Bering Sea–Western Interior Resource Management Plan
Preliminary Alternatives Outreach Issue Summary

Grayling, Alaska March 5, 2015 
These issue summaries are created by the BLM after each community meeting. These documents summarize what was shared and are provided to each community for verification or revisions before being considered final. 

Attendance: 
24 residents attended the Grayling community meeting to discuss preliminary alternatives for the Bering Sea-Western Interior (BSWI) Resource Management Plan (RMP). Bureau of Land Management (BLM) representatives provided a presentation, discussion time, and a sharing session. 

Issues and concerns raised: 
BLM Land
· BLM staff noted the recent boundary change for the BSWI planning area. Grayling asked about access easements through Native corporation land, and BLM briefly discussed 17(b) easements. Discussion of proposed Public Land Order (PLO) areas, leasing potential, and clarification of US Fish and Wildlife Service lands and BLM lands. Summary of discussion
· Question on access corridor requirement to cross Native allotment or corporation land to access other lands; in particular asked about access to two townships behind Grayling. BLM discussed history of ANCSA 17(b) easements that were based upon historic travel routes. BLM could research specific 17(b) easements if Grayling would like more information about particular ones.
· Community: The Eastern Interior Plan said there was a very low potential for development, and opened up a lot of the land to leasing. This does not make sense to me. The land should be open to leasing or closed to leasing based upon what is right for the area, and not based upon mineral potential.
· BLM: Around Grayling there are some withdrawals that close certain uses. Lands closest to Grayling are closed to mining. A little further out from Grayling, lands are open to mining/leasing.
· Community: Question on presidential action for oil and gas located on the Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge. Does this have anything to do with North Slope presidential oil and gas decisions? 
· BLM: No. The BSWI RMP just makes recommendation of areas to be open or closed to mining, and considers public input. The Secretary of Interior would change PLOs open or closed to mining. Discussed avoidance vs. excluding for proposed projects.
· Community: What kind of withdrawal is on land closest to Grayling? PLO 5184 is closest to communities in the BSWI planning area. PLO 5184 removed lands for Alaska Native corporation land selections. 
· Community: PLO 5184 does not allow any oil and gas mining or leasing? Yes. There are 2.4 million acres of this PLO in the BSWI planning area. It is shown with green hash marks on the map.
· Further out from communities, BLM lands are open to mining under PLO 5180.

Wildlife
· Grayling is not interested in reindeer grazing. The community confirmed that there are not many caribou in the area. Brief informative discussion about wood bison introduction, and the community noted the potential importance of wood bison as a hunting resource for future generations. Summary of wood bison discussion:
· Community member asked about wood bison introduction. Wood bison would likely end up on BLM lands. The State will allow hunting of the population on BLM lands. Hunting limit will be low at first, but may increase as the wood bison population increases. Wood bison are treated as a nonessential experimental population.
· Wood bison will provide hunting opportunities for Grayling now, but the wood bison could be important to hunting by future generations.

Fish 
· BLM explained the process to develop the aquatic resource condition maps.

Forestry 
· There are sawmills in Grayling. Biomass was a concern raised during scoping.
· Discussion of wildfire and wildfire control by request of Grayling. Summary of discussion:
· Clarification that Alaska Fire Service manages fire – this plan will not go into large level of detail on fire management. This plan will cover when it would make sense to fight fire.
· Some meeting attendees are ex-firefighters.
· BLM is aware of state cutbacks for Alaska Fire Service program.
· Active management of wildfire on BLM lands if it is close to communities or threatening lichen habitat relied upon by caribou.

Permits for Personal Use
· A plan alternative proposes a free permit to collect personal use on BLM lands. Summary of discussion:
· Do I need a permit to get house logs? Yes, you would need a house log permit.
· How is paperwork for the permit and for reporting? Ones I have seen are fairly simple—usually just one piece of paper front-and-back. When use is complete, the permit is collected by BLM and to report where things were collected, to keep track of use.
· Comment written on form and submitted at meeting: Many rural people do not have email access, and there would be a lot of unreported use. There would be people who would use BLM land, but not bother with permitting or reporting.

Travel Management 
· Grayling residents are aware of the gross vehicle weight rating (GVRW) sticker on off-road vehicles, and BLM discussed proposed travel weight and width restrictions for off-road vehicle travel for different alternatives. BLM answered a question about why vehicle weight and widths decrease in summer when the ground in not frozen and more prone to damage. Grayling noted 4-wheeler damage in a blueberry harvesting area.

Minerals
· Grayling has a very low potential for mineral leases because there are very few facilities. The community and BLM are aware of coal deposits north of Grayling. Grayling would not want coal deposits near town to be developed. There is an oil and gas deposit on refuge land near Grayling. There is a very low likelihood of it being developed, and would likely take federal action for it to be developed. Discussion summary:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Community: We have seen coal outbreaks along the river. They are north and very close to Grayling. We don’t want it developed. The coal does burn.
· BLM: BLM is aware of the coal deposit Grayling brought up if it is the one closer to Kaltag and Nulato. The coal deposit is mostly on Native corporation land, and not BLM lands. It can be for local use. BLM will leave a map of coal deposits and provide a summary of PLOs.

General
· Who will make the management decision? Who will make the final decision?  We are taking public comment now, but Alan Bittner (BLM Anchorage Field Office Manager) will offer the RMP to the BLM’s state director for approval. We have not yet written the plan or made a decision on the alternatives.
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