Bering Sea–Western Interior Resource Management Plan
Preliminary Alternatives Outreach Issue Summary

Kaltag, Alaska March 4, 2015 
These issue summaries are created by the BLM after each community meeting. These documents summarize what was shared and are provided to each community for verification or revisions before being considered final. 

Attendance: 
13 residents attended the Kaltag community meeting to discuss preliminary alternatives for the Bering Sea-Western Interior (BSWI) Resource Management Plan (RMP). Bureau of Land Management (BLM) representatives provided a presentation, discussion time around maps, and a sharing session. 

Issues and concerns raised: 
BLM Land
· BLM staff noted the recent boundary change for the BSWI planning area. BLM lands near Kaltag were managed out of BLM’s Fairbanks Field Office in the past. BLM lands near Kaltag will now be managed by BLM’s Anchorage Field Office with the BSWI boundary change.
· Community remarked that BLM owns some land near Bullfrog Island.
· BLM also has an easement to Unalakleet that goes past Tripod Flats and Old Woman cabins.

Wildlife
· Western Arctic Caribou Herd (WACH) is generally north of Kaltag, but used to be more common in the area. Waterfowl are important to the community. Kaltag know about the upcoming wood bison introduction, and is not opposed to it. Summary of discussion:
· WACH is north of Kaltag, but used to be more in the area. One meeting attendee noted seeing the WACH two times in his life.
· Kaltag has heard about plan for wood bison introduction in April. Wood bison will likely end up on BLM land if they are released in Shageluk.
· Muskoxen have a lot of feeding grounds. Clarified with community member about the difference between muskoxen and wood bison.
· The community hunts geese, ducks, and other waterfowl.
· Kaltag residents generally do not hunt in the Innoko National Wildlife Refuge, due to distance. Instead, they use a slough north of Innoko.

Fish 
· Residents wondered why the Nulato River System was not given a higher aquatic resource rating, and noted its importance to the Kaltag. Summary of discussion:
· Community member noted interest in discussing local watersheds and aquatic resource values.
· Kateel River pointed out by community on the Aquatic Resource Value Map; no comment given on its value rating.
· Community: Why is the Nulato system not given a high aquatic resource value rating? The Nulato has a lot of anadromous species of fish.
· BLM: There is more than just the species that went into the model—diversity of fish, habitat conditions, and productivity all went into the determination. Points were given for each factor. We do realize that the creeks and rivers on the east side of the Nulato Hills are important for salmon.
· Community: Is it because you have two forks of the Nulato River? The Nulato system has some of the most diverse and enormous amount of fish utilized for subsistence in this whole area. The other streams don’t have large villages right at the mouth of the river. Fish and Game has it as one of its top monitoring streams.
· Community: There is a lot of activity from our village on the Nulato River and the Kaltag Creek. The numbers don’t seem to reflect the local importance of these areas.

Grazing 
· Kaltag does not have a big interest in reindeer grazing. This is partly because the WACH inhabits this area. Residents have not seen them for a few years, but they have been here.

Trapping
· The community is concerned about wanting to use BLM’s Tripod Cabin while setting snowmachine trail since it is a long, rough trip. Kaltag residents do not use the cabin once the trail is set. Kaltag residents do use the trail to access trapping areas. BLM noted that trapping cabins are discussed in the realty section of the alternative packet.

Forestry 
· The community is interested in biomass energy and there are sawmills in Kaltag, but most trees on BLM lands near Kaltag are black spruce that is not marketable or suitable for biomass.
· We have sawmills in the community.
· There is talk of a biomass boiler; there is interest in biomass in the community. Biomass projects are becoming more popular. They are going to burn a lot of timber in our area.
· Community member requested discussion of wildfire management with BLM. BLM noted that fire would be actively managed.
· Tripod Flats area is mostly black spruce, with some pockets of white spruce. Most of trees are in areas not suitable for timber or biomass (black spruce mostly grows in bogs and is small and wiry). Trees near Kaltag are not very marketable or suitable for biomass energy.

Travel Management 
· Unalakleet Wild River Corridor is near Kaltag and may be traversed by Kaltag residents. Discussed proposed travel weight/width limits for off-road vehicles. Kaltag resident who works for the Tribal Transportation Program would like to improve local trails. Discussion of low probability for a road within the planning area, though Kaltag may put in local roads not on BLM lands to access activities. Summary of discussion:
· Discussed some reality shows with the community as an example of large trucks that requested permits from BLM.
· Community: Discussed race sponsored by Camel Cigarettes using large pickup that proposed to go down the Iditarod Trail that did not happen. Someone, possibly BLM, must have denied their permit.
· Kaltag is aware of the gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) sticker on snowmachines and ATVs. Snowmachine travel is well within proposed vehicle weight limit restrictions.
· Community: Do you have a feel for how popular side-by-side OHVs are becoming in this area? BLM did not think they were very common currently. One community member noted seeing them in Unalakleet.
· Community: A lot of these limits do not apply to Kaltag in summer time. You would have to cross the Kaltag Creek twice to get out to BLM lands. You would not want to cross salmon creeks. The issue for Kaltag would mainly be in winter.
· Community: I heard near Big Lake that they were enhancing the Iditarod Trail. Is the BLM involved in that? I work in the transportation department here in Kaltag for the Tribal Transportation Program, and I am interested in trail improvements. Is there any other way we can enhance trails aside from federal resources? 
· BLM: For the Iditarod, you would work with the BLM. There may be some funding through Tribal Transportation Program. BLM Iditarod specialist has been out here and other areas to work with communities and discuss maintenance. 
· Community: There has been talk for years about a road to Unalakleet. Will we ever get that road? It is very hard to get a road permitted along a Wild and Scenic River like the Unalakleet River. Perhaps a road could be built along the hills.
· Paimute Slough to the Kalskags (AVCP proposed road) is a potential road route. The road is far downriver from Kaltag, but Kaltag could see more traffic along the Yukon River if this would be built since more barges would be coming from Fairbanks. This road is not foreseeable to be built in the near future.
· Community: What if you find some kind of oil or gas? Would you put in a road? BLM discussed the Donlin Gold mine project, and how they looked at putting in a road to the mine. They ended up proposing a pipeline since a road was difficult to permit and build.
· Community: Kaltag puts in roads to access activities. At one time we talked about a road to 8-Mile Flat, which is short of BLM land. Discussed that Kaltag could still install local roads on corporation land or other areas not owned by BLM.
· Community: How far out is BLM land from Kaltag? A community member noted about 17 miles away.

Iditarod Trail
· Community confirmed historic importance of Kaltag Portage, and community pride in the Iditarod Trail. Summary of discussion:
· Iditarod Trail goes through Kaltag.
· There is not good timber near Kaltag in the Iditarod Trail corridor.
· Discussed vehicle use on Iditarod Trail.
· Brief discussion of Kaltag Portage. Community members noted Kaltag Portage is pretty famous and was used in 1925 Iditarod ceremony and used in the Gold Rush. BLM discussed that the RMP would likely withdraw the Kaltag Portage from potential mining leases.

Minerals
· Kaltag has a very low possibility of mineral development. There is a coal deposit near Kaltag, but there are few facilities in the area to support its development. Summary of discussion:
· There is a known oil/gas basin (Galena Basin), but potential for commercial development is very low. There are coal deposits near Kaltag, which also has a low potential for commercial development.
· Community: There are two areas of coal near Kaltag. One is an outcropping at 9-Mile near Nulato. It is a narrow band of about 4-5 feet. The other is about 25 miles south of Nulato. Community member described how he gathered a few buckets of this coal, and tried to burn the coal in his stove last year without success.
· Community: Do you have any current permits for placer or hard rock minerals anywhere in the Kaltag area? No, the Kaltag area has a very low potential for mineral development. The majority of mineral deposits are much further south of Kaltag. Downriver, there is the Stuyahok Mine near Russian Mission.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Community member noted a historic mine near Kaltag near the Bonasila River. Ernie Chase, the owner, was killed in a plane crash and the mine is no longer in operation.
· Community: If someone was going to come into the area for mineral development, would you notify the community? Yes. This RMP guides general management decisions. There would be another step of review and communication with the community if there would be a mineral development permit application. BLM could set stipulations for developers to follow.

Outfitter Guides
· There is one Kaltag resident who is a registered sport hunting guide. This provides a source of local employment. While not an issue in this area, Kaltag has heard from other areas where sport hunters compete with subsistence hunters. Summary of discussion:
· BLM: Do you get a lot of sport hunting in this area?
· Community: There is one registered guide who lives in Kaltag. The guide, Earl Esmailka, is the brother-in-law of a meeting attendee. Community member noted importance of sharing resources. Community member noted importance of Earl’s guide service, and that he hires locals.
· Community: What do you do about people going across BLM lands to access their own lands? BLM authorizes for guide use areas (GUAs). BLM is proposing to manage a certain number of guides per GUA to alleviate pressure amongst sport hunters and between sport and subsistence hunters when GUA is on BLM lands.
· Community: Have heard of Koyukuk complaining of a lack of moose meat, and of Fairbanks guides competing with subsistence uses along Koyukuk River.

General
· Suggestions to combine BLM meetings with communities along the Yukon River (for instance, could have a meeting with Grayling and Kaltag in the same day or with Holy Cross and Shageluk in the same day).
· Donna Esmailka with the Kaltag Tribe brought a letter she received in the mail from BLM about permitting activities for TERRA-Yukon microwave repeater towers. Donna voiced Kaltag Tribe’s support of the Terra-Yukon project to BLM staff.
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