From Paimiut Slough to near Holy Cross. We have seen 4 different possibilities, but it is not a specific proposal. We cannot analyze a specific route when we have not received an application. Community question: Will you go to the villages and see what everyone is saying? Yes. An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) would likely need to be prepared for the project.
· Donlin Gold will be hauling gravel and materials in for pipeline construction. 
· When the mine opens, they will be using the river a lot. 
· Are you going to try to regulate a road constructed between Donlin Gold Mine and Aniak? BLM response: We have not seen a proposal for that. If it is proposed, an EIS would be required. A road crossing BLM lands would be subject to BLM management. 
· Tundra travel was a topic of extended discussion. Several members of the community strongly supported limiting tundra travel to designated routes, as well as weight and width restrictions. Some residents advocated for more traditional access, walking from designated travel routes to protect vegetation. Continued access to subsistence resources is extremely important. Some residents were wary of limits to ATV access. A summary of the discussion includes: 
· Community: Are you doing any studies with what is happening on the tundra with ATV use? Between Russian Mission and Aniak it is really scarred up. People are going all over the hills and the tundra. You can distinguish between caribou trails and 4-wheel traffic. 
· BLM: Should we have established routes of travel, or allow people to go anywhere? 
· Community: Even with snowmobiles, most people stay on the trails. When they go off exploring, I don’t think they realize the impacts they have.
· Community: Are you going to regulate that? Will you allow permits? Maybe two residents in Aniak are there seasonally, with mines southwest of Aniak. They were going with heavy equipment across the tundra. They thought they were not going to leave any marks, but they did. 
· BLM: What should we do? Do we set routes and require people need to stay on the routes? For heavy equipment, we would not likely allow tundra travel until conditions meet the winter definition, for depth of snow and/or frost to protect the vegetation and soils.
· Community: With something like that (restricting travel to designated routes), you’re going to get a lot of people upset. People use the tundra all the time for hunting and berry picking. 
· Community: Stay on established routes and do not make new ones. Sometimes there might be obstacles, and we will have to go around. 
· BLM: Should we keep established routes? Or do we allow people to go all over with vehicles? If we allow people to go anywhere, do we have limits on vehicle size and weight? 
· Community: We grew up in this area. You notice big changes from when our grandparents took us out. ATVs ruin tundra and berry picking areas. 
· Community: The trails we have now are great and they connect to each other. 
· Community: I would like to preserve our subsistence areas and not allow vehicles to be bigger. There are restrictions in other places; in the Holitna, they do not allow anything over 40 horsepower. We do have to make a road/designated route. When people take shortcuts, it ruins the tundra.
· Community: I have witnessed snowmachines hauling a 4-wheeler. It was near where we go get wood. They took it way back where it normally could not go in the summer.
· Community: With the caribou herd, they move around. They do not stay in one route. You would need local enforcement on the trails. If people want to go, they are going to go. 
· BLM: Enforcement is difficult. It is a big area. Fish and Game would be a big help for keeping restrictions on trails.
· Community: What would be the logical punishment? A fine? 
· BLM: It could be administrative or criminal, so it could have a fine or maybe required restoration.
· Community: In some instances, we will just do it anyway. Some of the rules were passed many years ago. We need to do a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to educate our people to work together. I would like to see that. It is not just us that use the trails, it is other villages and we use their trails. We need to educate our young people. 
· Community: Would your plan show the original trails?
· BLM: Right now, we are looking at weight and width limits, rather than designating routes.
· Community: My great-grandfather travelled all over. I use his routes. These guys use other routes. 
· Community: But we need to use the routes that are already made and not make new ones. 
· Community: The Paimiut Trail and the Russian Mission Trail, those routes are used. If I want to go to the Yukon River, I will go by my route.
· Community: I like the idea of showing all the routes on paper. People can see it visually. Maybe you can come to the hunters. These trails are all fairly connected. When we go in the air, we see trails that have been used. We need ongoing education for our young people too. We have to have that. Put those two together with the weight limits.

Forestry
· Are they planning to take trees down to build the Donlin Gold pipeline? What are they going to do with the trees? BLM response: They are trying to leave as many trees as they can. Wood could be offered to nearby communities.
· Permits would be burdensome for the people that live off the land and normally go to get wood. 
· If we go off to the west for firewood, it’s not on BLM land.
· Would you have to pay for firewood permits? BLM response: No, only if you are taking it to sell, and only if you are cutting greater than 10 cords.
· Would permits be required for driftwood? No, that is not on BLM land. 
· People are using more wood for heating. You are lucky you are paying only $2.75 per gallon for fuel in Anchorage.

Fisheries/Watersheds
· Small streams (5th level watersheds) are important areas where people go fishing.
· Aniak River is a high priority; a lot of our fish come from Aniak River. I don’t know if it is on BLM land or not. There are a lot of cabins in that area, and that is where the fish spawn. BLM response: If it is on BLM land, we can regulate the numbers of cabins. What kind of cabins are they? Mining? Subsistence? Community response: I don’t know if people are keeping track of whose land the cabins are on.
· What about the use of big motors? Sport fishing guides have huge 250 horsepower motors, and sometimes two of them on one boat. You talk about navigable waters. If they did not have the jet units, those rivers would not be navigable. BLM response: They may be going places that are not listed as navigable, due to equipment available nowadays.

Mining
· Put limits on the harmful minerals that are being drained out into our waterways. I have heard that mercury in our fish is now higher than in the past. 
· When they are mining, it should be reclaimed as they go. Or they say we are out of business now, and we are leaving that behind.
· When they are done with the mining, what do they do with the pond? BLM response: The water either evaporates or is absorbed into the ground. The sediment in the pond will be reclaimed, or capped and left in place. 
· Will our fish and water still be safe? The spawning grounds are in the Aniak area. Have buffers for mining, staying away from streams.

Wildlife/Subsistence
· It would be good to set buffers for riparian areas and limits for how much can be disturbed at any given time. If you allow disturbance from mining or other activities, it would ruin the habitat. We do not want to allow disturbance. We want to keep where our animals reproduce and spawn safe, so we continue to have the food. We want to keep our way of life, our food and animals, so we always have a place to go.
· We want to preserve the Kilbuck Mountains, further from Bethel area. That is near the refuge.
· You should permit subsistence uses from village to village. When the state did their allocation, people in the rural communities did not get anything in unit 18 and 19; it went to everyone. The subsistence users should be the first to get the permits. BLM response: I think you are talking about the difference between the state’s rural resident requirement, versus allocation to communities. Changes to federal permit decisions would need to go through the Subsistence RAC and Federal Subsistence Board. In most areas, they use the qualifier as being a rural resident. They do not have the requirement of being Alaska Native. Community response: Alaska Natives should have more consideration in getting federal subsistence permits. We rely on a subsistence way of life and we want to protect it. 

Lands with Wilderness Characteristics (LWC)
· Is that where they protect the land? BLM response: It is not the level of protection of a national park or a wildlife refuge, but we manage the land a little differently in those areas. Where we are considering this kind of designation is up river (past McGrath), near Denali National Park, and on the east side of Nulato Hills.
· I agree with the idea of LWCs. The area around Nikolai is the area my grandfather homesteaded.

General
· Grazing – Is that where they are bringing in Wood Bison? BLM response: Wood bison are planned to be reintroduced in the Shageluk area, near the Innoko River. Wood bison are considered to be a non-essential experimental population. They may be released after March 22.
· Townsite lots are not managed by BLM; they are private lots. 
· Next time you come, you should put the meetings for Kalskag and Lower Kalskag together, and you should stay longer in the community.

