Bering Sea–Western Interior Resource Management Plan
Preliminary Alternatives Outreach Issue Summary

Holy Cross, Alaska March 2, 2015 
These issue summaries are created by the BLM after each community meeting. These documents summarize what was shared and are provided to each community for verification or revisions before being considered final. 

Attendance: 
20 residents attended the Holy Cross community meeting to discuss preliminary alternatives for the Bering Sea-Western Interior (BSWI) Resource Management Plan (RMP). Bureau of Land Management (BLM) representatives provided a presentation, discussion time around maps, and a sharing session. 

Issues and concerns raised: 
BLM Land
· The community is opposed to the proposed development of a road from Paimiut Slough to the Kalskag area, due to potential increases in access to important subsistence use areas. Summary of discussion: 
· Q: Are roads are a right of way?
· BLM response: Roads crossing BLM lands are authorized under right of way easements. 
· Q: Is BLM is going to allow the Association of Village Council Presidents (AVCP) proposal for a road from Paimiut Slough to the Kalskags (Kalskag and Lower Kalskag)?
· BLM response: Some of the proposed route would cross BLM lands. The BSWI RMP will guide BLM decisions on questions like this over the next 20 years. BLM would consider potential impacts to resources such as caribou and moose habitat, waterfowl nesting sites, rivers, and berry picking areas. AVCP has not made a defined proposal to BLM, we are aware of the road proposal. BLM would consider areas to avoid or if the proposed use would be excluded. 
· Comment: I would say to avoid it all together. There are some good hunting grounds down there. 
· BLM response: We heard during scoping that you do not want a road in that area which could provide additional access to the area. 
· Comment: We haven’t seen them (AVCP) yet here in Holy Cross. 
· BLM response: Other communities are also concerned about the access that road would provide. 

Wildlife
· The Andy Smith Lake area is important for bird nesting. Sport fishing has been introduced to that area where there is prime bird nesting. Now there are no more birds because there are too many sport fishing boats zooming around in that area now. Fish and game used to band birds there. There were hundreds of ducks and geese down there, but because of this boat ramp they have moved out. This area may be on BLM land. 
· The Innoko Bottoms area is prime moose habitat.

Fish 
· Residents are concerned about potential impacts to fisheries. Comments included:
· Canada issued 150 gold mine permits and we are concerned mining activities could affect our fishing. Can BLM work with Canada for managing fisheries?
· Global warming is affecting the fisheries. 
· Pollock fisheries impact local fisheries. Now there is only about a quarter of what’s left. We cannot manage the number of boats in the river corridor. 
· Does BLM or the State own the water? The state owns the water and manages the fisheries. 



Grazing 
· Will BLM need to authorize grazing for the bison reintroduction this spring? BLM can authorize grazing for domestic animals, like reindeer. The grazing authorizations are not for wild animals, such as bison.

Forestry 
· Is there a charge for commercial firewood use? Yes, usually $10. Personal use is free, but BLM still appreciates residents getting permits for those activities so we can understand how the lands are being used.
· If someone owns an allotment, do they have to have a permit if they are going to harvest wood on their own land for their own use? No.
· If you are giving permission to someone to get resources from BLM lands, and the proposed use is adjacent to an allotment, what happens if they go onto the allotment? It’s easy for them to be legal with you, but illegal with us. How do you patrol that? We can use law enforcement rangers and resource staff to do inspections. If we were to authorize a timber permit, usually the trees are marked in advance. If we know there is an allotment in the area, we can provide GPS points to establish use areas. 

Travel Management 
· Comments on the low level of snow and the winter definition. Conditions are changing and variable. 
· Do weight ratings include both rubber tires and track vehicles? 
· I don’t think steel tracks should be allowed because it tears up the land. Steel tracks are generally on larger vehicles, which would be excluded from use due to the weight rating.
· I know you have certain restrictions with lines going different ways. I don’t think we are too familiar with the different ownerships. I think we would need a pamphlet. The Iditarod and proposed Wild and Scenic Rivers are special areas for travel management.
· The GASH villages (Grayling, Anvik, Shageluk, and Holy Cross) use trails that they have followed for years, mostly using snowmachines. We don’t want to see use of these trails prohibited. Many of the historic trails are narrow and you can’t fit the bigger vehicles there anyway.
· Who is in charge of the airports? State of Alaska.

Outfitter Guides
· Increases in hunting from sport hunters (guided or independent) are causing impacts to limited subsistence resources. The community would like to see a broad exclusion zone, not around the community, but buffering around the corporation lands surrounding the community. Summary of discussion:
· Q: Our Native lands are protected. Will BLM work with the corporations to manage guides and outside hunting impacts in this area? It’s happening between here and the corporation lands. We don’t allow outside hunting.
· BLM response: BLM does permit outfitter guides for big game hunting. Fishing guides operate more on the river corridors, which are managed by the state. BLM does not permit transporters, which are where pilots transport sport hunters, drop them off, and then come back and pick them up. Across the state there are Guide Use Areas (GUAs) and there are some on BLM land. We don’t have a limit of number of guides per area for BLM land. We are looking at establishing limits within GUAs, and also looking at prohibiting guides within 25 miles of a community. One alternative is for a maximum of 33 for the whole planning area which includes 20 GUAs. Another alternative is for a maximum of 40 guides in the whole planning area. Another idea is to limit any single guide to operate in max of 2 or 3 GUAs. 
· Comment: That’s a big decision. Everybody in this area has lost king salmon. Now we have outside people coming in to hunt and we are worried about that. Planes from Bethel or Anchorage are coming in to hunt. It should be restricted. It’s affecting waterfowl and fishing and everything.
· Comment: The people were asking to have restricted use areas extended to the hills to take care of our birds. We don’t want planes to come and land for the weekend and take what they want and go back to town.
· Q: Did I understand you right that you don’t allow guides to fly out? 
· BLM response: There guides that accompany hunters and there are also transporters. Transporters are not guiding, they are just dropping people off. We don’t presently manage transporters; all they provided is a flight. Some transporters also provide equipment (such as a camp). If the pilot is a licensed guide, then they are under a permit.
· BLM question: Are you getting any meat donated in the communities? 
· Community response: No. We don’t see any. 
· BLM question: Are there any local hires for guides? 
· Community response: No. We have seen lots of antlers getting shipped out. We have asked about the meat. We don’t have recipes for antler soup.
· BLM comment: We have people check where we know guides are supposed to be operating. The state administers the hunting regulations; BLM does not have authority to make hunting regulations. We can regulate outfitter guides operating on BLM land. 
· Community comment: There should be a BLM officer with every guiding camp.
· BLM comment: We are considering an exclusion area for guide activities to include a 25-mile radius around the community.
· Community comment: We would prefer a 25-mile radius around corporation lands. 
· Community comment: Up the river in the Koyukuk area, all moose antlers must be cut off the head. That stopped the sport hunting in that area. 
· BLM response: That’s something to share with the state. 
· Community response: We tried.

General
· We get stopped on the river more than anyone else to check for life jackets.
· It’s been like that for a long time. There is no patrolling. Anyone can go poaching all they want and there is nothing done. 
· There was a study done last year that showed the State of Alaska spends the most money in the union prosecuting Alaska Natives. We are hoping BLM can take over the waterways for fisheries management. The horns go and the meat stays to rot in the woods. We live here and we live off the land. We are subsistence people. 
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